
 

English I (Grade 9) 

Courtesy   ·   Pride   ·   Perseverance   ·   Cooperation 

 Chargers Promoting Positive Change  

 

The mission of AHS is to prepare all students to reach their potential by teaching them the 

knowledge, skills and behaviors necessary for academic, civic, and social success. Students 

will be college and career ready in the ever-changing technological world of the 21st
 century 

by meeting high expectations, engaging in authentic problem solving, and utilizing critical 

thinking. 

Academic Expectations 

 

 ·       Apply critical thinking skills to solve problems 

·       Access, evaluate, apply, and communicate information and ideas through writing,  
                   speaking, and effective use of technology 

·       Read effectively for a variety of purposes 

·       Work independently, reflectively, and/or collaboratively to accomplish goals 

 Civic Expectation 

·       Demonstrate service to the school and community 

 Social Expectation 

·       Demonstrate respect for self, others, and property within our school community 

      

 

Ansonia's Vision of a Graduate 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jCcPGAzkmmMzXyi-8EL823f4J1f9gsmkBna47uh7eVA/edit?tab=t.0


Content Area: English Course: TBD 

Vision of Graduate: 

● Communication & 

Collaborator 

● Critical Thinking 

● Life Long Learner 

● Responsible Citizen 

 Standards for English Language Arts 

1. Reading: Text complexity and the growth of  
comprehension 

2. Writing: Text types, responding to reading, and 
research 

3. Speaking and Listening: Flexible communication 
and collaboration 

4. Language: Conventions, effective use, and 
vocabulary 

Unit Titles 

Unit 1: Identity (8 weeks) 

Unit 2: Choices & Consequences (8 weeks) 

Unit 3: Taking A Stand (8 weeks) 

Unit 4: Hope, Despair and Memory (8 weeks) 

Unit 5: Journeys of Transformation (8 weeks) 

  

Course Overview: 

This full year required course provides an in-depth study of grammar, mechanics and 
composition, and vocabulary development. Combined with a literary exploration of the 
short story, nonfiction, poetry, drama, and the novel, students will integrate their 
understanding of these literary forms with the ability to compose responses on various 
analytical and interpretive levels of study. Prerequisite: Successful completion of English 
I; Fulfills English I Credit  

  

  

  

 

 



Unit 1: Identity (8 weeks) 

 



Priority Standards: Supporting Standards: 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.1 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence 
to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.2 
Determine a central idea of a text and 
analyze its development over the course of 
the text, including how it emerges and is 
shaped and refined by specific details; 
provide an objective summary of the text. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.4 
Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone 
(e.g., how the language evokes a sense of 
time and place; how it sets a formal or 
informal tone). 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.6 
Determine an author's point of view or 
purpose in a text and analyze how an 
author uses rhetoric to advance that point 
of view or purpose. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence 
to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.2 
Determine a central idea of a text and 
analyze its development over the course 
of the text, including how it emerges and is 
shaped and refined by specific details; 
provide an objective summary of the text. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.4 
Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze the 
cumulative impact of specific word choices 
on meaning and tone (e.g., how the 
language of a court opinion differs from 
that of a newspaper). 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.10 
By the end of grade 9, read and 
comprehend literary nonfiction in the 
grades 9-10 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at 
the high end of the range.  

Big Ideas Essential Questions 

● Individuals define themselves in a 
myriad of ways, including both 
internal and external characteristics. 

● How can reading different texts 

about the same topic build our 

understanding of a complex idea?  

● What can I learn about myself from 

listening to my peers, analyzing 

characters in literature, and making 

connections to real life individuals? 

AHS Expectations 

● Access, evaluate, apply and communicate information and ideas through writing, 
speaking and effective use of technology. 

● Read effectively for a variety of purposes. 
● Work independently, reflectively, and/or collaboratively to accomplish goals. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/10/


   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skills (I will be able to…) 

 

● Cite Evidence to support analysis of what the text says  

● Make inferences 

● Determine, analyze, and summarize themes and central ideas 

● Determine and analyze meaningful words and phrases 

● Analyze author’s craft and literary devices 

● Write analytical responses 

● Read for a variety of purposes 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 2: Choices & Consequences (8 weeks) 

 



Priority Standards: Supporting Standards: 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.3 
Analyze how complex characters (e.g., 
those with multiple or conflicting 
motivations) develop over the course of a 
text, interact with other characters, and 
advance the plot or develop the theme. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.5 
Analyze how an author's choices 
concerning how to structure a text, order 
events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and 
manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) 
create such effects as mystery, tension, or 
surprise. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.6 
Analyze a particular point of view or cultural 
experience reflected in a work of literature 
from outside the United States, drawing on 
a wide reading of world literature. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.9 
Analyze how an author draws on and 
transforms source material in a specific 
work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a 
theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or 
how a later author draws on a play by 
Shakespeare). 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1 
Write arguments to support claims in an 
analysis of substantive topics or texts, 
using valid reasoning and relevant and 
sufficient evidence. 

 

 

 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.2 
Determine a theme or central idea of a text 
and analyze in detail its development over 
the course of the text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and refined by 
specific details; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.1 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence 
to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.7 
Analyze the representation of a subject or 
a key scene in two different artistic 
mediums, including what is emphasized or 
absent in each treatment (e.g., Auden's 
"Musée des Beaux Arts" and Breughel's 
Landscape with the Fall of Icarus). 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.10 
By the end of grade 9, read and 
comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, in the grades 9-10 
text complexity band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the high end of 
the range. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.10 
Write routinely over extended time frames 
(time for research, reflection, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or 
a day or two) for a range of tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 

Big Ideas Essential Questions 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/10/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/10/


   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

● The choices that individuals make 

impact themselves, those around 

them, and events in their lives, just 

like the choices that characters 

make impact them, those around 

them, and the sequence of events in 

a story. 

● What influences your choices? 
● In what ways do the choices you 

make affect your life and the lives 
of those around you? 

AHS Expectations 

● Access, evaluate, apply and communicate information and ideas through writing, 
speaking and effective use of technology. 

● Read effectively for a variety of purposes. 
● Work independently, reflectively, and/or collaboratively to accomplish goals. 

Skills (I will be able to…) 

 

● Cite Evidence to support analysis of what the text says  

● Make inferences 

● Determine, analyze, and summarize themes and central ideas 

● Determine and analyze meaningful words and phrases 

● Analyze author’s craft and literary devices 

● Analyze author’s point of view and purpose 

● Write argumentative essay with supporting textual evidence 

● Read for a variety of purposes 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 3: Taking a Stand (8 weeks) 
 



Priority Standards: Supporting Standards: 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence 
to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.6 
Determine an author's point of view or 
purpose in a text and analyze how an 
author uses rhetoric to advance that point 
of view or purpose. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.9 
Analyze seminal U.S. documents of 
historical and literary significance  (e.g., 
Washington's Farewell Address, the 
Gettysburg Address, Roosevelt's Four 
Freedoms speech, King's "Letter from 
Birmingham Jail"), including how they 
address related themes and concepts. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.4 
Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the cumulative impact 
of specific word choices on meaning and 
tone (e.g., how the language evokes a 
sense of time and place; how it sets a 
formal or informal tone). 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.9 
Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.2 
Determine a theme or central idea of a text 
and analyze in detail its development over 
the course of the text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and refined by 
specific details; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.5 
Analyze in detail how an author's ideas or 
claims are developed and refined by 
particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger 
portions of a text (e.g., a section or 
chapter) 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.3 
Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis 
or series of ideas or events, including the 
order in which the points are made, how 
they are introduced and developed, and 
the connections that are drawn between 
them.  
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.4 
Determine or clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades 9-10 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies 

 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.9.B 
Apply grades 9-10 Reading standards to 
literary nonfiction (e.g., "Delineate and 
evaluate the argument and specific claims 
in a text, assessing whether the reasoning 
is valid and the evidence is relevant and 
sufficient; identify false statements and 
fallacious reasoning"). 

Big Ideas Essential Questions 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/9-10/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/9/b/


   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

● Individuals have a responsibility to 
stand up for what is right.  

● People can show integrity by 
standing up for others. 

● When is it right to take a stand? 

● Is it worth taking a stand for one’s 
self? For others? 

● How does taking a stand in small 

ways show integrity? 

AHS Expectations 

● Access, evaluate, apply and communicate information and ideas through writing, 
speaking and effective use of technology. 

● Read effectively for a variety of purposes. 
● Work independently, reflectively, and/or collaboratively to accomplish goals. 

Skills (I will be able to…) 

 

● Embedding direct quotes into written response 
● Make text-based inferences 

● Analyze text 

● Annotate 

● Create a multi-media presentation 

● Write a persuasive speech 

● Incorporate textual evidence into their speeches in order to strengthen their 
argument. 

● Analyze poetry 

● Read for a variety of purposes 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 4: Hope, Despair and Memory (8 weeks) 

 



Priority Standards: Supporting Standards: 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.2 
Determine a central idea of a text and 
analyze its development over the course of 
the text, including how it emerges and is 
shaped and refined by specific details; 
provide an objective summary of the text.  
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.6 
Determine an author's point of view or 
purpose in a text and analyze how an 
author uses rhetoric to advance that point 
of view or purpose. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.6 
Analyze a particular point of view or cultural 
experience reflected in a work of literature 
from outside the United States, drawing on 
a wide reading of world literature. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.7 
Conduct short as well as more sustained 
research projects to answer a question 
(including a self-generated question) or 
solve a problem; narrow or broaden the 
inquiry when appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the subject, 
demonstrating understanding of the subject 
under investigation. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.2 
Determine a theme or central idea of a text 
and analyze in detail its development over 
the course of the text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and refined by 
specific details; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.3 
Analyze how the author unfolds an 
analysis or series of ideas or events, 
including the order in which the points are 
made, how they are introduced and 
developed, and the connections that are 
drawn between them. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.7 
Analyze various accounts of a subject told 
in different mediums (e.g., a person's life 
story in both print and multimedia), 
determining which details are emphasized 
in each account.  
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.8 
Gather relevant information from multiple 
authoritative print and digital sources, 
using advanced searches effectively; 
assess the usefulness of each source in 
answering the research question; integrate 
information into the text selectively to 
maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard format 
for citation. 
 

Big Ideas Essential Questions 

● People must remember the despair 
felt during times of tragedy in order 
to move forward with hope for the 
future.  

● The Holocaust is one of the darkest 
chapters in human history. Fully 
understanding what happened 
during that time-through testimonies 
of those who lived through it - is a 
powerful way to prevent such 
tragedies from occurring again. 

● Why is it so important for people to 
have hope during times of tragedy? 

● Why is it important to tell and listen 
to stories about the Holocaust? 

● Why is remembering history 
important? 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/8/


   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AHS Expectations 

● Access, evaluate, apply and communicate information and ideas through writing, 

speaking and effective use of technology. 

● Read effectively for a variety of purposes. 

● Work independently, reflectively, and/or collaboratively to accomplish goals. 

Skills (I will be able to…) 

 

● Annotate text for a purpose 

● Read for a variety of purposes 

● Embedding direct quotes into written response 
● Making text-based inferences 
● Make a claim, provide textual evidence, and explain reasoning 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 5: Journeys of Transformation (8 weeks) 

 



Priority Standards: Supporting Standards: 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.2 
Determine a theme or central idea of a text 
and analyze in detail its development over 
the course of the text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and refined by 
specific details; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.3 
Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis 
or series of ideas or events, including the 
order in which the points are made, how 
they are introduced and developed, and the 
connections that are drawn between them. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.9 
Analyze how an author draws on and 
transforms source material in a specific 
work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a 
theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or 
how a later author draws on a play by 
Shakespeare). 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.3 
Analyze how complex characters (e.g., 
those with multiple or conflicting 
motivations) develop over the course of a 
text, interact with other characters, and 
advance the plot or develop the theme. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.1 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence 
to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.6 
Analyze a particular point of view or 
cultural experience reflected in a work of 
literature from outside the United States, 
drawing on a wide reading of world 
literature. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.5 
Analyze how an author's choices 
concerning how to structure a text, order 
events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and 
manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) 
create such effects as mystery, tension, or 
surprise. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.4 
Produce clear and coherent writing in 
which the development, organization, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 

Big Ideas Essential Questions 

● The transformation that occurs 
within a person during a journey is 
more important than the destination 
at the end of that journey. 

● When confronted with challenges on 
a journey, people learn about their 
own strengths and weaknesses. 

● What different types of journeys are 

there and how can they transform 

someone? 

● How do personal strengths and 

weaknesses shape a journey? 

● When does the journey matter 

more than the destination?  

AHS Expectations 

● Access, evaluate, apply and communicate information and ideas through writing, 
speaking and effective use of technology. 

● Read effectively for a variety of purposes. 
● Work independently, reflectively, and/or collaboratively to accomplish goals. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/4/


   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skills (I will be able to…) 

 

● Make text-based inferences 
● Identify context clues for new vocabulary 
● Use context to identify and describe mood and tone 
● Embed direct quotes into written response 
● Read for a variety of purposes 
● Annotate texts 
● Write a narrative 
● Determine, analyze, and summarize themes and central ideas 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


