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The MakeWaves Monthly 
   We develop students to become the best versions of the world, so they can transfer the world.
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HIGH 
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Superintendents’ Message 
We hope you are enjoying a wonderful summer filled with sunshine, relaxation, and quality time with family and friends! While 
classrooms may be on summer break, Gulf Shores City Schools remains full of energy. Our campuses are alive with students participating 
in a variety of engaging summer programs, including EcoTourism, Beach BRAIN, STEAM and Summer Camp, just to name a few. It's 
inspiring to see our students continuing to learn, explore, and grow all summer long.This summer also marks an exciting new chapter for 
Gulf Shores City Schools as we prepare for the opening of our beautiful new Gulf Shores High School. Over the coming weeks, staff will 
be busy making the transition into our newest campus. At the same time, Gulf Shores Middle School will relocate to the current high 
school campus, and Gulf Shores Elementary School will expand into the current middle school building. These moves represent an 
exciting investment in our students, teachers, and the future of our district, and we can't wait to welcome everyone into their new learning 
spaces this fall.As you prepare for the new school year, don't forget to download the GSCS Mobile App if you haven't already. The app 
provides the latest district news, school updates, calendars, athletic information, notifications, and much more—all in the palm of your 
hand. Once downloaded, you can personalize your experience by selecting the schools, calendars, teams, and notifications you want to 
follow so you never miss an important update. School offices remain open throughout the summer, Monday through Friday, with office 
hours varying by campus. If you have questions about registration, summer assignments, or preparing for the upcoming school year, our 
staff is happy to assist you. We hope the rest of your summer is filled with fun, relaxation, and special memories. We look forward to 
welcoming our Dolphin family back for an exciting new school year beginning Wednesday, August 12, 2026. We can't wait to 
MakeWaves together! 
Dr. Matt Akin - Superintendent makin@gsboe.org  
Dr. Stephanie Harrison - Assistant Superintendent sharrison@gsboe.org

mailto:makin@gsboe.org
mailto:sharrison@gsboe.org
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Health & Wellness Athletics

Arts Education Teaching & Learning

Summer Camp group had the best time at the ropes 
course at the ECO center!

First workout and meetings at the new covered outdoor 
athletic facility at the new Gulf Shores High School.

GSCS Summer Camp visited the new Gulf Shores 
High School and watched several sports practices! 
Thanks to all the coaches for taking a little time for 
our campers.

Students at Eco Camp learned how to natural dye 
with turmeric and marigolds then block print stamp 
tea towels at the Eco Center.
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Connect With Us! Stay informed on what’s happening with Gulf Shores City Schools!  
District/Schools Websites - Facebook - X - Instagram - You Tube - GSCS Mobile App

Rising 2nd grade summer camp students had an interesting and fun field trip to the Baldwin County SWDA 
Recycling Center in Summerdale…a really cool place!!

3rd and 4th grade Summer Camp students had a great visit to the Recycling Center! 

https://www.gsboe.org/
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Congratulations to Evelyn Lamar and Grey Goodman on their solid performance at RTJ Magnolia Grove in Mobile. 
Evelyn won her division with a -1 round. Grey tied for 2nd with an E round.

Glow Yoga came to GSES Summer Camp!
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The Gulf Shores Public Library came to summer camp. Students read and then acted out the book Misunderstood 
Shark.

At Down Under Dive Shop we love working with our community and supporting our youth! Help me in 
CONGRATULATING our BRAND NEW Jr. Open Water Certified Divers from Gulf Shores Middle School! Thanks Lila 
Moss Harris for your dedication and your heart for teaching and educating our community! 

https://www.facebook.com/downunderdiveshop?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZa4ZnFnf9dnxsoJSSydDeeTfDt4g4EmelQN5QoaztiM3588Lm4Yv2VAYdBoCqymfym6n_Ah4jUf76DC8mFRFRjXGET1Sa4kzGhk-KWO_qgs_dvj_zaN68MwAC2XVr5zUU5kMh14o4IvHVfhCksJzaMV3Dw4VjEqFBaNVPwyNkl2uZ0lphhhpxLAQdM-C5X2L8r1v5_W8mLqmxAussOv4iziCxcC2scY_qo3AnaWOnn0NQ&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/lila.m.harris?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZa4ZnFnf9dnxsoJSSydDeeTfDt4g4EmelQN5QoaztiM3588Lm4Yv2VAYdBoCqymfym6n_Ah4jUf76DC8mFRFRjXGET1Sa4kzGhk-KWO_qgs_dvj_zaN68MwAC2XVr5zUU5kMh14o4IvHVfhCksJzaMV3Dw4VjEqFBaNVPwyNkl2uZ0lphhhpxLAQdM-C5X2L8r1v5_W8mLqmxAussOv4iziCxcC2scY_qo3AnaWOnn0NQ&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/lila.m.harris?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZa4ZnFnf9dnxsoJSSydDeeTfDt4g4EmelQN5QoaztiM3588Lm4Yv2VAYdBoCqymfym6n_Ah4jUf76DC8mFRFRjXGET1Sa4kzGhk-KWO_qgs_dvj_zaN68MwAC2XVr5zUU5kMh14o4IvHVfhCksJzaMV3Dw4VjEqFBaNVPwyNkl2uZ0lphhhpxLAQdM-C5X2L8r1v5_W8mLqmxAussOv4iziCxcC2scY_qo3AnaWOnn0NQ&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
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Randy Carlisle 
State Transportation Supervisor of the Year

Amanda Talantis 
Excellence in Teaching about Agriculture Award

Brandi Owens 
State Bus Driver of the Year
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A big thank you to Gulf Shores Beach Rescue for leading today's Little Lifeguard Program! Our participants had an 
incredible opportunity to learn important beach and water safety skills from the professionals who help keep our 
beaches safe every day. 
During today's program, students learned:


• Beach safety fundamentals

• How to understand and follow the beach flag warning system

• How to spot a rip current and what to do if caught in one

• Safe ways to enter and exit the water 

Proper dolphin dive technique for navigating waves safely

These hands-on lessons help build confidence, awareness, and respect for the water while teaching skills that can 
save lives. We are grateful to Gulf Shores Fire Rescue for sharing their expertise and helping our future beachgoers 
become safer and more knowledgeable around the Gulf!
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4th-6th grader summer campers enjoyed the zoo and the Hot Shop at the Orange Beach Coastal Arts Center!

Summer Camp 3-4th Grade students having a blast at Lake Shelby!

Summer Camp’s 4th-6th graders showing off their own version of Van Gogh’s Starry Night. 
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Familiar Face & New Place at GSMS

New Faces & New Places at GSES
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Beach BRAIN Camp is a hands-on, place-based math and science camp that has been made available through a 
partnership with the University of South Alabama College of Education and is being funded by an ASAP grant. 

What better way to celebrate World Ocean Day than with rising fifth and sixth graders at Beach BRAIN! Campers 
visited Lake Shelby today and learned about plankton! Campers also used fractions to play Wipe Out and engaged 
in weather forensics.

On Lake Shelby at Gulf State Park, a group of young 
campers worked through a question that lay right at their 
feet: What fraction of this water is salt? What fraction is 
fresh?

It was a moment that captured exactly what “Beach Brain” 
is meant to do: Merge science and math and let kids 
search for answers by asking real questions about a place 
they thought they already knew. 

“Being a teacher, especially after this, is now up in my top 
3,” said Xander Smith, a rising high school junior. “I've 
thought about it, and now I want to be a teacher even 
more.” Read more: https://www.southalabama.edu/.../
061626beachbrain.html

https://youtu.be/FeY3N5z2hUQ?si=wcfZR3-OvWJa1LG8

https://www.southalabama.edu/departments/publicrelations/pressreleases/061626beachbrain.html?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExZ3VIMDMyWGdkc2RrOUhsZXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR4CQwBpm91uHmd5mcZctXALolMqL7E5XpvlK2QoAgx7KNNkzNoITmT2o4fB1A_aem_f14AtzPU0iuFo5jFk6-RiA
https://www.southalabama.edu/departments/publicrelations/pressreleases/061626beachbrain.html?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExZ3VIMDMyWGdkc2RrOUhsZXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR4CQwBpm91uHmd5mcZctXALolMqL7E5XpvlK2QoAgx7KNNkzNoITmT2o4fB1A_aem_f14AtzPU0iuFo5jFk6-RiA
https://www.southalabama.edu/departments/publicrelations/pressreleases/061626beachbrain.html?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExZ3VIMDMyWGdkc2RrOUhsZXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR4CQwBpm91uHmd5mcZctXALolMqL7E5XpvlK2QoAgx7KNNkzNoITmT2o4fB1A_aem_f14AtzPU0iuFo5jFk6-RiA
https://youtu.be/FeY3N5z2hUQ?si=wcfZR3-OvWJa1LG8&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExZ3VIMDMyWGdkc2RrOUhsZXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR57Yrk2YRRkStCBSmlWKYDio82Et3AT39XWPgzFv24Pi8YEaxXmE6u0njW6tg_aem_TJ8hEzAVFd1ekOQWJUB2zw
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Don't miss out on your Gulf Camp summer!! 

We fish, kayak, bike, sculpt, paint, garden, cook, and lots more!  
Register for a week or a day and make some summer camp memories like these!


Register at www.gulfcenter.org/summer

20 Dolphin Wrestlers got better at 
the Penn State wrestling camp. 

It was a great experience for our 
guys getting instruction from 
some of the best coaches in the 
world!!

http://www.gulfcenter.org/summer?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExZkR1SkVSZ3RQMWRnVGY5QXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6WbX7vwrlP5-kIhhZnSwvgRuAel65O1NpksVXSwbzuRQ0YuAd-sfJmZFKEMA_aem_ByfZ-tcC_DQUQxIA0hIQJg
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Members of the Gulf Shores Board 
of Education recently attended the 
Alabama School Boards 
Association Summer Professional 
Development Conference to 
enhance their knowledge and stay 
informed on current educational 
trends and best practices.

HOSA ILC 2026 - Indianapolis: 

Ella advanced to round 2 in the PCT Competitive Event & was awarded a HOSA Scholarship!  Mrs. Murphy has been 
busy with the Competitive Events Team and even got a quick hug from GSHS HOSA alumni @mauravhawkins who is 
also competing here in Indy!  @gshs_hosa was recognized for supporting NMDP 

and Americas Blood Centers . From keynote speakers, US General Surgeons, networking, expo, offsite events, and 
many steps taken…We are looking forward to the day of exploration and the evening Awards Session. Good luck 
Ella & Maura!
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What an amazing week at Cheer Camp! Our athletes represented our school with pride, determination, and 
outstanding sportsmanship, and their hard work paid off in a big way!

Varsity Cheer 

• 1st Place – Medium Varsity Cheer

 JV Cheer

• 1st Place – Large JV Cheer

• 2nd Place – Large JV Camp Dance

• Large JV Game Day Champions

 Individual Honors

• 8 cheerleaders were selected as All-Americans: Caroline Taylor, Peyton Krueger, Liliana Grandy, Melissa Montiel, 
Sydney Prantl, Clare Ivy-McMahan, Maddox Tabb, Maddi Thomas 

• 2 cheerleaders received the prestigious Pin It Forward Award, recognizing leadership, kindness, and 
encouragement of others. Congratulations to Liliana Grandy and Maddox Tabb!

We are incredibly proud of every athlete for their commitment, teamwork, and positive attitude throughout the week. 
Thank you to our coaches, families, and supporters who helped make this camp experience so successful.

The future is bright for Dolphin Cheer, and we can't wait to bring this energy into the season!
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K/1st grade Summer Camp kids loved their time at the GS airport! 

Summer Camp had a fun trip to Lake Shelby! We had a blast with sandnet fishing, fishing with rods, completing a 
service project, eating watermelon, shucking and eating fresh corn, and making our own fresh lemonade. These 
pictures are of our 3rd and 4th graders. 

Summer Camp staff and students had a blast at Sims Park.

To continue our Community Helper week, summer 
camp had Gulf Shores High School’s culinary teacher, 
Mrs. Madsen, come and walk us through making our 
very own fruit pizza! 

Thank you to Gulf Shores Fire Department and the 
Gulf Shores Police Department for kicking off our 
Community Helpers week at summer camp.
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We took flight at Eco camp. We learned all about how birds fly, experimented with bottle rockets, made origami 
butterflies, and cooked up delicious fresh pickles!

It's been a busy couple of weeks for our 4 PADI Divemaster candidates! Congratulations to Hunter, Anna, Caroline, 
and Krista! Good luck as you begin your new journey as a dive professional! Great job PADI Master Scuba Trainer 
Diver, Lila Harris!

Congratulations to Lenny Lemus Suazo and Portia 
Hollis for being named Bedsole Scholars by The J.L. 
Bedsole Foundation! 

The Bedsole Foundation is dedicated to supporting 
academic excellence and leadership, investing in 
students who demonstrate outstanding potential and 
commitment to their communities.

As Bedsole Scholars, Lenny and Portia have each 
been awarded a $24,000 scholarship over four years, 
an incredible achievement that reflects their hard work 
and bright futures ahead.


Congratulations to these 
senior recipients! Go Dolphins

Portia Hollis has been selected as a recipient of the 
Mercedes-Benz U.S. International Scholarship, 
earning a $3,000 scholarship to support her studies at 
Samford University in Birmingham, Alabama where 
she is majoring in Musical Theatre and Corporate 
Communications.

This recognition from Mercedes-Benz U.S. 
International highlights Portia’s dedication, 
excellence, and bright future ahead. We’re so proud 
of all she continues to accomplish!
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It’s Tee Shirt Tuesday and Dr. Eric Mackey, The Alabama State Superintendent for Education, is wearing a tee shirt 
from Gulf Shores City Schools — enjoyed a tour of the beautiful new Gulf Shores High School which welcomes 
students to the campus this August!

https://www.facebook.com/gulfshorescityschools?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZaDSLjKKkWtOVrZjn0VLxN2ToRjoW4JVU3F9vdNXJaNxehujccD4Yv1S5DyuXPNeocXjvf_yj9iVJLq1UugmaWQFpgssJN3aQk16PLDGUjcJSUS91zf7s5SZqeYr_3yV8wSyBCWv2ziNrrhIjn7WJ2rySZ7-uLsonL05kwCYpH4Rv6PkCfMm3VVgvE_PnyQmfg&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/GulfShoresHS?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZaDSLjKKkWtOVrZjn0VLxN2ToRjoW4JVU3F9vdNXJaNxehujccD4Yv1S5DyuXPNeocXjvf_yj9iVJLq1UugmaWQFpgssJN3aQk16PLDGUjcJSUS91zf7s5SZqeYr_3yV8wSyBCWv2ziNrrhIjn7WJ2rySZ7-uLsonL05kwCYpH4Rv6PkCfMm3VVgvE_PnyQmfg&__tn__=-%5DK-R
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The Middle School Cheer Squad ROCKED Bama camp last week! 

GSMS: Mark Your Calendar and Make Plans to Attend!
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Last day of summer camp ended with the best fire department coming to help us enjoy water day! Thank you to all 
parents and students for a wonderful summer camp!

Dolphins Earn 4 Selections on the 2026 6A All-State Team! 


Congratulations to our four Dolphins who were recognized by 
the Alabama Sports Writers Association with 6A All-State 
honors for the 2026 season! 

Jacob O’Bryan – 1st Team All-State

John Luke Stephens – 2nd Team All-State

Tres Moore – 2nd Team All-State

Price Stephens – Honorable Mention All-State 

Having four players recognized among the best in Class 6A is a 
testament to their hard work, dedication, and commitment to 
our program. We are proud of these young men and the way 
they represented Gulf Shores Baseball throughout the season.

Congratulations, Dolphins!

Summer Camp 3rd and 
4th graders visited the 
Gulf Shores International 
Airport recently. The 
weather limited their 
activities a bit, but the 
staff was great and they 
still had a wonderful time!
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Former Gulf Shores High School NJROTC Cadet Jorja Carrino has successfully 
completed New Student Indoctrination (NSI) at Naval Station Great Lakes, 
Illinois.

NSI is the Navy ROTC program’s introductory training course, designed to 
prepare incoming scholarship and college program midshipmen for the 
challenges of NROTC and future naval service. The training focuses on military 
customs and courtesies, physical fitness, leadership, discipline, and basic naval 
knowledge.

Completion of NSI marks an important first step as Jorja begins her journey at 
Jacksonville University on a full Navy ROTC scholarship, where she is pursuing 
her goal of becoming a Navy Nurse.

Although she has graduated from the Gulf Shores High School NJROTC 
program, she remains a valued member of our NJROTC family. We are proud of 
her accomplishments and cannot wait to see what she accomplishes in this 
journey.

Congratulations, Jorja!

Nora Malone received a $2,500 Baldwin Health 
Scholarship from the Coastal Baldwin Educational 
Enrichment Foundation. Nora will be attending the 
University of Florida, where she will major in 
Psychology on the Pre-Med track.

Congratulations, Nora! We are so proud of you and 
can’t wait to see all that you accomplish.

GSHS NJROTC achieves another remarkable milestone! 

Casey Wates has demonstrated extraordinary perseverance by successfully 
completing two esteemed service academy Summer Seminars, a truly impressive feat. 

He attended the United States Naval Academy's program in Annapolis, MD, and 
shortly after, completed the United States Air Force Academy's program in Colorado 
Springs, CO. 

As Casey competes for a Congressional Nomination this year, his remarkable work 
ethic and impressive resume have positioned him for outstanding success. 

We are incredibly proud of his initiative and excited to see the profound impact he will 
make in the future. With his unrelenting drive and determination, Casey is destined for 
great things in his future.

Wrapping up another one of the best summer camps 
with our ECO Center partners! 
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STEAM Summer Camp – Into the Jungle!

STEAM took flight today as Aviation Week adventures continued!

Campers explored the science of flight by learning about two important forces that help airplanes soar—thrust and lift. 
After watching a short video, they put their engineering skills to the test by constructing and flying two simple paper 
airplane designs.At first, many were skeptical that a little paper and tape could actually fly! But through measuring, cutting, 
folding, taping, testing, and redesigning, they discovered that engineering is often a process of trial and error. One of the 
biggest lessons of the day wasn’t just about airplanes—it was about perseverance. Campers learned that growth happens 
in the struggle, and that mistakes are often the first step toward success. By the end of the lesson, their planes—and their 
confidence—were soaring!
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Mentors needed:  
Do you want to make a difference in a student's life?  
Can you find the time to help support our wonderful 
school system by being present for a student one hour 
one day a week on Tuesday or Wednesday afternoons 
during the school year?  
Volunteers are needed to build a one-on-one 
relationship with a student through our Kids Hope, 
USA mentoring program.  Help us support our 
students by contacting Sandi Harris in the 
Administrative Office at 251-968-9873. She will be 
happy to assist you.
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GSCS Board Meeting Round Up: Too busy to attend school board meetings, but still wanna know more? 
Check out the episodes of “Board Shorts” to stay up-to-date.

Connect With Us 
Matt Akin - Superintendent 
Stephanie Harrison - Assistant Superintendent 
Sandi Harris - Office Manager 
Chad Green - CSFO 
Marcelinia Speller - Human Resource Coordinator 
Chelsey Neth - Data Management & Reporting Analyst 
Jason Watts - Athletic Director 
Beau Roode - Director of Operations 
Sonya Price - Director of Exceptional Education 
Liz Corcoran & Tracy Bennett - English Language Learners 
Tanya Hill - Child Nutrition Program Coordinator 
Randall Carlisle - Student Engagement, Transportation & Safety Coordinator 
Jessica Sampley - Career Tech Coordinator 
Karen Pearson - District Testing Coordinator                                                                  Joe McAleer - Social Media 
Laura Goulden - Mental Health Coordinator 
Whitney Boggus - Chief Technology Officer 
Alicia Early - Director of Federal Programs, Compliance, and Strategic Initiatives 

Do you have a 
suggestion or  
comment you would 
like to share with us?  
Connect with GSCS

District 
Elementary School 
Middle School 
High School 
Virtual Academy

7/1-3	 GSCS: Spark Summer Fun Camp Invention 
7/3	 GSCS: Independence Day Observance  (Central Office & All Schools Closed) 
7/9	 BOE: Combo- School Board Work Session/Regular Meeting 4:00pm 
7/13-17	 Kids Yoga Summer Camp (K-5th Graders) 
7/13-17	 Summer Sport Camp (Grades K-5) First Baptist Church GS 
7/20	 GSHS: Senior Parking Application Available 
7/21	 GSHS: Junior Parking Application Available 
7/22	 GSHS: Sophomore Parking Application Available 
7/23	 GSMS: Open Tours of GSMS 4:00pm-6:00pm 
7/27-31	 GSCS: Summer Culinary Camp (Grades 5-8 - BBQ) 
7/27-30	 GSHS: Coastal Career Academy 2026 ((9th & 10th Graders-Learning Campus at Gulf State Park) 
7/27	 GSHS: Senior Student Orientation & Tour/Schedule Pick-Up/Parking Decals & New Computer Issued/Lunch 10:00am-12:00pm 
7/27	 GSHS: Senior Parent Night & Tour 5:00pm-7:00pm 
7/28	 GSHS: Junior Student Orientation & Tour/Schedule Pick-Up/Parking Decals & New Computer Issued/Lunch 10:00am-12:00pm 
7/28	 GSHS: Junior Parent Night & Tour 5:00pm-7:00pm 
7/28	 GSMS: 8th Grade Schedule & Device Pick-Up 9:00am-1:00pm 
7/28	 GSMS: New Student & 6th Grade Orientation & Tours 5:00pm-7:00pm 
7/29	 GSHS: Sophomore Student Orientation & Tour/Schedule Pick-Up/Parking Decals & New Computer Issued/Lunch 10:00am-12:00pm 
7/29	 GSHS: SophomoreParent Night & Tour 5:00pm-7:00pm 
7/29	 GSMS: 7th Grade Schedule & Device Pick-Up 9:00am-1:00pm 
7/30	 GSHS: Freshmen Student Orientation & Tour/Schedule Pick-Up/Parking Decals & New Computer Issued/Lunch 10:00am-12:00pm 
7/30	 GSHS: Freshmen Parent Night & Tour 5:00pm-7:00pm 
7/30	 GSMS: 6th Grade Schedule & Device Pick-Up 9:00am-1:00pm

https://www.facebook.com/gulfshorescityschools
https://x.com/i/flow/login?redirect_after_login=/GulfShoresBOE
mailto:info@gsboe.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDETtsEE8aqP-fapD747BAQ
https://www.gsboe.org/board-of-education/board-shorts
mailto:makin@gsboe.org
mailto:sharrison@gsboe.org
mailto:sharris@gsboe.org
mailto:cgreen@gsboe.org
mailto:mspeller@gsboe.org
mailto:cneth@gsboe.org
mailto:jwatts@gsboe.org
mailto:broode@gsboe.org
mailto:sprice@gsboe.org
mailto:lcorcoran@gsboe.org
mailto:tbennett@gsboe.org
mailto:thill@gsboe.org
mailto:rcarlisle@gsboe.org
mailto:jsampley@gsboe.org
mailto:kpearson@gsboe.org
mailto:jmcaleer@gsboe.org
mailto:lgoulden@gsboe.org
mailto:wboggus@gsboe.org
mailto:aearly@gsboe.org
https://www.instagram.com/gscityschools/
https://www.gsboe.org/
https://gses.gsboe.org/
https://gsms.gsboe.org/
https://gshs.gsboe.org/
https://gsva.gsboe.org/

