
 

 
Mr. John Andruszkiewicz, Principal 
Dr. Richard Mangeri, Assistant Principal 
June 2026 
 

Dear families of incoming eighth-grade students,  
 
Reading is the key to success in all subjects because it stimulates the imagination, builds language and 
vocabulary skills, and connects us to the world around us.  
 
Students are encouraged to read more than one book over the summer; however, students are only 
required to complete the assigned task based on one book. 
 
Students are required to read at least ONE title over the summer.  
They must complete ONE TASK with precision based on ONE book.  
 

TASK: 
Based on the prompts and requirements on the assignment page, create a detailed and creative 
one-pager in response to one book read over the summer. This may be done digitally or by hand. If 

completed digitally, it MUST be printed and submitted as a hard copy (on paper). 
 

DUE: 
Friday, September 4th, 2026 in English class 

 
We have taken the time to choose works that we believe your child will enjoy. Please encourage your child 
to select an appropriate title, and consider reading the book with them and/or helping your child find a 
reading partner. In addition, we encourage students to be active readers by using sticky notes or a 
notebook to track their ideas. 
 
We have also included a short description of each work. These descriptions are included to help you and 
your child make an informed selection. 
 
Please check your local library and Woodmere Middle School’s Sora App for digital copies, as well as local 
bookstores. The Sora App is available to students throughout the entire summer.  
 
The assignment can also be found on the WMS website, www.hewlett-woodmere.net. 
 
Finally, start the year as a star, and support our WMS #GETbooked initiative. Take a picture of your 
child reading during the summer, and it will be displayed on our #GETcaughtREADING bulletin board!  
 
We hope that your family will enjoy sharing the great adventure of reading.  Have a great summer! 
 
Sincerely, 
The 8th-grade English Teachers  
 
 
 

http://www.hewlett-woodmere.net


 

8th Grade Summer Reading List 2026 
 

Parents/Guardians, please note:  
Works of literature may contain mature language or content. However, these works have been recommended 

based on their literary merit and relevant themes. These selections have been included in summer reading 
assignments in well-regarded school districts across Long Island. Parents may wish to assist their children in 
making an appropriate selection. Students may also confer with their current teacher in making a selection.  

 
Books have been organized into three categories, ranging  

from the least challenging to the most challenging. 
 

Least challenging Semi-challenging Most challenging 

Guts by Raina Telgemeier 
(realistic fiction) 
 
Captain America: The Ghost 
Army  by Alan Gratz (historical 
fiction) 
 
Freak the Mighty by Rodman 
Philbrick (realistic fiction)  
  
The Mysterious Benedict 
Society by Trenton Lee Stewart 
(mystery/realistic fiction) 
 
Hatchet by Gary Paulsen  
(adventure) 
 
The Lost Year by Katherine 
Marsh (historical/realistic 
fiction) 
 
 
 

The Skin I’m In by Sharon 
Flake (realistic fiction) 
 
Rumble Fish by S.E. Hinton 
(realistic fiction) 
 
Between Shades of Gray by 
Ruth Sepetys (historical fiction) 
 
The Last Cuentista by Donna 
Harba Higuera (fantasy) 
 
Drums, Girls, and Dangerous 
Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick 
(realistic fiction) 
 
Starters by Lissa Price 
(dystopian) 
 
The Naturals (Book 1) by 
Jennifer Lynn Barnes (mystery) 

The House in the Cerulean Sea 
by T.J. Klune (fantasy/magical 
realism) 
 
Does My Head Look Big in This? 
by Randa Abdel-Fattah 
(realistic fiction) 
 
Brown Girl Dreaming by 
Jacqueline Woodson (memoir, 
novel in verse) 
 
Hello Universe by Erin Entrada 
Kelly (realistic fiction) 
 
Ender’s Game by Orson Scott 
Card (science fiction) 
 
The Reappearance of Rachel 
Price by Holly Jackson 
(mystery) 

 
 

**Extra Credit- #GETcaughtReading—Take a picture of yourself 
reading a book this summer, and bring it to school on the first day. 

Support #GETBOOKED!!!  
 

Please ensure your name is on the back of the photo. 
 
 
 
 



 

ASSIGNMENT SHEET 
 

After reading your chosen book, you will create a visually appealing and informative 

"one-pager" that fits on a single 8.5" x 11" sheet of paper. Your one-pager should demonstrate 
deep thinking about your book and showcase your creativity. This assignment is worth 20 points and 
will be your first grade of the school year, so make it count!!! 

 

Submission Requirements 
​ Physical submission only—You must turn in a hard copy on the due date. 
​ If created digitally, you must print it out yourself. 

​Teachers will not print assignments nor accept digital submissions. 
 

Design Requirements 
​ One single 8.5” x 11” sheet of paper (printer paper). 
​ Fill the ENTIRE page effectively. 
​ Ensure all text is legible and well-organized. 
​ Include visual elements (images, fonts, graphics, color). 
​ Balance text and visuals for maximum impact. 
​ Clearly include: 1. Book title (Underlined or Italicized), 2. Author, 3. Genre, and 4. YOUR NAME. 
​ Include proper citations for all quoted text: (Zindel 2).  

 
One Pager Elements 

●​ Include AT LEAST FIVE (5) CHOICE ELEMENTS in addition to the REQUIRED IMAGES 
 
REQUIRED:  

Images: Include 3 images that are significant to the novel. Images can represent a theme, 
character, setting, or conflict. Label each image—but no need to explain. 

 

CHOICE (choose 5 below): 
1.​ Character Development Map: show how a main character changes throughout the book with 

evidence from the text 
2.​ Conflict Resolution: What is the main conflict, and how is it resolved?  
3.​ Setting Impact: What is the setting? How does it impact a character, the plot, or develop conflict?  
4.​ Author’s Craft Techniques: Identify one (1) author’s craft technique using evidence from the text,  

and explain its impact (point of view, foreshadowing, flashback, flashforward, pacing, imagery). 
5.​ Theme Statement: What is the most significant theme (overall lesson)? No explanation needed. 
6.​ Quote collection: Include three (3) of the most important quotes from the novel and explain each 

one’s significance.  
7.​ Timeline: Create a timeline with five critical events. The timeline must be linear or follow the plot 

diagram. 
8.​ Symbolism: Identify and explain at least two symbols in the book and their deeper meanings 
9.​ Reactions: How did this book make you feel?  How does this book connect to yourself, another 

text, or the world? 
10.​Questions: Create and answer one high-level question about the book. (This question should go 

beyond recalling information from the book. This should be a question that someone needs to 
think deeply about to answer!) Hint: Try starting with “How” or “Why” 
 
 



 

 

Least challenging  

Guts by Raina Telgemeier (realistic fiction) 
Raina wakes up one night with a terrible upset stomach. Her mom has one, too, so it's probably just a bug. 
Raina eventually returns to school, where she's dealing with the usual highs and lows: friends, not-friends, 
and classmates who think the school year is just one long gross-out session. It soon becomes clear that 
Raina's tummy trouble isn't going away... What's going on? 

Captain America: The Ghost Army  by Alan Gratz (historical fiction) 
In this thrilling historical adventure set during World War II, Steve Rogers (AKA Captain America) and his 
young sidekick, Bucky Barnes, encounter a threat like none they've ever seen -- a Ghost Army. The dead of 
this war and wars past are coming back to life, impervious to bullets, flames, or anything else the Allies can 
throw at them. How can Cap and Buck fight something that's already dead? 

Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick (realistic fiction)  
Maxwell Kane, a lumbering eighth grader who describes himself as a "butthead goon," has lived with 
grandparents Grim and Gram ever since his father was imprisoned for murdering his mother. Mean-spirited 
schoolmates and special ed (for an undetermined learning disability) haven't improved his self-image, so he 
is totally unprepared for a friendship with Kevin, aka Freak, a veritable genius with a serious birth defect 
that's left him in braces and using crutches. Together, they become Freak the Mighty, an invincible duo.  
 
The Mysterious Benedict Society by Trenton Lee Stewart (mystery/realistic fiction) 
When a peculiar ad appears in the newspaper, dozens of children enroll to take a series of mysterious, 
mind-bending tests. But in the end, just four very special children will succeed. Their challenge: to go on a 
secret mission that only the most intelligent and resourceful children could complete. To accomplish it, they 
will have to go undercover at the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, where the only rule is that 
there are no rules. But with their newfound friendship at stake, will they be able to pass the most important 
test of all? 
 
Hatchet by Gary Paulsen (adventure) 
Thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson is traveling by single-engine plane to visit his father for the first time since 
his parents’ divorce. When the plane crashes, killing the pilot, the sole survivor is Brian. He is alone in the 
Canadian wilderness with nothing but his clothing, a tattered windbreaker, and the hatchet his mother had 
given him as a present. Will Brian make it out of the wilderness alive? 
 
The Lost Year by Katherine Marsh (historical/realistic fiction) 
Thirteen-year-old Matthew is miserable. His journalist dad is stuck overseas indefinitely, and his mom has 
moved in with his one-hundred-year-old great-grandmother to ride out the pandemic, adding to his stress 
and isolation. But when Matthew finds a tattered black-and-white photo in his great-grandmother’s 
belongings, he discovers a clue to a hidden chapter of her past, one that will lead to a life-shattering family 
secret. Set in alternating timelines that connect the present-day to the 1930s and the US to the USSR, 
Katherine Marsh’s latest novel sheds fresh light on the Holodomor – the horrific famine that killed millions 
of Ukrainians, and which the Soviet government covered up for decades. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Semi-challenging 

The Skin I’m In by Sharon Flake (realistic fiction) 
Maleeka suffers every day from the taunts of the other kids in her class. If they're not getting at her about 
her homemade clothes or her good grades, it's about her dark, black skin. When a new teacher, whose face is 
blotched with a startling white patch, starts at their school, Maleeka can see there is bound to be trouble for 
her too. But the new teacher's attitude surprises Maleeka. Miss Saunders loves the skin she's in. Can 
Maleeka learn to do the same? 
 
Rumble Fish by S.E. Hinton (realistic fiction) 
Rusty-James is the number one tough guy among the junior high kids who hang out and play pool at 
Benny's. He's proud of his reputation, but what he wants most of all is to be just like his older brother, the 
Motorcycle Boy. Whenever Rusty-James gets in over his head, the Motorcycle Boy has always been there to 
bail him out. Then one day Rusty-James' world comes apart, and the Motorcycle boy isn't around to pick up 
the pieces. What now?  
 
Between Shades of Gray by Ruth Sepetys (historical fiction) 
Lina is just like any other fifteen-year-old Lithuanian girl in 1941—until one night when Soviet officers 
barge into her home, tearing her family from the comfortable life they've known. Separated from her father, 
forced onto a crowded and dirty train car, Lina, her mother, and her young brother slowly make their way 
north, crossing the Arctic Circle, to a work camp in the coldest reaches of Siberia. Will Lina and her family 
survive?           
 
The Last Cuentista by Donna Harba Higuera (fantasy) 
Había una vez . . . Petra Peña dreams of being a storyteller like her abuelita, but Earth's destruction forces 
her onto a ship to a new planet. Awakening centuries later, she discovers she is the only one who remembers 
Earth after a sinister Collective takes over the ship. As the sole keeper of humanity's past, Petra must fight to 
preserve their stories and future. 
 
Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick (realistic fiction) 
Steven has a totally normal life (well, almost). He plays drums in the All-City Jazz Band (whose members call 
him the Peasant), has a crush on the hottest girl in school (who doesn't even know he's alive), and is 
constantly annoyed by his younger brother, Jeffrey (who is cuter than cute—which is also pretty annoying). 
But when Jeffrey gets sick, Steven's world is turned upside down, and he is forced to deal with his brother's 
illness, his parents' attempts to keep the family in one piece, his homework, the band, girls, and Dangerous 
Pie (yes, you'll have to read the book to find out what that is!). 
 
Starters by Lissa Price (dystopian) 
Callie lost her parents when the Spore Wars wiped out everyone between the ages of twenty and sixty. She 
and her little brother, Tyler, go on the run, living as squatters with their friend Michael and fighting off 
renegades. Callie's only hope is Prime Destinations, a disturbing place in Beverly Hills run by a mysterious 
figure known as the Old Man. He hires teens to rent their bodies to Enders—seniors who want to be young 
again. Callie, desperate for the money that will keep her, Tyler, and Michael alive, agrees to be a donor. But 
the neurochip they place in Callie's head malfunctions, and she wakes up in the life of her renter, living in 
her mansion, driving her cars, and going out with a senator's grandson. It feels almost like a fairy tale, until 
Callie discovers that her renter intends to do more than party—and that Prime Destinations' plans are more 
evil than Callie could ever have imagined. 
 
The Naturals (Book 1) by Jennifer Lynn Barnes (mystery) 
Seventeen-year-old Cassie is a natural at reading people. Piecing together the tiniest details, she can tell you 
who you are and what you want. But it’s not a skill that she’s ever taken seriously. That is, until the FBI 
comes knocking: they’ve begun a classified program that uses exceptional teenagers to crack infamous cold 



 

cases, and they need Cassie. Soon, it becomes clear that no one in the Naturals program is what they seem. 
And when a new killer strikes, danger looms closer than Cassie could ever have imagined. Caught in a lethal 
game of cat and mouse with a killer, the Naturals are going to have to use all of their gifts just to survive. 

Most challenging  

The House in the Cerulean Sea by T.J. Klune (fantasy/magical realism) 
Linus Baker leads a quiet, solitary life. At forty, he lives in a tiny house with a devious cat and his old records. 
As a Case Worker at the Department in Charge of Magical Youth, he spends his days overseeing the 
well-being of children in orphanages. When Linus is unexpectedly summoned by Extremely Upper 
Management, he's given a highly classified assignment: travel to Marsyas Island Orphanage, where six 
dangerous children reside. Linus must set aside his fears and determine whether or not they’re likely to 
bring about the end of days. But the children aren’t the only secret the island keeps. Long-held secrets are 
exposed, and Linus must make a choice: destroy a home or watch the world burn? 
 
Does My Head Look Big in This? by Randa Abdel-Fattah (realistic fiction) 
Sixteen-year-old Amal makes the decision to start wearing the hijab full-time, and everyone has a reaction. 
Her parents, her teachers, her friends, people on the street. But she stands by her decision to embrace her 
faith and all that it is, even if it does make her a little different from everyone else. Can she handle the taunts 
of "towel head," the prejudice of her classmates, and still attract the cutest boy in school? Brilliantly funny 
and poignant, Randa Abdel-Fattah's debut novel will strike a chord in all teenage readers, no matter what 
their beliefs. 
 
Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson (memoir, novel in verse) 
Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each place. In vivid poems, 
she shares what it was like to grow up as an African American in the 1960s and 1970s, living with the 
remnants of Jim Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights movement. Each poem is both 
accessible and emotionally charged, each line a glimpse into a child’s soul as she searches for her place in 
the world. Woodson’s eloquent poetry also reflects the joy of finding her voice through writing stories, 
despite the fact that she struggled with reading as a child. Her love of stories inspired her and stayed with 
her, creating the first sparks of the gifted writer she was to become. 
 
Hello Universe by Erin Entrada Kelly (realistic fiction) 
Told from four intertwining points of view—two boys and two girls—the novel celebrates bravery, being 
different, and finding your inner bayani (hero). In one day, four lives weave together in unexpected ways. 
Virgil Salinas is shy and kind-hearted and feels out of place in his crazy-about-sports family. Valencia 
Somerset, who is deaf, is smart, brave, and secretly lonely, and she loves everything about nature. Kaori 
Tanaka is a self-proclaimed psychic whose little sister, Gen, is always following her around. And Chet Bullens 
wishes the weird kids would just stop being so different so he can concentrate on basketball. They aren’t 
friends, at least not until Chet pulls a prank that traps Virgil and his pet guinea pig at the bottom of a well. 
This disaster leads Kaori, Gen, and Valencia on an epic quest to find missing Virgil.  
 
Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card (science fiction) 
Andrew "Ender" Wiggin thinks he is playing computer-simulated war games; he is, in fact, engaged in 
something far more desperate. The result of genetic experimentation, Ender may be the military genius 
Earth desperately needs in a war against an alien enemy seeking to destroy all human life. The only way to 
find out is to throw Ender into ever harsher training, to chip away and find the diamond inside, or destroy 
him utterly. Ender Wiggin is six years old when it begins. He will grow up fast. 
 
The Reappearance of Rachel Price by Holly Jackson (mystery) 
Lights. Camera. Lies. 18-year-old Bel has lived her whole life in the shadow of her mom’s mysterious 
disappearance. Sixteen years ago, Rachel Price vanished, and young Bel was the only witness, but she has no 



 

memory of it. Rachel is gone, long presumed dead, and Bel wishes everyone would just move on. But the 
case is dragged up from the past when the Price family agrees to a true crime documentary. Bel can’t wait for 
filming to end, for life to go back to normal. And then the impossible happens. Rachel Price reappears, and 
life will never be normal again. 
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