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CHRISTINA SEIX ACADEMY, A SCHOOL AND SO MUCH MORE
IN TRENTON, N.J., ANNOUNCES KEY LEADERSHIP UPDATES

TRENTON, N.J. - JUNE 24, 2026 - Christina Seix Academy (CSA) today announced key
leadership updates for the pre-K - 8th grade school and community located at 1550 Stuyvesant
Avenue, Trenton. Rob Connor, Ph.D., who has served as head of the independent school since before
its opening in 2012, announced he will shift from that full-time position to the role of chair of the CSA
Board of Trustees this fall. Connor will also join the SEED Foundation, the nation’s first and only

network of public, college preparatory boarding schools, as president and CEO later this fall.

Current CSA Board Chair Lindsay Dow, who is CEO of Tetricus Labs in Connecticut, will step down as
chair but will remain a committed trustee of CSA, continuing to provide philanthropic support for the
school, as did her mother, CSA founder Christina Seix, and her late father, Bob Dow, who also served

as board chair.

Ivy Green, co-founding primary school director and senior director of Academic Programs at CSA, will
become interim head of school through the 2026-2027 school year. A Trenton native, she started her
career as an elementary school teacher in Trenton Public Schools, later transitioning into curriculum
development and serving as a district-level specialist. Green holds a Bachelor of Science in
Elementary Education from Morgan State University and a Master of Education in Curriculum,
Instruction, and School Leadership from Rider University. She is currently pursuing a Doctor of

Education in Executive Leadership at Columbia University.

“This fall CSA school leadership will launch a national search for the next full-time head of school,”
said Connor. “We’re excited to conduct a search that will engage the community in identifying a leader
who will carry forward the Seix vision of a learning community that is so much more than a school. We
are seeking a candidate who embraces the school’s overarching philosophy that creating a sense of
belonging within a residential community drives academic success, particularly for students from

marginalized areas.”



Three years before CSA opened, Christina Seix tapped Connor to be her thought partner in founding
the Academy. Together they created an intergenerational learning community that has reimagined
how to best support children impacted by systemic poverty and racism through holistic support
systems that are dedicated to belonging and connectivity. One of CSA’s goals is to ensure that these
children receive the same benefits as more affluent peers, with a school that focuses on meaning,
character, and a sense of belonging. Over the past 12 years, CSA has shown these elements are

fundamental to driving academic success.

CSA’s holistic approach features not only academic instruction and achievement but also efforts to
assure students’ physical and mental well-being, while also providing further support for their
families’ needs. Students participate in artistic, athletic and residential life programming that
frequently continues through evenings and on weekends. At all times, campus advocacy and health
centers support students, while also addressing their parents’ unique and sometimes urgent issues as

well.

Students achieve and excel in academics and other activities because of CSA’'s commitment to the
quality and connectivity of their lives with others, combined with the wrap-around family services
that provide daily essential needs, said Connor. In this nurturing environment, students are motivated
to build important personal skills and become committed to life-long learning, which is vital to

continued success.

Current CSA Board Chair Lindsay Dow also noted, “We often speak about the remarkable outcomes
our students achieve. Yet what has always distinguished this institution is something more difficult to
measure. It is the sense of home that so many students and families describe when they speak about
CSA. Itis the culture of care, accountability, and belonging that has sustained this community through
challenges and triumphs alike. It is the enduring belief that every child deserves not only an excellent

education, but also a community that sees them, supports them, and believes in their future.”

Connor said he looks forward to the opportunities that his new role at the SEED Foundation will bring.
“I will work to extend what makes Christina Seix Academy successful to many more cities as president
and CEO of the SEED Foundation,” said Connor, “ensuring that thousands more children gain access to

the education and community experience we built here.”

Connor has devoted his professional career to advocacy, access, and opportunity for students and
families with limited resources and opportunities. His research, writing, and teaching focus areas

include the educational and social success of underrepresented students, strength-based community



engagement, non-profit management, underrepresented staff recruitment and retention, and family-
based programming and engagement. Holding a Ph.D. in educational policy and management from

the University of Pennsylvania, Dr. Connor also is a graduate of Morehouse College in Atlanta, Ga.

He serves as a trustee of the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation; Centurion, one of the nation’s oldest
nonprofits that focuses on vindicating those wrongly convicted; and The New Jersey Association of
Independent Schools. He also has served as a Harber Fellow of Educational Innovation and
Entrepreneurship at Wesleyan University.

B ABOUT CHRISTINA SEIX ACADEMY

Christina Seix Academy (CSA) is an independent school and a vibrant community in Trenton, N.J.,
where more than 200 pre-K to 8th grade students from single-parent families attend classes and co-
curricular programs year-round. The school’s aim is to radically improve educational outcomes,
giving its students, who come from marginalized communities, a clear pathway to achieving their
full potential. Learn more at www.christinaseixacademy.org.

MEDIA INQUIRIES

Please reach out to Becky Taylor, strategic communications consultant to Christina Seix Academy, at
Becky@Btaylorpa.com or at 609-240-6886.



