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DENVER JEWISH
DAY SCHOOL

Middle School Summer Reading Assignment

Dear Students:

With another school-year (almost) in the books, we hope you’re starting to think about all the
books you can read this summer! To help nudge you toward taking advantage of the reading time that

summer vacation affords, we are requiring you to complete the following assignment by the first day of
school in August.

Step 1: Choose a book from the options listed on the next page. Note that there are two book choices for
each grade-level. Choose egither of the options designated for the grade you will start in August 2026.

Step 2: Purchase your own copy of the book, or borrow the book from a library or friend.

Step 3: Read the book. It is perfectly acceptable to listen to an audio version of the book, though ideally
you would read along as you listen. Audio versions of these books may be available through our
partnership with Learning Ally.

Step 4: Write a review of the book. A review is typically a short piece of writing that addresses one or
more of the following questions:

Was this book worth reading? Why or why not?

What did you like/dislike about the book?

Would you recommend this book to other students your age? Why or why not?
What type of reader would enjoy this book most?

These are just questions to consider; you do not need to answer all of them. The key to writing an
excellent book review is to support your answers with specific examples from the book. So instead of just
writing “I liked the book because the main character was inspiring,” you would include examples of
specific feats performed by the main character and explain why you found them so inspirational. The
more specific and detailed you can be, the better.



Your review should be 1-2 pages, handwritten. Please make sure you handwrite unless you have a
specific typing accommodation in your learning plan; even then, please consider handwriting if you are
able.

You will turn in your review on the first day of school, and we will discuss these books during the first
week(s) of school. Happy Summer! And happy reading!

For rising sixth-graders:
The Girl Who Drank the Moon, by Kelly Barnhill

Every year, the people of the Protectorate leave a baby as an offering to the witch who lives in the forest.
They hope this sacrifice will keep her from terrorizing their town. But the witch in the forest, Xan, is not
who they think she is.

Freak the Mighty, by Rodman Philbrick

Two boys — a slow learner stuck in the body of a teenage giant and a tiny Einstein in leg braces — forge a
unique friendship when they pair up to create one formidable human force. A wonderful story of triumph
over imperfection, shame, and loss.

For rising seventh-graders:

Counting by Sevens, by Holly Goldberg Sloan

Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed with nature and diagnosing medical conditions, who
finds it comforting to count by 7s. It has never been easy for her to connect with anyone other than her
adoptive parents, but that hasn't kept her from leading a quietly happy life . . . until now.

Wednesday Wars, by Gary D. Schmidt

Meet Holling Hoodhood, a seventh-grader at Camillo Junior High, who must spend Wednesday
afternoons with his teacher, Mrs. Baker, while the rest of the class has religious instruction. Mrs. Baker
doesn’t like Holling—he’s sure of it. Why else would she make him read the plays of William Shakespeare
outside class? But everyone has bigger things to worry about, like Vietnam. As fate sneaks up on him
again and again, Holling finds Motivation—the Big M—in the most unexpected places and musters up the
courage to embrace his destiny, in spite of himself.

For rising eighth-graders:

Life of Pi, by Yann Martel

After the sinking of a cargo ship, a solitary lifeboat remains bobbing on the wild blue Pacific. The only
survivors from the wreck are a sixteen-year-old boy named Pi, a hyena, a wounded zebra, an
orangutan—and a 450-pound Royal Bengal tiger. Soon the tiger has dispatched all but Pi...

My Family & Other Animals, by Gerald Malsom Durrell
When the unconventional Durrell family can no longer endure the damp, gray English climate, they do
what any sensible family would do: sell their house and relocate to the sunny Greek isle of Corfu. My



Family and Other Animals was intended to embrace the natural history of the island but ended up as a
delightful account of Durrell's family's experiences, from the many eccentric hangers-on to the ceaseless
procession of puppies, toads, scorpions, geckoes, ladybugs, glowworms, octopuses, bats, and butterflies

into their home.

Middle and High School Math Skills Summer Work

Next year
grade/math group

Summer class on Khan Academy

Rising 6th-grade
class

Students will log in to:_https://www.khanacademy.org/join/CKFETP5G
(Or go to www.khanacademy.org/join and enter your class code

CKFETP5G)

Rising 7th-grade
class

Students will log in to: https://www.khanacademy.org/join/KVQSUEYS
(Or go to www.khanacademy.org/join and enter your class code

KVQS5UEYS5)
Work on the assignments.
Start with review topics

Rising 8th-grade
class

Students will log in to: https://www.khanacademy.org/join/DW2KWZ5P
Or have your students visit www.khanacademy.org/join and enter

your class code DW2KWZ5P.

HS - Algebra |
Readiness

* If you will be in the
honors class, you
will get additional
practice from your
teacher.

Students will log in to:
https://www.khanacademy.org/join/K7NYFNBC

Or have your students visit www.khanacademy.org/join and enter
your class code K7TNYFNBC.

HS - Geometry
Readiness

* If you will be in the
honors class, you
will get additional
practice from your

Students will log in to:

https://www.khanacademy.org/join/ZSUKP2RQ

Or have your students visit www.khanacademy.org/join and enter
your class code ZSUKP2RQ.



https://www.khanacademy.org/join/CKFETP5G
https://www.khanacademy.org/join/KVQ5UEY5
https://www.khanacademy.org/join/DW2KWZ5P
https://www.khanacademy.org/join/K7NYFNBC
https://www.khanacademy.org/join/ZSUKP2RQ

teacher.

HS - Algebral ll
Readiness

*If you will be in the
honors class, you
will get additional
practice from your
teacher.

Students will log in to: https://www.khanacademy.org/join/RT8F8UI9C
(Or go to www.khanacademy.org/join and enter your class code
RT8F8U9C)

Work on the assignments.

Start with review topics from Algebra | and Geometry.

Pre -Calc Readiness

*If you will be in the
AP class, you will get
additional practice
from your teacher.

Students will log in to:

https://www.khanacademy.org/join/NDEFTURV

Or have your students visit www.khanacademy.org/join and enter
your class code NDEFTURV.

College Algebra
Readiness

Students will log in to:

https://www.khanacademy.org/join/DSMHRE J6

Or have your students visit www.khanacademy.org/join and enter
your class code DSMHREJ6.
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