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A NOTICE TO PARENTS, GUARDIANS & STAFF

Onteora Middle/High School & Central Administration

2026 Lead Testing of School Drinking Water

Safe and healthy school environments can foster healthy and successful children. To protect 
public health, the Public Health Law and New York State Health Department (NYSDOH) 
regulations require that all public schools and boards of cooperative educational services 
(BOCES) test lead levels in water from every outlet that is being used, or could potentially be 
used, for drinking or cooking. If lead is found at any water outlet at levels above 5 parts per 
billion (ppb), which is equal to 5 micrograms per liter (µg/L), the NYSDOH requires that the 
school to take action to reduce the exposure to lead.

What is first draw testing of school drinking water for lead?

The “on-again, off-again” nature of water use at most schools can raise lead levels in school 
drinking water. Water that remains in pipes overnight, over a weekend, or over vacation 
periods stays in contact with lead pipes or lead solder and, as a result, could contain higher 
levels of lead. This is why schools are required to collect a sample after the water has been 
sitting in the plumbing system for a certain period of time. This “first draw” sample is likely to 
show higher levels of lead for that outlet than what you would see if you sampled after using 
the water continuously. However, even if the first draw sample does not reflect what you 
would see with continuous usage, it is still important because it can identify outlets that have 
elevated lead levels.

What is being done in response to the results?

57 outlets that are used for drinking or cooking were tested in the Onteora Middle/High & 
Central Administration School building. Two of those outlets tested had lead levels above the (5 
ppb). The two outlets have been posted with handwashing only signs, lead reduction filters 
have been installed and new samples where taken on June 4, 2026. Results of the retest will 
follow as they become available. Update: On June 29, 2026, retest lab results were received 
and they were below the threshold. The temporary signs were removed.



NUMBER LOCATION DATE 
SAMPLED

 RESULTS

NOT APPLICABLE OUTLETS

POSTED WITH HAND WASHING

ONLY SIGNS

1 Room 119 Sink 5/12/2026 0.00482
2 Girls 28 Bathroom N/A N/A X
3 Girls 28 Bathroom N/A N/A X
4 Girls 28 Bathroom N/A N/A X
5 28 Mop Closet N/A N/A X
6 Boys 28 Bathroom N/A N/A X
7 Boys 28 Bathroom N/A N/A X
8 28 Hall Water Fountain 5/12/2026 <0.00040
9 28 Hall Bottle Fill 5/12/2026 <0.00040
10 28 Single Use Bathroom N/A N/A X
11 Single Use Mop Sink N/A N/A X
12 Room 99 Bathroom Sink N/A N/A X
13 Room 96 Sink N/A N/A X
14 Room 96 Sink N/A N/A X
15 Room 97 Faucet N/A N/A X
16 Room 97 Faucet N/A N/A X
17 Photo Lab Dev. Sink N/A N/A X
18 Photo Lab Dev. Sink N/A N/A X
19 Photo Lab Dev. Sink N/A N/A X
20 Photo Lab Dev. Sink N/A N/A X
21 Room 97 Closet N/A N/A X
22 Room 97 Closet left Corner N/A N/A X
23 Room 97 Sink Dark Room N/A N/A X
24 Room 97 Sink Dark Room N/A N/A X
25 Dark Room-Room 97 Eye 

Wash
N/A N/A X

26 Room 94 Sink N/A N/A X
27 Room 94 Sink N/A N/A X
28 Room 94 Sink N/A N/A X
29 Room 208 Breakroom Sink 5/12/2026 0.00186
30 Room 211 Sink N/A N/A X
31 Room 211 Sink N/A N/A X
32 Room 211 Sink N/A N/A X
33 Room 211 Eye Wash Sink N/A N/A X
34 Room 209 Office Sink N/A N/A X
35 Room 206 Sink N/A N/A X
36 Room 206 Sink N/A N/A X
37 Room 206 Sink N/A N/A X
38 Room 206 Sink N/A N/A X
39 Room 206 Sink N/A N/A X



40 Room 206 Sink N/A N/A X
41 Room 206 Sink N/A N/A X
42 Room 206 Sink N/A N/A X
43 Room 206 Sink N/A N/A X
44 Room 206 Sink N/A N/A X
45 Room 206 Office Sink N/A N/A X
46 Room 204 Office Sink N/A N/A X
47 Room 204 Office Sink N/A N/A X
48 Room 204 Eye Wash N/A N/A X
49 Room 204 Teacher Island Sink N/A N/A X
50 Room 204 Teacher Island Sink N/A N/A X
51 Room 204 Island Sink N/A N/A X
52 Room 204 Island Sink N/A N/A X
53 Room 204 Island Sink N/A N/A X
54 Room 204 Island Sink N/A N/A X
55 Room 204 Island Sink N/A N/A X
56 Room 204 Island Sink N/A N/A X
57 Room 204 Island Sink N/A N/A X
58 Room 204 Island Sink N/A N/A X
59 Room 204 Island Sink N/A N/A X
60 Room 204 Island Sink N/A N/A X
61 Room 204 Island Sink N/A N/A X
62 Room 204 Island Sink N/A N/A X
63 Room 204 Island Sink N/A N/A X
64 Room 204 Island Sink N/A N/A X
65 Room 209 Teacher Sink N/A N/A X
66 Room 209 Teacher Sink N/A N/A X
67 Room 209 Eye Wash N/A N/A X
68 Room 209 Island Sink N/A N/A X
69 Room 209 Island Sink N/A N/A X
70 Room 209 Island Sink N/A N/A X
71 Room 209 Island Sink N/A N/A X
72 Room 209 Island Sink N/A N/A X
73 Room 209 Island Sink N/A N/A X
74 Room 209 Island Sink N/A N/A X
75 Room 209 Island Sink N/A N/A X
76 Room 209 Island Sink N/A N/A X
77 Room 209 Island Sink N/A N/A X
78 Room 209 Island Sink N/A N/A X
79 Science Girls Bathroom Sink N/A N/A X
80 Science Girls Bathroom Sink N/A N/A X
81 Science Girls Bathroom Sink N/A N/A X
82 Science Water Fountain Bottle 

Filler 5/12/2026
<0.00040

83 Science Water Fountain 5/12/226 <0.00040



84 Science Boys Bathroom Closet N/A N/A X
85 Science Boys Bathroom N/A N/A X
86 Science Boys Bathroom N/A N/A X
87 Science Boys Bathroom N/A N/A X
88 Room 202 Island Sinks N/A N/A X
89 Room 202 Island Sinks N/A N/A X
90 Room 202 Island Sinks N/A N/A X
91 Room 202 Island Sinks N/A N/A X
92 Room 202 Island Sinks N/A N/A X
93 Room 202 Island Sinks N/A N/A X
94 Room 202 Island Sinks N/A N/A X
95 Room 202 Island Sinks N/A N/A X
96 Room 202 Island Sinks N/A N/A X
97 Room 202 Island Sinks N/A N/A X
98 Room 202 Island Sinks N/A N/A X
99 Room 202 Emergency Shower N/A N/A X
100 Room 202 Eye Wash N/A N/A X
101 Room 202 Teacher Island N/A N/A X
102 Room 202 Island Sink N/A N/A X
103 Room 202 Left Hood N/A N/A X
104 Room 202 Right Hood N/A N/A X
105 Room 202 Office Sink N/A N/A X
106 Room 200 Office Sink N/A N/A X
107 Room 200 Shower Hose N/A N/A X
108 Room 200 Island Sink N/A N/A X
108 Room 200 Island Sink N/A N/A X
110 Room 200 Island Sink N/A N/A X
111 Room 200 Island Sink N/A N/A X
112 Room 200 Island Sink N/A N/A X
113 Room 200 Island Sink N/A N/A X
114 Room 200 Island Sink N/A N/A X
115 Room 200 Island Sink N/A N/A X
116 Room 200 Island Sink N/A N/A X
117 Room 200 Island Sink N/A N/A X
118 Room 200 Island Sink N/A N/A X
119 Room 200 Island Sink N/A N/A X
120 Room 200 Left Hood N/A N/A X
121 Room 200 Emergency Shower N/A N/A X
122 Room 200 Teacher Island Sink N/A N/A X
123 Room 200 Eye Wash N/A N/A X
124 Room 200 Right Hood N/A N/A X
125 Room 200 Wall Sink N/A N/A X
126 Room 200 Corner Wall Mount N/A N/A X
127 Room 203 Hood N/A N/A X
128 203 Teacher Island N/A N/A X



129 Room 203 Wall Sink N/A N/A X
130 Room 203 Eye Wash N/A N/A X
131 Room 203 Shower N/A N/A X
132 Room 203 Island Sink N/A N/A X
133 Room 203 Island Sink N/A N/A X
134 Room 203 Island Sink N/A N/A X
135 Room 203 Island Sink N/A N/A X
136 Room 203 Island Sink N/A N/A X
137 Room 203 Island Sink N/A N/A X
138 Room 203 Island Sink N/A N/A X
139 Room 203 Island Sink N/A N/A X
140 Room 203 Island Sink N/A N/A X
141 Room 203 Island Sink N/A N/A X
142 Room 203 Island Sink N/A N/A X
143 Room 203 Island Sink N/A N/A X
144 Student Single Use Bathroom N/A N/A X
145 Staff Single Use Bathroom N/A N/A X
146 Math Hall Girls Bathroom Sink N/A N/A X
147 Math Hall Girls Bathroom Sink N/A N/A X
148 Math Hall Girls Bathroom Sink N/A N/A X
149 Math Hall Girls Bathroom Sink N/A N/A X
150 Math Hall Bottle Fill 5/12/2026 <0.00040
151 Math Hall Water Fountain 5/12/2026 <0.00040
152 Math Boys Bathroom Sink N/A N/A X
153 Math Boys Bathroom Sink N/A N/A X
154 Math Boys Bathroom Sink N/A N/A X
155 Room 165 Sink N/A N/A X
156 Room 163 Washing Machine N/A N/A N/A
157 Room 163 Sink 5/12/2026 0.00155
158 Room 163 Sink 5/12/2026 0.00194
159 Room 163 Sink 5/12/2026 0.00641 Temporary signs installed

159 Retest Room 163 Retest 6/04/2026 0.0023 Sign removed on 6/29/2026
160 Math Mop Closet Sink N/A N/A X
161 Math Single Use Bathroom N/A N/A X
162 Room 161 Eye Wash N/A N/A X
163 Room 161 Teacher Island Sink N/A N/A X
164 Room 161 Closet Sink N/A N/A X
165 Room 161 Island Sink N/A N/A X
166 Room 161 Island Sink N/A N/A X
167 Room 161 Island Sink N/A N/A X
168 Room 161 Island Sink N/A N/A X
169 Room161 Island Sink N/A N/A X
170 Room 161 Island Sink N/A N/A X
171 Room 161 Office Sink N/A N/A X
172 Room 160 Eye Wash N/A N/A X



173 Room 160 Teacher Island Sink N/A N/A X
174 Room 160 Sink N/A N/A X
175 Room 160 Sink N/A N/A X
176 Room 160 Closet Sink N/A N/A X
177 Room 159 Island Sink N/A N/A X
178 Upper Middle School Girls 

Bathroom Sink
N/A N/A X

179 Upper Middle School Girls 
Bathroom Sink

N/A N/A X

180 Upper Middle School Girls 
Bathroom Sink

N/A N/A X

181 Upper Middle School Mop 
Closet

N/A N/A X

182 Upper Middle School Boys 
Bathroom Sink

N/A N/A X

183 Upper Middle School Boys 
Bathroom Sink

N/A N/A X

184 Upper Middle School 
Breakroom 5/12/2026

0.00236

185 Upper Middle School Bottle 
Fill 5/12/2026

<0.00040

186 Upper Middle School Water 
Fountain 5/12/2026

<0.00040

187 Guidance Bathroom Sink N/A N/A X
188 Room 145 Sink 5/12/2026 <0.00040
189 Room 145 Sink 5/12/2026 <0.00040
190 Room 145 Sink 5/12/2026 0.000600
191 Room 145 Washer N/A N/A N/A
192 Room 145 Sink 5/12/2026 0.000883
193 Lower Middle School Bottle 

Fill 5/12/2026
<0.00040

194 Lower Middle School Water 
Fountain 5/12/2026

<0.00040

195 Lower Middle School Mop 
Closet

N/A N/A X

196 Lower Middle School Boys 
Bathroom Sink

N/A N/A X

197 Lower Middle School Boys 
Bathroom Sink

N/A N/A X

198 Lower Middle Single Use 
Bathroom Sink

N/A N/A X

199 Room 140 Sink N/A N/A X
200 Room 140 Sink N/A N/A X
201 Room 140 Sink N/A N/A X
202 Kitchen Custodial Closet N/A N/A X



203 Kitchen Bathroom Sink N/A N/A X
204 Kitchen Hand Wash Sink 5/12/2026 <0.00040
205 Kitchen Sink Dish Washing 

Sink Right 5/12/2026
<0.00040

205A Sprayer Kitchen Dish Washing 
Sink Right 5/12/2026

<0.00040

206 Kitchen Sink Dish Washing 
Sink Left 5/12/2026

<0.00040

206A Sprayer Kitchen Dish Washing 
Sink Left 5/12/2026

<0.0004.0

207 Kitchen Hose Reel 5/12/2026 0.000640
208 Kitchen Vegetable Sink 5/12/2026 0.00310
209 Kitchen Rice Pot Left 5/12/2026 <0.0004.0
210 Kitchen Rice Pot Right 5/12/2026 0.00102
211 Kitchen Tray Rinse Sprayer 5/12/2026 0.00186
212 Kitchen Head Cook Sink 5/12/2026 0.00186
213 Kitchen Ice Machine 5/12/2026 <0.00040
214 Kitchen Sink Left Serving 

Area 5/12/2026
0.00122

215 Kitchen Sink Right Serving 
Area 5/12/2026

0.00168

216 Girls Café Bathroom Sink N/A N/A X
217 Girls Café Bathroom Sink N/A N/A X
218 Café Water Fountain 5/12/2026 <0.00040
219 Café Bottle Fill  5/12/2026 <0.00040
220 Boys Café Bathroom Sink N/A N/A X
221 Boys Café Bathroom Sink N/A N/A X
222 Middle School Office Girls 

Locker Room Bathroom Sink
N/A N/A X

223 Middle School Office Girls 
Locker Room Shower

N/A N/A X

224 MS Girls Locker Room Sink 1 N/A N/A X
225 MS Girls Locker Room Sink 2 N/A N/A X
226 MS Girls Locker Room 

Shower
N/A N/A X

227 HS Girls Locker Room Sink 1 N/A N/A X
228 HS Girls Locker Room Sink 2 N/A N/A X
229 HS Girls Locker Room Shower 

Handicapped
N/A N/A X

230 HS Girls Locker Room Shower N/A N/A X
231 HS Girls Locker Room Slop 

Sink
N/A N/A X

232 Fitness Room Ice Machine 5/12/2026 <0.00040
233 Bottle Fill Fitness Center 5/12/2026 <0.00040
234 Water Fountain Bubbler 5/12/0226 <0.00040



Fitness Center
235 HS Gym Girls Foyer BR Sink 

1
N/A N/A X

236 HS Gym Girls Foyer BR Sink 
2

N/A N/A X

237 HS Gym Boys Foyer BR Sink 
1

N/A N/A X

238 HS Gym Boys Foyer BR Sink 
2

N/A N/A X

239 HS Gym Foyer Water Fountain 
Left 5/12/2026

<0.00040

240 HS Gym Foyer Bottle Fill 5/12/2026 <0.00040
241 HS Gym Foyer Water Fountain 

Right 5/12/2026
<0.00040

242 HS Boys Locker Room Sink N/A N/A X
243 HS Boys Locker Room Shower 

Left
N/A N/A X

244 HS Boys Locker Room Shower 
Right

N/A N/A X

245 HS Boys Locker Room Slop 
Sink

N/A N/A X

246 MS Boys Lock Room Sink 
Right

N/A N/A X

247 MS Boys Locker Room Sink 
Left

N/A N/A X

248 MS Boys Locker Room 
Shower

N/A N/A X

249 Main Hall Men’s Bathroom 
Sink Left

N/A N/A X

250 Main Hall Men’s Bathroom 
Sink Right

N/A N/A X

251 Main Hall Women’s BR Sink 
Left

N/A N/A X

252 Main Hall Women’s BR Sink 
Right

N/A N/A X

253 Main Hall Bottle Fill 5/12/2026 <0.00040
254 Main Hall Water Fountain 5/12/2026 <0.00040
255 Athletic Trainers Office Tub N/A N/A X
256 Athletic Trainers Office Old 

Sink
N/A N/A X

257 Athletic Directors Bathroom 
Sink

N/A N/A X

258 Main Hall Break Room Sink 5/12/2026 0.00638 Temporary
258 Retest Main Hall Break Room Retest 6/01/2026 0.0039 Sign removed on 6/29/26

259 Main Office Bathroom Sink N/A N/A X



260 HS Principal Bathroom Sink N/A N/A X
261 Conference Room Bathroom 

Sink
N/A N/A X

262 Music Room 122 Office 2 Sink N/A N/A X
263 Music Room 122 Office 1 Sink N/A N/A X
264 MS Nurse Bathroom Sink N/A N/A X
265 MS Nurse Sink 5/12/2026 0.00167
266 HS Nurse Bathroom Sink N/A N/A X
267 HS Exam Nurse  Sink 5/12/2026 <0.00040
268 Laundry Room Washing 

Machine 
N/A N/A X

269 Team Room Bradley Wash 
Fountain

N/A N/A X

270 Team Room Shower 1 N/A N/A X
271 Team Room Shower 2 N/A N/A X
272 Team Room Shower 3 N/A N/A X
273 Team Room Shower 4 N/A N/A X
274 Team Room Shower 5 N/A N/A X
275 Team Room Shower 6 N/A N/A X
276 Team Room Shower 7 N/A N/A X
277 Team Room Shower 8 N/A N/A X
278 Team Room Spigot In Shower N/A N/A X
279 Team Room Coach Shower N/A N/A X
280 Basement Spigot N/A N/A X
281 Custodial Breakroom Sink N/A N/A X
282 Wash Bay Spigot 1 N/A N/A X
283 Wash Bay Spigot 2 N/A N/A X
284 Wash Bay Spigot 3 N/A N/A X
285 Wash Bay Sink N/A N/A X
286 Wash Bay Washing Machine N/A N/A N/A
287  Central Ice Machine 5/12/2026 <0.00040
288 Warehouse Bathroom Sink 5/12/2026 0.00215
289 Warehouse Eyewash N/A N/A X
290 Warehouse Overhead PVC 1 N/A N/A N/A
291 Warehouse Overhead PVC 2 N/A N/A N/A
292 Filtration System 1 N/A N/A N/A
293 Filtration System 2 N/A N/A N/A
294 Filtration System 3 N/A N/A N/A
295 Filtration System 4 N/A N/A N/A
296 Column Spigot N/A N/A X
297 Water Holding Tank 3 N/A N/A N/A
298 Water Holding Tank 2 N/A N/A N/A
299 Water Holding Tank 1 N/A N/A N/A
300 Water Spigot Drain For 

Outside
N/A N/A X



301 Central (Back) Bathroom Sink N/A N/A X
302 Central Breakroom Sink 5/12/2026 0.00184
303 Victoria’s Bathroom Sink N/A N/A X
304 Central Water Fountain Bottle 

Fill 5/12/2026
<0.00040

305 Central Water Fountain 
Bubbler 5/12/2026

<0.00040

306 Spigot Central Sewer Pump 
Front Closet

N/A N/A

307 Central (Front) Bathroom Sink N/A N/A X
308 Room 45 Sink Spigot 1 N/A N/A X
309 Room 45 Sink Spigot 2 N/A N/A X
310 Room 45 Sink Spigot 3 N/A N/A X
311 Room 44 Eye Wash N/A N/A X
312 Room 44 Sink N/A N/A X
313 B&G Shop Ceiling Hose N/A N/A X
314 B&G Fridge Ice 5/12/2026 <0.00040
315 B&G Fridge Water 5/12/2026 <0.00040
316 B&G Water Fountain Bottle 

Fill 5/12/2026
<0.00040

317 B&G Water Fountain 5/12/2026 <0.00040
318 B&G Eyewash N/A N/A X
319 B&G Breakroom Sink N/A N/A X
320 B&G Breakroom Hose Spigot N/A N/A X
321 B&G Bathroom Slop Sink N/A N/A X
322 B&G Bathroom Sink N/A N/A X
323 B&G Bathroom Spigot Behind 

Cabinet
N/A N/A

324 Outside 28 Wall Spigot By 
Room 118

N/A N/A X

325 Outside 28 Wall Spigot By 
Room 118

N/A N/A X

326 Outside 28 Wall Spigot By 
Room 104

N/A N/A X

327 Outside 94 Patio Spigot N/A N/A X
328 Outside 94 Patio Spigot N/A N/A X
329 Outside 172 Spigot N/A N/A X
330 Outside 168 Spigot N/A N/A X
331 Outside 154 Spigot N/A N/A X
332 Kitchen Dock Spigot 5/12/2026 0.000523
333 Outside By Track Spigot N/A N/A X
334 Foyer Spigot N/A N/A X
335 Shop Door Spigot N/A N/A X
336 Central Spigot N/A N/A X
337 Generator Spigot N/A N/A X



338 Small Courtyard Spigot N/A N/A X
339 Large Courtyard Spigot 1 N/A N/A X
340 Large Courtyard Spigot 2 N/A N/A X
341 Large Courtyard Spigot 3 N/A N/A X

What are the health effects of lead?

Lead is a metal that can harm children and adults when it gets into their bodies. Lead is a 
known neurotoxin, particularly harmful to the developing brain and nervous system of children 
under 6 years old. Lead can harm a young child's growth, behavior, and ability to learn. Lead 
exposure during pregnancy may contribute to low birth weight and developmental delays in 
infants. There are many sources of lead exposure in the environment, and it is important to 
reduce all lead exposures as much as possible. Water testing helps identify and correct possible 
sources of lead that contribute to exposure from drinking water. 

What are the other sources of lead exposure?

Lead is a metal that has been used for centuries for many purposes, resulting in widespread 
distribution in the environment.  Major sources of lead exposure include lead-based paint in 
older housing, and lead that built up over decades in soil and dust due to historical use of lead 
in gasoline, paint, and manufacturing. Lead can also be found in a number of consumer 
products, including certain types of pottery, pewter, brass fixtures, foods, plumbing materials, 
and cosmetics. Lead seldom occurs naturally in water supplies but drinking water could become 
a possible source of lead exposure if the building’s plumbing contains lead. The primary source 
of lead exposure for most children with elevated blood-lead levels is lead-based paint. 

Should your child be tested for lead?

The risk to an individual child from past exposure to elevated lead in drinking water depends on 
many factors; for example, a child’s age, weight, amount of water consumed, and the amount 
of lead in the water. Children may also be exposed to other significant sources of lead including 
paint, soil and dust. Since blood lead testing is the only way to determine a child’s blood lead 
level, parents should discuss their child’s health history with their child’s physician to determine 
if blood lead testing is appropriate. Pregnant women or women of childbearing age should also 
consider discussing this matter with their physician.

Additional Resources



 For more information regarding the testing program or sampling results,

Contact Onteora School District Buildings and Grounds Department at 845-657-6384, or go to 
our school website: http://www.onteora.k12.ny.us

 For information about lead in school drinking water, go to:

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/facplan/LeadTestinginSchoolDrinkingWater.html

For information about NYS Department of Health Lead Poisoning Prevention, go 
to:  http://www.health.ny.gov/environmental/lead/

For more information on blood lead testing and ways to reduce your child’s risk of exposure 
to lead, see “What Your Child’s Blood Lead Test Means”:

http://www.health.ny.gov/publications/2526/ (available in ten languages).


