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5409 Academic Credits 

To the extent the District issues credit, the District will grant credit to a student who 
successfully completes a course. Successful completion means that the student has 
demonstrated mastery of the state- or District-approved subject area content standards 
for the course by obtaining a D- or higher grade in the course based, in part, on at least 
1 state- or District-approved assessment. 

Alternatively, the District will grant equivalent credit for a required Michigan Merit 
Curriculum course if the student earns a qualifying score, as determined by MDE or by 
the District, on a state- or District-approved assessment (i.e., “testing out”). 

The District will grant equivalent credit for a course if the student demonstrates a 
reasonable level of mastery by achieving a C+ or better on the final examination for the 
course or, if there is no final examination, by demonstrating subject area content 
knowledge by obtaining a C+ or better on an alternative assessment, such as a portfolio, 
performance, paper, project, presentation, or other established means. A student who 
earns credit in a course by “testing out” will not earn a grade in the course, and the credit 
will not be considered for determining grade point average or any honors earned based 
on grade point average. 

Once a student earns credit in a course, either by successfully completing the course or 
by testing out, the student may not earn additional credit for the course or for a lower level 
course in the same subject. 

Legal authority: MCL 380.1278a, 380.1279b 
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