
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to Summer Learning! 
 
June 2026 
 
 
Dear Families, 
 
As we look forward to a wonderful, sunny break, we want to ensure our students remain sharp 
and confident for the upcoming school year. This summer, we are implementing a  
summer learning packet for all rising 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th-grade students, focusing on 
essential Math and Language Arts skills. 
 
Research indicates that regular practice over the summer months helps combat the "summer 
slide"—the tendency for students to lose some of the academic gains made during the 
previous school year. By dedicating a small, consistent amount of time to these packets, your 
child will keep foundational concepts fresh in their mind. This skill reinforcement ensures that 
every student walks into their new classroom in September prepared and ready to engage with 
the grade-level curriculum immediately. 
 
We firmly believe that summer should be a time for fun, relaxation, and family memories. The 
key to successful summer learning is balance. We do not expect students to complete these 
packets in one sitting. Instead, we encourage families to establish a manageable 
routine—such as 15 to 20 minutes a few times a week. This allows plenty of time for camp, 
outdoor play, traveling, and resting, while still keeping their academic muscles active. 
 
The summer packets are due during the first week back to school in September to your 
child’s homeroom teacher. They will count as a homework grade and be incorporated 
into some of the review activities at the start of the year.  Our school website will have 
links to the packets in case they are misplaced over the summer. 
 
Thank you for your continued partnership and support in your child's education. We wish you 
and your family a safe, relaxing, and wonderful summer break! 
 
 
Warmly, 
 
Mrs. Amendola  
Mrs. Maxwell 
 































































 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Summer Reading Assignment 

 
June 2026 
 
Dear families of incoming third to fifth-grade students,  
 
Summer vacation provides a much-needed break for our students. It is also a time for children to 
recharge and enjoy being kids. However, summer can also be a time of great learning loss. The 
best way to reduce this loss is for your child to read throughout the summer.  

All students entering grades 3-5 will read at least one book and complete a response task. 
Students may select a book from the attached suggested reading lists or any age and 
school-appropriate book, then complete the attached response task to bring to school during 
the first week to give to their teachers.  This will be your child’s first homework assignment.  

In addition, students will have access to Boost Reading through August 14th. They can log into 
Clever, choose Amplify, then select Boost Reading. You won’t need to assist them with their 
learning, since it is personalized to your child’s needs. For more information, see the Caregiver 
Hub: https://amplify.com/caregiver-hub/boost-reading/ 

You may find the following links helpful in supporting your reader this summer: 

📚https://monmouthcountylib.org/kids/ Monmouth County Library  
📚https://www.barnesandnoble.com/ Barnes and Noble  
📚https://www.readingrockets.org/literacy-home/summer-reading-and-learning Reading Rockets 
Summer Reading page  
📚https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews Common Sense Media - Books page 
📚https://www.readbrightly.com/summer-reading-central/ Summer Reading for Kids: Book Lists 
and Tips for Every Age 

Thank you for your support in making reading a positive experience for your children this summer! 

 
Sincerely,  
 
Mrs. Amendola 
Mrs. Maxwell 
 

https://amplify.com/caregiver-hub/boost-reading/
https://monmouthcountylib.org/kids/
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/
https://www.readingrockets.org/literacy-home/summer-reading-and-learning
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews
https://www.readbrightly.com/summer-reading-central/


Summer Assignment Optional Book List  

A Special Note to Parents to Help Establish a Love of Reading:  

●​ Create an inviting reading environment in your home and establish a reading time and routine.  
●​ Model reading! Let your children see you enjoy reading. Read aloud to your child! 
●​ Visit your local library regularly.  

 
Guide your child to select books first by interest, then find a ‘comfortable’ book from that genre. While 
students can explore their interests through nonfiction books this summer, for this assignment, they 
will read a fiction book. These suggestions are optional; students can choose any age-appropriate 
fiction book. 
 
Students should read a book they have never read before. The books below are generally listed from 
a match for younger to older audiences. Titles marked with a 📚 mean they are part of a series. 
Readers can choose any book from the series.  
 

Realistic Fiction 
 

A genre in which the characters and stories are created, but could happen in real life.  
 

Jake Drake, Know 
It All, by Andrew 
Clements 📚 

 

Tornado by Betsy 
Byars 
 

 

The Lemonade 
War by 
Jacqueline Davis 
📚 

 

Miracle at the 
Plate by Matt 
Christopher 📚 
 

 

Tales of a Fourth 
Grade Nothing by 
Judy Blume 📚 

 

The Penderwicks 
by Jeanne 
Birdsall 📚 

 

Fish in a Tree by  
Lynda Mullaly 
Hunt 

 

Because of Mr. 
Terupt by Rob 
Buyea 📚 

 

Wish by Barbara 
O’Connor  

 

Holes, by Louis 
Sachar  

 



 
 

Fantasy Fiction  
 

A genre in which the stories could not happen in real life and are built on magic and imagination. 
 

The Mouse and 
the Motorcycle by 
Beverly Cleary 📚 
 

 

The Chocolate 
Touch by Patrick 
Skene Catling 
 

 

The Kingdom of 
Wrenly: The Lost 
Stone 📚 
 

 
 

Summer 
According to 
Humphrey by 
Betty G. Birney 
📚 

 

The Timekeepers: 
First Flight by SJ 
King 📚 
 
 

 

The House on the 
Edge of Magic by 
Amy Sparks 📚 
 

 

The Spiderwick 
Chronicles 📚 
Book 1: A Field 
Guide 

 

James and the 
Giant Peach by 
Roald Dahl (or 
any R. Dahl book) 

 

Wishtree by 
Katherine 
Applegate 
 

 

Alice With a Why 
by Anna James 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Historical Fiction 

A genre in which the stories are set in a real time period from the past, where the setting and 
historical facts are real, but the characters and plot are made up.  

Archie Strikes Gold  
Smithsonian Historical 
Fiction Series by 
Branon Terrell 📚 
 

 

Time Jumpers Series: 
Escape from Egypt by 
Wendy Mass 📚 
*Fantasy & Historical 
(See also: Magic Tree 
House Series) 

 

The Oregon Trail: The 
Race to Chimney Rock 
by Jesse Wiley 📚 
 
 

 

I Survived the Dust 
Bowl, 1935 by Lauren 
Tarshis 📚 
 
 

 

Sky Chasers by Emma 
Carroll 
 
 
 

 
 

Ranger in Time  
Voyage Through Ash 
and Smoke 
By Kate Messner 📚 
 

 

The Man Who Walked 
Between the Towers by 
Mordicai Gerstein 
 
 

 

The Houdini Box by 
Brian Selznick  
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Mystery  

A genre in which a story acts like a puzzle. It usually starts with a strange event or a missing item, and 
a detective or character works to figure out what happened. Readers get to act like detectives, 
piecing together hints and clues to solve the case before the end. 

Third Grade 
Detectives: The 
Riddle of the Stolen 
Sand by George E. 
Stanley 📚 
 

 

Calendar 
Mysteries:  
July Jitters by Ron 
Roy 📚 
 
 

 
 

A-Z Mysteries: 
Detective Camp  
By Ron Roy 📚 
 
 
 

 

Cam Janson and 
the Summer Camp 
Mysteries by David 
A. Adler 📚 
 
 

 

National Park 
Mystery Series 📚 
Adventure in Grand 
Canyon National 
Park by Aaron 
Johnson 

 

Case Closed #1: 
Mystery in the 
Mansion by Lauren 
Magaziner 📚 

 

Finally, Something 
Mysterious by Doug 
Cornett (Book 1 of 
2) 

 

Escape from Mr. 
Limoncello’s Library 
By Chris 
Grabenstein  

 

City Spies by 
James Ponti 📚 
 

 

Mystery of Locked 
Rooms by Lindsay 
Currie  
 

 

 

 



Science Fiction 

A genre in which a made-up story mixes imagination with science and technology. It often asks "what 
if?" about the future and includes exciting things like space travel, robots, aliens, and time machines.  

The Alien Next Door by 
A. I. Newton and Anjan 
Sarkar 📚(Book 1 of 
12) 

 

Space Taxi Series: 
Archie Takes Flight by 
Wendy Mass 
 

 

Galaxy Zach Series: 
Hello, Nebulon! #1 📚 
By Ray O’Ryan  
 

 

Maya and the Robot by 
Eve L. Ewing  
 
 

 
 

The Wild Robot by 
Peter Brown  
 

 

Pi in the Sky by Wendy 
Mass 
 

 

A Rover’s Story by 
Jasmine Warga  
 

 

The Fourteenth 
Goldfish by Jennifer L. 
Holms 

 

 

 

 

 



Millstone Township Elementary School  
Summer Reading Assignment  

Summer Reading Reflection for Students Entering Grade 4 

Name: _________________________________________ Date: __________________ 

Book Title: _____________________________________________________________ 

Author: ________________________________________________________________  

Answer the questions below using complete sentences. 

 

1. Describe the setting of your book in detail.  

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Choose a character. Name one of their internal character traits and an example from the 
text that shows this trait.  

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Would you be friends with this character? Explain why or why not.  

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Continued on next page… 



 

4. Complete the chart to summarize your book.  

Somebody  
 

Wanted   
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
 

But   
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
 

So   
______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 

 


