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As I write this final message as superintendent of Bellevue City 
Schools, what stands out most to me is not a single moment, but the 
steady progress we have made together. Year after year, this district 
has found ways to move forward, adapt, and stay focused on what 
matters most for students.

During my time here, I have had the opportunity to see our students 
grow into confident, capable individuals, supported by a dedicated 

staff and a community that values education. From academic achievements to 
performances, athletic success, and everyday classroom moments, Bellevue continues 
to demonstrate what is possible when everyone works toward a common goal. That 
consistency and focus have always set this district apart.

As you read through this final newsletter of the school year, you will see that progress in 
action. From celebrating the Class of 2026 to earning multiple state runner-up finishes 
and state championships, being recognized once again as a Best Communities for 
Music Education district, and seeing Bellevue Elementary named a Governor’s Science 
of Reading Champion School, there is so much for our Bellevue community to celebrate 
and be proud of. These moments reflect the collective effort of our students, staff, and 
community and are just a snapshot of the work happening across our schools.

As I step away, I do so knowing the district is well-positioned for continued success. Nate 
Artino will take on the role of superintendent after 14 years as principal of Bellevue High 
School. During that time, he has guided both academic and operational growth while 
building a school culture where students and staff are supported and expected to succeed. 
His experience and understanding of this district make him a strong fit for this next role.

Bellevue City Schools has a clear direction, a strong foundation, and the right people in 
place to keep building on its success. I appreciate the opportunity to have been part of that 
work and look forward to seeing what comes next for this district. The work continues, the 
Bellevue story goes on, and I will always be grateful that, for a time, I got to be part of it.

Troy Roth
Superintendent

Celebrating 
Remarkable 
Resilience
Congratulations to our 
Sandusky County Positive 
People Scholarship winners, 
with a special celebration for 
first-place recipient Mariah 
Kistler! These inspiring students 
demonstrated incredible 
resilience, strength and 
determination, turning life’s 
challenges into stories of hope, 
perseverance and success.

Class of 2026, You Did It!
The Class of 2026 has officially turned the tassel 
and taken their next step, leaving behind a legacy 
of hard work and memories that will last a lifetime. 
From first-day nerves to final-day cheers, this group 
has shown what it means to grow with purpose, and 
now the future is wide open for everything they will 
accomplish next. Congratulations Redmen!

L-R: Alexia Hunter, Jenna 
Bullion, Mariah Kistler, Lillian 
Swiger, Kyler LaBenne.
Not pictured: Jersey Mayes
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Understanding Changes 
in School Funding

Bellevue City Schools continues 
to focus on long-term financial 
stability while maintaining a strong 
learning environment for students. 
Over the past several years, the 
district has taken important steps 
to manage debt responsibly and 
reduce costs for taxpayers. In 

October 2019, the district refinanced the 2010 C School 
Facilities and Construction Bond Series, also known as 
the Build America Bond. Through that process, the original 
$13.2 million bond was reduced to $11.5 million, creating 
an estimated savings of more than $2.9 million over the 
life of the bond both in principal and interest payments. 
The final payment is scheduled for 2037. In addition, the 
district’s Quality School Construction Bond from 2010 will 
be paid in full in December 2026, and the HB 264 Energy 
Conservation Bond was fully paid off in November 2024.

These projects helped support the construction of Bellevue 
Elementary and Bellevue Middle School, which opened 
to students in August 2012 after voters approved the 
bond issue in March 2010. Since that time, the district has 
continued to focus on maintaining facilities while carefully 
managing taxpayer dollars. Bellevue City Schools has not 
sought new operational revenue from voters since the 
1990s and continues to operate with conservative spending 
practices that were strengthened during the pandemic.

Recently, Ohio lawmakers approved several property 
tax reform bills aimed at slowing rapid increases caused 
by rising property values. The new laws place limits on 
how much revenue some school districts can receive as 
property values grow. For districts like Bellevue that operate 
at the 20-mill floor, these changes could reduce future 
revenue growth that schools have traditionally relied upon 
to keep pace with inflation and rising costs.

Like many school districts across Ohio, Bellevue continues 
to face increasing expenses for utilities, fuel, instructional 
materials, student programs and staffing. At the same 
time, uncertainty remains around state and federal 
funding, enrollment trends and changes to school funding 
formulas. District leaders continue to monitor these factors 
closely while working to maintain high-quality educational 
opportunities for students and operate in a financially 
responsible manner.

Another issue being discussed at the state level is a 
proposal to eliminate property taxes entirely through 
a future constitutional amendment. Property taxes 
currently provide funding for schools as well as police, 
fire departments, cities and counties across Ohio. District 
leaders are continuing to follow these conversations and 
evaluate how future legislative changes could affect public 
education funding and local communities.

Tammy Flicker 
Treasurer

Donuts and Dedication
Bellevue Middle School rolled out the red carpet for 215 students at its 
annual Breakfast of Champions. Students earned their invitation by achieving 
Merit or Honor Roll during the first two grading periods, showcasing their 
hard work and commitment in the classroom. With donuts generously 
donated by the Bellevue Academic Boosters, the morning was a sweet 
celebration of student success and Redmen pride.

Welcome Back to 
Bellevue! 
A big welcome back to Anthony Panfalone and 
Ashli Reineck in their new roles as Bellevue 
High School Principal and Bellevue Elementary 
Principal, a move that brings exciting energy 
to both buildings beginning August 1, 2026. 
Congratulations on your new roles!

ELA Meets the Final Four 
March Madness fever hit Mrs. Nystrom’s English Language Arts classes as 
students reviewed literature through a bracket-style showdown. From sinking 
bonus baskets to backing up answers with strong text evidence, students 
brought energy, teamwork, and competition to reading review.

Governor’s Science of 
Reading Award
Bellevue Elementary School earned recognition 
as a Governor’s Science of Reading Champion 
School, a milestone that reflects the powerful 
work happening in classrooms each day. From 
dedicated teachers to supportive families, this 
achievement celebrates a shared commitment 
to helping every student grow into a confident, 
capable reader.
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The Watch D.O.G.S. Pack 
Shows Up Strong
This year, 158 Watch D.O.G.S. volunteers gave more than 
1,000 hours of their time to make Bellevue Elementary an even 
stronger place to learn 
and grow. From morning 
greetings and hallway 
high fives to helping in 
classrooms and supporting 
special events, these 
dedicated volunteers created 
countless moments that 
reminded students they are 
surrounded by a community 
that cares. 

The Art of 
Excellence
Creativity took center stage at the Bellevue 
High School Art Show as stunning student 
artwork transformed the evening into a 
colorful celebration of talent, imagination 
and hard work! A huge round of applause 
goes to our incredible art students and to 
Mrs. Ellen Cramer for creating an inspiring 
showcase that highlighted the amazing 
artistic spirit shining throughout BHS.

BCME Award
Bellevue struck the right note once 
again, earning recognition as one of the 
Best Communities for Music Education 
and continuing a proud tradition of 
excellence in the arts. This achievement 
celebrates the energy in our classrooms, 
the talent on our stages, and the 
community support that keeps music 
alive and thriving across the Redmen 
experience.

Bells, Bravos and 
Big Honors
The Bellevue High School 
Bell Choir rang in another 
unforgettable concert filled with 
energy, talent and unforgettable 
performances! Congratulations 
to Brock Meacham for earning 
The Founders Award and Caden 
Lindsey for receiving The Directors 
Award, two outstanding honors for 
two outstanding musicians.

Students Salute Veterans
Our second-grade students created special gifts for local 
veterans and shared them during a community event. Second-
grader Brantley Carr helped distribute the gifts alongside his 
father, a volunteer with The Fallen Outdoors, which recently 
organized a weekend retreat for more than 100 veterans 
featuring fishing, camping, food and fellowship.

Celebrating a Legacy of Excellence
Let’s take a moment to celebrate this year’s retiring Bellevue staff. Congratulations on this well-deserved achievement. May this next chapter 
bring you plenty of rest, relaxation, and fewer morning alarms! 

Steve Golden
Maintenance 

Troy Roth
Superintendent 

Dianne Meyer
Bus Driver & Cafeteria, 

Bellevue Elementary School

Renee Holmer
Secretary, Bellevue Elementary 

School 

Kim Swartz
Director of Curriculum & 

Instruction

Diane Holmer
Cook & Cashier, Bellevue 

Elementary School

Stacey Stiles
Science & Social Studies 

4th Grade Teacher, Bellevue 
Elementary School

Peggy Toms
Family Consumer Science, 

Bellevue Middle School

Todd Brown
Intervention Specialist, 
Bellevue Middle School

Jacquie Raifsnider
Speech Language Pathologist, 

Bellevue Elementary School
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Bellevue City 
Schools
125 North Street
Bellevue, OH 44811

Check out our website 
and follow us on social 
media to keep up 
with the great things 
happening in our 
schools.

bellevueschools.org

BCSRedmen

bcsredmen

BCSRedmen
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Championship Moments
Bellevue student-athletes represented Red Pride with determination, excellence and teamwork.

Girls Basketball
The Lady Red capped off a historic season as Division IV State Runner-Up, finishing 
29-1 and setting a new school record for wins in a season. Their remarkable 
tournament run united the community and showcased the hard work and dedication 
of our student-athletes and coaches.

Track & Field

Wrestling
Five Redmen wrestlers advanced to the OHSAA State Tournament:
•	Ben Jacobs, 5th place
•	Nolan Hartman
•	Thomas Reesman

•	Landen Lewis
•	Owen Sterritt

State Qualifiers
•	Evan Bova
•	Logan Hartman
•	Justin Bucher
•	Elijah Turinsky
•	Owen Hancock
•	Jerimiah 

Tuttamore
•	Hallie McCarthy
•	Amerie Wagner
•	Kaitlyn Turinsky
•	Natalie Littlejohn
•	Lilly Sosa
•	Payton Taylor
•	Ava Jakubcin
•	Bella Slater

Boys State 
Qualifiers
•	4x400 relay team: 

Evan Bova, Justin 
Bucher, Owen 
Hancock and 
Jerimiah Tuttamore

•	State alternates: 
Logan Hartman 
and Elijah Turinsky

•	Jerimiah Tuttamore 
also qualified in 
pole vault

State Placers

Girls State Qualifiers
•	4x200 relay team: 

Hallie McCarthy, Amerie 
Wagner, Natalie Littlejohn 
and Payton Taylor

•	State alternates: Ava 
Jakubcin and Bella Slater

•	Kaitlyn Turinsky, high 
jump

•	Lilly Sosa, pole vault
•	Amerie Wagner, 

400-meter dash
•	Hallie McCarthy, 

300-meter hurdles
•	Natalie Littlejohn, long 

jump

Kaitlyn 
Turinsky,
4th place, 
high jump

Lilly Sosa,
6th place, pole 
vault

Amerie 
Wagner, 
6th place, 
400-meter 
dash

Important 
Back-To-
School Dates
August 18-21 – 
Staff Work Days
August 21 – 6th/9th 
Grade Orientation
August 24 – First 
Day of School All 
Students
September 7 – 
Labor Day: No 
School


