Austin Seminary

Quick Guide: Downloading and Using E-books
Read an e-book online / download a chapter as a PDF

You can view, read, and print or email pages of an e-book from your computer or mobile device without
downloading it. This is often the best choice.

EBSCO e-books

EBSCO e-books open directly in the Sophi Search interface. You can read them online by clicking “Access
now (eBook)” from the search results page. From there you can read the e-book in your browser or use
the table of contents navigation on the right to navigate to a particular chapter. To download a chapter as
a PDF, click the download button next to the chapter title in the table of contents. Note that some EBSCO
e-books may have limitations on the number of pages you can download in a single session. See:
Downloading an eBook Chapter as a PDF and the Reading EBSCO eBooks - Tutorial

ProQuest e-books

Links to ProQuest e-books from Sophi Search or through a link on your ProQuest
course reserves page will take you to ProQuest Ebook Central. m Ebook Central™

On the page for the ebook, click “Read Online” to read the e-book in your browser, or “Download PDF
Chapter” to be taken to a table of contents where you can download chapters as PDFs. Note that some
ProQuest e-books may have limitations on the number of pages you can download in a single session.
See: ProQuest Ebook Central | Options for using the online reader

E-books with other vendors

When you click through to e-books from other vendors (including ACLS, Brill, Duke, JSTOR, Oxford and
ProjectMUSE) you will be able to read chapters online and download them as PDFs. Each interface is a little
different. If you run into questions, contact us or stop by the Library Services Desk.

Download an e-book to your computer

Note: Downloading a full EBSCO or ProQuest e-book is akin to checking the book out. You will have
access to it for a limited time (generally up to 7 days) and then the loan will expire.

EBSCO e-books

Download the Thorium Reader software to your computer (free).

Click on the title of the e-book in Sophi Search and then click “Download” from the details page.
From the download pop-up, click the second tab to download the “Full eBook.”

Choose how long you would like to borrow the e-book for and which format you’d like it to be in.
Click “copy” to copy the Thorium Reader passphrase to your clipboard. You will need this
passphrase to access your e-book in the Thorium Reader. If you lose your passphrase, you can
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always generate a new one from this screen.


https://connect.ebsco.com/s/article/Downloading-an-eBook-Chapter-as-a-PDF?language=en_US
https://connect.ebsco.com/s/article/Reading-EBSCO-eBooks-Tutorial?language=en_US
https://proquest.libguides.com/ebookcentral/read
https://www.austinseminary.edu/library/contact-the-library
https://thorium.edrlab.org/en/

6. Open Thorium Reader and click “Import publication,” then navigate to your browser’s downloads
folder to open the e-book.

7. The first time you open an e-book in Thorium Reader, you will need to enter the passphrase you
copied. You only have to do this once per device.

ProQuest e-books

1. Download and install the Ebook Central Reader App to your device. Note that you will be
prompted to log in with your Austin Seminary credentials to access the download page.

2. Click “Profile” at the top of the ProQuest Ebook Central page.

3. Scroll down to EBC APP DEVICES and click “Manage | Get Code.” Click “Get Login Code.” Note
that a link to download the app can also be found on this page.

4. Openthe app and enter your code when prompted. The app on your device is now registered. You
need to get a different code for each device, but you only have to authorize them once.

5. When you are on the page for an e-book in ProQuest Ebook Central and click “Download Book,” it
will appear for download in your library in the Ebook Central Reader App on all your devices.

6. Seelnstalling the Ebook Central Reader App (PDF) for detailed instructions with screenshots.

E-books with other vendors
E-books from other vendors are easy to access as PDFs at the chapter level and don’t require additional
software to download, and downloaded PDFs do not expire.

Mobile device: Read online or Download

EBSCO e-books
Using Sophi Search from the library website, you can read EBSCO e-books in the online viewer in the
browser on your phone, there is not currently a mobile version of the Thorium Reader.

ProQuest e-books

You can download the Ebook Central App through the iOS App Store or Google Play. Follow the
instructions above under “Download an e-book to your computer | ProQuest e-books” to authorize the
Ebook Central Reader App on your phone or mobile device.

E-books with other vendors
E-books from other vendors can be read as PDFs from your mobile device, and don’t have a separate app
for access.

Helpful Links

You can find more details on finding, reading, and accessing e-books on the e-book FAQ on the library
website.

More details on searching for e-books in Sophi Search are on the Sophi Search FAQ on the library website.

Different e-book vendors have slightly different access steps, if you run into any issues, stop by the
Library Services Desk or contact the library and we can help!


https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/austinseminary-ebooks/appinstaller.action
https://proquest.libguides.com/ld.php?content_id=81188380
https://www.austinseminary.edu/library/research-help/e-book-faq
https://www.austinseminary.edu/library/research-help/e-book-faq
https://www.austinseminary.edu/library/research-help/sophi-search-help
https://www.austinseminary.edu/library/contact-the-library
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