
 

 

Walnut Creek Elementary 
5600 Grand Oak Blvd 
Galena, OH 43021 
T: 740 657 4750  F: 740 657 4799 

 

 July 2026 
 
Dear Walnut Creek Families, 
 
It is my pleasure to welcome back our students, families, staff, and the entire Walnut Creek 
community for another wonderful school year! We are buzzing with excitement for the 2026–
2027 school year and all the opportunities it will bring for our school family. 
 
Throughout the summer, our teachers and staff have been busy as bees preparing classrooms, 
planning engaging learning experiences, and getting ready to fulfill our district’s mission of 
facilitating maximum learning for every student. While there are still a few weeks of summer fun 
ahead, please know that we will be ready to welcome everyone back with enthusiasm, smiles, 
and plenty of school spirit in August. 
 
Communication with our families is important to us, and we want to make it easy for you to stay 
connected throughout the year. Please take a moment to familiarize yourself with the 
resources below and bookmark or download them for quick access. We have also included 
several important dates to add to your family calendar. 
 
Staying Connected 

• PowerSchool: Forms, fees, lunch payments, grades, and report cards 
• ParentSquare: District and school-to-home communication, important alerts and 

notifications, and messaging teachers and staff 
• My Ride K-12: Real-time bus location updates, estimated arrival times, bus 

numbers, and stop details (New for 2026) 
• Seesaw (Grades K–4): View and engage with your child’s learning 
• Schoology (Grade 5): Classroom updates, assignments, and teacher-to-student 

communication 
• Walnut Creek Website: School and district news, calendars, and contact 

information 
 

Important Dates 
• August 13 – PowerSchool opens for class assignments 
• August 13 – Parent Technology Support Night at Orange High, 6:00–7:30 p.m. 
• August 18 – Open House, 4:00–6:00 p.m. 
• August 18 – Kindergarten Open House 

o Monday/Thursday: 1:00–2:00 p.m. 
o Tuesday/Friday: 2:15–3:15 p.m. 

• August 20 – First Day of School 
• August 26 – Curriculum Night (Grades K–2) 
• September 3 – Curriculum Night (Grades 3–5) 
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WCES Parent Conference Dates 

• October 6 and October 8, 4:30–7:45 p.m. 
• February 9 and February 11, 4:30–7:45 p.m. 

 
As we prepare for another great school year, it is important to remember that one of our goals is 
to help students build confidence, independence, and responsibility as they settle into new 
routines. Just like a hive works best when every bee learns its role, our students thrive when 
they learn to take care of themselves and take pride in their growing independence. Thank you 
for partnering with us to nurture these important life skills. 
 
Back-to-School Tips 

• Read together for at least 20 minutes each day 
• Establish bedtime routines before school begins 
• Start each day with a healthy breakfast 

 
Once again, we are excited to begin another fantastic year at Walnut Creek Elementary. If you 
have questions or concerns at any time, please contact your child’s teacher first, followed by 
our front office team. We look forward to welcoming everyone back on Thursday, August 20, 
and beginning a year filled with learning, growth, and memorable experiences. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at michelle_seitz@olsd.us or 740-
657-4750. 
 
Enjoy the rest of your summer, make some sweet family memories, and get ready for another 
bee-autiful year at Walnut Creek! 
 
Go Bees! 
Warmly, 
 
Michelle Seitz 
Principal, Walnut Creek Elementary School 
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