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Founded in 1921, Christchurch School is a co-educational college preparatory 
school for boarding and day students in grades 9-12. One of five church schools 
owned by the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia, it is located on the Rappahannock 
River in the Chesapeake Watershed. Christchurch School serves and guides 
each student in achieving personal excellence in academics and character, 
preparing them for meaningful lives as engaged citizens and community leaders. 

School and Mission

Our Academic Program
Christchurch teachers create an independent curriculum, which offers the rigor and depth 
of college preparatory classes while allowing the freedom for cross-disciplinary inquiry and 
integrative thinking. Our full course catalog can be viewed at  
https://www.christchurchschool.org/academics/curriculum.
      Since Fall 2020, we have partnered with One Schoolhouse to offer online classes, 
expanding elective offerings and providing additional opportunities for students who have 
progressed beyond our curriculum in language and mathematics. 

Honors/Dual Enrollment Courses
Students are recommended for honors courses or can petition through a competitive pro-
cess. These are the highest level courses offered at the school in all core subject areas and 
research/project classes. Students in these classes are expected to work more independently 
and to have developed greater skills in analysis, communication, abstract reasoning and 
critical inquiry. 
      We do not offer AP classes, except as electives through the online catalog. Most upper 
level honors courses receive dual enrollment credits through Virginia Wesleyan University, 
as indicated on the transcript.

Grading
Final grades are reported on the transcript and used in the calculation of cumulative GPA. 
Honors courses receive an additional GPA weight of 1.0. Prior to the 2024–2025 academic 
year, elective courses were recorded on a Pass/Fail basis.
      The Christchurch School transcript reflects coursework completed through Christ-
church School and One Schoolhouse. Academic rigor is evaluated through a student’s 
course selection, performance, and engagement within the school’s college-preparatory 
curriculum. Christchurch School does not rank students.
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Accreditation
Christchurch School is accredited by the Virginia Association of Independent Schools. 



Program Highlights

Graduation Requirements
Students take a minimum of five credits a year and graduate with 
a total of 20+ credits. Electives are offered in Science, Humanities,          
Theology, Arts, Computer Science, and in online classes provided by 
One Schoolhouse. Courses taken through One Schoolhouse will be noted 
on a student’s transcript. 

Humanities (Eight Credits)

Two credits are earned each year with the completion of Continents 
& Colonies (9th grade), East & West (10th grade), The American Ex-
perience (11th grade), The Modern World (12th grade) and Language 
and Composition (including writing lab). All classes are also offered 
at the honors level. All non-native English-speaking students are placed 
in an English language class intially, unless they have already 
demonstrated significant English fluency.

Dual Enrollment: Honors Humanities 11 & 12

World Languages (Two Credits)

Students earn two credits in the same language. Students may take 
up to three years in Foundations of Spanish before they progress to 
Advanced Spanish classes. Honors Spanish Seminars are year-long 
classes taught in Spanish, offered to students who have mastered 
Advanced Spanish.

Dual Enrollment: Honors Spanish Seminars

Math (Three Credits)
Dual Enrollment: Honors Precalculus, Calculus I & II

Science (Four Credits)

Completion of Integrated Science 9, 10, & 11 earns the equivalent of 
one credit each for Biology, Chemistry & Physics. 
All Science classes have a lab component.

Dual Enrollment: Honors Integrated Science 11, Honors Biolo-
gy, Honors Physics and Honors Science Research

Creativity (One Credit)
Students choose from a variety of visual and performing arts elec-
tives, including computer science and design. 

Honors Project and Research Courses
Juniors and seniors may elect to pursue an independent project in an area 
that is of interest to them. Science students can petition to take an 
independent research course, conducting field research in multi-year 
projects. 
      The Honors Project Program is a signature program for our students to 
take their learning outside the classroom as part of our mission to create 
engaged global citizens. One recent project involved the planning and con-
struction of a trout hatchery in the Assi Ganga Valley region in northern 
India. 

Place-Based and Global Education
Christchurch students explore the concept of place to help them under-
stand who they are and how they engage as a global citizen - locally, na-
tionally, and internationally. Each grade takes a three-day Immersion Trip 
that provides hands-on experiences to reinforce connections and learning, 
while building reflection and problem-solving skills. 
      The school’s commitment to building curricular and co-curricular 
programs that foster a global understanding of learning and living is the 
cornerstone of our Global Education Program. The intention is not simply 
to provide thought-provoking international experiences, but to create a 
living, responsive and flexible educational environment in which students 
can learn from and interact with the international community. This is 
achieved through our unique and long-term relationships with communi-
ties in Senegal, Guatemala and India. Over 50% of Christchurch students 
take part in a global experience during their time at the school. 

Co-Curricular Program
As a community, we aspire to lead lives of physical, psychological and 
creative integrity, based on the awareness and development of individual 
strengths. Students develop many competencies through our 
Co-Curricular programming. These are not “extra” activities but instead 
are an essential part of the school’s curriculum. All students engage daily 
in a variety of programs including team athletics, theatre, Model United 
Nations and robotics. 
Unique to the school is our Aquaculture program, centered around the 
school’s oyster farm on the Rappahannock River, and oyster restoration 
projects at nearby Urbanna Creek. 

Core Values and Community Engagement
Our integrated programming is centered on the Christchurch core values 
of Character, Curiosity, and Community. Students take part in weekly 
sessions designed to engage the community in overlapping themes across 
the curriculum, preparing students to be successful in an interconnected 
and richly-diverse world. 

Academic Support
Christchurch School’s Learning Skills Program provides individualized 
academic support for students with diagnosed learning differences and 
executive functioning challenges. The program strengthen their aca-
demic strategies, self-advocacy, and study skills to support success in a 
college-preparatory environment and beyond. International students 
may also enroll in English language support courses designed to enhance 

Honor Code and Disclosure Policy
Each year, the Christchurch community renews its commitment to the 
Honor Code and core values of the school in a formal signing ceremony. 
Christchurch places a great deal of responsibilty on its students to act with 
kindness, integrity and inclusion. 
      Christchurch will disclose any change in enrollment status to colleges 
where a student has applied and will be forthcoming when asked about 
major disciplinary incidents. Students are expected to respond truthfully 
to any question asked of them regarding disciplinary action during their 
time in high school. 
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Memberships
National Association of Independent Schools, Virginia Association 
of Independent Schools, National Association of Episcopal Schools, 
National Association for College Admission Counseling, Potomac & 
Chesapeake Association for College Admission Counseling. 

Mathematics program emphasizes conceptual understanding, 
quantitative reasoning, problem solving, and mathematical commu-
nication. Students are placed according to demonstrated readiness 
and progress through a sequence that includes Algebra I, Geometry, 
Algebra II, Advanced Algebra II with trignometry, Honors Precalcu-
lus, Honors Statistics, Calculus I,us II. Advanced students may pursue 
additional coursework through One Schoolhouse. 


