
GRADE 5

SUMMER SKILLS  
PRACTICE PACKET 



June, 2026 
Dear Families of Rising Fifth Graders, 
 
The fifth grade team believes that summer is an excellent opportunity for a wide variety of 
learning experiences that are hard to access during the year. There is time to explore the 
outdoors, time to create art, time to work on athletic skills, time to share with family and 
community, time to play, and time to just sit and ponder life. To help students maintain their 
academic skills while honoring the delicious freedom of summer vacation, our summer 
homework asks rising fifth graders to engage with a variety of subject areas in a way that we 
hope will sync up nicely with their break. 
 
Secular subjects’ summer work includes reading, keeping a journal, and working on fact 
fluency. Students’ work may be submitted online, so that they have the opportunity to respond 
to prompts in diverse ways, including videos, podcasts, songs, etc., or they may be completed 
on paper and turned in at the start of the school year. Students can also take a photo of their 
work and email the photo to their teachers. 
 
We recognize that students and their families have a wide variety of obligations over the 
summer. In addition to their reading, we ask that students try to complete at least one entry 
each, approximately every other week, in WRITING & MATH and in HEBREW & JUDAICS, so 
that their brains stay strong in academic skills even as they stretch and explore a myriad of 
other facets of life.  
 
DIRECTIONS:  

1. READING (English): Read at least three books of your choice over the summer. Let us 
know what you read in a quick email to Mr. Guss <aguss@denverjds.org>. 

2. WRITING & MATH:  
a. Know your multiplication/division facts through 12x12 in a snap 
b. Practice fact fluency with this resource 
c. Respond to at least SIX journal prompts. At least TWO OF THOSE must be 

specific math prompts. Submit your entries by creating a Google Doc (or other 
accessible, shareable online media) and sharing it with Ms. Sheinbaum 
<rsheinbaum@denverjds.org> Students may also take a photo of their paper 
and pencil work, upload the photo, and email it to Ms. Sheinbaum. 

3. HEBREW and JUDAICS: Work on activities from Choice Board 
 
Have a marvelous summer, and we can’t wait to learn with you next year! 
 

All our best, 
 

The Fifth Grade Team

mailto:aguss@denverjds.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1A35kUl6WqnKpI_hyAEMbhQ3DqhUd13nZ/view?usp=drive_link
mailto:rsheinbaum@denverjds.org


Rising Fifth Grade Summer Journal Prompts 
 
General (do at least FOUR of these) 

1. What’s the most important thing you would like to do this summer? 
2. Summertime is great for the outdoors. Go for a walk.  Write two sentences about the walk you went 

on. 
3. If you could go on a summer vacation anywhere in the world, tell us all about where you would go 

and why. 
4. Tell about an animal you would like to have as a pet. 
5. What would you do if there were a dragon stuck under your bed? 
6. What is something you would like to learn more about? 
7. Tell about your most favorite book. 
8. Tell about your favorite holiday. Explain why it is your favorite. 
9. What is something you love about yourself and why? 
10. Make a list of the things you are most thankful for in your life. 
11. You just won $1,000,000. What are you going to do first? 
12. Write a story about the mysterious zizzybaloobuh that you just found in your bathtub. 
13. What is something that makes you really angry and why? 
14. What would happen to you if you never went to school? 
15. Make a list of things you like to do when you can’t watch television or play video games. 

 
Specific Math (do at least TWO of these) 

● Choose your favorite recipe, and write down the list of ingredients and amounts.  
○ How would you change the amounts if you wanted to make three times as much? 
○ What if you wanted to make only half the regular recipe? 

● Where have you been so far this summer? Did you stay in the Denver area or go farther out into 
Colorado? Did you leave the state? The country?  

○ Explain how far you traveled from your house on a specific trip in miles AND kilometers.  
○ How long did it take you to get where you were going?  
○ What was your average speed (miles per hour or kilometers per hour, your choice)? 

● What is your favorite summer fruit? Go grocery shopping with your family and find out how much it 
costs. 

○ How much would it cost to get eight of that fruit/eight packages of that fruit? 
○ Is it more or less expensive to buy that fruit in bulk? Explain your thinking. 

● Track the high temperature for a full week (seven days).  
○ Find the mean (average) temperature for the week. 
○ Find the mode (most frequent) temperature. 
○ Which number is higher, the mean or the mode? Why do you think that is? 

● Write three sentences to answer these questions: What is the most important part of solving a 
problem? How do you know? 

● Name Math: take the number of letters of your first name and add them with the number of letters of 
your last name (e.g. John Smith would be 4 + 5 = 9).  

○ What score does your name get?  
○ What about if you add your middle name? 
○ Come up with three different full names (that is, three sets of first, middle, and last names) 

that each total up to exactly 18 letters. 
● If you were a fraction, what would you be? Why? 



HEBREW AND JUDAIC STUDIES Choice Board 
Drop a penny on a square to pick an activity! 

 

Pick a Hebrew text we 
read this year. Read it 
every day and time 
yourself to see your 
progress. 

Go over Chidon Ivrit 
vocabulary 

Listen to the podcast 
Have I Got a Story for 
You! 

Choose a Hebrew 
book from the library 
to listen to 

Start a summer 
journal 
in Hebrew. 

Explore the website 
jewishkids.org 

Watch an Israeli movie 
or TV show. 

Read silly sentences 
and try to figure out 
their meaning 

Watch a video on 
BimBam 

Play a Wordwall game 
from the assigned 
games on Google 
Classroom. 

Take a brain break 
with Israeli Just Dance 

Listen to a video or 
watch a read-aloud by 
a Jewish author 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hRpjB8AiYC5CGPVpRffySADJkHe9-V9CH2qjiMdi-hE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hRpjB8AiYC5CGPVpRffySADJkHe9-V9CH2qjiMdi-hE/edit?usp=sharing
https://pjlibrary.org/podcast
https://pjlibrary.org/podcast
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M3fnfZBJPweWpH3pxrzcjHPRm5bQrOJe/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M3fnfZBJPweWpH3pxrzcjHPRm5bQrOJe/view
http://jewishkids.org
https://www.flippity.net/ra.asp?k=1z2wexTRDXdawRo2yd-WmnjyRPNG6YShfso9xmnNdGdo
https://bimbam.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpTXjIBE0hDcuad36mrEohw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9DJINUUXTuAJ2nAqTrFziQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9DJINUUXTuAJ2nAqTrFziQ
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D J D S

 
S U M M E R 
READING CHALLENGE

Goal 1:  Read EVERY day this summer! 

Goal 2:  Read at least 20 minutes per day

Goal 3:  Let’s see if the Lower Division can read 

180,000 minutes this summer!

• Use the bubble calendar to fill in the number of 

minutes you read each day.

• Total up all of your minutes and record that on the 

bottom of the sheet.

• Make sure your full name and grade are on the form 

and bring it back to school in August.
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