
School-wide Interdisciplinary Summer Reading Initiative 

Class of 2027 

The Simpsons and Their Mathematical Secrets 

Schoolwide guidelines: 

● Book Assignment

○ Class of 2027 - The Simpsons and Their Mathematical Secrets by 
Simon Singh

■ English & Mathematics

■ Creative Project

● If you choose to produce a digital creative project,  submit 
your project Here. Digital projects are due by 8 am on 8/31.

● If you did not create a digital project, please check “physical 
piece of art” Here, and it will be collected in homeroom on 
8/31. Please ensure your name is on your project

● If you have any submission questions, please contact Mr. 
Doug Burhanna at mr.burhanna@hermits.com

■ Extemporaneous Writing - prompt will be provided on August 31, 

2026 and completed during community time that day

● Schoolwide Standards

○ Students are encouraged to annotate the hardcopy of the book while 
reading and are permitted to use ONLY the hardcopy during the writing 
assessment on August 31, 2026

○ For each book, a reading guide is provided.  Students should complete this 
reading guide as they progress through the book.  The reading guide is 
ungraded and designed to assist the students as they prepare for the 
extemporaneous writing prompt - think of the reading guide as a study 
guide. Students will not be permitted to use or reference their completed 
reading guide when answering the writing prompt.

○ Grading

■ What will the weighting be?

● Quiz or quiz equivalent

■ Where will the grade land in the grade books?

● The grade will land in both discipline’s grade books.

https://forms.gle/b2dgUVJR1JdPd9Nq8
https://forms.gle/b2dgUVJR1JdPd9Nq8
mailto:mr.grealis@hermits.com


● If you are enrolled in two math classes, the grade will land in

the higher rigor level class.

■ How will the grade be calculated?

● A single, blended grade based on the rubric scores for the

creative project and the response to the extemporaneous

writing prompt

● The final grade is a 50/50 blend of the rubric score on the

creative project and the rubric score on the writing prompt.

● Students who complete only one part (either project or

writing prompt) of the assignment on time (firm deadlines)

will earn a 50. Students who do not complete either part of

the summer work on time (firm deadlines) will receive a

zero.

Reading Guide for  The Simpsons and Their Mathematical Secrets 

You are being tasked with finding connections between the Mathematical and the 

English/Literary (storytelling)  components of the book, The Simpsons and Their 

Mathematical Secrets. 

No other notes are permitted for the written assessment-- only a paper copy of the book 

will be permitted in the written portion of the assignment. Your copy of the novel can be 

thoroughly annotated, so use the points/ideas/questions below to guide you. If 

completely thoughtfully, this study guide will prepare* you to successfully complete the 

graded assessments.  

*The study guide itself cannot be used during the writing assessment.

Put all of your notes in your copy of the book. 

Things to keep in mind while reading: 

● What connections do you find, both literal and literary, between Math and

English?

● How does math directly affect the plot or structure in the episodes?

● How does math define the character(s)?



● Is tone communicated differently in specifically mathematical moments, vs. more

humanistic moments? (Keep in mind that even though The Simpsons is comedy,

there ARE both human and mathematical moments)

● In what ways is math used as a tool to define or enhance building our

understanding of story elements?

Hint: Be prepared to detail the way/s in which the creators of The Simpsons are able to 

connect math and story elements to construct a whole. 

Creative Project 

You are tasked with creating a dynamic project that highlights the mathematical 

component of the text. This can be delivered in mostly any medium. The list is extensive. 

In your school career, you have done many projects. At least one type should have 

revealed your unique approach to learning and presentation of ideas.  

Podcast/ video (min 3 minutes/ max 7 minutes) 

Physical model/ depiction.  

Charts 

Mobile 

Surprise us! 

For more specific details of how the project should communicate the mathematical 

component(s) of the book, see the grading rubric.  

Remember:  Consider the ways in which the project explores the English/ Literary 

component(s) of the text.  



 

Rubrics 

Creative Component Rubric 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Essay Component Rubric 

 Grow - Fell short of expectations 

(0 Points)  

Got it! - Met Expectations (1 

point) 

 

Glow - Exceeded Expectations (2 

points) 

1. Clearly Demonstrates a 

Mathematical Principle 

connected to the text.  

   

 

 

 

2. Citation of chapter and 

page number from which 

the concept was developed. 

   

 

 

 

3. Accurate/ Correct    

 

 

 

4. Visually or Sensorially 

Dynamic 

   

 

 

 

5. Polished (doesn’t use 

pencil)/ Shows advanced 

effort/ Effort is clearly 

evident 

   

 

 

 



Grow - Fell short of expectations 

(0 Points)  

Got it! - Met Expectations (1 

point) 

Glow - Exceeded Expectations (2 

points) 

1. Well organized argument

that supports your thesis

2. Two Textual Examples

that efficiently support your

connection between math

and literature

3. Correct syntax, spelling,

and grammar.

4. At least 3 paragraphs.

5. Clearly legible.




