Greetings, parents.

Next school year, the English Department in MS and HS is adopting a new approach to
composition. We hope to improve our instruction across grade levels so that students have a
more consistent experience in the art of writing. Since composition lessons take significant time,
you should expect us to read fewer books in the school year, about four per grade.

Additionally, many of our summer assignments are being abbreviated. With an impending
composition “reboot,” we see less need for summer essays.

Otherwise the plan for summer work is similar to last year’s arrangement. The purpose of
English summer work is to encourage students to read good and great books, since the
imagination is crucial for personal formation. Students in each grade are:

1. Required to read one book, selected by the teacher and the department chair

2. Held accountable for reading the required book through a brief assessment

3. Encouraged to read a second book from a list of recommended titles (see the following

page with separate lists for UE, MS, and HS)
4. Caveat: Advanced courses still require two books.

As before, the English teachers are following several self-imposed rules:
e The required book must be (a) good or great, (b) accessible (“no teacher required”), and
(c) relevant to instruction in Quarter One, if not Semester One or the entire year.
e The assessment must be simple (one question or task), brief, and promptly graded.
e The recommended books must be (a) good or great and (b) numerous (ten or more titles
to encourage student choice).

May the Lord bless you and your children with true leisure this summer.

Seth Holler

Teacher, English 12

Chair, English Department
May 2025



List of Recommended Titles

ECS English teachers commend the following works of fiction to all ECS families. They run the
gamut from quotidian to romantic, humorous to solemn, comic to tragic, realistic to fantastic.
Some are more challenging than others; books listed earlier tend to be easier to read, according
to Lexile measures. Some works, especially on the HS list, may oppose or neglect the Christian
faith; but regardless of the author’s worldview, each book testifies to the inescapable moral and
spiritual truth that human beings are mixed things—that the line between good and evil runs
through the heart, not between any two groups or societies.

Upper Elementary

e C(Cleary, Henry Huggins e De Angeli, The Door in the Wall

e DiCamillo, The Tale of Despereaux e C.S. Lewis’s “Chronicles of Narnia”

o Rawls, Where the Red Fern Grows e Laura Ingalls Wilder’s “Little House”

e Ryan, Esperanza Rising series

e Rankin, The Westing Game e Curtis, Bud, Not Buddy

o Pyle, King Arthur and His Knights o Green, King Arthur and His Knights

e Cleary, Beezus and Ramona of the Round Table

e Dahl, Charlie and the Chocolate ® D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths
Factory e D’Aulaire’s Book of Norse Myths

e Paulsen, Mr Tucket e Green, Tales of the Greek Heroes

Sewell, Black Beauty

Middle School
e Madaleine L’Engle’s “Time Quartet” e London, The Call of the Wild
o Colum, The Children’s Homer e London, White Fang
e Alexander, The Crossover o Kipling, The Jungle Book
e Juster, The Phantom Tollbooth e  White, The Sword in the Stone
e Paulsen, Hatchet o Alcott, Little Women

High School

Graham Greene, The Power and the Glory—we never even learn the name of the hero, a
Mexican priest on the run from a fanatical communist official

Charlotte Bronte, Jane Eyre—gothic romance and moral dilemma

C. S. Lewis, Out of the Silent Planet—God, angels, aliens (part one of a trilogy)

Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice—much more, but never less, than marriage

Thomas Hardy, 7ess of the D ’Urbervilles—social tragedy with comic elements

Charles Dickens, Bleak House—if Jane Eyre had lived in the city

George Eliot, Silas Marner—social comedy with tragic elements

Walter Scott, lvanhoe—a rollicking medieval England adventure, full of humor

J. R. R. Tolkien, The Lord of the Rings—the greatest English fiction of the 20th century?
E. R. Eddison, The Worm Ouroboros—an outstandingly weird fantasy, especially
recommended to lovers of Middle Earth interested in a different fictional universe



