
Science Research Summer Research for RISING SENIORS (SUMMER 2026) 
 
Name: ______________________________    Today’s Date:__June 2026_ 
 

Due Date: __September 2, 2026 __      Period or Time: ____TBD__ 
 

Grade level:         Sophomore (1)   Junior (2)       Senior (3) 
 

Research tasks to be completed over the summer vacation: Grade 
Yourself: 

Student has documented appropriate hours for their summer work and it includes 
detailed dates, times and descriptions of what they did: 14 hours (or 90 hrs for 
SUNY Albany students) 

 

Register for SUNY Albany credits (ACAS 209-Advanced) OR write down the reason 
you did not or can not (Last day to register is 7/31/26). Instructions were provided to 
you and sent to your school email.  

 

Email Mrs. Fleming TWO (2) times over the summer with a 1 paragraph update on 
your research progress.  Once in July, once in August. (SUNY Albany students must 
email Mrs. Fleming every 2 weeks/4 times-by the following dates: 7/12/26, 7/26/26, 
8/9/26, 8/23/26. SUNY Albany work should be submitted for review). 

 

Review the Regeneron STS application and Complete all of TASKS: 1, 2, & 3. Read 
about task 4 and start thinking of who you’d like to write your recommendations. 
You should be able to screenshot a progress bar in the application that indicates 
completion. Watch these videos for help with these sections: 
https://sciencetalentsearch.smapply.org/res/p/resources/ 

 

Review the Regeneron STS application and Copy & paste the essay questions from 
TASK 10 into a Word document and begin working on your responses (you can 
copy & paste your responses into the application later). 

 

Finalize the formatting of your STS paper.  Follow the guidelines provided for you and 
use the rubric.  This will be graded and counted as Draft #1 in IC for the 1st MP.  

 

Email your mentor at least once over the summer with an update on your research 
process.  Also let them know you will be applying to several science fairs this fall 
and may need their recommendation.  If you don’t have a mentor, figure out who can 
be a temporary mentor for you (an adult who is familiar with your research project)- STS 
requires a mentor (project) recommendation! 

 

Reflection Questions 
 

1) What specific actions (reading, data collection, brainstorming topics, skill-building, etc.) did you 
take over the summer that contributed to your research project or your growth as a researcher? 
Explain their impact. 

 
2) What challenges or obstacles did you encounter related to your research or academic work over 

the summer, and what did you learn from them? 
 
3) Based on your summer experiences, how prepared do you feel to continue or begin your research 

project, and what skills or knowledge do you still need to develop? 
 
4) What are your top 2–3 specific goals for this school year in this class (academic, research 

process, or personal growth), and what steps will you take to achieve them? 

https://sciencetalentsearch.smapply.org/res/p/resources/

