Cell Phone Policy Survey Summary

How supportive are you of limiting student cell phone use during the school day?

3,565 responses

@ strongly Support

@ Support
Neutral

@ Oppose
@ Strongly Oppose

Do you believe limiting student use of student cell phones, personal devices, and social media
during the school day would help improve the learning environment and reduce distractions?

3,565 responses

@ Strongly Agree
@ Agree
Neutral
@ Disagree
@ Strongly Disagree

Stakeholder Group Total Supporting Highly Support /
Responses Count Support
Percentage
Staff Member at a High School 401 374 93.27%
Staff Member at a Middle School 283 263 92.93%
Staff Member at Multiple Schools or 159 132 83.02%
CES
Staff Member at an Elementary School 273 220 80.59%




Cell Phone Policy Survey Summary

Community Member (No direct 128 90 70.31%
affiliation)

Parent/Guardian of an Elementary 654 454 69.42%
Student

Parent/Guardian of a Middle School 651 400 61.44%
Student

Elementary Student 329 202 61.40%

Parent/Guardian of a High School 859 460 53.55%
Student

Middle School Student 601 195 32.45%

High School Student 817 188 23.01%

Q: The proposed policy requires students to keep their cell phones and devices in their assigned
locker/cubby from the first bell to the last bell of the school day (including lunch, recess, and passing
periods). What potential student benefits do you see resulting from this change? 3,222 responses

e Increased Focus and Reduced Distractions: A core benefit cited is the elimination of cell
phones as a major distraction, leading to students being more focused, present, and attentive in
class, which is expected to improve learning outcomes, grades, and overall academic
performance.

e Improved Social and Communication Skills: Many respondents believe the policy would
promote healthier social interactions, encouraging face-to-face communication, peer engagement,
and better social skills among students during non-instructional times like lunch and recess,
thereby reducing dependence on technology.

e Decrease in Negative Social Behaviors: The policy is anticipated to limit opportunities for
cyberbullying, social media drama, spreading rumors, and students taking or sharing unauthorized
photos and videos (including fights), resulting in a safer school environment and reduced
conflicts.

e Simplified Enforcement and Classroom Management: Placing devices in lockers/cubbies
removes the temptation for students to sneak usage and eliminates the constant need for teachers
to police phones, freeing up instructional time and reducing behavioral issues related to device
use.

e Safety and Communication Concerns (Counterpoint): A significant number of responses
express concern that removing phones entirely from students' possession, especially in today’s
climate of school incidents and emergencies (such as shootings or lockdowns), is a safety issue
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that cuts off students' primary means of contacting their parents and vice versa, particularly
during non-instructional periods.

Q: The proposed policy requires students to keep their cell phones and devices in their assigned
locker/cubby from the first bell to the last bell of the school day (including lunch, recess, and passing

periods). What potential challenges or hardships do you see resulting from this change? (3,315
responses)

The most frequently cited challenges or hardships associated with the proposed policy are:

Emergency Communication and Safety: The primary concern in many responses is the lack of
direct phone access for students during emergencies (e.g., school shootings, lockdowns),
hindering their ability to quickly contact parents, guardians, or emergency services. Many parents
view the phone as a vital safety measure.

Logistical Issues and Theft Risk: Concerns include that many students (especially in middle and
high school) do not use lockers, and that schools lack sufficient secure, lockable storage
(cubbies/lockers), increasing the risk of theft, loss, or damage to expensive personal devices.

Enforcement and Student/Parent Resistance: Implementing and consistently enforcing the
policy is viewed as a major challenge for teachers and administrators, especially given the
expectation of student pushback, defiance (e.g., sneaking devices, bringing secondary phones),
and strong opposition from parents.

Communication for Non-Emergencies: Removing access to devices throughout the day limits
parents' ability to communicate important but non-urgent information, such as changes in
transportation, after-school schedules, sports/club updates, or to check on a student's well-being
(e.g., for anxiety or illness).

Student Well-being and Dependency: Students may experience anxiety, withdrawal symptoms,

or mental distress due to being separated from their devices, especially those who rely on phones

for managing medical conditions (e.g., diabetes monitoring), controlling anxiety (e.g., listening to
music), or feeling socially secure during non-instructional periods like lunch.



