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Billings School District 2
STUDENTS

Temporary School Closure

The Superintendent is authorized to close one or more district schools in response to extreme
weather, public safety hazard, infrastructure failure, health emergency, or other exigent
circumstances posing risk to students, staff, or property.

The Superintendent or designee shall notify parents/guardians, students, staff, transportation
services, and other appropriate stakeholders of any closure or instructional alteration as soon as
practicable, using established procedures (e.g., phone call, text, email, district website, social
media). Notification shall include the reason for closure or change, anticipated duration,
instructions for students/parents, and how updates will be communicated.

The Board of Trustees may declare that a district-level “state of emergency” exists. Such a
declaration is distinct from local, state, or federal emergency declarations and authorizes the
district to exercise extraordinary measures (including alternate instructional delivery, remote
learning, calendar modification, staffing reassignments, etc.) as permitted by law.

The district shall comply with Montana law regarding instructional time and BASE aid (§§ 20-9-
801 through 805, MCA). The Board may approve a resolution that a “reasonable effort” has been
made to reschedule lost instructional hours after an unforeseen emergency, including extending
the school year, using vacation days, conducting Saturday instruction, or extending daily
instructional hours. At least 75% of lost instructional hours should be made up before declaring
that a reasonable effort has been made.

The Board may allow one (1) school-day closure per year due to an unforeseen emergency
without the requirement to reschedule pupil instruction time or reduce BASE aid.

During closures or alternate instructional operations, the district will coordinate transportation,
facilities, food services, and operational logistics to ensure safety and continuity of services.
Prior to reopening, the Superintendent or designee shall verify that conditions (weather, safety,
structural integrity, health environment) are acceptable for resuming normal instruction or
alternate models. The district shall provide clear notice of reopening and any modified schedule.

Cross References: 8100 Transportation
2050 Innovative Student Instruction;
2100 School Calendar and Day;

6110 Superintendent — Board Job Responsibilities;
8110 Bus Routes and Schedules; Emergency Operations Plan

Legal References: §§ 20-9-801 through 20-9-806 (Emergency School
Closure, MCA §20-1-301 (Minimum aggregate hours of pupil instruction),




Policy History:
First Reading:

Second Reading:

Third Reading:
Adopted on:
Effective on:
Reviewed on:
Reviewed on:

and other applicable state/federal laws.

January 19, 2004 — Board of Trustees
March 8, 2004 — Education Committee
April 19, 2004 — Board of Trustees
April 19, 2004

July 1, 2004

December 17, 2018

June 15, 2026

Policy 2221
Page 2 of 2




