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MISSION

“We all want to learn more;
We all do it in different ways;
We all have fun learning;

We all help.”
- |ISB Student

ISB Junior School Dual Language Programme English-German




WELCOME TO
ISB JUNIOR SCHOOL

In the Junior School of International School Basel, our students are at the centre of everything

we do. As an International Baccalaureate (IB) World School offering the Primary Years Programme
(PYP), we work together to provide an exceptional educational experience that is challenging and
engaging. Students are encouraged to grow and learn in a happy and supportive environment built
around mutual respect and care for one another.

At ISB, we take pride in the close relationships within our community and with the local community
in Basel. To strengthen our local ties and enable a smooth integration for our students, we are
very pleased to offer the option of a Dual Language Programme (English-German) in Junior
School. This programme is ideal for families who would like to improve their children’s language
proficiency in both English and German. The programme is designed to cater for both English and
German native speakers.

The Dual Language Programme will be delivered using the PYP framework, offering students
learning experiences supported by the latest best practice pedagogy. Teachers in the Dual
Language Programme are proficient to a native level in either German or English. Conceptual
understanding and skills are developed through both languages, balancing this with the proficiency
level of each child.

We look forward to meeting you and sharing more about the ISB Dual Language Programme.

Michelle Phillips
ISB JUNIOR SCHOOL PRINCIPAL




The ISB Dual Language Programme (English-German) is an addition to our Junior School
Primary Years Programme (PYP) and compliments our English Language Programme. Both
programmes follow the full PYP Programme of study, a programme that ISB has offered since its
foundation in 1979.

The Dual Language Programme is available to students from EC1to Grade 5 (and Grade 6 from
2027/28). It enables students to develop proficiency in both languages, therefore allowing
students to better integrate with the local community.

The Dual Language Programme suits the needs of a variety of students (and parents), including:

Current ISB families who seek a stronger focus on both German and English

Local or newly-arrived families in Basel who are looking for an international curriculum and want
their children to learn in two languages (English and German)

German speaking Swiss families who are looking for a greater exposure to English for their
children, without losing German as an academic language



https://www.isbasel.ch/uploaded/docs/Curriculum_and_Subject_Guides/EC1-Grade5_Curriculum_Guide.pdf

ABOUT THE PRIMARY
YEARS PROGRAMME

The Primary Years Programme (PYP) is designed for students aged 3 to 11 (EC1to Grade 5). As part
of the wider International Baccalaureate (IB) Programme, the PYP prepares students to become
active, caring, lifelong learners who demonstrate respect for themselves and others and are well
equipped to participate in the world around them.

The PYP provides a relevant, engaging and challenging educational framework, focused on the
child’s whole growth and development, encompassing their social, physical, emotional, academic
and cultural needs.



https://www.isbasel.ch/learn/junior-school
https://www.isbasel.ch/learn/international-baccalaureate

THE DUAL LANGUAGE
PROGRAMME IN PRACTICE

The Dual Language Programme, beginning in EC1is offered to students who
are proficient in either English or German, while providing the opportunity to
learn in and about a second language (English or German).

Structure of Learning

Students in the Dual Language Programme Teaching Assistants (English and German). In
receive instruction in English and German. Grade 2, there are two full time teachers and two
Each grade, from EC1 to Grade 1, has two Dual part time assistants. From Grade 3, there are two
Language classes and a team of two full-time full time teachers.

Teachers (English and German) and two full-time

EC1- 3 Weekly Schedule

A Week

B Week
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Grade 1- 5 Weekly Schedule

A Week
DL Class 1
DL Class 2 English English English English English

B Week
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LEARNING OUTCOMES

The learning outcomes of the Dual Language Programme are in line with
ISB curriculum continuums for Language and Literacy.

Develop understanding and use of oral
language through listening to and talking
about topics and ideas that are important and
relevant to them.

Demonstrate an understanding of information
and ideas in oral texts by following simple
and clear instructions, responding to the
statements of others and actively participating
in the give and take of conversation;

Use words related to familiar experiences,
inquiries and topics;

Join in with songs, rhymes and chants.




EC1and EC2

Through exploration, play, discussions and interactions with others and the environment, students
develop approaches to learning and skills that lay the foundation for reading, writing and maths.
Examples include:

Pre-Reading and Pre-Writing

Program of Inquiry

Gain familiarity with the
sounds and patterns of both
languages;

Begin to draw and use ap-
proximate writing in a variety
of forms, identifying the topic,
purpose and audience;

Begin to show an awareness
of the conventions of written
text and sound symbol
relationships.

From EC3 and up

Are introduced to

mathematical concepts in

both languages;

Build-up mathematical

vocabulary.

Examples of learning outcomes include:

Develop an understanding
of a range of concepts
transferable to other settings;

Build-up vocabulary.

Reading Writing Prog.ram of
Inquiry
Home Read texts aloud Plan, draft and Understand, Develop an
Language | ata sufficientrate | edit writing, use and can understanding of a
and with sufficient | with support explain a range range of concepts
expression to (Primary Phase 1). of mathematical transferable to
convey the concepts. other settings.
sense of the text
(Primary Phase ).
Target Learn new Recognise some Represent Build-up
Language | vocabulary written words and describe vocabulary
and receptive Are exposed to numbers to Are exposed
language texts in target 100, concretely, to non-fiction
Develop language. pictorially and texts in target
phonemic symbolically language.
awareness. (Primary Phase 1).
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BREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

1. Who is the Dual Language Programme most suitable for?
The programme is suitable for any students without diagnosed language difficulties. However,
we recommend EC3 - Grade 4 (Grade 5 will begin in August 2026) students should be
proficient in either English or German.

2. Will my child in the Dual Language Programme learn the same curriculum content and
concepts as those in the English Language Programme?
Yes, students will follow the same curriculum and content in both programmes, with students
following the IB PYP Programme and doing the same Units of Inquiry.

3. What is the difference between a Bilingual and a Dual Language Programme?
Bilingual education is an umbrella term that refers to any programme with instruction in two
languages. Dual Language at ISB is a specific approach to developing language proficiency and
literacy in both English and German. It integrates speakers of a range of proficiencies in both
languages for academic content instruction. Students build proficiency in both languages as
they go through the programme, and develop an understanding of other cultures.

4. Will my child be able to switch between programmes?
Students who request to move from the English class to the Dual Language class can apply
to do so when they show proficiency in the languages. Students wanting to move from the
Dual Language class to the English class can apply to do so and changes will be subject to
school assessments.

5. Will there be a threshold of German language proficiency to join the Dual Language
Programme?
There are entrance criteria for the Dual Language for each grade level and these can be
obtained by contacting the Admissions team: admissions@isbasel.ch.

6. Will my child be able to receive Learning Support (LS) or English as Additional Language
(EAL) when attending this programme?
Learning support is offered in English to students in both the English and the Dual Language
programmes. EAL is available to any children who require this support. Students who are new
to German will be placed in a German beginner group for the stand alone German lessons, and
progress as they develop proficiency.



https://www.isbasel.ch/uploaded/docs/Curriculum_and_Subject_Guides/EC1-Grade5_Curriculum_Guide.pdf
mailto:admissions%40isbasel.ch?subject=
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Contact us to receive more information or book an individual consultation
| +4161715 3319
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