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Summer Reading Packet Grade 5to 6

Dear Families, Guardians, and Caregivers,

Summer is a wonderful time for children to relax, explore, and enjoy time with family and friends. It is
also an important time to continue building strong reading habits and skills.

Research shows that students who read regularly over the summer are more likely to maintain and even
improve their literacy skills. Just 15—-20 minutes of reading each day can make a meaningful difference!

Daily reading helps students:

Expand vocabulary and language skills
Improve comprehension and critical thinking
Build stamina and focus for longer texts
Strengthen overall academic success

The Bridgeport Public Schools Summer Reading Packet is designed to support your child’s continued
growth as a reader.

The activities in this packet:

Reinforce important reading skills learned during the school year
Provide flexible practice to help prevent summer learning loss
Encourage independent reading and thinking about texts
Promote discussion, writing, and reflection

Support families in building strong literacy routines at home

How you can support your child at home:

Visit your local library and help your child choose books that interest them
Participate in the Governor’s Summer Learning Challenge

Set aside time each day for reading (independent or together)
Ask thoughtful questions such as:

What is the main idea of this story? How did the character change? What connections can you
make to this text?

Read in different places—at home, outside, while traveling, or in everyday settings like stores
and parks

You don’t need to complete everything at once. Small, consistent efforts throughout the summer will
have the greatest impact.

Thank you for continuing to support your child as a confident and capable reader.


https://sites.google.com/view/ct-state-library-dld/connecticut-reads
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The Governor’s Summer Learning Challenge

Reading List
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The Governor's
Summer Learning Challenge

To support you as you work toward
finishing the Governor's Summer Reading
Challenge, the following list of titles has
been compiled by the Connecticut State
Library.

Every reader has different interests and
reads at different levels, so choose a book
that's right for you!

If none of the books on the list appeal to
you, check the grade above or below. You
can also reach out to your public library!
They're professionals at guiding readers to
find the perfect book!

\\. # CT State Library
INSTITUTE of

Museum...Library

SERVICES

This project is funded by the State of
Connecticut and the Institute of Museum
and Library Services under the prowvisions of
the Library Services and Technology Act,
administered by the Connecticut State

Library.

Descriptions for the books are compiled
from Goodreads and Novelist.

Non Fiction

Fiction

Grade 5

A Strange Thing

Happened in Cherry Hall

Jasmine Warga
Viewed as a suspect in a theft

from the museum where his
mom works, lonely seventh-
grader Rami decides to solve
the case himself.

A World Without Summer
Nicholas Day

Discover how Mount Tambora's
catastrophic eruption plunged
the world into darkness, altering
the global climate and inspiring
the likes of Mary Shelley’'s
Frankenstein, in a nonfiction
story of disaster and survival.

Buffalo Dreamer

Violet Duncan

While spending the summer on
the reservation where her
mom's family lives, Summer
takes part in the town's rally
when she learns about Native
Americans at residential
schools.

Danilo Was Here

Tamika Burgess

Things are tough for Danilo
Osorio Jr. and his family in 1989
when the U.S. invades Panama,
forcing them into a refugee
camp. Then Danilo takes a
chance on playing youth
baseball in the U.S.
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The Governor’s Summer Learning Challenge

Reading List Grade 5

Dragonborn
Struan Murray
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Meg Medina

their death sleep.

Derrick Barnes

After 12-year-old Alex Evans
awakens with a fiery roar, she’s
sent to Skralla, one of the last
surviving dragon havens,
where she trains alongside
other young dragons.

The Everybody

v Lisa Moore Ramee
11-year-old Kylie has decided
to do everything her friends do §
and suddenly finds herself in an
uncomfortable world of parties
Fiction  ang unsupervised excursions.

Graciela in the Abyss

Historical

In the deepest recesses of the
ocean, Graciela--once an
ordinary girl--now makes sea
glass and assists her friend,
Amina, as she welcomes newly
awakened sea ghosts from

The Incredibly Human
Henson Blayze

Thirteen-year-old Henson
Blayze strives to be seen as
more than just a football player
when a horrific incident
compels him to speak out.

The Island of Forgotten

Gods

Victor Pifeiro
Twelve-year-old Nico and his
cousins' boring summer in
Puerto Rico takes a horrific turn
when they encounter a
chupacabra, a cult, and the
gods who created the island.

Safiyyah's War

Hiba Noor Khan

During WWII, Safiyyah feels
powerless to help her Jewish
friends and is drawn deep into
the heart of an underground
resistance with her father.

The Swifts: A Dictionary

of Scoundrels

Beth Lincoln

Shenanigan Swift worries that,
like everyone else named from
the Family Dictionary, her name
is her destiny.

Thirst

Varsha Bajaj

Living in the poorest part of
Mumbai, where water is a
precious commodity, Minni
starts work in a high-rise
building where she discovers
that water is plentiful and fights
to bring it to everyone.
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The Governor’s Summer Learning Challenge

Reading List Grade 5

The Vanishing of Lake

ioy!
Peigneur Authors to Enjoy!
Allan Wolf Beth Turley
A graphic novel about the true Jason Reynolds
1980 event where a Louisiana Kwame Alexander
lake drained after an oil rig Lauren Wolk
accident, causing a massive Nancy Tandon
collapse that swallowed the Pablo Cartaya
lake, boats, and miners. Sherri Winston
Very Bad at Math Varian Johnson
Hope Larson
Verity Nelson can do it all, Additional Readlng Lists
except math, until a teacher
helps her discover she has a All CT Reads
learning disability that causes Nutmeg Book Awards

her to mix up the numbers and
this knowledge gives her a new
perspective.

Yoli's Favorite Things
Patricia Santana
Twelve-year-old Yolanda
Sahagun is worried that her
favorite older brother is eligible
Histarical for the draft to Vietnam.

Fiction
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READING BINGO
Color in or cross off each box

as you complete it! Try to fill in the entire Bingo

Card!
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McGraw-Hill ququ

47. did 93. hold
48. different 94. hot
49, do 95. how
50. does 96. hurt
51. done 97::1

52. don't 98. if
53. down 99. in
54, draw 100. into
55. drink 101. s
56. each 102. it
57. eat 103. its
58. eight 104. jump
59. even 105. just
60. every 106. keep
61. fall 107. kind
62. far 108. know
63. fast 109. laugh
64. find 110. let
65. first 111. light
66. five 112. like
67. fly 113. little
68. for 114, live
69. found 115. long
70. four 116. look
71. from 117. made
72. full 118. make
73. funny 119. man
74. gave 120. many
75. get 121. may
76. give 122. me
77. go 123. more
78. goes 124. most
79. going 125. much
80. good 126. must
81. got 127. my
82. green 128. myself
83. grow 129. never
84. had 130. new
85. has 131. no
86. have 132. not
87. he 133. now
88. help 134. number
89. her 135. of
90. here 136. off
91. him 137. old
92. his 138. on
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Writing
Use 10-12 High Frequency words in a short story. (You can use a separate piece of paper.)

Prompt ideas:

The first day | did something new An adventure with dn animal A time when the weather
changed my day

Requirements: Underline voco\bulo\rj words and include a begir\ning. middle, end
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Comprehension: Cause and Effect

What Is the Effect?

Events in a story can often be organized by cause and effect. One event
often causes another to happen. Read each story and think about what
might happen next, or the effect one thing has on something else. Try
to come up with two effects for each story.

It had snowed heavily during the night, so Jessica was excited to
go outside and sled. She was in such a hurry that she didn't dress
very warmly. She also didn’t finish her breakfast. Her friends
convinced her to come with them to the park, even though it
was a long walk from her house. What might happen?

Effect:

Effect:

Peter and his younger sister Sasha went camping with their parents.
They decided to hike around the lake. They thought they might be
able to see some deer. Storm clouds had begun to gather before they
left. Peter and Sasha talked and picked wild flowers as they hiked.
What might happen?

Effect:

Effect:

Russell lived in an apartment in a big city. He had never been out of the
city. He liked to study astronomy and to read about animals. His friend
Jeanine invited him to drive into the country one weekend with her
family. They were going to spend the night on a farm. They were also
going to bring a telescope along. What might happen?

Effect:

Copyright & McGraw-Hil Edecation. Permimion m grasted o reproducs for classroom uss.

Effect:
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Comprehension: Author’s Point of View

A Difference of Opinion

Let’s read about what two authors think about space exploration. Then
we’ll discuss each author’s topic and point of view. We’ll jot down our
thoughts and ideas in each of the boxes.

1. | think we should continue to spend money for the space program.
It is important for the U.5. to be one of the leading countries in the
development of space science and technology. Exploration has
always been a part of human activity. After all, the astronauts in
the 20th century made it possible to expand scientific knowledge.
These astronauts didn't know what they would find. It was a
hardship exploring space, but they did it anyway. This long-standing
tradition of exploration should continue. Plus, space research
brought us many new products that improve the quality of our life.

Topic:
Point of view:

2. Space research is great if you have the money to pay for it.
It's a luxury that we can't afford. It costs billions of dollars
to send astronauts into space, and what do we get
out of it? We could send robots and unmanned
space vehicles for a lot less money. There is so
much that needs to be done right here on Earth,
and that’'s where our money should go. If we spent
more money on researching cures for diseases,
better transportations systems, and more efficient
energy systems, think of all the advances that
might follow. Do we really care if some bacteria
lived on Mars thousands of years ago? | really think
that all that money would be better spent
improving our life here on Earth.

En uB LR sop rerpoade) o pererl w wonaaey s Eanpg | H-smaney ooy BRakio

Topic:
Point of view:
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Comprehension: Main Idea and Key Details

Finding the Main Idea

Articles and stories may include many facts, or details. However, these
details are not just random. As you read, you are learning to recognize
the main ideas and the facts or details that back them up.

There are two topics in this exercise. Each has a main idea and details,
but they are mixed up. Order the supporting details and then write the
main idea.

Topic: Mountain Rescuers

Each climber brings his or her own
climbing gear.

The climbers will work all through
the night, if necessary.

A group of experienced climbers
come together as a rescue team
when someone is stranded on a
mountain.

Most rescues happen during the
winter months, when there is a lot of
snow on the mountain.

When they climb the mountain, they
work in pairs, with one climber
connected to the other by ropes.

Topic: Students Solve Problem
They washed over fifty cars in one
day.

The members brainstormed ideas to
try to find a way to afford the trip.

One girl had the idea of holding a
car wash.

The weather was warm and sunny
now that it was May.

The Chess Club needed money to go
to a tournament in another city.
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Comprehension: Point of View

Different Takes

Here are two short speeches given during a community center
meeting. They are about the same topic, but they have entirely
different points of view. Let’s read what these speakers had to say.
Then we'll use the questions below to compare them.

First Speaker:

| think the idea of having more recreational space in our
community is a good one. But do we have to ruin our environment
to get it? Cutting down trees and paving over the land to build
swimming pools, basketball courts, and refreshment stands just
doesn't make sense. We can leave the land alone and still have
room for recreation. Let’s not destroy the natural beauty of our
area. If we work with nature, more people can enjoy the outdoors.
Creating nature trails for hiking makes perfect sense. Small picnic
areas can be set aside without damaging the environment. By
preserving our community's natural environment, people not only
have recreational space, but learn to appreciate nature as well.

Second Speaker:

| believe people need recreational areas where they can enjoy the
outdoors with family and friends. There is plenty of unused land right
here in our own community. Clearing some of it to build baseball
fields, a swimming pool, and maybe a couple basketball courts isnt
going to hurt the environment. Refreshment stands and souvenir
shops will help attract people to our town. They would also provide
jobs and help our local economy. | understand that preserving
nature is important. But we have enough land and space to do that
and still build a recreational area. It's important to have a place in
our community where there are activities for everyone to enjoy.
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Comprehension: Author’s Point of View

What's Your Opinion?

The following three paragraphs are about natural resources. Let’s read each
one and identify the topic. Then write down the author's point of view.

Forests are one of our most important natural resources because forests
provide wood. Just think of all the things we wouldn’t have if we didn‘t
have wood. At this moment, you may be sitting on a wooden chair with a
pencil that has a wooden casing in your hand. You might be living in a
house made partially from wood. Hundreds of products that we take for
granted are made from wood. Fortunately, wood is a natural resource
that will continue to grow. We’'ll always have a supply of wood if we take
proper care of our forests.

Author’s Point of View

One of these days, we may run low on energy sources. The world’s
population is growing, which increases the need for more and more energy.
In addition, modern lifestyles use even more energy. As a result, we may
need to find additional sources of energy. We should find more efficient
ways to get electricity from the Sun, wind, and water. We need to invest
efforts to create energy from these sources so that everyone can have it.
The other big advantage is that energy from these sources is renewable.

Author’s Point of View

There's a lot of conversation about developing alternative energy. But are
we really going to run out of the sources of energy we need to run our cars
and heat our homes? Every year you hear about newly discovered sources

of energy. Scientists and engineers are
always inventing better and cheaper
ways to produce energy. Yes, we should
be developing many sources of energy.
But let’s not get carried away here.
We're not going to run out of sources
of energy any time soon.

Author’s Point of View
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Comprehension: Theme

Tell Me the Theme Again?

S5asha and Tim are friends. They are planning a special party for
Sasha’s brother, who has been overseas for a year. 5asha is going to
decorate her house with lots of balloons and signs. Tim is going to ask
his friends who are in a band to play for the party. Sasha and Tim are
making a list of the songs they want
the band to play. They are also making
a list of the food they will serve. They
have sent out invitations and most of
the people are able to come.

Write a sign for the party that would
express the theme of the party.

Sally loves pets. In fact, she takes care of her neighbors’ cat, Jimbo,
when they go on vacation. She likes to keep the cat company and play
with him. She throws a small ball, and Jimbo never seems to get tired
of chasing it. One time, Sally thought something terrible must have
happened to Jimbo. When she came in the house that day, Jimbo
didn’t come running to greet her. She called his name, but he still
didn't appear. She looked all over the house.
Finally, she found him curled up asleep in a
closet. As Sally bent over to pet the cat, he just
started to purr. When she got up, he followed
her into the kitchen to get his food. Sally really
likes taking care of Jimbo.

Write a title for this story that expresses the
theme.
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