
TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS 2026-2027 

Windows PC Requirements 

Specifications Minimum Recommended 
Operating System Windows 111 Windows 111 

Processor Intel: i3  / AMD: Ryzen3 Intel: i52  / AMD: Ryzen5 

RAM 8GB 16GB 

SSD* 256GB3 512GB 

Browser Chrome & Firefox 
Antivirus / Malware 

Protection 
Malwarebytes/Avast/Windows Defender 

Charging Port USB-C or Thunderbolt 

* Modern computers are now equipped with Solid State Drives that are faster, power-efficient, and
more resistant to physical malfunctions. Try to avoid devices that come with an HDD (Hard Disk
Drive), which are typical of more economical machines.
1) Windows 10 will no longer receive update support from Microsoft after October 2025. We advise
getting a native Windows 11 PC to increase the operational vitality of your technological investment.
In addition to this, please make sure your Windows device is not in “S Mode” as this will limit users
from applying software used by our curriculum.
2) Intel processors in the “Ultra 5/7/9” line are equally acceptable
3) Some budget PCs offer drives with less than 256GB. In addition to not being apt enough to handle
the students’ curriculum, those machines also cut corners in the build, leading to quicker degradation
and a need for replacement.

Apple Mac Requirements 
Specifications Minimum Recommended 

Operating System 13 ‘Ventura’ 15 ‘Sequoia’ 
Processor Speed 2GHz or higher1 

RAM 4GB 8GB 

SSD 256GB 512GB 
Browser* Chrome & Firefox 

Antivirus / Malware 
Protection 

Malwarebytes/Avast 

* We have found that the included ‘Safari’ web browser on MacBooks limits students’ use of various
applications, so an alternative web browser is required to overcome these shortcomings.
1) In recent years, Apple has transitioned from using Intel Processors to its own “Apple Silicon”. Both
are excellent processors, but to ensure you get a quality machine that is not too out-of-date, try to
meet this processor speed requirement.

Devices that do not meet these requirements are not acceptable as part of the Bring Your Own 
Technology (BYOT) agreement made with the school.  
Popular devices that do not meet our requirements are iPads and Chromebooks. 

We encourage you to reach out to the Technology Department (technology@bdcs.org) for any 
assistance in choosing a quality machine to help your student succeed. 
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