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AP United States History Summer Assignments 
 
 
Overview 
 
AP US History students are expected to complete summer reading and video 
assignments before the first class meeting. These assignments will focus on course 
content preceding the American Revolution (AP USH Units 1 and 2). Students' 
completion of their AP USH summer assignments will be assessed on a test to be 
administered during the first two weeks of class. 
 
While you will be expected to turn in some things on the first day of class, the bulk of 
your grade for the summer assignments will come from your test so please keep this in 
mind while you are completing these assignments. 
 

Prior to our first day of class in September, you will be expected to complete any five 
(5) of the following seven (7) assignments: 

 
 
Assignment #1: Native American Cultures 
 
The so-called "Period 1" of the AP US History course outline focuses on the period from 
1491 (a generic designation for the Americas pre-contact) to 1607 (the establishment of 
the Jamestown Colony). 
 
In this video lecture for AP US History students, the narrator describes and contrasts 
different Native American cultures over geographical regions of North America. After 
watching the lecture, the successful APUSH student should be able to label a map of 
pre-contact North America and be able to identify key tribal groups and describe the 
way of life in each region of North America. Students will be expected to turn in the 
following items completed by hand (NOT TYPED) on the first day of class: Native 
American Tribes Map and this graphic organizer. 
 
Assignment #2: Colombian Exchange and Atlantic Trade 
 
Before learning about the European colonies, it's necessary to place them within the 
system of Atlantic trade in which they existed. The permanent system of contact and 
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https://www.tomrichey.net/uploads/3/2/1/0/32100773/apush_map_-_native_american_tribes.pdf
https://www.tomrichey.net/uploads/3/2/1/0/32100773/apush_map_-_native_american_tribes.pdf
https://www.tomrichey.net/uploads/3/2/1/0/32100773/apush_graphic_organizer_native_american_cultures.pdf


trade between the Old and New Worlds that was established by Columbus' voyages is 
known as the Columbian Exchange. The best place to start learning about the 
Columbian Exchange is Wikipedia. The Wikipedia article defines the Columbian 
Exchange as "the widespread transfer of animals, plants, culture, human 
populations, technology and ideas between the American and Afro-Eurasian 
hemispheres in the 15th and 16th centuries." Using this framework put forward by the 
article, here is a graphic organizer to help you organize the specifics of the Columbian 
Exchange in each of these areas. You may use the Wikipedia article and any other 
online resources that you find helpful. Be sure to make a note of what other sources you 
end up using. Please have the graphic organizer ready to turn in on the first day of class 
completed by hand (NOT TYPED). 
 
Assignment #3: Colonial Encounters Video Lectures 
 
It is important that AP USH students know the key characteristics of Spanish, French, 
Dutch, and British colonizers and be able to compare and contrast the differing goals of 
each colonial power. In these video lectures, note the key characteristics and goals of 
Spanish, French, and Dutch colonizers in addition to comparing and contrasting their 
economic pursuits and methods in dealing with the Native Americans they encountered. 
This graphic organizer will be helpful for organizing this information. Please have the 
graphic organizer ready to turn in on the first day of class completed by hand (NOT 
TYPED). 
 
Assignment #4: Document Analysis - Choose 1 Primary + 1 Secondary 
 
The following primary and secondary sources focus on each of the colonial powers 
(Spanish, French, Dutch, and British) and their relationships with Native Americans and 
their environments. In addition to factual information, be sure to read for point of view 
(POV) and purpose when reading the primary sources (A+B) and for the author's thesis 
when reading secondary sources (C+D). Please note that you may be asked to share 
your thoughts with classmates. 

A.​ New Spain (1542)​ ​ ​ ​ C. New Netherland (1995) 
B.​ New France (1634)​​ ​ ​ D. New England (1983) 

 
Assignment #5: Thirteen Colonies Lecture 
 
In this lecture on the Thirteen Colonies, the key traits of the colonial regions (New 
England, Middle, and Southern) are outlined. Students should be able to identify the key 
traits of each region and the key colonies of each region as well as compare and 
contrast the political, economic, social, and religious climate in each colonial region. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbian_Exchange
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbian_Exchange
https://www.tomrichey.net/uploads/3/2/1/0/32100773/apush_graphic_organizer_columbian_exchange.pdf
https://www.tomrichey.net/uploads/3/2/1/0/32100773/apush_graphic_organizer_european_colonizers.pdf
https://www.tomrichey.net/uploads/3/2/1/0/32100773/apush_primary_source_-_bartoleme_de_las_casas.pdf
https://www.tomrichey.net/uploads/3/2/1/0/32100773/apush_secondary_source_-_dennis_cultivating_a_lanscape.pdf
https://www.tomrichey.net/uploads/3/2/1/0/32100773/apush_primary_source_-_le_jeune_jesuit_relations.pdf
https://www.tomrichey.net/uploads/3/2/1/0/32100773/apush_summer_reading_assignment_-_cronon.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H_THLW5hh8Y


Please have this graphic organizer ready to turn in on the first day of class completed 
by hand (NOT TYPED). 
 
Assignment #6: Lectures on the 13 Colonies - Choose One 
 
Select one of the following videos below to watch. Be prepared to share with your 
classmates what you learned from watching the video of your choice. 

A. The Virginia Colony: The Birth of the British Empire (parts 1-2) 
B. Religious Freedom in Colonial New England (parts 1-3) 
C. The Pennsylvania Colony 
D. A Brief History of the Quakers 

 
Assignment #7: Religion & Society in Late Colonial America 
 
After watching both of the following videos about religion and society in late colonial 
America, complete by hand this graphic organizer ready to turn in on the first day of 
class (NOT TYPED). Can you fill out a clean copy without referring to the first page? 

A. First Great Awakening 
B. The American Enlightenment 
 

 
 
My Selections: Choose 5 out of 7 
 

_____ Assignment #1: Native American Cultures 
 

_____ Assignment #2: Colombian Exchange and Atlantic Trade 
 

_____ Assignment #3: Colonial Encounters Video Lectures 
 

_____ Assignment #4: Document Analysis - Choose 1 Primary + 1 Secondary 
 

_____ Assignment #5: Thirteen Colonies Lecture 
 

_____ Assignment #6: Lectures on the 13 Colonies - Choose One 
 

_____ Assignment #7: Religion & Society in Late Colonial America 
 
Note that these assignments are due on the first day of class. Most assignments 
(except for #4+6) involve a graphic organizer to be completed by hand (NOT TYPED). 
Assignments #4+6 involve the opportunity for students to share their thoughts with 
classmates during the first week of classes. 
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https://www.tomrichey.net/uploads/3/2/1/0/32100773/apush_graphic_organizer_thirteen_colonies.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BvokFncxkh8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IePvJ2Vlw2g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q9IFZC7CcNI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XI_iE9Je4TI
https://www.tomrichey.net/uploads/3/2/1/0/32100773/first_great_awakening_-_ntk_handout.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CyiGmnZB-SQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M7LF6pdqFnI
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