
 

 

 

 

 

 

Possible Text/ Short Text Selections 

English/Language Arts 

PLEASE NOTE THAT I MAY HAVE INADVERTENTLY LISTED A TEXT MORE THAN ONCE. 

“Harrison Bergeron” by Kurt Vonnegut Jr.  

“The Possibility Evil,” “The Missing,” and “Louisa, Please Come Home” by Shirley Jackson   

“A Marriage Proposal” by Anton Chekhov   

“Boule de Suif” by Guy Maupassant  

“Marriage is a Private Affair” by Chinua Achebe   

“The Acts of King Arthur & His Noble Nights” by John Steinbeck  

“How Much Land Does a Man Need?” Leo Tolstoy 

Selected stories from Dubliners James Joyce 

“The Exiles” Ray Bradbury 
“Searching for Summer” Joan Aiken 
“Thank You Ma’am” by Langston Hughes 

“You’ve Got to be Taught” by Oscar Hammerstein 

“Ode to a Mockingbird” by Rita P. Hestand 

“The Cold Within” by James Patrick Kinney 

Excerpts from Go Set a Watchman by Harper Lee 

“Daddy Doll Under the Bed” by Erma Bombeck 

“World Take My Son by the Hand” (newspaper clipping from 1970) 

Patrick Henry- Liberty or Death 

Abraham Lincoln- The Gettysburg Address 

John K. Kennedy “Inaugural Address” 

Dr. Martin Luther King, “I Have a Dream” 

Barack Obama, “Election Night Victory Speech.” 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Possible Text/ Short Text Selections 

English/Language Arts 

“A Sound of Thunder” by Ray Bradbury 

“The Most Dangerous Game” by Richard Connell 

“Daughter of Invention” by Julia Alvarez 

“The Gift of the Magi” by O. Henry 

“The Rights to the Streets of Memphis” by Richard Wright 

“Seabiscuit: An American Legend” by Laura Hillenbrand 

“Horse of the Century” magazine article by Laura Hillenbrand 

“Horse of the Century” Races on the Radio 

“The Raven” by Edgar Allan Poe 

“Incident in a Rose Garden” by Donald Justice 

“Sorry, Right Number” by Stephen King 

“Pancakes” by Joan Bauer“A Christmas Memory” by Truman Capote 

“Through the Tunnel” by Doris Lessing 

“The Cask of Amontillado” by Edgar Allan Poe 

from A Walk in the Woods by Bill Bryson 

“Wilderness Letter” 

“The Sharks” by Denise Levertov 

“The Peace of Wild Things” by Wendell Berry 

“Marigolds” by Eugenia Collier 

“Sowing Change” 

“The Scarlet Ibis” by James Hurst 

“Math and After Math” by Lensey Namioka 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Possible Text/ Short Text Selections 

English/Language Arts 

“The Necklace” by Guy de Maupassant 

“Hamadi” by Naomi Shihab Nye 

from I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou 

“Blind to Failure” by Karl Taro Greenfeld 

“A Different Level of Competition” 

“A Voice” by Pat Mora 

“My Father’s Song” by Simon J. Ortiz 

“Rosa” by Rita Dove 

“The Future in My Arms” by Edwidge Danticat 

“Poem on Returning to Dwell in the Country” by T’ao Ch’ien 

“My Heart Leaps Up” by William Wordsworth 

“The Sun” by Mary Oliver 

“Two Kinds” by Amy Tan 

“Rice and Rose Bowl Blues” by Diane Mei Lin Mark 

“Island Morning” by Jamaica Kincaid 

“Georgia O’Keeffe” by Joan Didion 

“Who Killed the Iceman?” 

“Skeletal Sculptures” 

“The Lost Boys” by Sara Corbett 

“The Open Window” by Saki 

“The House on Mango Street” by Sandra Cisneros 

“I Have a Dream” by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Testimony Before the Senate 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Possible Text/ Short Text Selections 

English/Language Arts 

“The Privacy Debate: One Size Doesn’t Fit All” by Arthur M. Ahalt 

“How Private is Your Private Life?” by Andrea Rock 

“Primal Screen” by Ellen Goodman 

“The Pedestrian” by Ray Bradbury 

“My Papa’s Waltz” by Theodore Roethke 

“I Ask My Mother to Sing” by Li-Young Lee 

“Grape Sherbet” by Rita Dove 

“Spring is like a perhaps hand” by E.E. Cummings  

“Elegy for the Giant Tortoises” by Margaret Atwood 

“Today” by Billy Collins 

“400-Meter Free Style” by Maxine Kumin 

“Bodybuilders’ Contest” by Wislawa Szymborska 

“The Night Poetry Rocked the House” 

“For Poets” by Al Young 

“Ode to My Socks” by Pablo Neruda 

“egg horror poem” by Laurel Winter 

“O What Is That Sound” by W.H. Auden 

“The Seven Ages of Man” by William Shakespeare 

“The Road Not Taken” by Robert Frost 

“Where Have You Gone, Charming Billy?” by Tim O’Brien 

“The Princess and the Tin Box” by James Thurber 

“Going to Japan” by Barbara Kingsolver 

“A Few Words” by Mary Oliver 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Possible Text/ Short Text Selections 

English/Language Arts 

“A Narrow Fellow in the Grass” 

“‘Hope’ is the thing with feathers—” both by Emily Dickenson 

“Luxury”/ “Kidnap Poem” both by Nikki Giovanni 

“The Sneeze” by Neil Simon, from The Good Doctor based on a story by Anton Chekhov 

from Angela’s Ashes by Frank McCourt 

“Revisiting Sacred Ground” by N. Scott Momaday 

“Blues Ain’t No Mockingbird” by Toni Cade Bambara 

“American History” by Judith Ortiz Cofer 

“Four Days in November” magazine article 

“The Tropics in New York” by Claude McKay 

“Theme for English B” by Langston Hughes 

“Haiku” by Matsuo Bashō 

“Haiku” by Richard Wright 

“Honku” by Aaron Naparstek 

The Tragedy of Romeo & Juliet: Act I by William Shakespeare 

The Tragedy of Romeo & Juliet: Act II by William Shakespeare 

The Tragedy of Romeo & Juliet: Act III by William Shakespeare 

The Tragedy of Romeo & Juliet: Act IV by William Shakespeare 

The Tragedy of Romeo & Juliet: Act V by William Shakespeare 

“Great Movies: Romeo and Juliet” 

“Pyramus and Thisbe” by Ovid 

from The Odyssey, Part One: “The Wanderings of Odysseus” 

from The Odyssey, Part Two: “The Homecoming” 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Possible Text/ Short Text Selections 

English/Language Arts 

“Harrison Bergeren” by Kurt Vonnegut Jr. 

“Everyday Use” by Alice Walker 

“Searching for Summer” by Joan Aiken 

“To Build a Fire” by Jack London 

from Deep Survival 

from The Johnstown Flood by David McCullough 

“The Race to Save Apollo 13” by Michael Useem 

“Exile” by Julia Alvarez/ “Crossing the Border” by Joy Harjo 

“Shoofly Pie” by Naomi Shihab Nye 

“The Possibility of Evil” by Shirley Jackson 

“Like the Sun” by R.K. Narayan 

“The Teacher Who Changed My Life” by Nicholas Gage 

“A Celebration of Grandfathers” by Rudolfo A. Anaya 

“Simply Grand: Generational Ties Matter” 

“The Gift” by Li-Young Lee 

“Those Winter Sundays” by Robert Hayden 

“By the Waters of Babylon” by Stephen Vincent Benét 

“There Will Come Soft Rains” by Ray Bradbury 

“Inside the Home of the Future” 

“The Doll’s House” by Katherine Mansfield 

from Farewell to Manzanar by Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and James D. Houston 

“Montgomery Boycott” by Coretta Scott King 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Possible Text/ Short Text Selections 

English/Language Arts 

“The Seventh Man” by Haruki Murakami 

“The Man in the Water” by Roger Rosenblatt 

“Dyaspora” by Joanne Hyppolite 

“The Interlopers” by Saki 

“Two Friends” by Guy de Maupassant 

“When Mr. Pirzada Came to Dine” by Jhumpa Lahiri 

“Do not weep, maiden, for war is kind” by Stephen Crane/ “the sonnet-ballad” by 

from Tolerance by E.M. Forster 

“Letter to a Young Refugee from Another” by Andrew Lam 

“Song of P’eng-ya” by Tu Fu 

“The Plot Against People” by Russell Baker 

“Why Leaves Turn Color in the Fall” by Diane Ackerman 

“Blowup: What Went Wrong at Storm King Mountain” by Sebastian Junger 

“And of Clay Are We Created” by Isabel Allende 

“Girl, Trapped in Water for 55 Hours, Dies Despite Rescue Attempts” 

“Peruvian Child” by Pat Mora 

“Lady Freedom Among Us” by Rita Dove 

“Doing Nothing is Something” by Anna Quindlen 

“Abolishing the Penny Makes Good Sense” by Alan S. Blinder 

“On Nuclear Disarmament” by Carl Sagan 

“I Acknowledge Mine” by Jane Goodall 

“Mending Wall” by Robert Frost 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Possible Text/ Short Text Selections 

English/Language Arts 

“When I Heard the Learn’d Astronomer” and “The Artilleryman’s Vision” both by Walt Whitman 

“Birches” by Robert Frost 

“The Pond” by Amy Lowell and “The Red Wheelbarrow” by William Carlos Williams 

“Fourth of July Night” by Carl Sandburg 

“Only Daughter” and from Caramelo both by Sandra Cisneros 

“Author Brings Back Memories of Not So Long Ago” 

from Night by Elie Wiesel 

“Antigone” by Sophocles 

“The Crowning of Arthur” and “Sir Lancelot du Lake” both by Sir Thomas Malory 

from The Acts of King Arthur and His Noble Knights by John Steinbeck 

from Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes 

from Man of La Mancha by Dale Wasserman 

The Tragedy of Julius Caesar: Act I by William Shakespeare 

The Tragedy of Julius Caesar: Act II by William Shakespeare 

The Tragedy of Julius Caesar: Act III by William Shakespeare 

The Tragedy of Julius Caesar: Act IV by William Shakespeare 

The Tragedy of Julius Caesar: Act V by William Shakespeare 

“Julius Caesar at the Public Theater” 

“A Eulogy for Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.” 

“On the Rainy River” by Tim O’Brien 

“The New Colossus” by Emma Lazarus 

“Who Makes the Journey” by Cathy Song 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Possible Text/ Short Text Selections 

English/Language Arts 

“Use of Animals in Biomedical Research” by the American Medical Association 

“A Chip of Glass Ruby” by Nadine Gordimer 

“How Much Land Does a Man Need?” by Leo Tolstoy 

from The New Testament 

“There Will Come Soft Rains” by Sara Teasdale 

“Meeting at Night” by Robert Browning 

“The Sound of Night” by Maxine Kumin 

“I dwell in Possibility—” by Emily Dickinson 

“Variation on a Theme by Rilke (The Book of Hours, Book 1, Poem 1, Stanza 1)” by Denise Levertov 

“blessing the boats (at St. Mary’s)” by Lucille Clifton 

“The Fish” by Elizabeth Bishop/ “Christmas Sparrow” by Billy Collins 

“The Sloth” by Theodore Roethke 

“Piano” by D.H. Lawrence 

“Fifteen” by William Stafford 

“Tonight I Can Write…” by Pablo Neruda 

“Sonnet 18” by William Shakespeare 

“Sonnet XXX of Fatal Interview” by Edna St. Vincent Millay 

“Lord Randall” and “Ballad” by Gabriela Mistral 

“Midwinter Blues” by Langston Hughes 

“Blues Poems” 

“The Pit and the Pendulum” by Edgar Allan Poe 

“The Lake” by Edgar Allan Poe 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Quarters 1 - 2                                             8/12/2019    to    12/20/2019                                         Weeks  1-18 

English/Language Arts 
Focus Standard(s): 

RL.9-10.1 

RL.9-10.2 

 

 

RL.9-10.3 

 

 RL.9-10.4  

 

 

RL.9-10.5  

 

RL.9-10.6  

 

RL.9-10.7 

 

RL.9-10.9  

  

 

RL.9-10.10 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

Determine the theme(s) or central idea(s) of a text and analyze in detail the development over the course of the text, including how 

details of a text interact and build on one another to shape and refine the theme(s) or central idea(s); provide an accurate summary of 

the text based upon this analysis.  

Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with 

other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme. 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the 

cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning, mood, and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place or 

an emotion; how it sets a formal or informal tone). 

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time 

(e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise. 

Analyze how a point of view, perspective, or cultural experience is reflected in a work of literature from outside the United States, 

drawing on a wide reading of world literature. 

Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in 

each. 

Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from 

Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare). 

treatment (e.g., Auden’s “Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus) 

By the end of grades 9 and 10, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of the grades 9–

10 text complexity band independently and proficiently, building background knowledge and activating prior knowledge in order to 

make personal, historical, and cultural connections that deepen understanding of complex text. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Quarters 1 - 2                                             8/12/2019    to    12/20/2019                                         Weeks  1-18 

English/Language Arts 
Focus Standard(s): 

RI.9-10.1 

RI.9-10.2 

 

 

 RI.9-10.3 

 

 RI.9-10.4  

 

 

RI.9-10.5  

 

RI.9-10.6  

 

RI.9-10.7 

 

RI.9-10.8 

  

RI.9-10.9  

 

RI.9-10.10 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

Determine central idea(s) of a text and analyze in detail the development over the course of the text, including how details of a text 

interact and build on one another to shape and refine the central idea(s); provide an accurate summary of the text based upon this 

analysis.  

Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are made, how they are 

introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between them 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; 

analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court opinion differs from 

that of a newspaper).  

Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a 

text (e.g., a section or chapter).  

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or 

purpose. 

Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a person’s life story in both print and multimedia), determining 

which details are emphasized in each account. 

Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant 

and sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious reasoning. 

Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historical and literary significance (e.g., Washington’s Farewell Address, the Gettysburg Address, 

Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms speech, King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail”), including how they address related themes and concepts. 

By the end of grades 9 and 10, read and comprehend literacy nonfiction in the grades 9- 10 text complexity band proficiently, with 

scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Quarters 1 - 2                                             8/12/2019    to    12/20/2019                                         Weeks  1-18 

English/Language Arts 
Focus Standard(s): 

W.9-10.1 

 

W.9-10.1a 

 

W.9-10.1b 

 

W.9-10.1c 

 

W.9-10.1d 

 

W.9-10.1e 

W.9-10.2 

 

W.9-10.2a 

 

W.9-10.2b 

 

W.9-10.2c 

 

W.9-10.2d 

W.9-10.2e 

 

W.9-10.2f  

 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient 

evidence.  

Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear 

relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.  

Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a 

manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and concerns. 

Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) 

and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they 

are writing. 

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through 

the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and distinctions; include 

formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 

information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among 

complex ideas and concepts. 

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic.  

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they 

are writing.  

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating 

implications or the significance of the topic).  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Quarters 1 - 2                                             8/12/2019    to    12/20/2019                                         Weeks  1-18 

English/Language Arts 
Focus Standard(s): 

W.9-10.3 

 

W.9-10.3a 

 

W.9-10.3b 

 

W.9-10.3c 

W.9-10.3d 

 

W.9-10.3e 

W.9-10.4 

 

W.9-10.5 

 

 

W.9-10.6 

 

W.9-10.7 

 

 

W.9-10.8 

 

 

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured 

event sequences.  

Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and 

introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events.  

Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, 

and/or characters. 

Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole.  

Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, 

and/or characters.  

Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.  

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

(Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)  

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing 

what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language 

standards 1–3 up to and including grades 9–10.)  

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of 

technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.  

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a 

problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of 

the subject under investigation. 

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the 

usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of 

ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Quarters 1 - 2                                             8/12/2019    to    12/20/2019                                         Weeks  1-18 

English/Language Arts 
Focus Standard(s): 

W.9-10.9 

W.9-10.9a 

 

W.9-10.9b 

 

 

W.9-10.10 

 

SL.9-10.1 

 

SL.9-10.1a 

 

SL.9-10.1b 

 

SL.9-10.1c 

 

SL.9-10.1d 

 

SL.9-10.2 

 

SL.9-10.3 

 

SL.9-10.4 

 

SL.9-10.5 

 

SL.9-10.6 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  

Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific 

work [e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare]”).  

Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literary nonfiction and/or informational texts (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the argument and 

specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements 

and fallacious reasoning”). 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 

day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 

partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 

evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g., informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, 

presentation of alternate views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed. 

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; 

actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions. 

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or 

justify their own views and understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented. 

Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the 

credibility and accuracy of each source. 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or 

distorted evidence. 

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of 

reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.  

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance 

understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.  

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grades 

9–10 Language standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Quarters 1 - 2                                             8/12/2019    to    12/20/2019                                         Weeks  1-18 

English/Language Arts 
Focus Standard(s): 

L.9-10.1 

L.9-10.1a 

L.9-10.1b 

 

L.9-10.2 

L.9-10.2a 

L.9-10.2b 

L.9-10.2c 

L.9-10.3 

 

L.9-10.3a 

 

L.9-10.4 

 

L.9-10.4a 

 

L.9-10.4b 

 

L.9-10.4c 

 

4d 

 

L.9-10.5 

L.9-10.5a 

L.9-10.5b 

L.9-10.6 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  

Use parallel structure.*  

Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, 

dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or presentations.  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  

Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely related independent clauses.  

Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.  

Spell correctly.  

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or 

style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.  

Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual (e.g., MLA Handbook, Turabian’s Manual for Writers) 

appropriate for the discipline and writing type.  

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, 

choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 

meaning of a word or phrase.  

Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, 

analytical; advocate, advocacy). 

Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 

pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.  

Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 

dictionary).  

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.  

Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze their role in the text.  

Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 

listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a 

word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Quarters 3 - 4                                             1/6/2020    to    5/21/2020                                         Weeks  19-36 

English/Language Arts 
Focus Standard(s): 

RL.9-10.1 

RL.9-10.2 

 

 

RL.9-10.3 

 

 RL.9-10.4  

 

 

RL.9-10.5  

 

RL.9-10.6  

 

RL.9-10.7 

 

RL.9-10.9  

  

 

RL.9-10.10 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

Determine the theme(s) or central idea(s) of a text and analyze in detail the development over the course of the text, including how 

details of a text interact and build on one another to shape and refine the theme(s) or central idea(s); provide an accurate summary of 

the text based upon this analysis.  

Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with 

other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme. 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the 

cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning, mood, and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place or 

an emotion; how it sets a formal or informal tone). 

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time 

(e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise. 

Analyze how a point of view, perspective, or cultural experience is reflected in a work of literature from outside the United States, 

drawing on a wide reading of world literature. 

Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in 

each. 

Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from 

Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare). 

treatment (e.g., Auden’s “Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus) 

By the end of grades 9 and 10, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of the grades 9–

10 text complexity band independently and proficiently, building background knowledge and activating prior knowledge in order to 

make personal, historical, and cultural connections that deepen understanding of complex text. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Quarters 3 - 4                                             1/6/2020    to    5/21/2020                                         Weeks  19-36 

English/Language Arts 
Focus Standard(s): 

RI.9-10.1 

RI.9-10.2 

 

 

 RI.9-10.3 

 

 RI.9-10.4  

 

 

RI.9-10.5  

 

RI.9-10.6  

 

RI.9-10.7 

 

RI.9-10.8 

  

RI.9-10.9  

 

RI.9-10.10 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

Determine central idea(s) of a text and analyze in detail the development over the course of the text, including how details of a text 

interact and build on one another to shape and refine the central idea(s); provide an accurate summary of the text based upon this 

analysis.  

Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are made, how they are 

introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between them 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; 

analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court opinion differs from 

that of a newspaper).  

Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a 

text (e.g., a section or chapter).  

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or 

purpose. 

Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a person’s life story in both print and multimedia), determining 

which details are emphasized in each account. 

Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant 

and sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious reasoning. 

Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historical and literary significance (e.g., Washington’s Farewell Address, the Gettysburg Address, 

Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms speech, King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail”), including how they address related themes and concepts. 

By the end of grades 9 and 10, read and comprehend literacy nonfiction in the grades 9- 10 text complexity band proficiently, with 

scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Quarters 3 - 4                                             1/6/2020    to    5/21/2020                                         Weeks  19-36 

English/Language Arts 
Focus Standard(s): 

W.9-10.1 

 

W.9-10.1a 

 

W.9-10.1b 

 

W.9-10.1c 

 

W.9-10.1d 

 

W.9-10.1e 

W.9-10.2 

 

W.9-10.2a 

 

W.9-10.2b 

 

W.9-10.2c 

 

W.9-10.2d 

W.9-10.2e 

 

W.9-10.2f  

 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient 

evidence.  

Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear 

relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.  

Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a 

manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and concerns. 

Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) 

and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they 

are writing. 

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through 

the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and distinctions; include 

formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 

information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among 

complex ideas and concepts. 

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic.  

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they 

are writing.  

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating 

implications or the significance of the topic).  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Quarters 3 - 4                                             1/6/2020    to    5/21/2020                                         Weeks  19-36 

English/Language Arts 
Focus Standard(s): 

W.9-10.3 

 

W.9-10.3a 

 

W.9-10.3b 

 

W.9-10.3c 

W.9-10.3d 

 

W.9-10.3e 

W.9-10.4 

 

W.9-10.5 

 

 

W.9-10.6 

 

W.9-10.7 

 

 

W.9-10.8 

 

 

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured 

event sequences.  

Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and 

introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events.  

Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, 

and/or characters. 

Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole.  

Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, 

and/or characters.  

Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.  

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

(Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)  

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing 

what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language 

standards 1–3 up to and including grades 9–10.)  

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of 

technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.  

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a 

problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of 

the subject under investigation. 

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the 

usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of 

ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.  
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English/Language Arts 
Focus Standard(s): 

W.9-10.9 

W.9-10.9a 

 

W.9-10.9b 

 

 

W.9-10.10 

 

SL.9-10.1 

 

SL.9-10.1a 

 

SL.9-10.1b 

 

SL.9-10.1c 

 

SL.9-10.1d 

 

SL.9-10.2 

 

SL.9-10.3 

 

SL.9-10.4 

 

SL.9-10.5 

 

SL.9-10.6 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  

Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific 

work [e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare]”).  

Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literary nonfiction and/or informational texts (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the argument and 

specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements 

and fallacious reasoning”). 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 

day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 

partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 

evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g., informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, 

presentation of alternate views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed. 

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; 

actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions. 

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or 

justify their own views and understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented. 

Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the 

credibility and accuracy of each source. 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or 

distorted evidence. 

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of 

reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.  

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance 

understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.  

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grades 

9–10 Language standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.) 
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English/Language Arts 
Focus Standard(s): 

L.9-10.1 

L.9-10.1a 

L.9-10.1b 

 

L.9-10.2 

L.9-10.2a 

L.9-10.2b 

L.9-10.2c 

L.9-10.3 

 

L.9-10.3a 

 

L.9-10.4 

 

L.9-10.4a 

 

L.9-10.4b 

 

L.9-10.4c 

 

4d 

 

L.9-10.5 

L.9-10.5a 

L.9-10.5b 

L.9-10.6 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  

Use parallel structure.*  

Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, 

dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or presentations.  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  

Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely related independent clauses.  

Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.  

Spell correctly.  

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or 

style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.  

Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual (e.g., MLA Handbook, Turabian’s Manual for Writers) 

appropriate for the discipline and writing type.  

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, 

choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 

meaning of a word or phrase.  

Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, 

analytical; advocate, advocacy). 

Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 

pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.  

Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 

dictionary).  

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.  

Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze their role in the text.  

Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 

listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a 

word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

 


