
 

English II (Grade 10) 

Courtesy   ·   Pride   ·   Perseverance   ·   Cooperation 

 Chargers Promoting Positive Change  

 

The mission of AHS is to prepare all students to reach their potential by teaching them the 

knowledge, skills and behaviors necessary for academic, civic, and social success. Students 

will be college and career ready in the ever-changing technological world of the 21st
 century 

by meeting high expectations, engaging in authentic problem solving, and utilizing critical 

thinking. 

Academic Expectations 

 

 ·       Apply critical thinking skills to solve problems 

·       Access, evaluate, apply, and communicate information and ideas through writing,  
                   speaking, and effective use of technology 

·       Read effectively for a variety of purposes 

·       Work independently, reflectively, and/or collaboratively to accomplish goals 

 Civic Expectation 

·       Demonstrate service to the school and community 

 Social Expectation 

·       Demonstrate respect for self, others, and property within our school community 

      

 

Ansonia's Vision of a Graduate 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jCcPGAzkmmMzXyi-8EL823f4J1f9gsmkBna47uh7eVA/edit?tab=t.0


Content Area: English Course: English II 

Vision of Graduate: 

● Communication & 

Collaborator 

● Critical Thinking 

● Life Long Learner 

● Responsible Citizen 

 Standards for English Language Arts 

1. Reading: Text complexity and the growth of  
comprehension 

2. Writing: Text types, responding to reading, and 
research 

3. Speaking and Listening: Flexible communication 
and collaboration 

4. Language: Conventions, effective use, and 
vocabulary 

Unit Titles 

Unit 1: Short Fiction (25 days) 

Unit 2: Novel Study (30 days) 

Unit 3: Rhetoric (25 days) 

Unit 4: Drama (60 days) 

  

Course Overview: 

Grade 10 English II provides students with opportunities to strengthen reading, writing, 

speaking, listening, and critical thinking skills through the study of literature, informational 

texts, rhetoric, and drama. Throughout the course, students analyze themes, character 

development, argumentation, and author’s craft while making connections between 

literature and real-world experiences. 

Students will engage in collaborative discussions, evidence-based writing, research, 

presentations, and creative projects that promote critical thinking and communication 

skills aligned to the Ansonia Public Schools Vision of the Graduate. 

 

Fulfills English Requirement  

  

  

  



 

 

Unit 1: Short Fiction (25 Days) 

 



Priority Standards: Supporting Standards: 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.3 
Analyze how complex characters (e.g., 
those with multiple or conflicting 
motivations) develop over the course of a 
text, interact with other characters, and 
advance the plot or develop the theme. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.2 
Determine a theme or central idea of a text 
and analyze in detail its development over 
the course of the text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and refined by 
specific details; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
 
CC.9-10.R.L.1  
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence 
to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 
 
CC.9-10.R.L.5  
Analyze how an author’s choices 
concerning how to structure a text, order 
events within (e.g., parallel plots), and 
manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) 
create such effects as mystery, tension, or 
surprise. 
 
CC.9-10.W.4  
Produce clear and coherent writing in which 
the development, organization, and style 
are appropriate to task, purpose and 
audience. 
 
CC.9-10.L.3  
Apply knowledge of language to 
understand how language functions in 
different contexts, to make effective choices 
for meaning or style, and to comprehend 
more fully when reading or listening. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.2 
Determine a theme or central idea of a text 
and analyze in detail its development over 
the course of the text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and refined by 
specific details; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.3 
Analyze how complex characters (e.g., 
those with multiple or conflicting 
motivations) develop over the course of a 
text, interact with other characters, and 
advance the plot or develop the theme. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.E 
Provide a concluding statement or section 
that follows from and supports the 
argument presented. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.3 
Analyze how complex characters (e.g., 
those with multiple or conflicting 
motivations) develop over the course of a 
text, interact with other characters, and 
advance the plot or develop the theme. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.D 
Establish and maintain a formal style and 
objective tone while attending to the norms 
and conventions of the discipline in which 
they are writing. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.3 
Analyze how complex characters (e.g., 
those with multiple or conflicting 
motivations) develop over the course of a 
text, interact with other characters, and 
advance the plot or develop the theme. 

Big Ideas Essential Questions 



   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
● Literature as a way to show various 

perspectives of life, culture, and 
philosophy. 

● Literature as a means to 
communicate truths and ideas about 
life. 

● How does literature communicate 

truths about life? 

● How does literature help readers 

understand different perspectives? 

● Does literature make us more 

empathetic? 

AHS Expectations 

● Apply critical thinking skills to solve problems. 
● Access, evaluate, apply and communicate information and ideas through writing, 

speaking and effective use of technology. 
● Read effectively for a variety of purposes. 
● Work independently, reflectively, and/or collaboratively to accomplish goals. 

Skills (I will be able to…) 

 

● Analyze complex characters 

● Determine themes and central ideas 

● Support claims with textual evidence 

● Analyze author’s craft and literary devices 

● Write analytical responses 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 2: Novel Study (30 Days) 

 



Priority Standards: Supporting Standards: 

CC.9-10.W.7  
Conduct short as well as more sustained 
research projects to answer a question 
(including a self-generated question) or 
solve a problem; narrow or broaden the 
inquiry when appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the subject, 
demonstrating understanding of the subject 
under investigation. 
 
CC.9-10.R.L.2  
Determine a theme or central idea of a text 
and analyze in detail its development over 
the course of the text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and refined by 
specific details; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
 
CC.9-10.R.L.5  
Analyze how an author’s choices 
concerning how to structure a text, order 
events within (e.g. parallel plots), and 
manipulate time (e.g. pacing, flashbacks) 
create such effects as mystery, tension or 
surprise.  
 
CC.9-10.S.L.1.D  
Respond thoughtfully to diverse 
perspectives, summarize points of 
agreement and disagreement, and, when 
warranted, qualify or justify their own views 
and understanding and make new 
connections in light of the evidence and 
reasoning presented.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2.B 
Develop the topic with well-chosen, 
relevant, and sufficient facts, extended 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 
other information and examples 
appropriate to the audience's knowledge of 
the topic. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.4 
Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the cumulative impact 
of specific word choices on meaning and 
tone (e.g., how the language evokes a 
sense of time and place; how it sets a 
formal or informal tone). 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.3 
Analyze how complex characters (e.g., 
those with multiple or conflicting 
motivations) develop over the course of a 
text, interact with other characters, and 
advance the plot or develop the theme. 
 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.C 
Use words, phrases, and clauses to link 
the major sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the relationships 
between claim(s) and reasons, between 
reasons and evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims. 
 

Big Ideas Essential Questions 



   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
● Literature helps one understand 

universal themes about the world 
around them. 

● Literature helps one gain 
appreciation for different personality 
types. 

● How do novels help readers 

understand universal themes? 

● How does literature build 

appreciation for diverse 

perspectives? 

● How do characters reflect real-

world challenges? 

AHS Expectations 

● Apply critical thinking skills to solve problems. 
● Access, evaluate, apply and communicate information and ideas through writing, 

speaking and effective use of technology. 
● Read effectively for a variety of purposes. 
● Work independently, reflectively, and/or collaboratively to accomplish goals. 

 

Skills (I will be able to…) 

 

● Analyze themes across a full-length text 

● Conduct research connected to literature 

● Participate in collaborative discussions 

● Compare text and film interpretations 

● Write evidence-based essays 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 3: Rhetoric (25 Days) 
 



Priority Standards: Supporting Standards: 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence 
to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.4 
Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze the cumulative 
impact of specific word choices on meaning 
and tone (e.g., how the language of a court 
opinion differs from that of a newspaper). 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.8 
Delineate and evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text, assessing whether 
the reasoning is valid and the evidence is 
relevant and sufficient; identify false 
statements and fallacious reasoning. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2.B 
Develop the topic with well-chosen, 
relevant, and sufficient facts, extended 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 
other information and examples appropriate 
to the audience's knowledge of the topic. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.7 
Conduct short as well as more sustained 
research projects to answer a question 
(including a self-generated question) or 
solve a problem; narrow or broaden the 
inquiry when appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the subject, 
demonstrating understanding of the subject 
under investigation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2.D 
Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to manage the complexity of 
the topic. 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.4  
Analyze how word choice plays a 
significant role in interpreting a text.  
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.9 
Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.10 
Write routinely over extended time frames 
(time for research, reflection, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or 
a day or two) for a range of tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2.B 
Develop the topic with well-chosen, 
relevant, and sufficient facts, extended 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 
other information and examples 
appropriate to the audience's knowledge of 
the topic. 
 
 

Big Ideas Essential Questions 



   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
● Apply critical thinking skills to solve 

problems. 
● Access, evaluate, apply and 

communicate information and ideas 
through writing, speaking and 
effective use of technology. 

● Read effectively for a variety of 
purposes. 

● Work independently, reflectively, 
and/or collaboratively to accomplish 
goals. 

 

● What makes rhetoric effective? 

● How do writers and speakers 

establish credibility? 

● What responsibilities come with 

persuasive communication? 

AHS Expectations 

● Apply critical thinking skills to solve problems. 
● Access, evaluate, apply and communicate information and ideas through writing, 

speaking and effective use of technology. 
● Read effectively for a variety of purposes. 
● Work independently, reflectively, and/or collaboratively to accomplish goals. 

 

Skills (I will be able to…) 

 

● Identify rhetorical appeals 

● Evaluate arguments and evidence 

● Analyze tone and word choice 

● Conduct research 

● Write and deliver persuasive speeches 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 4: Drama (60 Days) 

 



Priority Standards: Supporting Standards: 

CC.9-10.R.L.4  
Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone 
(e.g., how the language evokes a sense of 
time and place; how it sets a formal or 
informal tone). 
 
CC.9-10.R.L.7  
Analyze the representation of a subject or a 
key scene in two different artistic mediums, 
including what is emphasized or absent in 
each treatment.  
 
CC.9-10.R.L.9  
Analyze how an author draws on and 
transforms source material in a specific 
work (e.g. how Shakespeare treats a theme 
or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a 
later author draws on a play by 
Shakespeare) 
 
CC.9-10.S.L.3 
Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, 
reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric, identifying any fallacious reasoning 
or exaggerated or distorted evidence. 
 
CC.9-10.S.L.4  
Present information, findings, and 
supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically such that listeners can follow the 
line of reasoning and the organization, 
development, substance, and style are 
appropriate to purpose, audience and task. 
 
CC.9-10.S.L.6  
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and 
tasks, demonstrating command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate. 
 
CC.9-10.W.3.B.  
Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, 
pacing, description, reflection, and multiple 
plot lines, to develop experiences, events, 
and/or characters. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.3 
Analyze how complex characters (e.g., 
those with multiple or conflicting 
motivations) develop over the course of a 
text, interact with other characters, and 
advance the plot or develop the theme. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.6 
Analyze a particular point of view or 
cultural experience reflected in a work of 
literature from outside the United States, 
drawing on a wide reading of world 
literature. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.1 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence 
to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.A 
Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the 
claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, 
and create an organization that 
establishes clear relationships among 
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.A 
Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the 
claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, 
and create an organization that 
establishes clear relationships among 
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence. 
 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.D 
Establish and maintain a formal style and 
objective tone while attending to the norms 
and conventions of the discipline in which 
they are writing. 
 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.C 
Use words, phrases, and clauses to link 
the major sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the relationships 



   

 

 
CC.9-10.W.3.D  
Use precise words and phrases, telling 
details, and sensory language to convey a 
vivid picture of the experiences, events, 
setting, and/or characters. 
 

between claim(s) and reasons, between 
reasons and evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2.D 
Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to manage the complexity of 
the topic. 
 
 
 

Big Ideas Essential Questions 

 
● Students will understand how a hero 

(of a work) can have a tragic flaw 
which leads to his/her downfall. 

● Students will learn the value of 
perspective on various situations. 

● Students will gain an appreciation of 
the nuances of language. 

● How does a hero’s tragic flaw lead 

to their downfall? 

● How does literature from different 

cultures broaden perspective? 

● How does drama deepen 

appreciation for language? 

AHS Expectations 

● Apply critical thinking skills to solve problems. 

● Access, evaluate, apply and communicate information and ideas through writing, 

speaking and effective use of technology. 

● Read effectively for a variety of purposes. 

● Work independently, reflectively, and/or collaboratively to accomplish goals. 

Skills (I will be able to…) 

 

● Analyze dramatic structure and tragedy 

● Evaluate character motivations and flaws 

● Compare interpretations across mediums 

● Present ideas clearly and effectively 

● Write analytical and creative responses 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


