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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
SUFFIELD CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

JUNE 23, 2026 
7:00 P.M. 

Town Hall  
83 Mountain Road, Suffield, CT 

Commissioners present: Chairman Art Christian, Vice-Chairman Glenn Neilson, Norm John Noble, Jessica McCue 
Ray Wilcox, Gary Phelps and Kathy Bielonko – Alternate  
 
Commissioners absent: Beth Fanous and Tom Elmore - Alternate  
 
Also present: Keith Morris, Conservation Consultant, Chad Kuzontkoski, Park Superintendent and Norm Cheever, 
Southwick Conservation Commission 
 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER – 7:00 P.M. 

Chairman Christian called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and assigned Commissioner Fanous’s voting rights to 
Commissioner Bielonko.  He noted that the new dock at Sunrise Park, which will be dedicated to former Conservation 
Commission member Pat Reilly, had been constructed and was awaiting installation. He also reported that the bridge 
leading to the swimming area would be replaced. Chairman Christian extended his appreciation to the Department of 
Public Works for its assistance with both projects. 

Consultant Morris read the agenda aloud. 

PARK SUPERINTENDENT REPORT 

Parks Superintendent Chad Kuzontkoski reported that several trees had been assessed, with some removed and others 
remaining under observation. The Fire Marshal recently established pavilion occupancy limits of approximately 70 seated 
and 200 standing occupants, and signage will be installed. He also advised that pond algae treatment was scheduled for 
June 26, 2026, and recommended temporarily suspending swimming until treatment was completed. The Commission 
discussed the potential need for a second treatment and requested that notices be posted on the Town website. 

Mr. Kuzontkoski reported that summer camp had begun successfully and reviewed several maintenance items, including 
repairs to smaller structures, routine building maintenance, and mowing concerns at Stony Brook Park. 

The Commission also discussed Sunrise Park gate operations and concerns regarding non-resident use of the park during 
weekdays. Commissioners considered the possibility of hiring a floating weekday gate attendant and exploring an 
automated gate system for future implementation; however, no formal action was taken. 

Mr. Kuzontkoski further reported that the Suffield High School Interact Club and Rotary had proposed installing a Peace 
Pole at Sunrise Park. The Commission requested additional information before considering the proposal. 

Commission members complimented Mr. Kuzontkoski on the condition of Sunrise Park and thanked him for his 
continued efforts. 

INFORMAL DISCUSSION 

1. Guilmartin – Single Family Home – 96 Hale Street 

By Michele Urch at 3:43 pm, Jun 30, 2026
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The Commission held an informal discussion regarding a proposal by Scott Gilmartin to construct a single-family home at 
96 Hale Street. Mr. Gilmartin explained that the parcel is an existing lot of record that formerly contained a house and 
barn and is currently subject to tax foreclosure due to unpaid taxes. He stated that he and his wife wished to construct a 
small three-bedroom home on the property and presented information regarding soil testing and septic feasibility. 
Representatives indicated that the North Central District Health Department had confirmed the property's suitability for a 
septic system and believed the proposal would have minimal impact on nearby wetlands. 

The Commission discussed the proximity of the proposed house and septic system to wetlands and the Commission's 
customary 150-foot setback requirement. Members expressed concerns about setting a precedent by allowing reduced 
setbacks, while also acknowledging the unique circumstances associated with the property's history as a previously 
developed lot. Commissioners also discussed the possibility of locating evidence of the former house foundation, which 
could potentially affect future consideration of the proposal. While members recognized the benefit of returning the 
property to productive use and expressed sympathy for the challenges posed by the site's extensive wetland constraints, 
significant concerns remained regarding compliance with the Commission's regulations. No formal action was taken, and 
the applicant was advised to consider the Commission's feedback before determining whether to proceed with a formal 
application. 

2. MacNaughton – South Grand Street 

The Commission then held an informal discussion with Mr. MacNaughton regarding property on South Grand Street and 
a previously denied application that had been denied without prejudice. Mr. MacNaughton explained that he had revised 
the proposal in an effort to address the Commission's prior concerns and was seeking direction before resubmitting an 
application. He apologized for comments made during the previous proceedings and emphasized that he was attempting to 
work collaboratively with the Commission. The discussion focused on potential wetland impacts, proposed driveway 
locations, tree removal, grading, and the extent of fill that would be required for the development. 

Commission members expressed significant concerns regarding the property's extensive wetland system and the potential 
impacts of construction activities on adjacent wetlands and drainage patterns. Members discussed the need for additional 
information, including tree inventories, revised plans, and further analysis of stormwater management and driveway 
construction. The applicant and his engineer explained that the proposed drainage system was designed to handle up to a 
25-year storm event and that wetland impacts would remain below regulatory thresholds. The Commission also discussed 
long-term maintenance and enforcement considerations, including future use of regulated areas and protection of wetland 
buffers. 

No formal action was taken. The Commission encouraged Mr. MacNaughton to continue refining the proposal and submit 
additional information should he decide to proceed with a revised application. 

3. Crane – Barn – 287 Lakeview Drive 
 
The Commission briefly discussed the proposed Crane Barn construction at 287 Lakeview Drive. As no representatives 
for the project were present, members noted the item for informational purposes only and indicated that any substantive 
discussion would occur at a future meeting if necessary. 
 
PLAN ACCEPTANCE 
 

1. Permit #1746 – Coby (owner) – Retaining Wall/Replace Existing Screen Porch – Mountain Road.  This 
property is located at 4034 Mountain Road.  Assessor’s Map 4H, Block 2, Lot 10. 

 
Keith Morris, Conservation Consultant, provided an update on Permit #1746 and noted the work that has yet to be done 
and the work that has already been completed.   
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Commissioner Noble MOTIONED and Commissioner McCue seconded to approve the after-the fact Permit #1746 – 
Coby (owner) – Retaining Wall/Replace Existing Screen Porch – Mountain Road with the understanding that Keith 
Morris will oversee the replacement of the existing porch screen and monitor for compliance.  This property is located at 
4034 Mountain Road.  Assessor’s Map 4H, Block 2, Lot 10. Motion passed unanimously.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

Norm Cheever, Chair of the Southwick Conservation Commission, provided an update on the NRCS project and 
distributed informational materials for the Commission's review. 

Vice-Chairman Neilson discussed recent activity at Pride Corner Farms and expressed interest in having a copy of their 
plans for informational purposes as some residents have raised concerns.   

CONSULTANT’S REPORT 

None 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE MAY 12, 2026 MEETING 

Commissioner Noble MOTIONED and Commissioner Wilcox seconded to approve the minutes from the May 12, 2026 
meeting as presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Vice-Chairman Neilson MOTIONED and Commissioner Wilcox seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:49 p.m.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Kristen O. Lambert 
Recording Secretary 
 

 

 

 

 


