
Focused Note 
Taking

Objective 1: Utilize the Focused 
Note Taking system to effectively 
take and use notes from readings 

or instructional videos.

Objective 2: Explain how belief 
systems affect society and social 

interactions.



Focused Note-Taking
EQ: What are these 

notes about?

1. Main Idea
A. Sub-Topic

• Detail
• Detail

B. Sub-Topic
• Detail

2. Main Idea
A. Sub-Topic
B. Sub-Topic

• Detail
• Detail

● Notes are a summary of a 
lecture, reading, or 
video. It should be a 
condensed, brief 
recounting of the 
information covered.

● Notes do not need to be 
written in complete 
sentences.

● Notes are designed to  be 
review tools and should be 
read again and again to 
help commit information to  
memory

Connections:

Summary:

Historical 
Developments 
or Main 
Ideas:



Set up
● Title your page with the Article Title  or Chapter Number
● Write you name date, and period in the top right corner



Set up
● Create a column for connections (on the right) and one 

for Historical Developments (on the left)
● Write the EQ from Learning Objective

Objective 2: Explain how belief 
systems affect society and social 

interactions.



Set up

● Fill in the Historical Developments:

○ Can use Subheadings from the Chapter 
or from the Historical Developments 
Note-Taking Guide



Step 1: Take some notes!
● Read each section, taking notes that help you summarize 

the historical developments from each section of the Note-
Taking Guide. Make sure to include the historical 
developments and the key terms for each section. 



My Example



My Example



Step 2: Annotations & Connections
● Use highlighters or 

other symbols (boxing, 
underlining, 
stars/symbols) to mark 
the Historical 
Developments as they 
appear in your notes for 
quick-referencing. 



“Connections” 
You may do several 
things from the list in 
this box

Must have at least 3 
different ones per page 
- choose whatever fits 
best with that part of 
your notes! 

Main ideas Vocab words 
Questions Predictions
Reactions Drawings
Inferences Point of Interest
Opinions Significance 
Connections to other events/topics



Connections
● I chose to draw a visual, define 

a term, and write a quote used 
in the reading for my 
connections on this page. 

● Make sure to choose 3 different 
types of connections for each 
page.

● On the next page(s), you can 
repeat connection types



Step 3
summarize your notes in two to three sentences.

EQ: how does religion impact a culture? 



Final Product:








