
 

 
 

June 2026 
 
Dear Families of Incoming Sixth Grade Students, 
 
Your sixth-grade teachers are pleased to introduce the summer reading list. The selections on this list represent a variety of genres, 
authors, and readability levels. 
 
Students are required to read at least one title over the summer and are encouraged to read more! Students must also complete 
the attached task by Friday, September 11, 2026. 
 
We have taken the time to choose works that we believe your child will enjoy. Students will be placed in book clubs based on their 
summer reading selections, so please make sure your child finds at least one book that interests him/her most. You may wish to 
join your child on his/her reading journey by reading some of the books too. 
 
You should be able to obtain a copy at the Hewlett-Woodmere Public Library, Amazon, Sora, Bookshare, or your local bookstore. 
This assignment can also be found on the Woodmere Middle School Website. 
 
We hope that your family will enjoy sharing the great adventure of reading!  Have a wonderful summer! 
 
Sincerely, 
Your Sixth Grade English Language Arts Teachers  
 
 

🌟Support the WMS #GETBOOKED initiative and start the year off like a star. Take a picture of yourself reading this summer and 
bring it in the first day of school.  
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https://www.hewlett-woodmere.net/wms


WMS Summer Reading List—Grade 6  
Books are listed as mild, medium, or bringing the heat. Think about it as you would think about eating Takis. The blue heat flavor 

option is the most challenging to eat, whereas the buckin’ ranch is the least challenging!        
 
 
 
  

                                           (mild)​ (medium)                              (bringing the heat) 
 
 

Title Author Genre 
The Face on the Milk Carton (bringing the heat) Caroline B. Cooney realistic fiction 

Middle School the Worst Years of My Life (medium) 
 

James Patterson realistic fiction 

Alex Rider: Stormbreaker (medium) Anthony Horowitz action 
Gregor the Overlander  (medium) Suzanne Collins fantasy 

The Red Pyramid (bringing the heat) Rick Riordan fantasy 
The Strange Case of Origami Yoda (mild) Tom Angleberger realistic fiction 

Maximum Ride: The Angel Experiment (bringing the heat) James Patterson  fantasy 
The Fourteenth Goldfish (medium) Jennifer L. Holm science fiction 

Ungifted  (medium) Gordon Korman realistic fiction  
The Baby-Sitter’s Club: Kristy’s Great Idea (mild) 

*This can be the graphic novel or novel. 
Ann M. Martin (novel) 

Raina Telgemeier (graphic 
novel) 

realistic fiction 

I Survived the Sinking of the Titanic (mild) Lauren Tarshis historical fiction 
Marvin Red-Post: Kidnapped at Birth? (mild) Louis Sachar realistic fiction 

The Face on the Milk Carton (bringing the heat) - No one ever really paid close attention to the faces of the missing children on the milk 
cartons. But as Janie Johnson glanced at the face of the ordinary little girl with her hair in tight pigtails, wearing a dress with a narrow white 
collar – a three-year-old who had been kidnapped twelve years before from a shopping mall in New Jersey – she felt overcome with shock. She 
recognized that little girl – it was her. How could it possibly be true? Janie can’t believe that her loving parents kidnapped her, but as she begins 
to piece things together, nothing makes sense. Something is terribly wrong. Are Mr. and Mrs. Johnson really her parents? And if not, who is Janie 
Johnson, and what really happened?  
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Middle School the Worst Years of My Life (medium)- It's Rafe Khatchadorian's first day at Hills Village Middle School, and it's shaping up to be 
the worst year ever. He has enough problems at home without throwing his first year of middle school into the mix, but luckily he's got an ace 
plan for the best year ever--if only he can pull it off. With his best friend Leonardo the Silent awarding him points, Rafe tries to break every rule 
in his school's oppressive Code of Conduct.  

Alex Rider: Stormbreaker (medium)- They said his uncle Ian died in a car accident. But Alex Rider knows that’s a lie, and the bullet holes in the 
windshield prove it. Yet he never suspected the truth: his uncle was really a spy for Britain’s top secret intelligence agency. And now Alex has 
been recruited to find his uncle’s killers…  

Gregor the Overlander (medium)- When eleven-year-old Gregor follows his little sister through a grate in the laundry room of their New York 
apartment building, he hurtles into the dark Underland beneath the city. There, humans live uneasily beside giant spiders, bats, cockroaches, and 
rats – but the fragile peace is about to fall apart. Gregor wants no part of the conflict. He just wants to find his way home. But when he discovers 
that a prophecy foretells a role for him in the Underland’s future, he realizes it might be the only way to solve the biggest mystery of his life. Little 
does he know his quest will change him - and the Underland – forever. 

The Red Pyramid (bringing the heat) - Since their mother's death, Carter and Sadie have become near strangers. While Sadie has lived with her 
grandparents in London, her brother has traveled the world with their father, the brilliant Egyptologist, Dr. Julius Kane. One night, Dr. Kane brings 
the siblings together for a "research experiment" at the British Museum, where he hopes to set things right for his family. Instead, he unleashes 
the Egyptian god Set, who banishes him to oblivion and forces the children to flee for their lives. From the creator of the hit Percy Jackson series. 

The Strange Case of Origami Yoda (mild)  - Meet Dwight, a sixth-grade oddball. Dwight does a lot of weird things, like wearing the same T-shirt 
for a month or telling people to call him “Captain Dwight.” This is embarrassing, particularly for Tommy, who sits with him at lunch every day. But 
Dwight does one cool thing. He makes origami. One day he makes an origami finger puppet of Yoda. And that’s when things get mysterious. 
Origami Yoda can predict the future and suggest the best way to deal with a tricky situation. His advice actually works, and soon most of the 
sixth grade is lining up with questions. Tommy wants to know how Origami Yoda can be so smart when Dwight himself is so clueless. Is Yoda 
tapping into the force? It’s crucial that Tommy figures out the mystery before he takes Yoda’s advice about something very important that has to 
do with a girl. This is Tommy’s case file of his investigation into “The Strange Case of Origami Yoda.”  

Maximum Ride: The Angel Experiment (bringing the heat) - Six unforgettable kids – with no families, no homes – are running for their lives. Max 
Ride and her best friends have the ability to fly. And that’s just the beginning of their amazing powers. But they don’t know where they come 
from, who’s hunting them, why they are different from all other humans… and if they’re meant to save mankind – or destroy it. 

The Fourteenth Goldfish (medium)- Eleven-year-old Ellie has never liked change. She misses fifth grade. She misses her old best friend. She 
even misses her dearly departed goldfish. Then one day a strange boy shows up. He’s bossy. He’s cranky. And weirdly enough . . . he looks a lot 
like Ellie’s grandfather, a scientist who’s always been slightly obsessed with immortality. Could this gawky teenager really be Grandpa Melvin? 
Has he finally found the secret to eternal youth? 
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Ungifted (medium)- When Donovan Curtis pulls a major prank at his middle school, he thinks he’s finally gone too far. But thanks to a mix-up by 
one of the administrators, instead of getting in trouble, Donovan is sent to the Academy of Scholastic Distinction, a special program for gifted 
and talented students. Although it wasn’t exactly what Donovan had intended, the ASD couldn’t be a more perfectly unexpected hideout for 
someone like him. But as the students and teachers of ASD grow to realize that Donovan may not be good at math or science (or just about 
anything), he shows that his gifts may be exactly what the ASD students never knew they needed. 

The Baby-Sitter’s Club: Kristy’s Great Idea (mild) -Join Kristy Thomas and her friends as they embark on an exciting adventure. When Kristy 
realizes that there’s a huge demand for reliable babysitters in their neighborhood, she hatches a brilliant plan to start a babysitting business with 
her friends. As they navigate the ups and downs of managing their new club, they learn valuable lessons about teamwork, friendship, and 
responsibility. Will their idea be a success? Dive into this heartwarming story filled with laughter, challenges, and the joy of helping others! 

I Survived: The Sinking of the Titanic (mild) - Excitement fills the air as George dreams of adventure on the world's largest ship. The Titanic. 
However, when disaster strikes on the night of April 14, 1912, everything changes. As chaos unfolds and the ship begins to sink, George must 
muster all his courage and resourcefulness to survive. Will he find his way to safety amidst the turmoil? A gripping tale of bravery, hope, and 
resilience, this story captures the heart of one of history's most tragic events through the eyes of a young boy. Will he make it back to his family, 
or will the ocean claim him too? 

Marvin Redpost: Kidnapped at Birth? (mild) - In Marvin Redpost: Kidnapped at Birth, we follow the adventures of a young boy named Marvin 
Redpost, who discovers a shocking secret about his past. After overhearing a conversation that suggests he might have been kidnapped as a 
baby, Marvin embarks on a quest to uncover the truth. As he navigates through feelings of confusion and excitement, he learns valuable lessons 
about identity, friendship, and the importance of family. With a mix of humor and heart, this story captivates young readers and encourages 
them to reflect on their own experiences of belonging and self-discovery. 

 

Parents, please note: Works of literature may contain mature language or content. However, these works have been recommended based on 
their literary merit and relevant themes. Parents may wish to assist their children in making an appropriate selection. Students may confer with 
their current teacher in making a selection 
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Name:                     Date:  
 

 
 Character Captain Directions- This activity will help to analyze (examine closely) the protagonist (main character)  

of your summer reading book.  

 
Directions: Select one main character from your novel and complete the chart below using the list below.  
 

1.)​ Select two different character traits to describe the main character or select two different emotions/feelings of the main character. 
●​ A character trait is a word that directly describes how a character acts/what type of person the character is. 

○​ Do not use external and/or physical traits such as athletic, overweight, or pretty.  
○​ Examples of character traits- kind-hearted, brave, determined, trustworthy, mean-spirited 

●​ An emotion is a feeling the character has based on a situation they are experiencing. 
○​ Think about some feelings you have had based on situations. Then, reread parts of your book and find situations where the 

character has a big feeling. 
○​ Examples of emotions- stressed, excited, joyful, frustrated, outraged 

 
2.)​ Provide a direct quote as textual evidence to support the internal traits. 

●​ Textual evidence is  a direct quote taken right out of the text (this can be narration or dialogue/speaking between characters). 
●​ Example with narration: “I was so sure of my case, so convinced of the general rightness of my mission that I threw open the door” 

(Bagdasarian 1). 
●​ Example with dialogue: “Mom! Mom! Skip put…” (Bagdasarian 1). 

 
3.)​ Then, write an explanation to demonstrate how the evidence proves the trait in the box next to each piece of evidence.  

●​ Explanation is when you explain how the evidence supports the trait listed. What does it illustrate? What does it show? 
●​ Example: This shows Will is determined because he wasn’t going to stop until he was able to tell on his brother. 
●​ Sentence Starters: 

○​ This shows the character is __________ because _________ 
○​ This proves the character acts ________ because ________ 

 

✍️Please turn the page to complete your assignment! 
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👆Remember to use your directions and examples from the previous page of this assignment. 

Character Trait/Emotion #1 ___________________________ 

Textual Evidence for Trait/Emotion #1 
 

________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 

Page ________ 
 

How does this evidence prove the trait/emotion? 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 

 

Textual Evidence for Trait/Emotion #1 
 

________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 

Page ________ 
 

How does this evidence prove the trait/emotion? 
 

________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
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👆Remember to use your directions and examples from page five of this assignment. 

Character Trait/Emotion #2 ___________________________ 

Textual Evidence for Trait/Emotion #2 
 

________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 

Page ________ 
 

How does this evidence prove the trait/emotion? 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 

 

Textual Evidence for Trait/Emotion #2 
 

________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 

Page ________ 

How does this evidence prove the trait/emotion? 
 

________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
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