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Dear Families, Guardians, and Caregivers, 

Summer is an important time for students to rest, explore their interests, and continue growing as 
readers and thinkers.  Maintaining strong reading habits over the summer is essential to staying 
prepared for the increased demands of the upcoming school year. 

Research shows that students who read consistently over the summer are more likely to maintain, 
and even strengthen, their literacy skills. Just 15–20 minutes of daily reading can make a 
meaningful impact. 

Regular reading helps students: 

• Expand vocabulary and deepen understanding of complex ideas 

• Strengthen comprehension and critical thinking skills 

• Build stamina for longer, more challenging texts 

• Develop independence and confidence as readers 

The Bridgeport Public Schools Summer Reading Packet is designed to support your child’s 
continued development as an engaged, independent reader. 

The activities in this packet: 

• Reinforce key reading and thinking skills from the school year 

• Provide meaningful practice to prevent summer learning loss 

• Encourage students to analyze, reflect on, and respond to texts 

• Promote writing and discussion to reading 

• Support the development of consistent, self-directed reading habits 

How you can support your child at home: 

• Encourage your child to choose books that interest them and challenge their thinking 

• Visit your local library or access digital reading platforms 

• Participate in the Governor’s Summer Learning Challenge 

• Set aside dedicated time each day for independent reading 

Students do not need to complete everything at once. Consistent reading and thoughtful 
engagement throughout the summer will have the greatest impact. 

Thank you for your continued partnership in supporting your child’s growth as a confident, 
thoughtful, and independent reader. 

 

https://sites.google.com/view/ct-state-library-dld/connecticut-reads
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Cross off each box as you complete it! Try to fill in 
the entire Bingo Card!  

 
 

  



Summer Reading Packet Grade 7 to 8 

7 
 

 

Define the following words
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Below, write a well-developed response to the following question based on the passage from 

“The Third Elevator”.   

Based on the character’s actions, thoughts, and experiences in the passage, what can you infer about 

the main character? Use evidence from the text to explain your inference.  Remember, inference is 

what you know about the world + what you read. 

Sentence Stems 

• For example, the text says, “________,” which suggests that ________. 

• Based on this experience, the character learns that ________. 

• This evidence supports the inference that the character ________. 
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Read the “Letter to His Daughter” by W.B. Dubois and complete the question on the next page. 
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Think about the Essential Question: “Who are you meant to be?” Although Du Bois does not ask Yolande 

this question, the idea that he wants her to think about her future is implicit in what he says to her. 

Highlight evidence of this in the letter and explain your reasoning below. 

Sentence Stems: 

• One part of the letter that suggests this is when Du Bois says ________. 

• This detail shows that Du Bois wants his daughter to become ________. 

• Based on his words and advice, I can infer that Du Bois believes Yolande is meant to ________. 
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