
Science Research Learning Contract: SUMMER 2026 

 
Name: ______________________________   Today’s Date:__June 2026_ 
 

Due Date: __Friday September 4, 2026 __    Period or Time: ____TBD__ 
 

Grade level:         Sophomore (1)  Junior (2)      Senior (3) 
 

Research tasks to be completed over the summer vacation: Grade 
Yourself: 

Student has documented appropriate hours for their summer work and it includes 
detailed dates, times and descriptions of what they did: 14 hours  
You can modify the attached Excel file to keep track of your hours 

 

Part A: Read TEN (10) Sci. or Tech. related articles and complete the attached 
assignment 
These should not be Journal articles- they should be “general interest” articles that are 
meant for the public-not just researchers. The articles can be from sources like Science 
Daily, Science News, Science Digest, Time, Newsweek, Newspapers (including internet 
articles).  See the attached instructions for more details.  

 

Prepare a 5-minute verbal presentation in which you summarize the 10 articles you 
read above.  You do not need visuals (i.e. PowerPoint), but you are welcome to use 
visuals if it’s helpful for you.  Be prepared to present to the class in small groups during 
the 2nd week of school in September. 

 

Part B: Make a “contact” sheet of five (5) possible mentor/scientists who are doing 
research in your field of interest. DO NOT CONTACT THEM YET. We may reach out 
to these people during the school year for information on your topic and/or to be your 
mentor. See the attached instructions for more details. 

 

Complete the assignment “Summer Conversations with Parent”, following the 
instructions provided.  You will share your answers with Mrs. Fleming during the 2nd 
week of school in September 

 

Email Mrs. Fleming ONE (1) time over the summer with a 2-3 sentence update on 
your research progress OR any questions you have.  Email must be dated before 
August 31st. 

 

Answer the following Reflection Questions 
 

1) What specific actions (reading, data collection, brainstorming topics, skill-building, etc.) did you 
take over the summer that contributed to your research project or your growth as a researcher? 
Explain their impact. 
 

 
2) What challenges or obstacles did you encounter related to your research or academic work over 

the summer, and what did you learn from them? 
 
 
3) Based on your summer experiences, how prepared do you feel to continue or begin your research 

project, and what skills or knowledge do you still need to develop? 
 


