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       MEMORIALS FOR DECEASED STUDENTS OR STAFF  

  
Policy Statement  

The Trumbull Board of Education ("Board") recognizes that the loss of a student or staff member 
within the Board's schools has a profound impact on the entire school community, including 
students, staff, and families. In response, this policy addresses the manner in which the Board may, 
upon request and in accordance with this policy, memorialize and honor a student or staff member 
who has recently passed away (hereinafter, a “Memorial”).  

The Board believes that requests for Memorials should be considered in a manner that is consistent; 
considerate of the grief process of family, friends, and colleagues; and in accordance with Board 
policy. The Board believes that decisions about Memorials shall be made after an appropriate period 
of time and with full consideration of their potential impact on the community. For this reason, the 
Board is committed to making these decisions with careful thought, recognizing the complexities 
involved in memorializing someone within the school setting. In all cases, the Board will strive to 
maintain clear and compassionate communication with those affected regarding any Memorial. 
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Regulations 
  
The following regulations shall be used in establishing Memorials and conducting dedications 
within District schools 

1. Requests for Memorials 

Any member(s) of the school community who wish to establish a Memorial in honor of a  
deceased student or staff member, hereinafter, “Memorialized Individual” shall submit a 
request for a proposed Memorial to the school principal and Superintendent and/or his 
designee. Such request shall include information about the Memorialized Individual, a 
proposal for the Memorial, and whether the individual(s) wish to donate funds to support 
the establishment of the Memorial and, if so, the amount of such donation.  

2. Types of Permissible Memorials 

The following is a non-exhaustive list of permissible Memorials: 

A. Memorials Inside or Outside Schools:  Memorials such as: plaques, dedication plates, 
benches, chairs, and tables may be permissible to the extent that there is a suitable 
location and the style complements Trumbull Public Schools ("District") buildings and 
grounds. Such Memorials may contain a plaque engraved with the Memorialized 
Individual's name, dates of birth and death, and the words, "In Memory Of." 
Maintenance, replacement, removal, and other long-term considerations must be 
identified and reviewed prior to approval of any such Memorial. 

B. Yearbook Recognition: A Memorialized Individual may be acknowledged in the 
yearbook, after consultation with the administration and the district (or school-based,) 
Crisis Response Team, as appropriate. Information included in such acknowledgment 
generally shall be limited to the Memorialized Individual's name, photograph, and 
contributions to the school community. 

C.  Living Memorials: Endowments, scholarships, or items with educational significance, 
that are intended to be maintained over time, may be permissible, if made in accordance 
with Board policy and applicable law. Scholarship and endowment memorials may be 
established one time, or in the form of a perpetual award, with a description of the 
purpose of the endowment or scholarship. 

D. Naming of Buildings and Sites: The Board is responsible for naming all schools and 
facilities. Personal prejudice, favoritism, political pressure, or temporary popularity 
should not be an influence in choosing a name. As such, any naming of facilities must 
follow and be in accordance with Board Policy 7551/Naming of Buildings and Sites.  

 

 

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1671791020/trumbullpsorg/thnxlpgfsvrnsjhvcjpi/7551_Naming.pdf


1180/Memorials_for Deceased Students or Staff 

3  

3. Conditions 

A memorial plaque and/or dedication plate may be placed in a particular room or area 
within a District school, in an individual’s honor, under the following conditions: 

A. Memorials or dedications in recognition of a person’s contribution to public education in 
the District may only be made after the death of the person who is being considered for 
recognition. 

B. Students who attended a District school may be recognized through a Memorial or 
dedication. 

C. Written permission from family members shall be obtained prior to making final 
arrangement for a Memorial or dedication. 

D. The District reserves the right to establish design parameters so that a Memorial blends 
with the architecture or setting of the facility, and/or blends with existing memorials. 

4. Prohibited Memorials and Related Activities 

The following is a non-exhaustive list of prohibited Memorials and related activities: 

A. Use of District funds to: purchase, develop, support, fundraise, and/or maintain 
Memorials.  However, District resources may be utilized as required for purposes of 
installing a Memorial. 

B. Memorials which include the retirement, alteration, and/or discontinued use of school 
property. 

C. Selling and/or fundraising of Memorial items during the school day. 

D. Memorials that may alter student instruction and/or school-sponsored activities. 

E. Memorials determined by the district, and//or school-based, Crisis Response Team 
and/or the administration, as appropriate, to be contrary to the best interests of students, 
and/or current or future operations of the District. 

5. Consideration of Proposed Memorials 

The school principal and Superintendent (or his/her designee) shall: 

A. Review requests for proposed Memorials to determine compliance with this policy, and 
all other applicable Board policies, laws, rules, and regulations. 

B. Consult with the individual(s) who submit such a request, as appropriate, to determine 
whether there should be any revisions to the proposed Memorial and/or what the 
proposed Memorial shall entail. If deemed necessary and appropriate, the school 
principal and Superintendent (and/or his designee,) may request that a committee be 
formed with representatives from the PTA, the teaching staff, the administrative staff 
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and two student representatives to develop the Memorial proposal collaboratively 
before approval. 

C. Obtain documented prior written consent of the Memorialized Individual's family 
member(s) and/or other authorized person(s) prior to consideration of the proposed 
Memorial by the Board and implementation of the Memorial, if approved. 

D. Ensure Memorials that include any bequest or gift of money or property to the Board 
shall comply with Board Policy 3210/Gift to the School District. 

 

6. Board Approval 

The Superintendent shall determine whether the proposed Memorial should be 
recommended to the Board for review and consideration in accordance with Board policies. 
If presented, the Board shall vote on whether to approve the recommended Memorial. No 
Memorials shall be implemented without approval of the Board.  
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