
It's business as usual at the District Offi  ce this summer! Business 
hours remain Monday through Friday, 7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.    

316 West Naches Avenue, 98942; 509-698-8000

Education Report
Selah School District’s

Spring/Summer 2026

An education update for the Selah community

Cultivating a Culture of Life-L g Learning for A ! 

June was special for seniors
from Selah High School as they 

celebrated graduation.  
Read about their milestone.

As we end another school year, 
catch-up on all of the 

Selah School District news
that you need to know. 

A Special 
Graduation 

Edition!

Taking A Sneak Peek at the News Inside

Our Summer Hours


Celebrating Our 

Selah High School Graduates
See Pages 2 and 3

Selah School District
News to Know

See Page 4-8

Sun Bucks Summer Food Assistance

School may be out for summer, but help with meals is available. The Sun Bucks Program helps 
eligible families buy food for school-aged children during the summer months, so they receive healthy 
and nutritious options. To learn more, check eligibility, or apply, please visit the Sun Bucks website at 
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/sunbucks, call 833-543-3230, or scan the QR code.
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"Success Isn't Something that is Chased!"

"Success is Something We Create for Ourselves!"

As she gazed across a sea 
of blue and gold sparkling 
beneath the lights of gradu-

ation night, Clare Richards, one of 
two class-selected speakers, stood 
center stage at the crossroads of 
memory and possibility. Before 
more than 280 fellow graduates of 
the Class of 2026 and a packed 
SunDome crowd of family, teach-
ers, and friends, Richards posed a 
question both familiar and profound, 
inviting her classmates to consider: 
"What do you want to be when you 
grow up?" After all, she said, this 
is a moment when it feels like we 
should fi nally have an answer. 

But as she continued, Richards 
challenged the assumption that 
adulthood requires a neatly pack-
aged response, urging her class-
mates instead to consider how they 
would defi ne success in the years 
ahead. Success, she suggested, is 

shaped less by accomplishments 
than by the goals we choose to 
pursue and the reasons we pursue 
them.  The better question, then, is 
not what we want to be, but what 
matters to us and why it matters. If 
we can answer that question, Rich-
ards said, "Success isn't something 
that is chased. Success is some-
thing we create for ourselves."

Before Richards' address, fel-
low class-selected speaker Maury 
Falcon took the stage and refl ect-
ed on the moment before them—
graduates standing at the edge of 
what comes next. In her remarks, 
she highlighted the many forms of 
success already achieved by the 
Class of 2026 and encouraged her 
classmates to carry that momentum 
forward. Falcon urged graduates to 
take their fi rst steps into the future 
with intention, recognizing the last-
ing impact their class can make.

In his message to seniors, Prin-
cipal Colton Monti praised the Class 
of 2026 as a group of students with 
diverse and engaging personali-
ties—outgoing, confi dent, and easy 
to connect with. He refl ected on 
their journey from being freshmen 
who were hesitant and unsure to a 
graduating class that has grown into 
leaders and young adults willing to 
fi nd their voice and show up for oth-
ers.  Monti also challenged students 
to embrace an evolving world, off er-
ing advice that those who will thrive 
in the future are those who remain 
adaptable, continue learning, dem-
onstrate resilience, and are willing 
to grow with change. He encour-
aged graduates to carry those les-
sons beyond the SunDome walls, 
recognizing that the growth they 
have shown throughout high school 

Selah High School students celebrated 
graduation on Monday, June 1, at the Ya-
kima SunDome.  Congratulations!

See Graduates/Cont. Page 3

In front of a packed crowd of supporters, 
the Viking Class of 2026 graduated over 
280 members. 

Graduation Planning for the Class of 2027
Even though we just celebrated the Class of 2026, there have been inquiries as to 

the graduation date for the Class of 2027.  Selah High School has set a tentative date 
for next year's graduation for Thursday, June 10, at 7:00 p.m. at the SunDome.

  

Selah Seniors and Graduation News...
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As part of the honors 
during Selah High 
School’s graduation 

ceremony, 15 valedictorians 
from the Class of 2026 were 
recognized: Avery Brew-
er, Kayli Collins, Maury 
Falcon, Natalie Farmer, 
Brenna Gamache, Delilah 
Haller, Shaelyn Hurst, Mal-
lory Keller, Miles Long-
mire, Charlee Miller, Rosie 
Pandit, Clare Richards, 
Joshua Strand, Sophia 
Tyrrell and Miley Zahler.  

Congratulations!  

Brenna GamacheNatalie FarmerMaury Falcon

Valedictorians 
Recognized!

Kayli Collins

Graduates/Cont. From Page 2

will continue to shape the paths 
they choose next. 

"I believe in who you are becom-
ing," Monti said. "Don't forget the 
power you have to positively impact 

others." 
For the Class of 2026, there is 

more to success than tangible ac-
complishments. Fueled with confi -
dence, they are poised to become 

Class of 2026 —Top Graduates Announced!

Top 10% Honored!

The following students were honored as the top 10% in the Class of 2026: 
Grady Andrews, Elayna Blodgett, Sophie Blodgett, Avery Brewer, Ella Buehler, 
Hannah Coats, Kayli Collins, Gabriel Cox, Robert Evans, Maury Falcon, Natalie 
Farmer, Taylor Freeborn, Brenna Gamache, Delilah Haller, Anneka Halverson, 
Makenna Heinle, Shaelyn Hurst, Mallory Keller, Miles Longmire, Charlee Miller, 
Rosie Pandit, Emma Patching, Clare Richards, Charlene Schutz, Martin Slobo-
da, Joshua Strand, Finnegan Tait, Sophia Tyrrell, Milie Wilkey, and Miley Zahler. 

It was twice the celebration 
during Selah's graduation cer-
emony as seven students were 
honored for earning high school 
diplomas while also meeting re-
quirements to earn an Associ-
ate Arts Degree: Ella Buehler, 
Natalie Farmer, Emily Galland, 
Jacob Goin, Katherine Mick-
elson, Madilynn Shurtleff , and 
Mahayla Vickers.

Congratulations graduates, 
twice!

Twice the 
Celebration!

Charlee MillerMiles LongmireMallory KellerShaelyn Hurst

Avery Brewer

Honored during Selah 
High School's graduation 
ceremony as class salu-
tatorians were three mem-
bers of the Class of 2026. 
Congratulations to: Gabri-
el Cox, Makenna Heinle 
and Charlene Schutz.  

Salutatorians 
Announced!

More Viking Graduation News...

a generation of leaders who look 
beyond outcomes and instead ask 
what truly matters and why it mat-
ters. Though no one knows what the 
future holds, this class understands 
success is not something to be 
chased, but something each person 
creates.

Delilah Haller

Miley ZahlerSophia TyrrellJoshua StrandClare RichardsRosie Pandit

Charlene SchutzMakenna HeinleGabriel Cox



As summer settles in and another school year is 
behind us, it is a fi tting time to refl ect on the ac-
complishments of our students and staff  while 

also looking ahead to the opportunities that await in the 
year to come.  

Among our highlights, on June 1, Selah High School 
graduated over 280 students. Whether pursuing higher 
education, technical training, military service, or enter-
ing the workforce, these graduates leave Selah with ex-
periences, skills, and relationships that will help guide 
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their futures. We also recognized our students as they 
completed another year of learning as well as those 
who celebrated their transition to higher grade levels or 
new buildings next fall. 

  While summer off ers time to recharge, it is also a 
season of progress throughout the District. Work contin-
ues at Selah High School as crews move forward with 
the installation of the new fi eld turf at Karl Graf Stadium, 
and construction of the Career and Technical Educa-
tion addition. These projects represent an investment 
in our students and community, creating learning envi-
ronments that will support both extracurricular activities 
and hands-on career preparation for years to come. 

The strength of the Selah School District has always 
been found in our people.  Our staff  members, families, 
students, and community partners share a commitment 
to helping every student succeed. Together, we cele-
brate accomplishments, navigate challenges, and con-
tinue building a culture where students feel supported, 
connected, and inspired to reach their potential. That 
commitment to continuous growth and meaningful rela-
tionships is what makes The Viking Way special.   

Thank you for your continued support of our schools 
and students. I hope you enjoy a relaxing summer with 
family and friends. I look forward to welcoming students 
back in August and beginning another year fi lled with 
new opportunities. 

A Message by: Kevin McKay

A Message from the Superintendent

A Capital Projects Update

Groundbreaking on the field turf project 
at Selah High School began in April.

See Projects/Cont. Page 6

If you’ve driven past the athlet-
ic fi elds at Selah High School re-
cently, you've likely noticed exciting 
changes underway. Construction 
crews are making progress on fi eld 
upgrades to Karl Graf Stadium, 
while work has also begun on the 
new Wilbur Repp Career and Tech-
nical Education (CTE) Center at the 
high school campus. 

Together, these two capital 
projects refl ect the District's com-
mitment to creating safe, modern, 
and future-ready spaces that will 
expand learning opportunities for 
students both inside and outside 
the classroom while benefi ting the 
Selah community — all at no addi-
tional cost to taxpayers.

Both projects have long been 
identifi ed as priorities in the Dis-
trict's long-range facilities plan, 
developed with input from staff , 
parents, patrons, and community 
stakeholders. Through a combina-
tion of existing capital project funds, 
state assistance, and resources 
from the Wilbur Repp Estate, the 
District is able to complete about 
$8.1 million in improvements, while 
continuing its commitment to re-
sponsible fi nancial stewardship.

“It’s exciting to see the progress 
on these projects,” said outgoing 
Associate Superintendent Chris 
Scacco. “These improvements will 
create lasting opportunities for stu-
dents while continuing our commit-

ment to responsible stewardship of 
community resources.”

Both projects are partially funded 
through the District's Capital Proj-
ects fund, which is restricted to fa-
cility improvements and other capi-
tal expenses and cannot be used 

Progress is Underway at Selah High School



As preparations begin for the 2026–2027 school year, several ad-
ministrative transitions have taken place across the Selah School 
District.

Lee Grams, Assistant Principal and ECEAP Director at the Robert Lince 
Early Learning Center, has moved to Selah Intermediate as Assistant Prin-
cipal. Grams has served the district in various leadership roles for 11 years.

Joining the Selah administrative team is Jeremy Baird, who will serve 
as Assistant Principal at Selah Middle School. Baird comes to Selah from 
the Rochester School District, where he recently served as principal of 
Rochester Middle School. Prior to that he served as an assistant principal in the Grandview School District. He as-
sumes the position previously held by Paul Hudson, who will transition to La Salle High School as principal.

Additional leadership changes include Chad Quigley, a 21-year Selah School District, who will assume the role 
of Associate Superintendent, while Stefanie Henry transitions to the Executive Director of Financial Services.

Needing to enroll your new stu-
dent into a Selah school?  

As the District transitions to Sky-
ward Qmlativ, please scan the QR 
code at right to complete enrollment 
for the month of July. Once Qmlativ 
is fully operational in August, fami-
lies will be notifi ed by email when 
the enrollment portal is available 
again.  

This process is for both new Se-
lah families, as well as for existing 
families enrolling an additional stu-
dent into school.
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Online Enrollment Open for New Selah Students!

Selah School District News and Notes...

District Announces Administrative Transitions and New Hires!

Lee Grams Jeremy Baird

A Look at 26-27 Calendar Dates
The 2026-2027 student calendar has been set. Important dates include: Monday, August 31, 

is the First Day of School. Winter Break is scheduled for December 21 - January 1, while Spring 
Break is April 5-9. Access the QR Code for the full calendar. 

Our Points of Pride!
We want to brag about our Dis-

trict! Read more District achieve-
ments and stories in 
the News Updates 
and Points of Pride 
sections, or scan the 
QR code.  

Be Ready for Next Year: Sign-Up to Volunteer

Even though summer break has just begun, now is the time to prepare 
for volunteering next school year.  Volunteers for class events, fi eld trips 
and other activities must complete an online application every two years.  
The District has upgraded its volunteer application platform, and because 
the new system includes nationwide background checks, same-day ap-
provals will no longer be available.  Visit the District website to apply.
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Selah School District Good News...

Projects/Cont. From Page 4

The controlled training event in-
volved emergency vehicles on site, 
coordinated response activities, 
and simulated tactical scenarios. 
While the activity was visible to 
the public, it was a planned and 
supervised professional training 
designed to strengthen readiness 
and coordination among agencies.

Turf to be Ready for Fall Athletic Season

for operational costs such as salaries or staffi  ng. While 
each project draws from multiple funding sources, this 
approach ensures funds are used as intended.

Karl Graf Stadium Improvements

Field turf installation at Karl Graf Stadium began in 
April in partnership with the contractor FieldTurf. The 
new surface will provide a safe, durable, and high-qual-
ity athletic space while supporting year-round use by 
students and the community. Construction is expected 
to be completed by August, in time for the fall sports 
season. The project is estimated at $3,182,679 and is 
funded through the District’s Capital Projects Fund, in-
cluding remaining state match dollars from previously 
approved safety-related improvements.

Wilbur Repp Tech Center

Construction is also underway on the Wilbur Repp 
Tech Center, with Goodman and Mehlenbacher Enter-
prises, Inc. dba GAME, Inc., serving as the contrac-
tor for the new CTE facility. A 1953 Selah High School 
graduate, Repp left a signifi cant gift to the District to 
support student opportunities and career pathways. His 
vision aligns with the District’s expanding CTE program, 
which provides students hands-on learning experienc-

es and the growing demand for skilled workers. 
Extending beyond traditional classroom spaces, the 

new facility will feature modern, industry-style learning 
spaces for programs such as agriculture, mechanics, 
construction, metalwork, machinery, and welding, help-
ing students develop practical skills and explore career 
options while preparing for college, apprenticeships, 
military service and the workforce. 

“The Wilbur Repp Tech Center will provide students 
with meaningful hands-on learning experiences that 
connect directly to future careers,” said Superintendent 
Kevin McKay. “It is an investment in the future success 
of our students and community.”

The Wilbur Repp Tech Center is projected to cost  
$4,927,427. Repp’s original $3.65 million gift, which 
has grown through investment earnings, will fund most 
of the project, with the remaining balance supported 
through state assistance and District Capital Funds.

As construction continues through the summer and 
into the coming school year, these projects mark an 
important step in realizing the District's long-range vi-
sion.  By investing in modern facilities today, the District 
is creating spaces where students can learn, compete, 
explore career pathways, and prepare for success well 
into the future without a tax increase.

School may be out for the sum-
mer, but the Selah School 
District remains focused on 

student safety.
The week after classes ended, 

district personnel partnered with 
local safety agencies to conduct a 

full-scale emergency preparedness 
training exercise at Selah Middle 
School. The exercise included per-
sonnel from the Selah Police De-
partment, Fire Department, Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce, and other regional emergen-
cy response partners.

Exciting changes are underway at Selah High School with the installation of field turf at Karl Graf Stadium and the construction of the 
Wilbur Repp Tech Center.

See Safety/Cont. Page 8

Strengthening School Safety
Through Collaborative Training
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Thank You Retirees!
Saying good-bye at the end-of-the-year 
is hard. It's even harder when we say 

farewell to familiar faces. As of press time 
thank you to our 2026 retirees who 
boast an impressive 241 years of 

Viking service among them! 
Carolyn Olson Reggie Hull Chris Scacco Mindy Forbes

Jeff Blain Dion Badillo Diana Durand Mari Jo Grubenhoff

Gay Thompson Don Davenport

Selah Staff  Honored During Best of the Best Ceremony!
Sprinkled in blue and gold, the Selah School District celebrated its fi nest during its Best of the Best ceremony 

where staff  was honored for exemplary work during the 2025-2026 school year. 
Selah Middle School English Language Arts Teacher, Kelly Mattson, was honored as Certifi cated Employee 

of the Year and John Campbell Primary para-educator, Juan Guzman, as Classifi ed Employee of the Year.  Also, 
staff  recognized with categorical awards were: Administrator: Joe Coscarart.
Certifi cated Staff : Kristin Ballew, Mindie Chervany, Shelby Clements, Rachel 
Dibble, Mindy Forbes, Sara Gross, Reggie Hull, Brooke Jonas, Kelly Mattson, 
Ellie Robins, and Oneyda Starr. Classifi ed Staff : Shona Brost, Annika Crum-
rine-Hammer, Jesse Eaton, Andreina Fajardo, Juan Guzman, Nicole Munoz, Ju-
lie Pitzer and Tracy Ratliff . Volunteers: Jean Brekke, Stacey Calvert, Summer 
Clark, Joan Dufault, Robert McChesney. Community Partner: Melinda Clarke.  

Now, That's Service!
As another year ends, it is time 

to recognize our Viking staff  for 
their Selah service milestones: 5 
Years: Maggie Bledsoe, Kather-
ine Blue, Jared Brink, Laura But-
ton, Alayna Carpenter, Brandy Cis-
neros, Shelby Clements, Andreina 
Fajardo, Allisa Franks, Brandon 
Gillespie, Joselin Guerrero, Te-
resa Hernandez, Trina Hovsepian, 
Kristi Irion, Araceli Joaquin Juarez, 
Brooke Jonas, Brooke Lee, Kevin 
Madson, Frank Maycock, Gerara-
do Montes De Oca, Lacey Moore, 

Jean Pearson Frank Maycock

Kelly Mattson Juan Guzman

Heidi Moultray, Jesus Muro Murillo, 
Elizabeth Pereira, Jamie Raphoon, 
Elizabeth Rehn, Rosa Rios, Lane 
Roberts, Morgan Rodriguez, Ve-
ronica Santana, Shyla Scadlock, 
Courtney Schrader, Jacqlyn Scog-
gin, Olena Spicer, Julie Stanley, 
Ryan Steltz, Bailey Treat, Elizabeth 
Verduzco, and Ginger Wright-Groe-
nig. 10 Years: Geoff  Anderson, 
Shelly Barnes, Monica Bredwell, 
Shelly Curtsinger, Don Davenport, 
Johnathon Dietrich, Annie Eck-
ert, John Gallegos, Nomer Gamet, 
Missy Jackson, Rebecca Keagle, 
Shauna McBride, Jessica McGuire, 

Cheyenne Medzius, Brenda Mi-
las, Ryanne Mills, Frank Reno, 
Theena Roberts, Steve Standley, 
Joel Starr, Deborah Thompson, 
and Kimberly Young Hopkins. 15 
Years: David Alvarez, Dustin 
Arenson, Kasey Benjamin, Bryan 
Dibble, Tawnya Eller, Brian Lund, 
Laurie Ozanich, and Rhea Peralta. 
20 Years: Dion Badillo, Kelsey 
Binder, Diana Durand, Mari Jo 
Grubenhoff , Jennifer Mooney, Rik 
Rainville, and Stephanie Smith. 
25 Years: Marie Smith and Chris 
Yergen. 30 Years: Marie Ehlis.
35 Years:  Scott Gunner.  

Carolyn Olson — (43 Years)
Reggie Hull — (31 Years)

Chris Scacco — (26 Years)
Mindy Forbes — (24 Years)

Jeff  Blain — (22 Years)
Dion Badillo — (20 Years)

Diana Durand — (20 Years)
Mari Jo Grubenhoff  — (20 Years)

Gay Thompson — (14 Years)
Don Davenport — (10 Years)

Jean Pearson — (6 Years)
Frank Maycock — (5 Years)

Selah School District Staff News...
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The Selah Education Report is a publication for the patrons of the Selah School District. 
Please contact, Heidi Diener at 509-698-8007, or, heididiener@selahschools.org, with inquiries.

Selah School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran 
or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal 

and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.  
The following employee(s) has been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: 

Chad Quigley, Executive Director of Human Resources; 316 W. Naches Ave.; Selah, WA 98942; 1-509-698-8004; chadquigley@selahschools.org

El Distrito Escolar de Selah no discrimina en ningún programa o actividades sobre el base de sexo, raza, credo, religión, color, origen nacional, edad, estado 
de veterano o militar, orientación sexual, expresión de género, identidad de género, discapacidad o el uso de perros entrenados como guíqa o animales 

de servicio y proporciona el acceso igual a los Boy Scouts y otros grupos designado de jóvenes. 
El empleado mencionado a continuación ha sido designado para atender consultas y quejas de supuesta discriminación: 

Chad Quigley, Executive Director of Human Resources; 316 W. Naches Ave., Selah, WA 98942; 1-509-698-8004; chadquigley@selahschools.org

We are recruiting individuals to join the Viking Team!  In addition to the certifi cated and 
classifi ed positions posted to the District's website, we are recruiting for all substitute 
positions, including transportation, custodial services and nutrition services. Apply at 
https://selahjobs.hrmplus.net/Home.aspx.

Final District Thoughts...

First Day of School Monday, August 31
Grades 4-12

First Day of School Wednesday, September 2
1st, 2nd, and 3rd Grades

TK and Kindergarten (Half of Students) 

First Day of School Thursday, September 3
TK and Kindergarten (Half of Students)

First Day of School Tuesday, September 8
Preschool

Visit our website and monitor our communication channels in mid-July for suggested items for 
students to bring to school for use in the classroom during the 2026-2027 school year.

As we prepare for the 2026-2027 school year, be watching for our back-to-school page on our District website.  
Also, please be watching for new school year updates on the District's regular communication channels.

Looking Ahead to Next Year...
•Back to School Website

•School Supplies

When Do Students Begin Next Year?

The exercise provided an opportunity to enhance emer-
gency readiness, improve communication among respond-
ing agencies, and ensure fi rst responders, district personnel 
and school staff  are prepared to respond eff ectively during 
an incident. Participants practiced safety protocols in a real-
istic environment while refi ning response procedures.

The Selah School District remains committed to maintain-
ing safe and secure learning environments for all students 
and staff . Training opportunities like this play an important 
role in ongoing eff orts to prepare, coordinate, and respond 
eff ectively while prioritizing student safety at the forefront.

Safety/Cont. From Page 6

Preparing for Student Safety


