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Quarter 1                                                8/12/2019    to    8/16/2019                                                     Week  1 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): Ready Mississippi Lesson: 

RI.8.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it 

emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an accurate summary of the text based upon 

this analysis. 

Lesson 1: Analyzing the Development of 

a Central Idea 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

Ongoing Standard(s): Integrated Standards for Lesson 1 

RI.8.10 

 

RL.8.10 

 

W.8.2 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

SL.8.1 

 

L.8.4a-d 

 

L.8.5a-c 

L.8.6 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of 

grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity 

band independently and proficiently. 

Write informative /explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately 

through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse 

partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading 

and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Supplemental Resource(s): 

Weekly Lesson-Related Performance 

Task 

*Student protests article with 

associated audio file, multiple-choice 

and open-ended comprehension 

questions, and graphic organizer. 

*Collaborative Extended 

Bellringer—Students will be 

provided a set of [Lesson 1 Tier 2 

words prospered and teetering] words 

to discuss and evaluate. They will 

rank the words based upon 

relationships and nuances in meaning 

(leads into later lessons on 

tone/connotation). 

*Additional available RI texts 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 

 
 

 

 

 

*This resource is optional. 

Additional Standard(s) Addressed Through This Ready MS Lesson: 

RI.8.1, RI.8.3, RI.8.4, RI.8.7; L.8.1, L.8.3, L.8.4a, L.8.4b; W.8.3, W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.7; SL.8.1, SL.8.4, SL.8.5, SL.8.6 

         IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 



 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 1                                                8/19/2019    to    8/23/2019                                                     Week  2 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): Ready Mississippi Lesson: 

RI.8.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, 
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an accurate 

summary of the text based upon this analysis. 

Lesson 2: Summarizing 

Informational Texts 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

Ongoing Standard(s): Integrated Standards for Lesson 2 

RI.8.10 

 

RL.8.10 

 

W.8.2 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

SL.8.1 

 

L.8.4a-d 

 

L.8.5a-c 

L.8.6 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of 

grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity 

band independently and proficiently. 

Write informative /explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately 

through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse 

partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading 

and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Supplemental Resource(s): 

Weekly Lesson-Related Performance 

Task 

*Apartheid in South Africa article 

with associated audio file, multiple-

choice and open-ended 

comprehension questions, and 

graphic organizer. 

*Collaborative Extended 

Bellringer—Students will be 

provided a set of [Lesson 2 Tier 2 

words broadened and complexity] 

words to discuss and evaluate. They 

will rank the words based upon 

relationships and nuances in meaning 

(leads into later lessons on 

tone/connotation). 

*Additional available RI texts 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 

 
*This resource is optional. 

Additional Standard(s) Addressed Through This Ready MS Lesson: 

RI.8.1, RI.8.3, RI.8.4, RI.8.7; L.8.1, L.8.1, L.8.3, L.8.4a, L.8.4b, L.8.5; W.8.2, W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.8; SL.8.1, 

SL.8.4, SL.8.6 
         IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 



 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 1                                                8/26/2019    to    8/30/2019                                                     Week  3 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): Ready Mississippi Lesson: 

RI.8.2 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text. 

Lesson 3: Citing Evidence to Make 

Inferences 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

Ongoing Standard(s): Integrated Standards for Lesson 3 

RI.8.10 

 

RL.8.10 

 

W.8.2 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

SL.8.1 

 

L.8.4a-d 

 

L.8.5a-c 

L.8.6 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of 

grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity 

band independently and proficiently. 

Write informative /explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately 

through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse 

partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading 

and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Supplemental Resource(s): 

Weekly Lesson-Related Performance 

Task 

*High school football turning deadly 

article with associated audio file, 

multiple-choice and open-ended 

comprehension questions, and 

graphic organizer. 

*Collaborative Extended 

Bellringer— Students will be 

provided a set of [Lesson 3 Tier 2 

words interact and earnest] words to 

discuss and evaluate. They will rank 

the words based upon relationships 

and nuances in meaning (leads into 

later lessons on tone/connotation). 

*Additional available RI texts 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 

 

 
 

*This resource is optional. 

Additional Standard(s) Addressed Through This Ready MS Lesson: 

RI.8.2, RI.8.3, RI.8.4, RI.8.5, RI.8.7, RI.8.9; L.8.1, L.8.2b, L.8.3, L.8.4a; W.8.1, W.8.2, W.8.5, W.8.8; 

SL.8.1, SL.8.2, SL.8.4 
         IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 



 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 1                                                9/3/2019    to    9/6/2019                                                     Week  4 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): Ready Mississippi Lesson: 

RI.8.3 Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or 
events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 

Standards Mastery Test 1: RI.8.1, 8.2 

Lesson 4: Analyzing Comparisons 

and Analogies 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

Ongoing Standard(s): Integrated Standards for Lesson 4 

RI.8.10 

 

RL.8.10 

 

W.8.2 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

SL.8.1 

 

L.8.4a-d 

 

L.8.5a-c 

L.8.6 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of 

grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity 

band independently and proficiently. 

Write informative /explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and 

accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse 

partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading 

and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Supplemental Resource(s): 

Weekly Lesson-Related Performance 

Task 

*Questioning video games causing 

violence article with associated audio 

file, multiple-choice and open-ended 

comprehension questions, and 

graphic organizer. 

*Collaborative Extended 

Bellringer— Students will be 

provided a set of [Lesson 4 Tier 2 

words standards and diversity] words 

to discuss and evaluate. They will 

rank the words based upon 

relationships and nuances in meaning 

(leads into later lessons on 

tone/connotation). 

*Additional available RI texts 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 
 

 
 

*This resource is optional. 

Additional Standard(s) Addressed Through This Ready MS Lesson: 

RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.4, RI.8.7; L.8.1, L.8.1c, L.8.3, L.8.4a, L.8.4d; W.8.2, W.8.5, W.8.6, W.8.7; SL.8.1, 

SL.8.4, SL.8.6 
         IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 



 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 1                                                9/9/2019    to    9/13/2019                                                     Week  5 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): Ready Mississippi Lesson: 

RI.8.3 Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or 
events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 

Lesson 5: Analyzing Categories 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

Ongoing Standard(s): Integrated Standards for Lesson 5 

RI.8.10 

 

RL.8.10 

 

W.8.2 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

SL.8.1 

 

L.8.4a-d 

 

L.8.5a-c 

L.8.6 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of 

grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity 

band independently and proficiently. 

Write informative /explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately 

through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse 

partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading 

and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 

gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Supplemental Resource(s): 

Weekly Lesson-Related Performance 

Task 

*Modern folklore article with 

associated audio file, multiple-choice 

and open-ended comprehension 

questions, and graphic organizer. 

*Collaborative Extended 

Bellringer—Students will be 

provided a set of [Lesson 5 Tier 2 

words functionality and contracted] 

words to discuss and evaluate. They 

will rank the words based upon 

relationships and nuances in meaning 

(leads into later lessons on 

tone/connotation). 

*Additional available RI texts 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 

 
 
 

*This resource is optional. 

Additional Standard(s) Addressed Through This Ready MS Lesson: 

RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.4, RI.8.7; L.8.1, L.8.1c, L.8.3, L.8.4a, L.8.4d; W.8.2, W.8.5, W.8.6, W.8.7; SL.8.1, 

SL.8.4, SL.8.6 
IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Quarter 1                                                9/16/2019    to    9/20/2019                                                    Week  6 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): Ready Mississippi Lesson: 

RI.8.1 

 

RI.8.2 

 

 

RI.8.3 

 

W.8.2 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.6 

 

W.8.7 

 

 

W.8.8 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 

as inferences drawn from the text. 

Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including 

how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an accurate summary of the text 

based upon this analysis. 

Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events 

(e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 
Write informative /explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and 

accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience.  

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 

planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and 

audience have been addressed. 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships 

between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with others. 

Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on 

several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of 

exploration. 

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; 

assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions 

of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time 

frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 

audiences. 

Interim Assessment 1 

Standards Mastery Test 2: RI.8.1, 8.3 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

 

Supplemental Resource(s): 

*Human Experimentation article with 

associated audio file, multiple-choice 

and open-ended comprehension 

questions, and graphic organizer. 

* Collaborative Extended 

Bellringer—Which Supreme Court 

Decision is the Most Controversial? 

Read, discuss, and rank these cases 

from most to least controversial. 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*This resource is optional. 

        IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 1                                                9/23/2019    to    9/27/2019                                                     Week  7 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): Ready Mississippi Lesson: 

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as 

well as inferences drawn from the text. 
Lesson 6: Citing Evidence to Support 

Inferences 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

Ongoing Standard(s): Integrated Standards for Lesson 6 

RI.8.10 

 

RL.8.10 

 

W.8.1 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

SL.8.1 

 

L.8.4a-d 

 

L.8.5a-c 

L.8.6 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of 

grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity 

band independently and proficiently. 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant 

and sufficient evidence. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse 

partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading 

and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Supplemental Resource(s): 

Weekly Lesson-Related Performance 

Task 

*Excerpt from A Long Walk to Water 

with multiple-choice and open-ended 

comprehension questions and graphic 

organizer. 

*Collaborative Extended 

Bellringer— Students will be 

provided a set of [Lesson 6 Tier 2 

words scrawled and luminous] words 

to discuss and evaluate. They will 

rank the words based upon 

relationships and nuances in meaning 

(leads into later lessons on 

tone/connotation). 

*Additional available RL texts 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 
 

 

*This resource is optional. Additional Standard(s) Addressed Through This Ready MS Lesson: 

RL.8.2, RL.8.3, RL.8.4, RL.8.7; L.8.1, L.8.3, L.8.4a, L.8.4b, L.8.4d; W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.7; SL.8.1, SL.8.4, SL.8.5 

IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 

 



 

 

 
 

Quarter 1                                                9/30/2019    to    10/4/2019                                                     Week  8 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): Ready Mississippi Lesson: 

RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a literary text propel the action, reveal 
aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 

Lesson 7: Analyzing Dialogue and 

Incidents in Stories and Drama 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

Ongoing Standard(s): Integrated Standards for Lesson 7 

RI.8.10 

 

RL.8.10 

 

W.8.1 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

SL.8.1 

 

L.8.4a-d 

 

L.8.5a-c 

L.8.6 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of 

grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity 

band independently and proficiently. 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant 

and sufficient evidence. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse 

partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading 

and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 

gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Supplemental Resource(s): 

Weekly Lesson-Related Performance 

Task 

*Excerpt from Tortilla Sun with 

multiple-choice and open-ended 

comprehension questions and graphic 

organizer. 

*Collaborative Extended 

Bellringer—Students will be 

provided a set of [Lesson 7 Tier 2 

words exaggerated and verbatim] 

words to discuss and evaluate. They 

will rank the words based upon 

relationships and nuances in meaning 

(leads into later lessons on 

tone/connotation). 

*Additional available RL texts 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 
 

 
 

*This resource is optional. 

Additional Standard(s) Addressed Through This Ready MS Lesson: 

RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.4, RL.8.7; L.8.1, L.8.3, L.8.4a, L.8.4b, L.8.4c; W.8.1, W.8.5, W.8.7; SL.8.1, SL.8.4 

IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 1                                                10/7/2019    to    10/11/2019                                                    Week  9 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): Ready Mississippi Lesson: 

RL.8.2 

 

 

 

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, 
including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the 

text. 

Case Benchmark Assessment #1: RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.3, 8.4; RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.3, 8.4; L.8.4, 8.5 

Lesson 8: Analyzing Dialogue and 

Incidents in Stories and Drama 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

Ongoing Standard(s): Integrated Standards for Lesson 8 

RI.8.10 

 

RL.8.10 

 

W.8.1 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

SL.8.1 

 

L.8.4a-d 

 

L.8.5a-c 

L.8.6 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of 

grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity 

band independently and proficiently. 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant 

and sufficient evidence. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse 

partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading 

and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Supplemental Resource(s): 

Weekly Lesson-Related Performance 

Task 

*Excerpt from Not Your Sidekick with 

multiple-choice and open-ended 

comprehension questions and graphic 

organizer. 

*Collaborative Extended Bellringer—

Students will be provided a set of 

[Lesson 8 Tier 2 words hunkered and 

capability] words to discuss and 

evaluate. They will rank the words based 

upon relationships and nuances in 

meaning (leads into later lessons on 

tone/connotation). 

*Additional available RL texts 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 

*Case Benchmark Assessment #1 will 

test RL and RI.8.4 BEFORE it is taught 

in the Ready program. It is important that 

you begin reviewing, discussing, and 

practicing this standard early (as it is also 

important for the MAAP test) through 

small group work and centers. 

Additional Standard(s) Addressed Through This Ready MS Lesson: 

RL.8.1, RL.8.3, RL.8.4, RL.8.7; L.8.1, L.8.3, L.8.4a, L.8.4d, L.8.5a, L.8.5b; W.8.3, W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.8; 

SL.8.1 
IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 



 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 2                                               10/14/2019    to    10/18/2019                                                   Week  1 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): Ready Mississippi Lesson: 

RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, 

including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the 
text. 

Standards Mastery Test 3: RL.8.1, 8.3 

Lesson 9: Summarizing Literary 

Texts 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

Ongoing Standard(s): Integrated Standards for Lesson 9 

RI.8.10 

 

RL.8.10 

 

W.8.1 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

SL.8.1 

 

L.8.4a-d 

 

L.8.5a-c 

L.8.6 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of 

grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity 

band independently and proficiently. 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant 

and sufficient evidence. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse 

partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading 

and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, 

writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering 

vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Supplemental Resource(s): 

Weekly Lesson-Related Performance 

Task 

*Excerpt from Lord of the Flies with 

associated multiple-choice and open-

ended comprehension questions and 

graphic organizer. 

*Collaborative Extended 

Bellringer—Students will be 

provided a set of [Lesson 9 Tier 2 

words deployed and burrow] words 

to discuss and evaluate. They will 

rank the words based upon 

relationships and nuances in meaning 

(leads into later lessons on 

tone/connotation). 

*Additional available RL texts 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 
 

 
 

 

*This resource is optional. 

Additional Standard(s) Addressed Through This Ready MS Lesson: 

RL.8.1, RL.8.3, RL.8.4, RL.8.5, RL.8.6; L.8.1, L.8.4a, L.8.4c, L.8.4d, L.8.5a; W.8.3, W.8.4, W.8.7, W.8.8; 

SL.8.1, SL.8.4 
IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 



 

 

 

 
 

Quarter 2                                               10/21/2019    to    10/25/2019                                                   Week  2 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): Ready Mississippi Lesson: 

RL.8.1 

 

RL.8.2 

 

 

RL.8.3 

 

W.8.1 

 

W.8.4 

 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

 

W.8.6 

 

W.8.7 

 

 

W.8.8 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 

as inferences drawn from the text. 

Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including 

how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an accurate summary of the text 

based upon this analysis. 

Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events 

(e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and  

relevant and sufficient evidence. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate 

to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 

1–3 above.) 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 

planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and 

audience have been addressed. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language 

standards 1–3 up to and including grade 8.) 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships 

between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with others. 

Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on 

several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of 

exploration. 

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; 

assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions 

of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time 

frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 

audiences. 

Interim Assessment 2 

Standards Mastery Test 4: RL.8.1, 

8.2 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

 

Supplemental Resource(s): 

*“Again Tomorrow” and excerpt 

from Habibi with associated 

multiple-choice and open-ended 

comprehension questions and graphic 

organizer. 

* Collaborative Extended 

Bellringer—Which social media 

company will last? Read, discuss, and 

rank which social media companies 

will be most to least successful in the 

future. 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*This resource is optional. 

        IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 



 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 2                                                10/28/2019    to    11/1/2019                                                   Week  3 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): Ready Mississippi Lesson: 

RI.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and 

tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

Lesson 10: Analyzing Word 

Meanings 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

Ongoing Standard(s): Integrated Standards for Lesson 10 

RI.8.10 

 

RL.8.10 

 

W.8.1 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

SL.8.1 

 

L.8.4a-d 

 

L.8.5a-c 

L.8.6 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of 

grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity 

band independently and proficiently. 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant 

and sufficient evidence. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse 

partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading 

and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Supplemental Resource(s): 

Weekly Lesson-Related Performance 

Task 

* Louis Zamperini Bio article with 

associated audio file, multiple-choice 

and open-ended comprehension 

questions, and graphic organizer. 

*Collaborative Extended 

Bellringer—Students will be 

provided a set of [Lesson 10 Tier 2 

words inhabitants and descendants] 

words to discuss and evaluate. They 

will rank the words based upon 

relationships and nuances in meaning 

(leads into later lessons on 

tone/connotation). 

*Additional available RI texts 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 
 

 
 

*This resource is optional. 

Additional Standard(s) Addressed Through This Ready MS Lesson: 

RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.3, RI.8.5, RI.8.6, RI.8.7, RI.8.8; L.8.4a, L.8.4d, L.8.5a; W.8.1, W.8.6, W.8.7; SL.8.1, 

SL.8.5 
IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 



 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 2                                                11/4/2019    to    11/8/2019                                                   Week  4 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): Ready Mississippi Lesson: 

RI.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and 

tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

Lesson 11: Analyzing Word Choice 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

Ongoing Standard(s): Integrated Standards for Lesson 11 

RI.8.10 

 

RL.8.10 

 

W.8.1 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

SL.8.1 

 

L.8.4a-d 

 

L.8.5a-c 

L.8.6 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of 

grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity 

band independently and proficiently. 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant 

and sufficient evidence. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse 

partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading 

and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 

gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Supplemental Resource(s): 

Weekly Lesson-Related Performance 

Task 

*Arachnophobia article with 

associated audio file, multiple-choice 

and open-ended comprehension 

questions, and graphic organizer. 

*Collaborative Extended 

Bellringer—Students will be 

provided a set of [Lesson 11 Tier 2 

words propelled and phenomenon] 

words to discuss and evaluate. They 

will rank the words based upon 

relationships and nuances in meaning 

(leads into later lessons on 

tone/connotation). 

*Additional available RI texts 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 
 

 
 

 

*This resource is optional. 

Additional Standard(s) Addressed Through This Ready MS Lesson: 

RI.8.1, RI.8.3, RI.8.6, RI.8.7; L.8.1b, L.8.4a, L.8.4b, L.8.4d; W.8.1, W.8.4, W.8.6, W.8.7; SL.8.1, SL.8.4, 

SL.8.6 
IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 2                                                11/11/2019    to    11/15/2019                                                 Week  5 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): Ready Mississippi Lesson: 

RI.8.5 Analyze the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of particular sentences in 
developing and refining a key concept. 

Lesson 12: Analyzing the Structure 

of Paragraphs 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

Ongoing Standard(s): Integrated Standards for Lesson 12 

RI.8.10 

 

RL.8.10 

 

W.8.1 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

SL.8.1 

 

L.8.4a-d 

 

L.8.5a-c 

L.8.6 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of 

grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity 

band independently and proficiently. 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant 

and sufficient evidence. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse 

partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading 

and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Supplemental Resource(s): 

Weekly Lesson-Related Performance 

Task 

*Maggots as medicine article or 

Edgar Allan Poe biography article 

with associated audio file, multiple-

choice and open-ended 

comprehension questions, and 

graphic organizer. 

*Collaborative Extended 

Bellringer—Students will be 

provided a set of [Lesson 12 Tier 2 

words inferior and admission] words 

to discuss and evaluate. They will 

rank the words based upon 

relationships and nuances in meaning 

(leads into later lessons on 

tone/connotation). 

*Additional available RI texts 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 
 

 

*This resource is optional. 

Additional Standard(s) Addressed Through This Ready MS Lesson: 

RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.3, RI.8.4, RI.8.7; L.8.2b, L.8.4a, L.8.4b; W.8.2, W.8.4, W.8.8; SL.8.1, SL.8.4, SL.8.5, 

SL.8.6 
IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 



 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 2                                                11/18/2019    to    11/22/2019                                                 Week  6 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): Ready Mississippi Lesson: 

RI.8.6 Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges 
and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 

Standards Mastery Test 5: RI.8.4, 8.5 

Lesson 13: Determining Point of 

View 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

Ongoing Standard(s): Integrated Standards for Lesson 13 

RI.8.10 

 

RL.8.10 

 

W.8.1 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

SL.8.1 

 

L.8.4a-d 

 

L.8.5a-c 

L.8.6 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of 

grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity 

band independently and proficiently. 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant 

and sufficient evidence. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse 

partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading 

and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Supplemental Resource(s): 

Weekly Lesson-Related Performance 

Task 

*Instagram influencers article with 

associated audio file, multiple-choice 

and open-ended comprehension 

questions, and graphic organizer. 

*Collaborative Extended 

Bellringer—Students will be 

provided a set of [Lesson 13 Tier 2 

words testament and cherished] 

words to discuss and evaluate. They 

will rank the words based upon 

relationships and nuances in meaning 

(leads into later lessons on 

tone/connotation). 

*Additional available RI texts 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

*This resource is optional. 

Additional Standard(s) Addressed Through This Ready MS Lesson: 

RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.4, RI.8.5, RI.8.7; L.8.4a, L.8.4b, L.8.4c; W.8.2, W.8.5, W.8.7, W.8.8; SL.8.1, SL.8.2, 

SL.8.4, SL.8.6 
IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 



 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 2                                                12/2/2019    to    12/6/2019                                                 Week  7 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): Ready Mississippi Lesson: 

RI.8.6 Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges 
and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 

Lesson 14: Analyzing How Authors 

Respond 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

Ongoing Standard(s): Integrated Standards for Lesson 14 

RI.8.10 

 

RL.8.10 

 

W.8.1 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

SL.8.1 

 

L.8.4a-d 

 

L.8.5a-c 

L.8.6 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of 

grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity 

band independently and proficiently. 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant 

and sufficient evidence. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse 

partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading 

and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Supplemental Resource(s): 

Weekly Lesson-Related Performance 

Task 

*Holocaust survivors article with 

associated audio file, multiple-choice 

and open-ended comprehension 

questions, and graphic organizer. 

*Collaborative Extended 

Bellringer—Students will be 

provided a set of [Lesson 14 Tier 2 

words resources and purist] words to 

discuss and evaluate. They will rank 

the words based upon relationships 

and nuances in meaning (leads into 

later lessons on tone/connotation). 

*Additional available RI texts 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*This resource is optional. 

Additional Standard(s) Addressed Through This Ready MS Lesson: 

RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.4, RI.8.5, RI.8.7; L.8.4a, L.8.4b, L.8.4c; W.8.2, W.8.5, W.8.7, W.8.8; SL.8.1, SL.8.2, 

SL.8.4, SL.8.6 
IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 



 

 

 

 
 

Quarter 2                                               12/9/2019    to    12/13/2019                                                   Week  8 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): Ready Mississippi Lesson: 

RI.8.4 

 

 

RI.8.5 

 

RI.8.6 

 

W.8.1 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.6 

 

W.8.7 

 

 

W.8.8 

 

 

W.8.9 

 

W.8.10 

 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and 

tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

Analyze the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of particular sentences in 

developing and refining a key concept. 
Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges 

and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid 

reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how 

well purpose and audience have been addressed. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 

shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 

purposes, and audiences. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- 

led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own clearly. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based 

on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word 

meanings. 

Interim Assessment 3 

Standards Mastery Test 6: RI.8.4, 8.6 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

 

Supplemental Resource(s): 

*Should you eat like a caveman 

article with associated audio file, 

multiple-choice and open-ended 

comprehension questions, and 

graphic organizer. 

* Collaborative Extended 

Bellringer—What was the primary 

cause of the fall of Rome? Read, 

discuss, and rank these causes from 

most to least impactful. 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

*This resource is optional. 

        IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 2                                                12/16/2019    to    12/20/2019                                                Week  9 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): Ready Mississippi Lesson: 

RL.8.4 Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, 
connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or 

tone. 

Case Benchmark Assessment #2: RI.8.5, 8.6, 8.8; RL.8.5, 8.6; L.8.6 

Lesson 15: Determining Word 

Meanings 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

Ongoing Standard(s): Integrated Standards for Lesson 15 

RI.8.10 

 

RL.8.10 

 

W.8.1 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

SL.8.1 

 

L.8.4a-d 

 

L.8.5a-c 

L.8.6 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of 

grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity 

band independently and proficiently. 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant 

and sufficient evidence. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse 

partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading 

and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 

gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Supplemental Resource(s): 

Weekly Lesson-Related Performance 

Task 

*Excerpt from The Witch of Blackbird 

Pond with associated multiple-choice 

and open-ended comprehension 

questions and graphic organizer. 

*Collaborative Extended Bellringer—

Students will be provided a set of 

[Lesson 15 Tier 2 words temperate and 

forlorn] words to discuss and evaluate. 

They will rank the words based upon 

relationships and nuances in meaning 

(leads into later lessons on 

tone/connotation). 

*Additional available RL texts 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 

*Case Benchmark Assessment #2 will 

test RI.8.8 BEFORE it is taught in the 

Ready program. It is important that you 

begin reviewing, discussing, and 

practicing this standard early (as it is also 

important for the MAAP test) through 

small group work and centers. 

Additional Standard(s) Addressed Through This Ready MS Lesson: 

RL.8.1, RL.8.2; L.8.1, L.8.2a, L.8.4a, L.8.5c; W.8.2, W.8.4, W.8.7, W.8.8; SL.8.1, SL.8.4, SL.8.5 

IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 3                                                1/6/2020    to    1/10/2020                                                Week  1 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): Ready Mississippi Lesson: 

RL.8.4 Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, 
connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or 

tone. 

Lesson 16: Analyzing Analogies and 

Allusions 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

Ongoing Standard(s): Integrated Standards for Lesson 16 

RI.8.10 

 

RL.8.10 

 

W.8.1 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

SL.8.1 

 

L.8.4a-d 

 

L.8.5a-c 

L.8.6 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of 

grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity 

band independently and proficiently. 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant 

and sufficient evidence. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse 

partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading 

and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Supplemental Resource(s): 

Weekly Lesson-Related Performance 

Task 

*Excerpt from Magic Elizabeth with 

associated multiple-choice and open-

ended comprehension questions and 

graphic organizer. 

*Collaborative Extended 

Bellringer—Students will be 

provided a set of [Lesson 16 Tier 2 

words surveys and supernatural] 

words to discuss and evaluate. They 

will rank the words based upon 

relationships and nuances in meaning 

(leads into later lessons on 

tone/connotation). 

*Additional available RL texts 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 
 

 

 

*This resource is optional. 

Additional Standard(s) Addressed Through This Ready MS Lesson: 

RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.3; L.8.2a, L.8.4, L.8.4a, L.8.4b, L.8.4d; W.8.3, W.8.7, W.8.8; SL.8.1, SL.8.4, SL.8.5 

IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 



 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 3                                                1/13/2020    to    1/17/2020                                                Week  2 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): Ready Mississippi Lesson: 

RL.8.5 Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of 

the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 

Lesson 17: Comparing and 

Contrasting Structure 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

Ongoing Standard(s): Integrated Standards for Lesson 17 

RI.8.10 

 

RL.8.10 

 

W.8.1 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

SL.8.1 

 

L.8.4a-d 

 

L.8.5a-c 

L.8.6 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of 

grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity 

band independently and proficiently. 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant 

and sufficient evidence. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse 

partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading 

and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 

gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Supplemental Resource(s): 

Weekly Lesson-Related Performance 

Task 

*Excerpt from Stargirl with 

associated multiple-choice and open-

ended comprehension questions and 

graphic organizer. 

*Collaborative Extended 

Bellringer—Students will be 

provided a set of [Lesson 17 Tier 2 

words deferred and vestige] words to 

discuss and evaluate. They will rank 

the words based upon relationships 

and nuances in meaning (leads into 

later lessons on tone/connotation). 

*Additional available RL texts 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*This resource is optional. 

Additional Standard(s) Addressed Through This Ready MS Lesson: 

RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.4; L.8.4, L.8.4c, L.8.5a; W.8.4, W.8.7; SL.8.1, SL.8.4, SL.8.6 

IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 



 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 3                                                1/21/2020    to    1/24/2020                                                Week  3 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): Ready Mississippi Lesson: 

RL.8.6 Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

Standards Mastery Test 7: RL.8.4, 8.5 
Lesson 18: Analyzing Point of View 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

Ongoing Standard(s): Integrated Standards for Lesson 18 

RI.8.10 

 

RL.8.10 

 

W.8.1 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

SL.8.1 

 

L.8.4a-d 

 

L.8.5a-c 

L8.6 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of 

grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity 

band independently and proficiently. 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant 

and sufficient evidence. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse 

partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading 
and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 

gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Supplemental Resource(s): 

Weekly Lesson-Related Performance 

Task 

*Excerpt from Stargirl with 

associated multiple-choice and open-

ended comprehension questions and 

graphic organizer. 

*Collaborative Extended 

Bellringer—Students will be 

provided a set of [Lesson 18 Tier 2 

words trickled and immersed] words 

to discuss and evaluate. They will 

rank the words based upon 

relationships and nuances in meaning 

(leads into later lessons on 

tone/connotation). 

*Additional available RL texts 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 
 

 
 

 
 

*This resource is optional. 

Additional Standard(s) Addressed Through This Ready MS Lesson: 

RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.3, RL.8.4, RL.8.7; L.8.2a, L.8.4a, L.8.4d, L.8.5a, L.8.5c; W.8.2, W.8.4, W.8.7; SL.8.1, 

SL.8.4 
IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 



 

 

 

 
 

Quarter 3                                               1/27/2020    to    1/31/2020                                                   Week  4 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): Ready Mississippi Lesson: 

RL.8.4 

 

 

RL.8.5 

 

RL.8.6 

W.8.1 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.6 

 

 

W.8.7 

 

 

W.8.8 

 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, 

connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or 

tone. 

Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of 

the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 

Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

Write informative /explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information 

clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed 

by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose 

and audience have been addressed. 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the 

relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with 

others. 

Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), 

drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for 

multiple avenues of exploration. 

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms 

effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data 

and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for 

citation. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 

shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 

purposes, and audiences. 

Interim Assessment 4 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

 

Supplemental Resource(s): 

*Sadlier Resource with associated 

multiple-choice and open-ended 

comprehension questions (See 

*Additional available RL texts—

Craft and Structure in Literature—

Performance Tasks or Tests1-3). 

* Collaborative Extended 

Bellringer—Which job is the best? 

Read, discuss, and rank these jobs 

from the best to the worst. 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*This resource is optional. 

        IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 



 

 

 

 
 

Quarter 3                                                2/3/2020    to    2/7/2020                                                  Week  5 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): Ready Mississippi Lesson: 

RI.8.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the 
reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

Standards Mastery Test 8: RL.8.4, 8.6 

Lesson 19: Evaluating an Argument 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

Ongoing Standard(s): Integrated Standards for Lesson 19 

RI.8.10 

 

RL.8.10 

 

W.8.1 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

SL.8.1 

 

L.8.4a-d 

 

L.8.5a-c 

L.8.6 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of 

grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity 

band independently and proficiently. 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant 

and sufficient evidence. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse 

partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading 
and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 

gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Supplemental Resource(s): 

Weekly Lesson-Related Performance 

Task 

*Disease article or insects for dinner 

article with associated audio files, 

multiple-choice and open-ended 

comprehension questions, and 

graphic organizer. 

*Collaborative Extended 

Bellringer—Students will be 

provided a set of [Lesson 19 Tier 2 

words insatiable and array] words to 

discuss and evaluate. They will rank 

the words based upon relationships 

and nuances in meaning (leads into 

later lessons on tone/connotation). 

*Additional available RI texts 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 
 
 

 

 
 

*This resource is optional. 

Additional Standard(s) Addressed Through This Ready MS Lesson: 

RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.3, RI.8.4, RI.8.5, RI.8.6, RI.8.7; L.8.4a, L.8.4b, L.8.4d; W.8.1, W.8.4, W.8.7; SL.8.1, 

SL.8.3, SL.8.4 
IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 



 

 

 

 
 

Quarter 3                                                2/10/2020    to    2/14/2020                                                 Week  6 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): Ready Mississippi Lesson: 

RI.8.9 Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on the same topic and 

identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation. 

Lesson 20: Analyzing Conflicting 

Information 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

Ongoing Standard(s): Integrated Standards for Lesson 20 

RI.8.10 

 

RL.8.10 

 

W.8.1 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

SL.8.1 

 

L.8.4a-d 

 

L.8.5a-c 

L.8.6 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 

6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity band 

independently and proficiently. 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant and 

sufficient evidence. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 

and audience. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse 

partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and 

content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, 

writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering 

vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Supplemental Resource(s): 

Weekly Lesson-Related Performance 

Task 

*Cookie dough article or Paul Revere 

article with associated audio files, 

multiple-choice and open-ended 

comprehension questions, and 

graphic organizer. 

*Collaborative Extended 

Bellringer—Students will be 

provided a set of [Lesson 20 Tier 2 

words engineered and succumb] 

words to discuss and evaluate. They 

will rank the words based upon 

relationships and nuances in meaning 

(leads into later lessons on 

tone/connotation). 

*Additional available RI texts 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 
 
 

 

*This resource is optional. 

Additional Standard(s) Addressed Through This Ready MS Lesson: 

RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.4, RI.8.6, RI.8.7; L.8.1c, L.8.2b, L.8.4a, L.8.4b, L.8.4c, L.8.5a; W.8.1, W.8.8; SL.8.1, 

SL.8.4 
IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 3                                               2/17/2020    to    2/21/2020                                                   Week  7 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): Ready Mississippi Lesson: 

RI.8.7 

 

RI.8.8 

 

RI.8.9 

 

W.8.1 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.6 

 

W.8.7 

 

 

W.8.8 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and 

quantitatively, as well as in words.  

Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the 

reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to 

compare the approaches the authors take 

Write informative /explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly 

and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate 

to task, purpose, and audience.  

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 

planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and 

audience have been addressed. 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships 

between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with others. 

Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on 

several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of 

exploration. 

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; 

assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions 

of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 

time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 

audiences. 

Media Feature 1: Evaluating 

Presentation Mediums 

Interim Assessment 5 

Standards Mastery RI.8.7, RI.8.7, 

RI.8.9 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

 

Supplemental Resource(s): 

* RI.8.7—Battle of Mogadishu article 

with associated audio files, multiple-

choice and open-ended 

comprehension questions, and 

graphic organizer. 

* RI.8.7, 8.8, 8.9—'Oumuamua 

messenger from afar article with 

associated audio files, multiple-

choice and open-ended 

comprehension questions, and 

graphic organizer. 

*Collaborative Extended Bellringer 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 
 

*This resource is optional. 
 

        IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 3                                                3/2/2020    to    3/6/2020                                                 Week  8 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): Ready Mississippi Lesson: 

RL.8.9 Analyze how myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible influence themes, 
patterns of events, or character types in a modern work, including how the material is rendered 

new. 

Standards Mastery Test 9: RI.8.8, 8.9 

Lesson 21: Analyzing Elements of 

Modern Fiction 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

Ongoing Standard(s): Integrated Standards for Lesson 21 

RI.8.10 

 

RL.8.10 

 

W.8.1 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

SL.8.1 

 

L.8.4a-d 

 

L.8.5a-c 

L.8.6 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of 

grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity 

band independently and proficiently. 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant and 

sufficient evidence. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 

and audience. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse 

partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and 

content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, 

writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering 

vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Supplemental Resource(s): 

Weekly Lesson-Related Performance 

Task 

*Excerpt from Harry Potter and the 

Sorcerer’s Stone and from “Cerberus: 

Legendary Hell Hound of the 

Underworld” with associated multiple-

choice and open-ended comprehension 

questions and graphic organizer. 

*Collaborative Extended Bellringer—

Students will be provided a set of 

[Lesson 21 Tier 2 words steeled and 

congested] words to discuss and 

evaluate. They will rank the words 

based upon relationships and nuances 

in meaning (leads into later lessons on 

tone/connotation). 

*Additional available RL texts 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 

 
 

*This resource is optional. 

Additional Standard(s) Addressed Through This Ready MS Lesson: 

RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.3, RL.8.4, RL.8.5, RL.8.7; L.8.1, L.8.2a, L.8.4a, L.8.5b, L.8.5c; W.8.3, W.8.4, W.8.7; 

SL.8.1, SL.8.4, SL.8.5 
IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 



 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 3                                                3/9/2020    to    3/13/2020                                                 Week  9 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): Ready Mississippi Lesson: 

RL.8.9 Analyze how myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible influence themes, 
patterns of events, or character types in a modern work, including how the material is rendered 

new. 

Case Benchmark Assessment #3: RI.8.9; RL.8.9 

RMR Media Feature 2: Evaluating 

Artistic Choices 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

Ongoing Standard(s):  

RI.8.10 

 

RL.8.10 

 

W.8.1 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

SL.8.1 

 

L.8.4a-d 

 

L.8.5a-c 

L.8.6 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of 

grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity 

band independently and proficiently. 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant and 

sufficient evidence. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 

and audience. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse 

partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and 

content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, 

writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering 

vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Supplemental Resource(s): 

Weekly Lesson-Related Performance 

Task 

*Excerpt from A Raisin in the Sun and 

video of A Raisin in the Sun or excerpt 

from The Hunger Games and video of 

The Hunger Games with associated 

multiple-choice and open-ended 

comprehension questions and graphic 

organizers. 

*Collaborative Extended Bellringer 
*Additional available RL texts 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*This resource is optional. 

Additional Standard(s) Addressed Through This Ready MS Lesson: 

RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.3, RL.8.4, RL.8.5, RL.8.7; L.8.1, L.8.2a, L.8.4a, L.8.5b, L.8.5c; W.8.3, W.8.4, W.8.7; 

SL.8.1, SL.8.4, SL.8.5 
IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 



 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 4                                               3/16/2020    to    3/20/2020                                                   Week  1 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): Ready Mississippi Lesson: 

RL.8.7 

 

RL.8.9 

 

W.8.1 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.6 

 

W.8.7 

 

 

W.8.8 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and 

quantitatively, as well as in words. 

Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to 

compare the approaches the authors take. 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning 

and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate 

to task, purpose, and audience.  

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 

planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and 

audience have been addressed. 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships 

between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with others. 

Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on 

several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of 

exploration. 

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; 

assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions 

of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 

time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 

audiences. 

Interim Assessment 6 

Standards Mastery Test 10: RL.8.7, 

8.9 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

 

Supplemental Resource(s): 

*Sadlier Resource with associated 

multiple-choice and open-ended 

comprehension questions (See 

*Additional available RL texts—

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

in Literature—Performance Tasks or 

Tests1-3). 

*Collaborative Extended Bellringer 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*This resource is optional. 
 

        IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 4                                                3/23/2020    to    3/27/2020                                                 Week  2 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): REVIEW Lesson: 

RL.8.5 

 

RI.8.5 

Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text 

contributes to its meaning and style. 

Analyze the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of particular sentences in 

developing and refining a key concept. 

Compare and Contrast the structure 

of paragraphs 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

Ongoing Standard(s):  

RI.8.10 

 

RL.8.10 

 

W.8.1 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

SL.8.1 

 

L.8.4a-d 

 

L.8.5a-c 

L.8.6 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of 

grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity 

band independently and proficiently. 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant and 

sufficient evidence. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 

and audience. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse 

partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and 

content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, 

writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering 

vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Supplemental Resource(s): 

Weekly Lesson-Related Performance 

Task 

*Teen vaping epidemic article with 

associated audio files, multiple-choice 

and open-ended comprehension 

questions, and graphic organizers. 

*Collaborative Extended Bellringer 
*Additional available RI texts 

*Additional available RL texts 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

*This resource is optional. 

Additional Standard(s) Addressed Through This Ready MS Lesson: 

 

IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 4                                                3/30/2020    to    4/3/2020                                                 Week  3 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): REVIEW Lesson: 

RI.8.10 

 

RL.8.10 

 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high 

end of grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text 

complexity band independently and proficiently. 

Read and comprehend literature 

independently and proficiently 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

Ongoing Standard(s):  

RI.8.10 

 

RL.8.10 

 

W.8.1 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

SL.8.1 

 

L.8.4a-d 

 

L.8.5a-c 

L.8.6 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of 

grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity 

band independently and proficiently. 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant and 

sufficient evidence. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 

and audience. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse 

partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and 

content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, 

writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering 

vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Supplemental Resource(s): 

Weekly Lesson-Related Performance 

Task 

*“The Fox and the Horse” and excerpt 

from Barrio Boy with associated 

multiple-choice and open-ended 

comprehension questions and graphic 

organizers. 

*Collaborative Extended Bellringer 
*Additional available RI texts 

*Additional available RL texts 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*This resource is optional. 
Additional Standard(s) Addressed Through This Ready MS Lesson: 

 
IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 

 



 

 

 
 

Quarter 4                                                4/13/2020    to    4/17/2020                                                 Week  4 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): REVIEW Lesson: 

RI.8.1 

 

RI.8.2 

 

 

RI.8.3 

 

RI.8.4 

 

 

RI.8.5 

 

RI.8.6 

Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 

drawn from the text. 

Determine a central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it 

emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an accurate summary of the text based upon this analysis. 

Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through 

comparisons, analogies, or categories). 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical 

meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other 

texts. 

Analyze the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of particular sentences in developing and 

refining a key concept. 

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges and responds to 

conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 

Review key idea and details and craft 

and structure 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

 

Ongoing Standard(s): 
RI.8.10 

 

RL.8.10 

 

W.8.1 

W.8.4 

W.8.5 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

SL.8.1 

 

L.8.4a-d 

 

L.8.5a-c 

L.8.6 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and 

proficiently. 
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying 
a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for 
a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, 

and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly 

from a range of strategies. 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 

listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or 

phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Supplemental Resource(s): 

Weekly Lesson-Related Performance 

Task 

*Man versus nature article with 

associated audio files, multiple-choice 

and open-ended comprehension 

questions, and graphic organizers. 

*Collaborative Extended Bellringer 
*Additional available RI texts 

*Additional available RL texts 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 

 

 
 

 

*This resource is optional. 
Additional Standard(s) Addressed Through This Ready MS Lesson: 
 

         IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 4                                                4/20/2020    to    4/24/2020                                                 Week  5 

English/Language Arts 
Focus Standard(s): REVIEW Lesson: 

RI.8.1 

RI.8.2 

 

RI.8.3 

 

RI.8.4 

 

RI.8.5 

RI.8.6 

 

RI.8.7 

 

RI.8.8 

 

RI.8.9 

Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

Determine a central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and 

refined by specific details; provide an accurate summary of the text based upon this analysis. 

Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or 

categories). 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the 

impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

Analyze the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of particular sentences in developing and refining a key concept. 

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or 

viewpoints. 

Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., print or digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular 

topic or idea. 

Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and 

sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 

Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters 

of fact or interpretation. 

Review all standards 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

 

Ongoing Standard(s): 
RI.8.10 

 

RL.8.10 

 

W.8.1 

W.8.4 

W.8.5 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

SL.8.1 

 

L.8.4a-d 

 

L.8.5a-c 

L.8.6 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying 

a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for 

a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, 
and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly 

from a range of strategies. 
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 

listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or 
phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Supplemental Resource(s): 
Weekly Lesson-Related Performance 

Task 

*Sea World scandal article with 

associated audio files, multiple-choice 

and open-ended comprehension 

questions, and graphic organizers. 

*Collaborative Extended Bellringer 
*Additional available RI texts 

*Additional available RL texts 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 

 

 
 

 

*This resource is optional. 
Additional Standard(s) Addressed Through This Ready MS Lesson: 
 

         IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 4                                                4/27/2020    to    5/1/2020                                                 Week  6 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): REVIEW Lesson: 

W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information 

through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.   
Select and organize relevant content 

when writing 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

 

Ongoing Standard(s): 

RI.8.10 

 

RL.8.10 

 

W.8.1 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

SL.8.1 

 

L.8.4a-d 

 

L.8.5a-c 

L.8.6 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of 

grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text 

complexity band independently and proficiently. 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant 

and sufficient evidence. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames 

(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse 

partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading 

and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 

gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Supplemental Resource(s): 
Weekly Lesson-Related Performance 

Task 

*“The Human Eye” and “Lightning” 

with associated multiple-choice and 

open-ended comprehension questions. 

*Collaborative Extended Bellringer 
*Additional available RI texts 

*Additional available RL texts 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*This resource is optional. 
Additional Standard(s) Addressed Through This Ready MS Lesson: 
 

IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 



 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 4                                                5/4/2020    to    5/8/2020                                                 Week  7 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): REVIEW Lesson: 

W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.    Write arguments to support claims 

with clear reasons and evidence 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

 

Ongoing Standard(s): 

RI.8.10 

 

RL.8.10 

 

W.8.1 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

SL.8.1 

 

L.8.4a-d 

 

L.8.5a-c 

L.8.6 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of 

grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text 

complexity band independently and proficiently. 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant 

and sufficient evidence. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames 

(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse 

partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading 

and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 

gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Supplemental Resource(s): 
Weekly Lesson-Related Performance 

Task 

*“Is Social Media Good for Teens?”, 

excerpt from “Disadvantages of Social 

Networking: Surprising Insights from 

Teens,” excerpt from “Why Organic 

Food May Not Be Healthier for You,” 

and excerpt from “Is Organic More 

Nutritious? New Study Adds to the 

Evidence” with associated multiple-

choice and open-ended comprehension 

questions. 

*Collaborative Extended Bellringer 
*Additional available RI texts 

*Additional available RL texts 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*This resource is optional. 
Additional Standard(s) Addressed Through This Ready MS Lesson: 
 

IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 



 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 4                                                5/11/2020    to    5/15/2020                                                 Week  8 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): REVIEW Lesson: 

W.8.9a Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws 

on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works 

such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new”). 

Write an analysis that explains an 

author’s development of theme 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

 

Ongoing Standard(s): 

RI.8.10 

 

RL.8.10 

 

W.8.1 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

SL.8.1 

 

L.8.4a-d 

 

L.8.5a-c 

L.8.6 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of 

grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text 

complexity band independently and proficiently. 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant 

and sufficient evidence. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames 

(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse 

partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading 

and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 

gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Supplemental Resource(s): 
Weekly Lesson-Related Performance 

Task 

*“The Monkey’s Paw” and excerpt 

from “The Four Dragons” with 

associated multiple-choice and open-

ended comprehension questions. 

*Collaborative Extended Bellringer 
*Additional available RI texts 

*Additional available RL texts 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*This resource is optional. Additional Standard(s) Addressed Through This Ready MS Lesson: 
 

IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 



 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 4                                                5/11/2020    to    5/15/2020                                                 Week  9 

English/Language Arts 

Focus Standard(s): REVIEW Lesson: 

W.8.9b Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction and/or informational texts (e.g., “Delineate 

and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound  

and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”). 

Cite and analyze evidence to support 

analysis, reflection, and research 

Spiral Review/Close Reading: 

 

Ongoing Standard(s): 

RI.8.10 

 

RL.8.10 

 

W.8.1 

 

W.8.4 

 

W.8.5 

 

 

W.8.9 

W.8.10 

 

SL.8.1 

 

L.8.4a-d 

 

L.8.5a-c 

L.8.6 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of 

grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text 

complexity band independently and proficiently. 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant 

and sufficient evidence. 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames 

(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse 

partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading 

and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 

gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Supplemental Resource(s): 
Weekly Lesson-Related Performance 

Task 

*Excerpt from “The Story of an 

Eyewitness: The San Francisco 

Earthquake” and excerpt from The 

Great Fire with associated multiple-

choice and open-ended comprehension 

questions. 

*Collaborative Extended Bellringer 
*Additional available RI texts 

*Additional available RL texts 

*Article of the Week (AOTW) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*This resource is optional. 
Additional Standard(s) Addressed Through This Ready MS Lesson: 

 

IA = Interim Assessment from the Ready Book     SM = Standards Mastery Assessment     CBA = Case Benchmark Assessment 


