
 

Pembroke Public Library 

Summer Reading Suggestions 2026 

Grades 3 - 6 
 
On this list you’ll find books that are equal parts enjoyable, accessible, and challenging. The best 
book is the one YOU choose yourself! 
 
With this list you can explore books in these categories: 

●​ Adventure 
●​ Animal Stories 
●​ Fantasy 
●​ Historical Fiction 
●​ Horror & Creepy Stories 
●​ Humor 
●​ Interactive Books 
●​ Mystery 
●​ Realistic Fiction 
●​ Science Fiction 
●​ Nonfiction (Arts & Entertainment, History & Current 

Events, Sports, STEM & Nature, and Weird & Wild 
Facts) 

 
Books should be fun and enjoyable, offering an escape or a 
challenge when the reader needs it most. Titles even beyond 
this list can and should be explored. Your library is here to help you find what you need and we 
love answering questions! 
 
This list has been curated by: 
Miss Melissa McCleary​  
Youth Services Librarian 
Pembroke Public Library 
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Location/​
Call Number 

Ask a Staff Member for help or 
find me in… 

J CB Chapter Books 

J Fic Juvenile/Junior Fiction 

J GN Juvenile/Junior Graphic Novels 

J 123 (#) Juvenile/Junior Nonfiction 



 

Just Right Reads 
 
The following books are available at the Pembroke Public Library and are categorized by topics 
of interest. Each category includes books at various levels of difficulty, some that your child will 
be able to read independently, some that they will need a bit of support to read, and some 
more challenging books that you can read aloud to your child!  

 

What is a “Just Right” Book? 
 
A “just right” book is a book that stretches the 
child’s abilities just a bit — not so much as to 
make them frustrated but enough to continue 
their growth as a reader.   
 
You can help your child find “just right” books 
with the five finger rule. Please remember that 
your child might choose books that are too 
difficult for them to read independently - and 
that’s OKAY! You can always enjoy those books 
together by reading them aloud to your child. 
 
Young children love to re-read familiar, easy 
books and they should be encouraged to do this. 
Repetition increases fluency and in turn 
improves comprehension. When reading out 
loud, encourage your child to read with 
expression, attend to punctuation, and adjust 
tone to convey meaning.  

Need help finding a book? Ask Miss Melissa or a library staff member for help searching 
for suggestions. You can visit http://pembrokepubliclibrary.org/ to access our library 
catalog and for book recommendations. 
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Adventure 
 

Alone 
Maddie is left behind in a town that 
has been mysteriously evacuated and 
abandoned. 

J FIC Freeman, M. 

Canyon’s Edge 
Nora is left struggling to stay alive 
when a climbing trip with her father 
goes terribly wrong. 

J FIC Bowling, D. 

Dog Driven 
Follow McKenna as she balances 
living with disability and surviving the 
wilderness in a sled race. 

J FIC Johnson, T. 

Guardians of the Taiga 
(series) 

A girl raised by a pack of wolves 
embarks on a quest to protect their 
shared forest home. 

J FIC Hinojosa, S. 

Holes 
Stanley is sent to a correctional camp 
but accidentally uncovers a secret of 
the past. 

J FIC Sachar, L. 

I Survived (series) 
Packed with risk and heroism of 
young characters caught up in terrible 
events. 

J FIC Tarshis, L. 

Last Kids on Earth (series) 
A group of teens try to survive the 
zombie apocalypse together. 

J FIC Brailler, M. 

Mr. Penguin and the Lost 
Treasure (series) 

Perilous plot foiling in these hilarious 
adventures. 

J FIC Smith, A. 

Refugee 
Three stories of three boys seeking 
refuge in different times and places 
across the world. 

J FIC Gratz, A. 

Secret Explorers (series) 
Brilliant kids fix problems, solve 
mysteries, and gather knowledge all 
over the planet - and beyond. 

J FIC King, S. 

Spy School (series) 
12-year-old Ben trains to be a secret 
agent.  

J FIC Gibbs, S. 

Warriors (series) 
A pet cat explores outside and 
discovers that wild cats form clans to 
survive. 

J FIC Hunter, E. 

Wolf Club 
Three kids ditch detention and 
become unlikely allies in the search 
for an elusive white wolf. 

J FIC Bird, J. 

 
 
Continued on next page → 
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Animal Stories 
 

Animal Rescue Friends 
(series) 

Cute critters, compassionate kids, and 
community. 

J GN Animal 

A Boy Called Bat (series) 
Bat navigates the challenges of 
friendship and skunk parenting. 

J FIC Arnold, E. 

Dog Diaries (series) 
Junior, a dog, writes tail-wagging tales 
of mischief-making. 

J FIC Patterson, J. 

Heartwood Hotel (series) 
Mona the mouse works at a hotel in 
Fernwood Forest, which serves 
animals of all shapes and sizes. 

J FIC George, K. 

Hotel Flamingo (series) 
Anna works in a hotel where ALL the 
staff and guests and animals! 

J FIC Milway, A. 

Katie the Catsitter (series) 
A feline-friendly adventure that 
shows how, with the right cat-itude, 
anything is pawsible! 

J GN Venable, C. 

Lily to the Rescue! (series) 
Lily was once a stray dog but it’s now 
her mission to rescue other animals. 

J FIC Cameron, B. 

Lu and Ren’s Guide to 
Geozoology 

Lu embarks on a journey to find her 
missing ah-ma (grandmother), a 
geozoologist. 

J GN Hsieh, A. 

Ranger in Time (series) 
Ranger is a time-traveling 
search-and-rescue dog. 

J FIC Messner, K. 

Remarkable Rescue at 
Milkweed Meadow 

 A wild rabbit narrates a tale of 
friendship, bravery, and storytelling. 

J FIC Dimopoulos, E. 

The One and Only Ivan 
(series) 

Point of view of a gorilla that meets a 
baby elephant taken from her home 
and family. 

J FIC Applegate, K. 

The Very, Very Far North 
(series) 

An inquisitive polar bear befriends an 
array of animals in the arctic. 

J FIC Bar-El, D. 

Wind Riders (series) 
Two kids find a boat that magically 
brings them to animals in need of 
rescuing! 

J FIC Marlin, J. 

Zoey and Sassafras (series) 
Zoey uses her science skills to care for 
sick and injured magical creatures. 

J FIC Citro, A. 

 

Fantasy 
 

Amari and the Night 
Brothers (series) 

Amari gets an invitation from her 
missing brother to join the Bureau of 
Supernatural Affairs. 

J FIC Alston, B. 

Amulet (series) 
Two ordinary children are tasked with 
an extraordinary mission. 

J GN Kibuishi, K. 
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Button Box 
When Ava and Nadeem face bullying 
because of their religions, their 
magical Grandmother helps. 

J FIC Hodder, B. 

Dragon Girls (series) 
Ordinary girls transform into powerful 
elemental dragons to defend the 
Magic Forest. 

J FIC Mara, M. 

Dragonbreath (series) 
Danny Dragonbreath can't breathe 
fire, but he'll make you laugh until 
smoke comes out of your nose. 

J FIC Vernon, U. 

Eagle Drums 
A young Iñupiaq hunter is confronted 
by a terrifying eagle god. 

J FIC Hopson, N. 

Ella Enchanted 
Ella must break a fairy’s “gift” that 
forces her to follow any command she 
is given. 

J FIC Levine, G. 

Endling (series) 
Byx must discover if she truly is the 
last of her species. 

J FIC Applegate, K. 

Epic Kingdom of Fantasy 
(series) 

Mouse reporter Geronimo Stilton 
stumbles into a world of dragons and 
magic. 

J FIC Stilton, G. 

Freddie vs. the Family 
Curse 

A boy and his ancestor must break a 
generations- long curse or be trapped 
in an amulet forever. 

J FIC Badua, T. 

Girl Who Drank the Moon 
A girl becomes magic after the witch 
who saves her from death feeds her 
moonlight. 

J FIC Barnhill, K. 

Hooky (series) 
Two twins, one prophecy, and a 
whole lot of hijinks. 

J GN Tur, M. 

Just a Pinch of Magic 
An adventure with two friends 
brimming with magic and recipes. 

J FIC Dow, A. 

Keeper of Lost Cities 
(series) 

A telepathic girl is the key to saving an 
unknown world. 

J FIC Messenger, S. 

Land of Stories (series) 
Twins find themselves in a foreign 
land where fairy tales are real. 

J FIC Colfer, C. 

Legendarios (series) 
Twins Emma and Martín use a 
magical book from their abuela to 
travel into Mexican legends 

J FIC Valenti, K. 

Mighty Jack (series) 
A normal garden turns into a magical 
jungle. 

J GN Hatke, B. 

My Pet Slime (series) 
When Piper’s slime project comes to 
life, she discovers how fun and messy 
having a pet is. 

J FIC Sheinmel, C. 

Okay Witch (series) 
The weird and wonderful adventures 
of a witch-in-progress. 

J GN Steinkellner, E. 

Percy Jackson (series) 
Percy’s world changes when he 
discovers his father is a Greek god. 

J FIC Riordan, R. 
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Princess Swap (series) 
Fairy tale princesses must find their 
way back into the right story. 

J FIC Bussing, K. 

School for Good and Evil 
(series) 

This fabled institution is where kids 
become fairytale heroes or villains. 

J FIC Chainani, S. 

Shark Prince 
A Hawaiian surfer carries a family 
curse to be half-boy, half-shark. 

J FIC Maunakea, M. 

Story Thieves (series) 
Life is way more interesting when you 
can literally jump into your favorite 
book! 

J FIC Riley, J. 

When You Trap a Tiger 
Tigers from folklore try to make a deal 
with Lily to restore her grandma’s 
health.  

J FIC Keller, T. 

Wings of Fire (series) 
Five dragonets are destined to end 
the dragon wars.  

J FIC Sutherland, T. 

Wishtree 
Red, the neighborhood wishtree, 
watches over the community. 

J FIC Applegate, K. 

Witch Boy (series) 
In Aster’s family, girls are witches and 
boys are shapeshifters. 

J GN Ostertag, M.  

A World Worth Saving 
Newly out, A discovers a demon is 
feeding off the misery of him and 
other trans kids. 

J FIC Lukoff, K. 

 

Historical Fiction 
 

Against the Odds (series) 
Dive into the experiences of kids 
facing incredible challenges in history. 

J FIC Against 

Blackbird Girls 
Parallel stories of the 1986 Chernobyl 
disaster and the 1941 invasion of 
Kiev. 

J FIC Blankman, A. 

The Bletchley Riddle 
During WWII, two siblings work to 
crack Nazi codes and investigate their 
mother’s disappearance. 

J FIC Sepetys, R. 

Inside Out and Back Again 
Hà and her family flee Vietnam as 
war begins and adjust to life in 
America.  

J FIC Lai, T. 

Isla to Island 
A girl in the 1960s immigrates from 
Cuba to the United States and must 
redefine what home means to her. 

J GN Castellanos, A. 

The Lost Year 
A survival story of a terrible famine 
that devastated Soviet Ukraine in the 
1930s. 

J FIC Marsh, K. 

Nine, Ten 
Relates how four children in different 
parts of the country are affected by 
the events of 9/11. 

J FIC Baskin, N. 
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Number the Stars 
During WWII, the Danish Resistance 
smuggles Jewish people to safer 
places.  

J FIC Lowry, L. 

The Pecan Sheller  
Petra must quit school to work at a 
dangerous factory where conditions 
push her to take a stand.  

J FIC Ruiz-Flores, L. 

Prairie Lotus 
In 1880, Hanna must adjust to 
anti-Asian sentiment while also 
pursuing her dreams.  

J FIC Park, L. 

The War Below 
A boy joins the underground 
Ukrainian resistance in the fight 
against Hitler. 

J FIC Skrypuch, M. 

The War that Saved My Life 
Ada escapes her cruel mother when 
kids are sent out of London to escape 
the bombs of WWII. 

J FIC Bradley, K. 

Will’s Race for Home 
During the land rush of 1889, Will 
and his father journey from Texas to 
Oklahoma to stake their claim. 

J FIC Rhodes, J. 

Words on Fire 
Audra discovers the strength of her 
people when Cossacks invade 
Lithuania in 1893. 

J FIC Nielson, J. 

 

Horror/Creepy Stories 

Collector (series) 
When a girl breaks her grandmother’s 
rules, she must keep dark magic and 
creepy dolls at bay. 

J FIC Alexander, K. 

Doll Bones 
Three kids must bury a china doll in 
an empty grave or continue to be 
haunted. 

J FIC Black, H.  

Don’t Read This Book 
before Bed 

Thrills, chills and hauntingly true 
stories. 

J 001.94 CLA 

Eerie Tales from the 
School of Screams 

Five stories that will scare your 
skeleton right out of your skin. 

J GN Annable, G. 

Door by the Staircase 
Happy to be adopted at last, Mary 
Hayes soon learns a terrifying secret 
about her new mother. 

J FIC Marsh, K. 

Goosebumps (series) 
Get scared silly by creepy creatures 
and hair-raising horrors! 

J FIC Stine, R. 

Hide and Don’t Seek 
A collection of spooky stories that 
include a game of hide-and-seek that 
goes for too long… 

J FIC Rissi, A. 

The Last Resort 
Use a QR code to talk to the ghosts of 
the story and solve the mystery of 
Grandpa Clem’s death. 

J FIC Kelly, E. 
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Nightbooks 
A boy is imprisoned by a witch and 
must tell her a new scary story each 
night in order to stay alive. 

J FIC White, J. 

Not Quite a Ghost 
Violet Hart moves into a creepy new 
house and falls ill with a mysterious 
chronic illness. 

J FIC Ursu, A. 

Old Willis Place 
Two children explore a decaying 
Victorian mansion, bound by a 
mysterious set of rules. 

J GN Hahn, M. 

Sleepover 
Is Matt’s new babysitter really a witch 
from local legends? 

J GN Regina, M. 

Small Spaces (series) 
The spooky story of a school trip gone 
wrong. 

J FIC Arden, K. 

 

Humor 
Agent 9 (series) Agent Nine is a feisty feline super spy. J GN Burks, J. 

Babymouse (series) 
Follow a messy-whiskered mouse with 
a BIG imagination. 

J GN Holm, J. 

Bad Guys (series) 
A group of animal outlaws try to 
become heroes. 

J GN Blabey, A. 

Batpig (series) 
After a bite from a radioactive bat, 
Gary goes from ordinary pig to 
high-flying superhero. 

J GN Harrell, R. 

Big Nate (series) 
Nate knows he’s meant for big things 
but trouble always seems to find him. 

J GN Peirce, L. 

Cookie Chronicles (series) 
Literal-minded Ben takes the sayings 
in fortune cookies way too seriously! 

J FIC Swanson, M. 

Dork Diaries (series) 
Nikki has to navigate middle school, 
even when it makes her feel 
not-so-fabulous. 

J FIC Russell, R. 

Dory Fantasmagory 
(series) 

Follow imaginative and energetic 
adventures of Dory and her imaginary 
monster, Mrs. Gobbleer. 

J FIC Hanlon, A. 

Jasper Rabbit's Creepy 
Tales! 

Jasper the Rabbit is back! A little older 
and wiser, he collects creepy stories 
to share as cautionary tales. 

J FIC Reynolds, A. 

J vs. K 
Two competitive and creative fifth 
graders  clash in a school storytelling 
contest. 

 J FIC Alexendar, K. 

Max Meow (series) 
Max is a regular cat who turns into a 
superhero when he eats a radioactive 
meatball. 

J GN Gallagher, J. 

Mayor Good Boy (series) 
A very good dog is going to save his 
town, one hilarious try at a time. 

J GN Scheidt, D. 
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Phoebe and Her Unicorn 
(series) 

Can a vain mythical beast and a 
nine-year-old daydreamer really be 
friends? YES! 

J GN Simpson, D. 

Slacker 
Slacker Cameron creates a fake club 
to get his parents off his back. 

J FIC Korman, G.  

Timmy Failure (series) 
Timmy is a clueless but confident 
school detective. 

J FIC Pastis, S. 

13-Story Treehouse 
(series) 

Two friends  have an ever-growing 
treehouse with a pool, marshmallow 
machine, and more! 

J FIC Griffiths, A. 

Unteachables 
Room 117 experiences mayhem, 
destruction—and maybe even a shot 
at redemption. 

J FIC Korman, G. 

 

Interactive Books 
 

Case Closed (series) 
You pick what questions to ask and 
which clues to follow to crack the case 
in a puzzle-packed mystery. 

J FIC Magaziner, L. 

Choose Your Destiny 
(series) 

Help your favorite Star Wars 
characters complete their missions. 

J FIC Star Wars 

Choose Your Own 
Adventure: Murder at the 
Old Willow Boarding 
School (series) 

Solve your own murder in this ghostly 
installment of the popular CYOA 
series. 

J FIC Choose 

Egyptology: Search for the 
Tomb of Osiris 

Unfold the mysteries of Ancient Egypt 
within an archeologist’s journal. 

J 932 EGY 

Hailey Haddie’s Minute 
Mysteries 

Solve the mysteries of missing 
pastries, a destroyed painting, a 
magical murder, and more! 

J 793.735 BOW 

Hocus Pocus (series) 
Siblings attending a magical school 
investigate odd occurrences. 

J GN Manuro 

Roll for Danger: The 
Cursed Catacombs 

Seth is apprenticed to a demanding 
wizard, but he soon has bigger 
problems: escaping a catacomb. 

J FIC Choose 

Search for a Giant Squid: 
Pick Your Path 

A choose your own path story that 
guides the reader through the very 
real job of being a teuthologist. 

J 594.58 FOR 

The Last Resort 
Use a QR code to talk to the ghosts of 
the story and solve the mystery of 
Grandpa Clem’s death. 

J FIC Kelly, E. 

Mystery at the Museum 
Join a group of friends as they solve 
the mystery of the Met and save the 
exhibition. 

J 793.7 Fri 
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Two Truths and a Lie: It’s 
Alive! 

Crazy-but-true stories about nature - 
except 1 out of 3 are made up!  

J 570 PAQ 

You Choose History 
(series) 
Revolutionary War 
Sinking of the Lusitania 

Your choices determine your survival 
and reveal the true history behind 
these stories. 

J FIC You Choose 

You Choose Scooby Doo 
(series) 

Scooby and the gang find strange 
sights and creepy creatures. Can you 
help them solve the mysteries? 

J FIC Scooby-Doo 

 

Mystery 
 

Blood in the Water 

Brooklyn girl Kaylani is thrust into an 
intricate web of lies when a murder 
on Martha's Vineyard threatens to 
expose dangerous secrets.  

J FIC Jackson, T. 

Bowser and Birdie (series) 
Dog Bowser and his owner Birdie 
solve mysteries together. 

J FIC Quinn, S. 

City Spies (series) 
Five kids from all over the world 
become real-life spies. 

J FIC Ponti, J. 

Crimebiters (series) 
A boy’s new dog may or may not be a 
crime fighting vampire.  

J FIC Greenwald, T. 

Detective Gordon (series) 
Follow the funny adventures of the 
rather tired frog, dDetective Gordon. 

J FIC Nilsson, U. 

Escape from Mr. 
Lemoncello’s Library 
(series) 

Winning an overnight stay in a new 
library but they get trapped and have 
to escape! 

J FIC Grabenstein, C.  

From the Desk of Zoe 
Washington  

A courageous young baker prepares 
for a cooking competition while 
scrambling to determine her father’s 
innocence.  

J FIC Marks, J. 

FunJungle (series) 
As zoo animals go missing, it’s up to 
Teddy to solve the mystery and save 
them. 

J FIC Gibbs, S. 

Great Greene Heist 
A political heist page-turner set in 
middle school. 

J FIC Johnson, V. 

Gus and Glory 
Glory finds clues and partners with 
Gus, a bloodhound, to track down her 
missing mother. 

J FIC Guillory, S. 

InvestiGators (series) 
Meet the InvestiGators, a super spy 
alligator duo, as they travel through 
the sewers and fight evil. 

J GN Green, J. 
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Island of Spies 
No mystery goes unsolved on 
Hatteras Island in 1942 because the 
Dime Novel Kids are on the case. 

J FIC Turnage, S. 

Midnight at the Barclay 
Hotel 

Hunting ghosts and solving a murder 
mystery before checkout? All in a 
weekend's work. 

J FIC Bradley, F. 

Mysterious Benedict 
Society (series) 

Misfit kids become world-class 
detectives. 

J FIC Stewart, T. 

Smoke & Mirrors 
Andy works to solve a decades-old 
murder mystery while working at a 
crumbling mansion. 

J FIC Ransaw, R. 

Swifts: A Dictionary of 
Scoundrels (series) 

A whodunit with clever puns, hidden 
rooms, and a determined heroine. 

J FIC Lincoln, B. 

What We Saw 
When a woman is found dead in the 
woods, Abbi and Skylar realize they 
hold the key to solving her murder. 

J FIC 

 

Realistic Stories 
 

Friends & Family 

Amina Banana (series) 
Amina loves having a plan for 
everything… but making friends 
doesn’t come with a formula. 

J FIC Safadi, S. 

Berrybrook Middle School 
(series) 

Middle school can be awkward… 
especially if you’re new. 

J GN Chmakova, S. 

Blended 
Isabella, half black and half white, is 
torn between worlds when her 
parents divorce. 

J FIC Draper, S. 

Boy at the Back of Class 
Classmates of a Syrian refugee plan to 
reunite him with his family. 

J FIC Rauf, O. 

Candymakers (series) 
Four children compete in a 
competition to find the tastiest candy 
in the country. 

J FIC Mass, W. 

Cupcake Diaries (series) 
Katie forms a Cupcake Club to help 
her make friends in middle school. 

J FIC Simon, C.​
J GN Simon, C. 

Emmie and Friends 
(series) 

Two friends, shy Emmie and 
class-clown Joe, navigate middle 
school. 

J GN Libenson, T. 

Front Desk (series) 
Ten-year-old Mia manages the front 
desk of the Calivista Motel. 

J FIC Yang, K 

Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy 
Four sisters from a blended family 
experience the challenges and 
triumphs of life in NYC. 

J GN Terciero, R. 
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Mexikid 
A graphic memoir about a Mexican 
American boy’s family and their 
adventure-filled road trip. 

J GN BIO Martin, P. 

Mindy Kim (series) 
Mindy Kim wants three things this 
year: a puppy, to fit in at school, and 
to make her dad happy. 

J FIC Lee, L. 

Moo 
A twelve-year old girl moves to Maine 
and unexpectedly bonds with an 
ornery cow. 

J FIC Creech, S. 

More to the Story 
Jameela balances her desire to be a 
journalist with her strong family ties. 

J FIC Khan, H. 

Ms. Bixby’s Last Day 
Three boys plan a last day celebration 
for their favorite teacher who has 
cancer. 

J FIC Anderson, J. 

One Crazy Summer (series) 
Three sisters spend a crazy summer 
with their estranged mother. 

J FIC Williams-Garcia, R. 
J GN Williams-Garcia, R. 

Pie in the Sky 
One boy's immigration experience, his 
annoying little brother, and their 
cake-baking hijinks! 

J FIC Lai, R. 

Roll with It 

After a move, Ellie doesn’t want to 
just be the “new kid” or the “girl in 
the wheelchair” so she sets out to 
make friends. 

J FIC Sumner, J. 

Something Like Home 
A lost dog helps a lonely girl cope with 
changes in her life and her family. 

J FIC Arango, A. 

Starfish 
Lisa is self-conscious about her 
weight, but support from friends 
helps her shine. 

J FIC Fipps, L. 

Sunny Side Up (series) 
Sunny spends the summer with her 
grandpa and uncovers a family secret. 

J GN Holm, J. 

Tumble 
A girl learns of her family of 
luchadores she’s never met. 

J FIC Pérez, C. 

Vanderbeekers (series) 
Heartwarming stories of a supportive 
family and smart, resourceful kids. 

J FIC Glaser, K. 

Wonder 
August fears how classmates will react 
to his facial difference. 

J FIC Palacio, R. 

You Don’t Know 
Everything, Jilly P! 

When her new baby sister is born 
deaf, Jilly begins to learn about the 
many obstacles that exist for people 
who are different from her. 

J FIC Gino, A. 
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Sports 

The Academy (series) 
A small-town kid beats the odds and 
makes the roster of a Premier League 
soccer youth squad. 

J FIC Layton, T. 

The Beautiful Game 

After an embarrassing moment on the 
field, Valeria's soccer team turns on 
her, leaving her to find somewhere 
else to fit in. 

J FIC Méndez, Y. 

Bouncing Back 
Basketball player Carlos learns how to 
overcome challenges after a car 
accident. 

J FIC Ostler, S. 

Checked 
Conor gives up hockey and finds 
himself considering who he is without 
the sport. 

J FIC Kadohata, C. 

Crossover 
A fast story of family and basketball. J FIC Alexander, K. 

J GN Alexander, K. 

Flipping Forward Twisting 
Backward 

A diagnosis of dyslexia could change 
everything for an aspiring fifth-grade 
gymnast.  

J FIC Mensinga, S. 

Football Genius (series) 
12 year-old Troy can predict any 
football play before it happens.  

J FIC Green, T. 

Ghost (series) 
Four runners compete on an elite 
track to prove themselves. 

J FIC Reynolds, J. 

Hockey Night in Kenya 
Two children dream of playing hockey. 
But you can't play ice hockey in 
Kenya... can you? 

J FIC Mutinda, D. 

Kicks (series) 
Join a team of soccer players as they 
make friends and work their hardest. 

J FIC Morgan, A. 

Knockout 
Formerly medically fragile Levi 
decides to become a boxer. 

J FIC Holt, K. 

New Matt Christopher 
Sports Library (series) 

Fast-paced sports stories of hockey, 
basketball, baseball, and more. 

J FIC Christopher, M. 

Roller Girl 
Astrid dreams of joining a roller derby 
team, but can she still keep up with 
friends? 

J GN Jamieson, V. 

Swim Team 
Bree dives headfirst into her fears and 
joins the swim team. 

J GN Christmas, J. 

Zach & Zoe Mysteries 
(series) 

Eight-year-old twins Zach and Zoe 
Walker love playing sports and solving 
mysteries (often at the same time!). 

J FIC Lupica, M. 

 

Discovering and Standing Up for Yourself 
Attack of the Black 
Rectangles 

Sixth-grader Mac stands up against 
censorship in his school. 

J FIC King, A. 
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Braced 
Rachel is excited for the new year, but 
bad news from her scoliosis doctor 
changes that. 

J FIC Gerber, A. 

Gamerville 
Max must escape camp to compete in 
the Gamerville championship. 

J GN Christmas, J. 

Good Different 
After hitting a fellow student, Selah 
needs to figure out just what makes 
her different--and why that is ok. 

J FIC Kuyatt, M. 

Gooseberry 
B convinces their new foster parents 
to adopt a stray dog named 
Gooseberry, but training is tricky. 

J FIC Gow, R. 

Out of My Mind 
Melody cannot walk or talk but she 
has a photographic memory. 

J FIC Draper, S. 

Restart 
After falling off a roof and getting 
amnesia, Chase needs to remember 
who he is. 

J FIC Korman, G. 

The Ribbon Skirt 
The journey of a two-spirit kid who 
wants to create a ribbon skirt for the 
upcoming powwow. 

J GN Mukwa, C. 

Simon Sort of Says 
Simon moves to a town without 
internet, cell phones, or television 
where he hopes to find himself 

J FIC Bow, E. 

Stargirl 
Should Stargirl give up what makes 
her unique so that her classmates will 
like her? 

J FIC Spinelli, J. 

Thirst 

Minni lives in the poorest part of 
Mumbai where access to water is 
limited. But why should anyone go 
thirsty? 

J FIC Bajaj, V. 

The First Rule of Punk 
A twelve year old girl fights to express 
herself and start a band. 

J FIC Perez, C. 

The Wrong Way Home 
Twelve-year-old Fern believes she's 
living a noble life--but what if 
everything she's been told is a lie? 

J FIC O'Shaughnessy, K. 

 

Science Fiction 
 

City of Ember (series) 
The City of Ember is the last human 
city in the world… And it’s in big 
trouble.  

J FIC DuPrau, J. 

Fuzzy 
A human girl teaches a robot what it 
means to be a middle-schooler. 

J FIC Angleberger, T. 
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Fuzzy Mud 
Two friends take a shortcut through 
the forbidden woods and find more 
than just trees. 

J FIC Sachar, L. 

The Girl and the Robot 
An out-of-this-world story about 
friendship, empowerment, and . . . 
running from federal agents? 

J FIC Rodriguez, O. 

House of Robots (series) 
A robot goes to fifth grade, but what 
if you had to live with him too? 

J FIC Patterson, J.  

Queso, Just in Time 

Queso suddenly finds himself back in 
1985 with twelve-year-old Pancho, 
the boy who will grow up to be his 
dad. 

J FIC Cisneros, E. 

A Rover’s Story 
Built to explore Mars, Resilience 
begins to develop human-like feelings 
as he learns and explores. 

J FIC Warga, J. 

Sanity and Tallulah 
A scientific accident creates a 
three-headed kitten that two friends 
must capture. 

J GN Brooks, M. 

Shadow Children (series) 
In a world that only allows families to 
have two children, it’s dangerous to 
be third. 

J FIC Haddix, M. 

The Giver 
Jonas is assigned to hold memories of 
the past and begins to question 
society.  

J FIC Lowry, L. 

Gone Wolf 
A story of present and future that lays 
bare the fears of being young and 
Black in America. 

J FIC McBride, A. 

The Last 
Last-Day-of-Summer 
(series) 

Kid sleuths have to prevent time from 
stopping forever. J FIC Giles, L. 

The Lion of Mars 
Life on Mars becomes even stranger 
when your family and the planet 
needs saving.  

J FIC Holm, J. 

Stowaway 
Leo stows away on a strange ship of 
mercenary space pirates to save his 
father. 

J FIC Anderson, J. 

The Wild Robot (series) 
A robot washes up on shore and must 
adapt to nature. 

J FIC Brown, P. 

Zita the Spacegirl (series) 
When her best friend is abducted by 
aliens, Zita leaps to the rescue. 

J GN Hatke, B. 

 

Nonfiction 
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Arts & Entertainment 

Beyoncé: Queen of the 
Spotlight 

Find out how the girl who entered 
local singing competitions became an 
award winning performer! 

J BIO Beyonce 

Dungeons & Dragons 
Young Adventurer's Guides 
(series) 

Discover the vast world of D&D in 
these illustrated guides. 

J 793.93 ​
(various authors) 

Facing Feelings: Inside the 
World of Raina Telgemeier 

Spend an afternoon with Raina as she 
shares her artwork and tells stories 
about her childhood. 

J BIO Telgemeier, R. 

From an Idea to Disney 
Behind the scenes look into the 
world’s largest entertainment empire. 

J 394.8097 

Sounds Good! Discover 50 
Instruments 

An interactive introduction to musical 
instruments with 50 original 
compositions to listen to―from the 
kazoo to the bassoon. 

J 784.19 KON 

Spooked!: How a Radio 
Broadcast and The War of 
the Worlds Sparked the 
1938 Invasion of America 

Halloween eve, 1938: thousands 
panicked when they believed that 
Martians had invaded Earth. But 
here’s what really happened… 

J 070.43 JAR 

What is Color? The Global 
and Sometimes Gross 
Story of Pigments, Paint, 
and the Wondrous World 
of Art  

Travel the world and learn the 
strange, wacky, and occasionally 
perilous history behind the colors that 
paint our everyday lives. 

J 700.2 WEI 

 

History & Current Events 
Accidental Archaeologists: 
True Stories of Unexpected 
Discoveries 

An adventure through time that 
reveals surprise discoveries by 
ordinary people. 

J 930.1 ALB 

All Thirteen: The Incredible 
Cave Rescue of the Thai 
Boys' Soccer Team 

A unique account of the amazing, 
true story of the Thai cave rescue. J 796.525 SOO 

Cracking the Code: The 
Human Quest to Uncover 
Secrets 

Explore the past, present and future 
of cryptology. J 652.8 Keh 

The Curse of the Mummy: 
Uncovering Tutankhamun's 
Tomb 

Those who discovered Tut’s tomb 
were plagued by mysterious illnesses, 
accidents and death after. Could it 
have been the curse?  

J 932.014 FLE 

History Smashers (Series) 
The Mayflower 
The Titanic 

Historic events are debunked to show 
what is myth and what is truth.  

 
J 974.402 MES 
J 910.916 MES 
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Lost in Outer Space 
The incredible journey of the Apollo 
13 mission that nearly ended in 
disaster. 

J 629.45 OLS 

Nathan Hale’s Hazardous 
Tales (series)​
Lafayette!​
Major Impossible 
Raid of No Return 

Hilarious, gruesome, and packed with 
facts, these graphic novels introduce 
some of the strangest moments in 
history. 

 
 
J GN BIO Lafayette, M. 
J GN 971.1 HAL 
J GN 940.54 HAL 

Neil Armstrong: First Man 
on the Moon 

Find out how this boy who loved 
planes became one of history's 
greatest trailblazers. 

J BIO Armstrong, N. 

Never Caught, The Story of 
Ona Judge: Young Readers 
Edition 

Biography of George Washington’s 
slave who escaped to New 
Hampshire. 

J BIO Judge, O. 

Magic Tree House Fact 
Trackers (series) 
Ninjas & Samurai 
Vikings 

Info, photos, illustrations, and fun 
history tidbits from Magic Tree House 
characters Jack and Annie. 

 
 
J 952 OSB 
J 948.022 OSB 

She Persisted (series) 
Sally Ride 
Maria Tallchief 
Harriet Tubman 

A series about women who stood up, 
spoke up, and rose up against the 
odds. 

 
J BIO Ride, S. 
J BIO Tallchief, M. 
J BIO Tubman, H. 

Torpedoed: The True Story 
of the World War II Sinking 
of "The Children's Ship" 

An account of the attack and sinking 
of the World War II passenger ship SS 
City of Benares. 

J 940.54 HEI 

Warrior Queens 
The true life stories of six little-known 
ancient warrior queens, told with 
humor and detail. 

J 920.72 SHE 

Weird But True Know-It-All: 
Ancient Egypt 

Did you know the Ancient Egyptians 
invented the first toothbrush? More 
facts inside! 

J 932 FLY 

A World Without Summer: 
A Volcano Erupts, a 
Creature Awakens, and the 
Sun Goes Out 

Explores how Mount Tambora's 
eruption in 1815 affected the global 
climate and inspired Mary Shelley's 
work 

J 363.34 Day 

 

Sports 

Becoming Kareem 
How Kareem Abdul-Jabbar became 
the icon and legend he is today, both 
on and off the court. 

J BIO Abdul-Jabbar, K. 

Epic Athletes (series) 
Stephen Curry 
Serena Williams 
Tom Brady 

The true stories of athletes and their 
rise to legendary status. 

 
J BIO Curry, S. 
J BIO Williams, S. 
J BIO Brady, T. 
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How It Happened: 
Skateboards 

Learn the science behind the decks to 
the history of the cool tricks and 
everything in between! 

J 796.22 TOW 

It’s a Numbers Game! 
(series) 
Baseball 
Basketball 
Football 
Soccer 

Learn the math behind your favorite 
sports in this trivia- and photo-filled 
book. 

 
 
J 796.357 NAT 
J 796.323 NAT 
J 796.332 ZWE 
J 796.334 NAT 

Out of the Park: True 
Stories of the Greatest 
Players Who Changed the 
Game 

Celebrate the greatest baseball 
players of all time with this illustrated 
collection of true stories. 

J 796.357 BUC 

Magic Tree House Fact 
Trackers (series) 
Baseball 
Soccer 

Info, photos, illustrations, and fun 
sports tidbits from Magic Tree House 
characters Jack and Annie. 

 
 
J 796.357 OSB 
J 796.334 OSB 

Rising Above: How 11 
Athletes Overcame 
Challenges in their Youth 
to Become Stars 

An inspiring collection of sports star 
stories! 

J 796.0922 ZUC 

She Dared: Bethany 
Hamilton 

The story of a girl who survived a 
shark attack and became a 
professional surfer. 

J BIO Hamilton, B. 

Simon Biles: Golden Girl of 
Gymnastics 

Find out how the girl who taught 
herself to flip on her backyard 
trampoline blazed a trail. 

J BIO Biles, S. 

A Sporting Chance 
The story of how Ludwig Guttmann 
created the paralympic games. 

J 796.04 ALE 

 
 

STEM & Nature 

Book of Animal Poetry 
Favorite poems with photos that 
squeak, soar, and roar. 

J 808.81936 NAT 

Break Down: Explosions, 
Implosions, Crashes, 
Crunches, Cracks, & More 

How things work… and how they 
don’t. J 620.1 GRU 

Corpse Talk: 
Groundbreaking Scientists 

Stories of incredible scientists in 
comic form! 

J GN 509.22 MUR 

The Dark! Wild Life in the 
Mysterious World of Caves 

Discover the weird creatures that 
thrive in the darkest corners of our 
planet, including aquatic cave leeches 
and tailless whip scorpions. 

J 591.7984 LEI 

Day in the Life (series) 
Birds 
Snakes 

What do animals get up to all day?  
J 598 BON  
J 597.96 CAV 
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Finding Gobi (Young 
Reader’s Edition) 

A little dog crosses the Gobi Desert to 
reunite with his owner. 

J 636.70092 LEO 

Plague Busters: Medicine’s 
Battle with History’s 
Deadliest Diseases 

Explores the story of a disease, 
including the scary symptoms, odd 
cures, and brilliant breakthroughs. 

J 614.5 FIT 

Science Comics (series)​
Bats: Learning to Fly​
Deep Sea Creatures 

These graphic novels offer a complete 
introduction to a particular topic in 
science. 

 
J GN 599.4 KOC 
J GN 597.6798 LAW 

Sea Otters: A Survival 
Story 

Discover how these adorable animals 
are the key to a rich and complex 
ecosystem. 

J 599.769 GRO 

Sharks Forever: The 
Mystery and History of the 
Planet's Perfect Predator 

A deep dive into sharks – their 
habitat, biology, habits, and 
personalities . 

J 597.3 LEI 

The Bacteria Book 
Why do we need bacteria? Find out in 
this book! 

J 579 MOU  

Who Would Win? (series) 
Ultimate Showdown 
Fiercest Feuds 
Battle Royale 

What if one dangerous animal had a 
fight with another? Compare and 
contrast the battling pairs before 
finally discovering the winner! 

 
J 590.724 PAL 

 

Weird & Wild Facts 

Atlas of Monsters and 
Ghosts 

Join monster hunter Van Helsing as he 
finds haunted castles, restless spirits, 
wicked witches, and more. 

J 001.94 MAG 

How It Happened: Pizza 
This fact-filled book delivers the deep 
dish on pizza culture, history, and 
science. 

J 641.82 TWO 

I Survived Five Epic 
Disasters 

True stories of survival, with real kids 
in the midst of disasters like 
earthquakes, tsunamis, and more. 

J 363.34092 TAR 

Magic Tree House Fact 
Trackers (series) 

Info, photos, illustrations, and fun 
tidbits from Magic Tree House 
characters Jack and Annie. 

Various 

Monstrous: The Lore, 
Gore, and Science behind 
Your Favorite Monsters 

An encyclopedia that delves into the 
history and science behind famous 
monsters. 

J 001.944 BEC 

Quiz Whiz (series) 
Flex your mental muscles with 
questions about everything under the 
sun. 

J 031.02 QUI 

Who HQ (series) 
Who Was/Is…? 
What Is…? 
Where Is…? 

Your headquarters for quick books on 
science, history, and more! J 001 WHQ 

J BIO 
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