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Our Story Begins: First Edition of the Baron Journey

Dear Buckeye Valley Families and
Community

It is with great school pride and a deep sense of purpose that I welcome
you to the very first edition of The Baron Journey. This newsletter is
more than just a quarterly update; it is a dedicated window into the
stories, people, and moments that define our district. At Buckeye Valley,
we believe that education is a shared journey. Our mission has always
been to provide a path where strong connections open the door to
opportunity, and The Baron Journey is designed to show you exactly
how that mission comes to life every day.

In these pages, you won't just find dates and data. You will find the "BV
Story" the spirit of our classrooms, the dedication on our athletic fields, the creativity on our stages, and
the strength of our community partnerships. We want to bring you closer to the heart of our schools,
ensuring you see the direct impact of our collective work on the lives of our students.



As we look toward the future, growing our facilities, evolving our curriculum, and strengthening our
community partnerships, we invite you to walk this path with us. Thank you for being an integral part of
the Baron family and for helping us shape a future filled with endless possibilities for every student.

Ric Stranges Superintendent
Buckeye Valley Local Schools

In this Issue:

Classroom Chronicles: Learning in Action

New Science Curriculum Materials for 26-2027

We are pleased to announce that we have officially completed our
comprehensive review process for new K-12 science curriculum
materials, a milestone that follows months of rigorous evaluation and
collaboration by our dedicated team of science educators. These final
recommendations are now moving forward to the Board of Education for
a formal vote this June, representing the final step in this adoption
process. We are excited that these inquiry-based resources, which are
fully aligned with Ohio’s Learning Standards, will be in the hands of our
students for the start of the 2026-2027 school year to empower them
with updated textbooks and online support.

New Graduation Requirements for Class of 2031 and Beyond

Buckeye Valley has officially adopted a new set of graduation requirements following a proposal by the
district’s graduation committee. The update modernizes the curriculum to emphasize technology and
college and career readiness. The most significant change is an increase in the total credits required to
graduate, moving from 21 to 22 total credits, which reflects the rigor and quality of a Buckeye Valley
Diploma.

Key Changes to Credit Requirements
The finalized plan introduces new courses designed to prepare students for a digital economy while
adding flexibility to core math pathways:

o Computer Science: Students are now required to complete 1 full credit of Computer Science.

o Freshman Seminar: A 0.5-credit Freshman Seminar for all students enrolled at BVLS during their
freshman year beginning in the fall of 2027.

o Expanded Electives: The elective requirement has been raised to 5 credits, up from 4.5.

o Math Pathways: While four math credits are still required, students now have the option to
complete "Algebra II or Equivalent," offering a more tailored approach to mathematical studies.

Students still must take 2 semesters of fine art between grades 7-12. To encourage students to enroll in
advanced art courses, the District plans to offer high school art to identified 8th-grade students beginning
with this 2027-2028 school year.

Inside BV: A Day in the Life of our Kindergarten Learners



A Glimpse Inside the Journey: Springtime at East & West

If you were to walk through the front doors of our elementary buildings
this spring, you won't just see classrooms—you’d see the "Baron
Journey" unfolding through the eyes of our youngest learners. This
spring, the halls have been filled with the sounds of discovery and the
bright lights of the stage.

Step into Buckeye Valley East, and you might find yourself in the middle
of a makeshift jungle or a deep-sea habitat. This spring, our
Kindergarten students transformed their wing of the building into a hub
of scientific discovery for the Animal Fair. There is a special kind of
magic in watching a five-year-old explain the complexities of a polar bear’s camouflage to an adult. These
moments are more than just a school project; they are the first steps in a student’s journey toward
becoming a confident researcher and communicator. The pride on their faces as they showcased their
hard work to their school community last week was a real highlight.

Meanwhile, over at Buckeye Valley West, Kindergarteners brought the building to life earlier this month
with a high-spirited musical performance of "Pete the Cat." If you caught a glimpse of rehearsals, you saw
more than just singing and dancing. You saw students learning to work as a team, mastering the courage
to speak in front of a crowd, and embracing the "Pete the Cat" philosophy: no matter what happens, you
just keep singing your song. From the first note to the final standing ovation, the performance was a
joyful reminder of the creativity that fuels our schools every day.

Whether our elementary students were "zoologists" at East or "rockstars" at West, they remind us that at
Buckeye Valley, the journey is just as exciting as the destination.
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Building for the Future: Facilities Feature

As our district continues to see enrollment growth, our commitment to
providing safe, modern learning environments has never been more
critical. To address this growth thoughtfully, Buckeye Valley is moving
forward with a strategic facility plan centered on a three-phase approach
to ensure every Baron has the space they need to succeed.

The Middle School Addition: A Critical Step
The centerpiece of our immediate action plan is the Buckeye Valley Middle School expansion. This project

is a direct response to our elementary schools reaching capacity and the need for short-term relief as we
navigate long-term growth.

« Expanded Capacity: The expansion includes a 16-classroom addition on the southwestern
corner of the middle school.



+ Elementary Size: This is essential to creating much-needed breathing room at BV East and BV

West elementaries.

+ Modern Amenities: Beyond traditional classrooms, the project is slated to include flexible
learning spaces and a competition-sized gymnasium, ensuring our facilities support our students.

Phased Planning for Long-Term Growth
While the MS addition addresses immediate crowding, our Board of Education and Facilities Committee
remains focused on a three-phase master plan:

1. Phase 1 (Immediate Relief): Utilizing current resources and the BVMS expansion to manage
the current student population and stabilize elementary class sizes.

2. Phase 2 (Intermediate Needs): Ongoing assessment of enrollment data (projected to reach
new peaks by 2032) to determine the next steps for our aging secondary facilities.

3. Phase 3 (Future Readiness): A long-term vision to modernize the High School experience and
campus infrastructure, ensuring BV remains a destination district for decades to come for all

community stakeholders.

Construction on the MS expansion is scheduled to begin soon. Our groundbreaking takes place on May
13th, and we look forward to welcoming students into these new spaces by August of 2027. We invite you
to stay engaged with our Facilities Committee as we continue to bring these vision-shaping plans together.

Learn more HERE.

The Heart of BV: Student Spotlight

Finding Home on the Stage: A Conversation with BVHS Senior,
John Fink

This spring, the Buckeye Valley High School stage was transformed into
the sands of ancient Egypt for our 2026 production of The Prince of
Egypt. At the center of this massive undertaking was senior John Fink,
whose powerful portrayal of Moses served as the emotional anchor of
the show.

For John, taking on the lead in this year’s spring musical was a great
experience and an accomplishment he is especially proud of.

“This is like nothing I have ever done before,” Fink said. “I'm on stage
the entire time, which is a little bit terrifying."

The production required months of tireless dedication from the cast and
crew.

As the curtain closes on his final spring musical, John leaves behind a legacy of excellence in the arts at
Buckeye Valley. Whether he is under the spotlights or helping the music community by being a "piano
guy", John'’s journey reminds us that when we connect through our passions, we create opportunities for

everyone to shine.

Congratulations, John, on a truly "miraculous" performance!

The Faces of BV: Meet Our Dedicated Team

The Drive Behind the Journey: Dodi Andrews
While much of the "Baron Journey" happens inside our classrooms, for many of our students, that journey
begins and ends on a big yellow bus. Leading the charge to ensure every student arrives safely and ready
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to learn is Dodi Andrews, the Buckeye Valley Transportation Supervisor.
Dodi oversees one of the most complex logistical operations in the
district. From managing bus routes that begin as early as 6:00 a.m. to
i : coordinating a fleet that serves our elementary, middle, and high
\;’J,‘ ko i schools, as well as vocational and special education routes, her role is

&y ‘ vital to the daily heartbeat of BVLS.

o ; Below is a "Leader Snapshot" of Dodi, featuring some of the fun facts
Leader Snapshot: Dodi Andrews

and leadership insights she shares about her life behind the scenes:

« Role in the District: Transportation Supervisor (The "Chief Navigator" for all things bus-related!)

o The Daily Drive: Dodi manages a tiered routing system that ensures students across our vast
district are transported efficiently, often coordinating hundreds of stops before the sun is even
fully up.

« What She Loves About BV: The "community feel." Dodi often notes that the transportation
team is often a student's first and last interaction of the school day, and she takes great pride in
making those moments positive.

o Safety First: Under her leadership, the department emphasizes that "safe, modern, and efficient"
isn't just a goal—it’s the standard for every mile driven.

+ Beyond the Bus Garage: When she isn't mapping out the most efficient routes for our Barons,
Dodi enjoys spending time with her family and remains a passionate advocate for the essential
role that bus drivers play in a child's educational experience.

"For those interested in playing an essential role in our students' education, there is no better place to
start than behind the wheel. We are always looking for dedicated people to join our Baron family!"

Next time you see a Buckeye Valley bus heading down the road, know that Dodi and her team are
working tirelessly to ensure our students' journeys are safe, supported, and successful.

The Baron Activity Beat: Student Life Beyond the Bell



Creativity Takes the Stage: Arts Feature

The arts continue to shine across our district. From
the energy of our Spring Musical to the creativity of
Art shows, the Cabaret, and band performances,
students are bringing stories to life every day. Be
sure to join us for a performance this Spring.

Interested in supporting the arts? Our Music
Boosters welcome community involvement. Contact
them at: bvmusicboosters@gmail.com
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A Season of Momentum: Athletics Update
Spring has arrived, and Baron athletes are in
action! Across middle and high school sports,
students are competing, growing, and representing
our district with pride. We invite you to join us at
an upcoming event and cheer them on. Find the
next event with the 2026 Spring MS/HS Sports
Composite.

Want to get involved? Our Athletic Boosters
welcome community involvement. Contact the BV
Athletic Boosters at: bvathleticboosters901@gmail.
com

ra' Barons By the Numbers: Transportation
Q Edition

S\
While much of the Baron Journey happens in the classroom, it begins
LSy and ends on the road. Here is a look at the massive effort it takes to

LOCAL SCHOOL

DISTRICT keep our students moving:

o 1,775 Students: The number of Barons we safely transport to and
from school every single day.

e 206+ Miles Daily: The distance our fleet covers every day—roughly
the distance from Delaware to Cincinnati and back!
e 4,700 Gallons: The approximate amount of fuel used each week

| during the school year to keep our routes running.

o 35 Dedicated Drivers: The hardworking team members who get our
students to and from school every day.

e 465+ Extra Events: In addition to daily routes, our team will provide

transportation for over 465 athletic and extracurricular trips this year alone.

Did You Know? Buckeye Valley is the 7th largest district in the state by square miles, making our
Transportation Department's daily coordination a massive feat!
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Our Community: Bridging the Journey

Strong schools are supported by strong communities. This quarter, we're .
proud to highlight Neighborhood Bridges and the powerful role it plays ne :
in connecting resources to students and families in need. It's a b I
partnership that shows what can happen when a community comes r

together with purpose.
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How It Works

When a need arises in our district, whether it's a student in need of a
winter coat or a new pair of shoes, our school advocates, including
counselors, teachers, and principals, step in to help. They share the
need with our volunteer area directors, who then post it to our website,
email our community subscribers, and share it across social media; all
needs are anonymous. b ™
From there, our community responds. Some choose to purchase items supscri e
directly, while others contribute financially to help meet the need. Our to our emalls
advocates then ensure those resources are delivered to the student or
family.

This partnership has already made a meaningful impact. We've created Amazon wish lists to support
nurse stations and local food pantries, and since launching in August 2025, our community has
consistently stepped up in generous and inspiring ways.

Want to get involved?

Subscribe to our emails here to stay informed about current needs in our district and learn how you can
help.

You can also follow us on social media, Facebook and Instagram, to see real-time updates and
opportunities to make a difference.

Questions email the team at buckeyevalley@neighborhoodbridges.org

Join the Journey: Important Dates & Stay Connected

mmmmmmm The Baron Journey is a path we walk together. Whether you are

‘ cheering from the sidelines of an athletic event, applauding a
performance, or contributing your voice to a planning session, your
presence is the heartbeat of our community partnership. We invite you
; to join the journey.

s WEDNESDAY, MAY 13TH 5:30 PM

Upcoming Dates

+ May 13: Join us for the Groundbreaking Ceremony for the Middle School

Groundbreaking at 5:30 p.m., followed by the May Board of Education Meeting.
+ May 20: Baron Award of Excellence Banquet

May 22: BVHS Commencement
« May 28: The last day of school for students as we head into summer break.
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Stay Informed: Keep an eye on our District Calendar and the 2026-2027 Academic Calendar for more
community forums and school activities.

Get Involved: Our story is best told when we are all connected. Here is how you can stay in the loop
and help shape the future of Buckeye Valley:

« Visit Our Digital Hub: For the latest news and detailed facilities updates, visit www.mybvls.org.

+ Follow the Story: Catch highlights and student success stories by following our official social
media handles.

o Shape Our Future: We are looking for community members to join the Facilities Committee.
Your input is vital as we design the learning environments of tomorrow.

o Your Direct Link: Ensure you never miss an update by creating your ParentSquare
account. Register HERE to stay connected to district events and happenings.
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