AP European History
Summer Reading and Assighments

Mr. Lomeo

The Middle Ages

1. Florence: Out of Darkness. This podcast gives an excellent introduction to the
transition out of the Middle Ages.
https://rockyruggiero.com/episode-10-florence-out-of-darkness/

2. "The Road of Death and Destruction," in Peter Frankopan, The Silk Roads.: This
excerpt discusses the Bubonic Plague and its impact on Europe.

3. "Lutherans L.ong Before Luther," in Thomas Cahill, Heretics and Heroes. Thomas
Cahill.Let the highlighting guide you as to what is important to know from this excerpt.

The Renaissance and Reformation

Each of these articles does an excelient job of setting the scene for the time period. We
will read more about Machiavelli and Luther in our first units, and these introductions are
very helpful.

4, "How Jacques Coeur Made His Fortune"

5. "Machiavelli: Would You Buy a Used Car from This Man?"
8. "Where Columbus was Coming From"

7. "Luther: Giant of His Time and Ours"

Mapping

Familiarize yourself with European geography. Europe's borders, as we will discuss, are
not and have never been static. Print quizzes and bring them with you to class. (this is
not a graded quiz)

8. European countries quiz: hitps://www.sporcle.com/games/g/europe
9, European capitals quiz: hitps://www.sporcle.com/games/g/europecapitals;
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a.»wﬁ.d&.: financial credit in China thin had beer introducid Before Gengly, -4
Klian's tiine, including the introduction of bills of exchange and the vge of
paper ﬁ:omcmu;grmoﬁn&. and improved by the Mongais. the effert vas 35,.,".‘
fiberaticn af ena m.sozmm amounts of siiver into the monetary systens ag ey,
forms af credil. nu:m:n,ﬂ.ﬁ.,“_.__n availability of the precious metal suddenyy ::
soared —causing a mesjor Coxrection in ity walue againg gold. In pars of .
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Europg, the value of silver plunged, fosing meie than half its value baweeq
1350 and 3338.% In London alone, the tugge insilver supply allowid the o] #

e (- . -] s o | .u.u.f -t . . . _w a. .
mint to raore than quadruple sutput beivepnt 1278 wird 1279 alone, Prodie.
tiorr rose charply across Asia too. In the steppes as well, coin prodnsan

took off as rulers of the Golden Harde began o stiike coins in large g:-anii.
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lies.* New regions were stimulated ton. lapan, which mw&, relied heavsy on _
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The most important effect that the Mongol conguests lad on the wansfor- |

mation of Europe, however, did not come fram trade o warfare, culture or
currency. Il was not just ferocious warriors, goods, precious metals, ideas
and fashions that owed through ihe arteries cannecting the world. In facl
sormeihing else entirely that entered the bieodsiveas had an even move rad-
ical invpact: disease. An cutbreak of plagve surged thraugh Asia, Furope and
Africa threatening to annihiiate millions. The Mongols had nol destroye
the world, but it seemed quite nossible that the Black Death would,

As well as being home Lo fivestock and nomads far thousands of years,
the Eurasian steppe also forms ane of the wodld's great plague basins, with
a string of linked foci stretching from ihe Black Sca a5 far as Manchuria,
The ecological conditions of arid and s=mi-arid landscape fend themselves
perfectly to the spread of the bacterium Yersizda pesris thal is ransmit-
ted frorn ane host to another principaily by fleas throngh hlood feeding,
Plague was spread most effectively and guickly by radent hests such ss

rais, although camels could zlse become iifected and play an important
role in its transmission—ay gescarch closely linked 1o the Soviet Uninn's
biological-warfare programme during the Cold War period showed.*
Although plagus can be spread by consuming or handling host issues or
by inhaling infected materials, transmission to hurnans 5 most conmmionly
etfected by fleas vomiting bacilli inta the bloodsiream before feeding, or by
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bacilli in their faeces contaminaling abrasions in the skin. Badilk are then
carried to the iymph nodes. stich a¢ in the armpit or the groin, multisiying
rapidly to causc swellings or buboes that Boccaccio, who Jived through the
plague, described as growing as Jarge a5 an apple, or (he size of an egg “more
or legs™ Qiher urgans are then jnfected in tuym; haemorrhaging caoses
internza! bleeding and the distincrive blacle bags of pus wnd blood that make
the disease as visually tereifying as & Is lethal.

Modern investigation Into Yersinida pestis and plague has nmade clear the
crciat role played by environmental faciors to the enzootic cycle, where
seemingly insignificant changes can transform the disease fron: being local-
ized 2nd contzinable to sureadsble on a large seate. Small differentials in
temperature and precipitaiion, for example, can dramatically change the
repruductive cycles of feas crucial Lo the development cycle of the bacte-
rizin iiself, as well ae the behavinue of their rodent hosts.™ A pacent study
that assumed an increase of just one degres in temperature sugeested that
this could lead to 3 5o per cent increase it plague prevalence in ths grest
gerbil, the primary hiost vodent of the steppe envirenment.”

Although itis not clear preciscly where the ultimate origin of the disease
of the mid-fourteenth century lay, plague spread rapidly in the 13405 as the
outbrezk moved out of the steppes through Europe, fran, the Middle Easi,
Egypt and the Arabian peainsula,* It really 100k hold in 1346 when what aa
ligliats conteruporary described as “a mysterious illness that brought sud-
den-death” began o sweepr through the Golden Horde by the Black Sea. 8
Mangol sty laying siege to the Genoese, trading post of Caffs following
a dispute about trade ierms was annihilated by illness that kilied “thou-
sands and thousands cvery day;” according o une commentator. BefGre
withdrawiig, however, “they ordered corpses ta be placed in catapults and
fobbed itsgn the city in the hope that the intolerabie stench would kill every-
ane inside” Rather ihan being overwhelmed by the smell, it was the highly
contagious disease that caught hold. Unknowingly, ibe Mongols had Luraed
i¢ biological warfare io defeat their enemy.*

*+  The trading routes that connected Eurape 10 the rest of the world awe
became lethal highways for the sransmission of the Black Death. in 1347, the
disease resched Constzntinople and then Genoa, Veirice and the hMediter-
ranean, brought by traders and merchants flecing home. By the time the
poptlalion of Messina in Sicily realised there was something wrohg with
the Genoese who bad put in, arriving covered with buils, vomiting inces-
santly and roughing up Blood before dying, it was already oo late: although
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the Genoese galleys were expelied, the dise
population’”

¢ taak hold and devastuied the
il spread rapidly northwards, reaching the cities of northern France and
Bavarie by the middie of 1348, By that tme. shi qmwaﬂ:& it 12 OIS in Brit-
ain had alveady browght “the fvst pestilence . | | varried by merchants 2nd
sailors ™ So many began Lo die acrose towns and villages in England ﬁ:mﬂ
the Pope in “his clemency granted o plerary indulgencs fos confiessed sing
According 10 one conrternporary estinuie, scarce] v,
survived; several soarces report that so many p
encugh peopie to bury the deac’

# wenth of the populativn
risheid that ihere ware no
Listead of bringing goods and valuabies, ships criss-crossing Ure fdedi-

(414

werrancan beought demih and devasiation. infection was noi snly spicae
by contact wilh plague victims or by the rats which were always & leature
of maritime travel: even the gaods in the hold turned into lethal cargoes
us feas infested furs and food Cestined for maintand Eurspe a5 weli as for
prty in Bgypl, the Levant and Cyprus, where the first victims tercled 0
be infants and the young. Soon the disease had been transmitted along the
carnvan roule 1o reach Meccy, silling scores of pilgrims and scholars and
provoking serious soub searchting: the Pruphiel Mubammad bad supposedly
promised ihat the plague which ravaged Mesepotamia in the seventh cen-
tary would never enter the holy cities of Islam. %
in Uamagcus, wrole 1bn wl-Wardi, the playue “sat like a king on a throne
and swayed with power., killing daily onc thowsand or tore aad decimmar-
g the population™ The roads between Cairo and Palestine were filered
with the badies of victims, while dogs tore at Lhe corpses pilad up against
the walls of mosques in Bilbais. In the Asyut region of Upper Cpyot mean-
while, the number of tuxpayers fell from 8,000 before the Black Deaih 1o
just 10— fall of 44 per cenl.®
Although sach population conlractions may alse reflect peaple flewing
their Fremes, there can be linde doubt that tize death wll was enormous. “All
the wisdem und ingenuity of man” was poweriess to prevent the spread
of disense, wrote Boceaccio, the ltalian humanist schotar, in his inroducs
tinn w the Decameron; in the space of three months, he noted, more 1han
106,000 fost their fives in Florence alonc.™ Venice was all bot depopulated:
accounts agreed that no fess than three-quartess of s citizens died during
the outbreak.> ) .
To inany, it seemed to signal the end of the world. In Ireland, one Fran-
ciscan monk concluded his acco 1t of the ravages caused by plague by leav-
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g, blank space “for continuing [niy] work, in case anyone should still be
mm,., o thie firture " There wag a sense of impending apocalypse: in Fraoce

chronicless reported that it “rained frogs, snakes, lizards, scorpions and
rieny other sivnilar poisonces animals” There were signs from the sky thal
made God’s dispieasure clear: enormous hailstones struck the eacth, killing
people by the dozen, while towss and villages burnt down atter being set
ablazz by thunderbolts that produced “stinking smoke™

Sorne, kike the King of England, Edward 1H, turned to fasting and
prayer, with Edward ordering his bishops to follow suit. Arabic hendbooks
wvitien around 1356 provided guides for the Mustim fzithful to do much
the same, advising that saying a specific prayer eleven times would help,
and that chanting verses relating to the life of Muhammad would provide
protection from boils. In Rome, solemn processions were held where the
peniient and fearful marched barefocrt in hair-shirts, Hageltating themselves
i show contrition for thelr sing.™ ’

These were among the least creative efforts to appease God's wrath.
pyoid sex and “every fieshly lust with women,” urged one priest in Sweded,
and for that matter also do not bathe, and avoid the south wind—at least
unrl funeh tiree. If ehis was a case of hoping for the best, then 4 counterpare
in Engtand was at least rather more direct: womnen should wear different
clothes, urged one English priest, for thelr own sake, as well as that of every-
one else. The outlandish and revealing outfits they had got nsed to sporting
were mmm@w asking for divine pusishment. The trouble had started when

“they began to wear useless little hoods, laced and butoned so ﬂ.m_.:-w af
the throat that they only covered the shoulders.” That wes not all, for *
addition, they wore paltols, extremely short garments . .. which w&nm 18}
conceal their arses or their private parts.” Apart from anything ¢lse, “these
misshapen and tight clothes did not atlow them to kneel to Ged or to the
other sainds”

"Wild rumours cireudated in Germany that the discase was not natural,
but the resulr of Jews poisoning wells and rivers. Vicious pogroms were
carried oni, with one 2ccount yeporting how “all the Jews berween Cologre
and Austria® were rounded up znd burnt slive, So bad were the outbreaks
of ani-Semilisa that the Pope intervened, issuing proclamations forbid-
ding any viotert action againsi the Jewish populations in any Christian
counry, and demanding ihat their goods and assets be left unmolested
whether this was effective or not was another matter, It was not the first
time, after all, that fear of disaster, hardship and excessive religious our-
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pourings resulted in ihe widespread saughter of the lewish minerity &,
Cermany: there had been errible suifering in the Rhinelands at the lime of
the First Crosade when circantstances were not dissimilar, it wis dangeross
iz have dilfereat beliele a (fanes of (risis.

Europs lust at feast one- third ol its popeladion w Uie plagug, andd per-
haps ruch more, with conservative sstimates of the nunmber of dead placed
somewhere grouned e 25 million mark in an wssnngd tomt pupuliiion
of 75 million.™ Work on more secant enidemics of plague bas also dem-
onstrated thal dueing large outhreaks small villages and rural aveas repont
fnuch bigher kevels uf demb than Gtics. 1tseems thar e key determinun of
spreatling plague is nor the-density of the human papubation fas had vsy.
ally been \lwught) b thae of eat cofenies, The diseuse dues nol spresd any
Awire quickly in a packed whban civiconment where there are nore house-
holds per infecied rodern coluny than in the wuniryside. Escaping from
chties ard fowns lor the countryside did not ia fact increase one's chunces
of cheating death ® Frogy feld (0 firm and city e village, Lhe Black Death
céeased hell on carth: putrd, ratting hodies, aqzing with pus, sel
vackground of fear, anyiely and disbelicl at the scrle b sufiering,

The effeis were erushing, *Gur hopes for e future have been liesried
elongside our friends,” wrote the [tk poct Petrarch, Plans and ambitians
tor further discovery ui the cast

dgaInst 3

and for fortuses 10 be made were tver-
shadowed by darker thoughs. The only consoledion, Petrarch weat on, was
the knowledge “that we shall foliew those who went before, I do not know
haw Tong we will have to wait, bui | know it cannot be very long” Al the
riches of the Indian Ocean, rhe {oaspian or the

Black Yea, he wrole, could
ot raalke up for what had been Swept w3

And yel, despiie the horror it caused, the pligue turned cut o be the cot

TRl
lvst for sociai and econornic chasge that was so profound that far fram
rrarling the dewrh of Burape, it served as its making, The transformatiun

provided an important pillar in the rise—and the triumph—of the west. it
dist 50 in several phases.

First was the top-to-botiom r2canfiguration of Low
social structures fanetioned. Chroric depopulstion in the wake of the Black
Death had the elfect of sharply increasing wages because of the accentugied
value of tabour. S6 many died before the plague fually began 1o peier aut in
the early 13508 that one source noied o “shorlage ol servants, craftsimen, and

workmen, and agricultiral workers and kbourers” This gave considerable
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negitiating powers W those who had previously been at the lower end of
the sociaf and cconomic specirum. Some simply “turned theiy noses up at
employment, and could scarcely be persuaded to serve the eminent urless
for tripte wages.™* “This was hardly an exaggeration: empiricat data shows
thal urban wages rose dramatically in the decades after the Black Death.%
The empowerment of the peasaniry, of labourers and of women was
matchied by 4 wealiening of the propertied classes, as landlords were forced
into accepting lower rents for their holdings—deciding it was berter to
receive some revepue than nothing at all. Lower vents, fower obligacions
and longer leasey ull had the effect of Ghing power and benafits towards the
peasanry @nd vrban tenants. This was further enhanced by a fall in iner-
est raves, which declined noticeably across Europe in the fourteenth and
fiflcentl centuries,® .
The results were remarkable. With weaith now more evenly disirib-
uted through society, demand for hnxury goods—iraported or otherwise—
soared as a result of more consumers being able to purchase items that had
previousty been unatfordable.® Spending patterns were affected by other
demographic changes that she plague had produced, norably the shift in
favour of the working voung, who were best placed to 1ake advantage of
flew opportunitics opening up before them, Already less disposed to saviag
because of their close shave with death, the new up-and-coming generation,
better paid than (heir parents and with better prospects {or the Future, set
about spending their wealth on things they were interested in—not least of
which was fashion.” This in turn stimulaled investment in and the rapid
development of 4 European rexrile industry thar began 1o turn our fabrice
in such vohuae that they had a major impact an Lhe trade in Alevendria as
mports fell strarply. Eurape even began 1o exportin the oppuosite direction
100, flooding the market in the Middle East and causing a painful conirac-
lion thal stwod in direct conurast to the invigorated CCOnOmYy [0 the west.”
As recent research based on skeletal remains in graveyards in London
demonstraces, the rise in wealth led to better diels and o betier general
health. Indeed, statistical modelling based on these results even sGggests
thar ene of the effecis of the plague was a substantial improvernent in life
expectancy. London’s post-plague population was considerably healtlvier
than il biad been before the Black Death struck—raising life expectancy
sharply.™
Heonomic and social development did ot accur evenly across Europe,
Change took place most rapidly in the north and the north-west of the cou-
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tinent, partly because this region was starting from a lower economic paint
than the more developed south. This mewed that the fgerests of fandlord
anit tenant were more clossly alignec and therefore more likely to end m
colisboration: and i sohztons thet suited both parties™ it was alsc signifi-
cant, however, that the citizs it: the north did not carry the same tdeoiogical
and political baggege as matiy of those in the Medilerranear. Ceniuvies of
reuional and long-term commerce bad created inshorions such o guilds
that controlled competition anid were designed to hand monaepefistic posi-
tions 1 defined groups of mdividuals. Northern Burope, by contrast, began
16 boom precisely becense competizion was nol rastricted—causing uwban-
isativn and economic growth to happern at @ warkedly fster rate than in
the south,”

Diffaren behavicarst profiles also smexged across different parts of
Europe, In Haly, for exarmple, women were either less temapted or were less
able o enter the lebowty markets, and continued to marry atthesameage ard
10 have 2s teany children as bafore the dotbreak of piague. This contrasted
sharply with the sipsation in the northern countlees, where the demnographis
coniraction gave worng the chance to become wage-Carners. Oz effect of
thi was 10 caisé the age at which women tended o ger warried—which in
1urn had longer-tersm implications for Rundy gizes.Dron't hartle imta mar-

.riags ©0n sobn,” advised Anpa Bijas ia a poem written in the Low Countyies,
for “ong who earns her hoard.znd clothés shouldn’s scurry 1o sulfes & man's
rod . . . Theugh wedlock T do not decry; anyoked s best! Happy the woman
without 2 meat™

The transformarions triggered by the Black Death laid foundations
that were 1o prove crucial for the long-texm rise of north-westers Yurope.
Alhough the effects of the divergence petween parts of Burope would take
finte 1o evolve, the systernic flexibility, the apenness to compesition and,
pértaps tost Emportantly of ail, the sense of avearenéss in the north that,
geograplly counied against ther and thal 4 sieng work athic was requirsd
in order to wuen & profit, 2ll Taid the basis for the later teapsformation of the
furopean economies i the enrly modern period. As moderrn yesearch s
inczeasinaly making cleay, the roots of the industrial reveintion of the eigh-
teenth century lay i the ndusirious revotution of the post-plague world:
as preductivity ross, aspivations were cast upvards and levels of .a_.mmwcw»@_w
wealth increased along with opporwanities to spend o7

As the bodies were finally baried znd the Black Death faded io becomce
2 hoerific memory (periodically brought w life by cyclical secondary oui-
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préaks), soutbern Rarope underwent change too. [n the 13705, the Ganoese
(riedt o take advantage of the terrible effect that plague had had on Veuice,
where suffering had beea particularly acute, and attenipied to wrest <o
trol of the Adriatic. The gamble backfired spectacularly: unable to deltver
4 decisive blow, Genoa found itset suddenly vversiretched and vulnerable.
One by one, the appendages that the city-state had zdded over genecations
linking the city to the Middle Bast, the Black $ea and North Africa were
piclked off by rivals. Genoa's loss was Venice's gainl.

Frecd from the attentions of ils lopg-term com petitor, Venice now
sared as life returnad to normai, exerdng 4 vise-Tike grip over the spice
trade. Pepper, ginger, fUliney and cloves were imporied in increasing quan-
tities, above all vie Alexandria. On average, Venetian ships were bringing
ack over 400 tons of pepper ber year from Bgypt, as well as shipping con-
siderable volumes fram the Levant. By the late fiftcenth century, neath
5 million pounds of spices were passing through Venice each year to be gold
o at handsome profits elsewhere, where they were vsed in food, medicine
and cosmetics.” .

11 also seems to have been the mein point of entry for pigments used
tn m.mmﬂnzmm.. Ofien referred to collectively as “oltremare de venecia” (Vene-
tian goods from overseas), these included verdigris (literally, green from
Grecce), vermition, fenmgreek, lead-tin yellow, bune black and a gold sub-
sute known as purpurinus or MOSalc gold. The most famous and dis-
ginctive, however, was the rich blue thal came from lapis lazuli, mined in
Central Asia. The golden age of European art—of Fra Angelico and Piero
della Francesca in the fifteenth century, and then of artists like Michelan-
peto, Leonardo da Vingi, Raphael and Titian—owed much tc their ability
10 use cololrs drawn from pigements that were parl of the exiension of con-
tacts with Asia on the one hand and rising levels of disposable wealth to pay
for themn on the other.”

Trade maissions to the east were so Jucrative that ihe republic auctioned
ther off in advance, guaranieeing payments while devolving wmarket, trans-
purt and political risks to the successful bidder, As one Venetian put it
proudly, galleys set off from the city in afl directions—10 the coast of Afvica,
1o Beirut and Alexandria, w the Greek Iands, 0 be south of France and
to Flanders. Such wealth flowed into the city that palozzi shot up in value,

especially in the best locatiols near the Rialto and St. Mazk’s cathedral.
With Tand rare and expensive, new technigues were used in the construc-
ian of buildings, such as replacing spectaculer but indulgent double couet-
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yard staircases with smaller stairwells that requived less space. Nevariheless,
said one proud Venetan, even normal merctants' houses were favishly
appoinied with gitded cuilings, marble staircases, balconies and windows
fiuted with the Rnest ghass from rearby Murano. Venice was the distritaaion
point for European, Afiican 2nd Asian trade par excellence—and hed the
Lrappings W show it” )

1t was noi just Venice that 8ourished. So too did the towns dotled along
the Dalmatian coast which served as stopping poins og the outbound and
inbound jowmeys. Ragusa, madern Dubrovaik, saw extraordinary levels
of prosperity i the fourteenth and fificerh centuries. Disposzble waalth
quedrupled between 1300 and 1450, spiralling up so guickly that 2 cap o
dowries was erforced 1o stop payments that wee rising vapidly; the city
was 50 awash with cash that steps were taken partially to abolish slavery: in
times of such plenty, it seerned wreng to hold fellow humans in Londage
and not to pay them (or their work.™ Like Venice, Ragusa was busy building
its own ading aerwork, developing exiensive contzets with Spain, Tialy,
Bulgazia and even India, where e colony was established in Gox, centred on
ihe church of St. Blaise, Ragusa’s patron saint ™

Many parts of Asia saw & similar surge in growth and ambition. Busifiess
boored in southern india as trade with Chiina built up alongside that from
the Persian Gulf and fucther afield. Guilds sprang up to ensure security and
quality controls, but also to create 2 monopoly that cbstructed the rise of
tocal competition. These guilds concentrated money and influence in the
fhands of = self-selecting group who rnaintained a dominant position on the
Malabar coast and in Sri Lanka.* Under this system, commercial relations
were formatised to ensure hunsactions were done efficiently and fairly.
Accosding to an account written by the Chinese traveller Ma Huan in the
early fificenth century, prices between buyer and seller were set by a broker;
all taxes and duties were calcutated and had o be paid in advance before
goods were released and shipped. This aade for good tong-term trading
prospects: “the peaple there are very homest and rustworthy,” Ma Huan
added.®

That was the theory, at any cete. In'faci, the towns on the southern
coast of India did not operate in 2 vacurm, and conrpeted with cach other
fercety. Cochin emerged as a rival to Calicut in the fifteenth century after
an apgressively competitive tax regine succeeded in attracting consideralbile
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At

tn che cleventh cenrary, we fusd the Old French poees, the

authors of The Song of Roland snd otber stirring diansons de prsic,
who employ rhyme as » mateer of course, as do the jingly Latn
writers of Gennany in such twelfth-century collecuons as the Cor-

wmina Buane. tn the rirteenth cencury, in dhe jolly, singsong Latin

hyrms of such writers as Thomas Aquinas {who was no duubr rk-
ing a day off from weightier pursnic), rhyming rook a definiwe place
in church ceremony, Thence ic raveled 2asily 1o ull the emerging,
European vernacitlars, useiud in giving shape w borh song and spo-
ken poersy. Medieval playfulness had won s pernraizent VICLOTY Over
classical digniry.

Ruc we should never minimize the importnce of rhyme
4 mueonic device, especially useful to boeh street monger and
preacher (or, in more madern 1nies, o politicians) who want their
spoken message to stick permanemly in che nunds of their histen-
ers. And it was in his guise that a single rhyme brought abouc a

ek pm wt vt — ek

la=fourteenth-century rebellion that would reverberare chrough

=Nt FLLER S AL

all of subseguent Buropean history.

Vehen Adanr dalf sied Bove spat.™
L XN

Who tas thasor a gensilmati -

This was the question John Ball pur to s many audiences. Ball
was an English priest, and his question was posed perfecdy iu the
English of his day. “Dalf” is the original past tense of the verb
“delve” (or digh “span™ is the otiginal past rense of the verb “spi.”
S0, when Adun aud Eve, expelled from the Garden of Eden, weye
the only humans on eurth, wiling away at ther various rasks, who
stood on the sidelines ar leisare? Why, no one. In the origiual order

s

of chix fm...mumn: world, decreed by God bimself. there were only labor-
iel 2t 2l the necessary obligadions impased on human

ars. who ol
beings. There was then no leisured class, no gendlefolk whose privi-
lege it was to observe the laborers and idly profit from their ditch
digging and clach spinaing 2nd afl the rest of the work that was
their st in life,

Thbe oaly conclusion to be drawn was thar the pobilicy, those

who lived ofl the honest sweat of others, were not only unnecessary

par 3 thwarting of che will of the Almighey, an vudoing of Cod’s
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own plan. To an English peasant of 1381, ¢his struck home, an
amazing, unforgettable, unassailable idea. [f1 weren® for the back-
drop of judeo-Christian theologicul balief, the reasoning might
have come straight out of Karl Mars: the members of the leisurad

class were no better than leeches, sucking the bload of decent
ing men and women!

work-

Contentporary chronicles, written by cletics, who were em-
ploved by nobles and bishops, ave all against Ball, so much so 1hat
It is impossible 1o separate fact from fction in cheir accounts. Ball.
they say, wasa “hedge priest.” a self-ordained preacher without par-
ishi or ather normal clerical posi. He wandered fom town fG town,
barefoot and stiveing up trouble. He preached not in churches bur
in the open on village greens. He had been excommunicared for
his opinions, and the English had al} been forbidden to hear him
preach-—forbidden by competent ecclesiasrical authority. Bue sl
the ignorant and walettered came to learn what they might from
“the mad priest of Kent,” a5 the Freneh chronicler Fraiss:
wemptnausty called him.

L COR-

However despicable and upwelcome 8ajl may have appeared
to his beteers. co the peasauc farmers —the so—calied villeins or serfr
in bundage to their local lord, who had the right to exuract unpaid
service—he was a truth teller: and the few sentences of Ball’s thav
have survived only confivm his powerful—and long-echoing—-
eloguence: “From the beginning alf wea were created equal [enipha-
sis mine] by narure, and . | . servitude had been ntroduced by the

——

unjust and evil oppréssion of men, against the will of God, who.
if ic had pleased him o create serfs, surely in the beginning of the
world would have appointed who should be o sex(2nd whe 5 lord.”

As the national economies ot Enrope had experienced consider-
uble growth, the gulf between the world of peasants and servants
and the world of lards znd vishops grew jmnense, In many places,
peasants toiled incessantly, searved in lean times, died young, and
saw many of their children die. as they had always done. They
had few pleasures, fewer recrearions. The lords and Iadies, however,
and their derical equals had managed o nake for themselves ¥
new world of pleasure, When Boceaccio’s ..ﬂ:._,:.m,..mawm...* storyre}l-
ers reach their destination in the countryside. they find the grounds

£

abundant in different kinds of shrubs 2ud Lrees, rich in oveen fo-
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Hage, U the stanmit of # hitl was a great country :o:ma.. built around
« fine and lirge inner courivard and containing loggias, halls, and
bedroums, m_.:f:_.:_n.: perfectly proportioned and marvelously dec-
orated with depictions of guy scenes. Surrounding the house were
glorious meadows and gardens and wells of fresh warer and cellars
stocked with precious Wines. 1more suited to Em:ma?vrawu than
well-behaved, respectable young ladies. And the party discovered,
to no liwde delight. chat the pirce had been cleaned from op 1o
boiton, 2l che beds made, fresh and seasonal flowers m,..nJ:a..._#.«n.
and chie floors strewn with iushes.” Thavugh hardworking seris mm&
servants are scarcely winded o in such airy deseriptions. their solid,
loyal, czsential presence undergirds evervehing. ]

* Whether or not, =5 the chroniclers repart, Joltn Ball encouraged
the peasants-—at a great assembly 2t Biackheath, near GMnn:ﬁ..WMr[E
assassinate al) the chicllords and kill ull their lawyers, rast throngs
of rebels enrered the city of' London, including an army from Kent

ted by Wae Tvler (whose name is permanently altixed to this insur-
-c b
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vection, known as War Tyler's Rebellion) and an army from Essex

S e Lt

] 2 =3 Jd
led by the priest juck. Straw. They commandeered the Tower and

beheaded Siman of Sudbury, the antipacheue archbishop of Can-
qmmwm,umﬂ&cmm name was associated with an unjust poll tax leveled

against the peasants. They beheaded several other Canterbury cler-
=y 7

e T el I

: ? .-
ics and even execated Richard of Wallingford, nucle to Kigg Rick
ard 1, who wasthen a boy of fourteen and casily led by his cldeys.

e ey -, .

-0 5 ichard ureed
When the rebels instsced on meetng with Richard. he agree

e e— e e ——

wra o oay SO

and et with them at Mile Rod, where he

vromised to address their grievances. This - "= 0

WIS i FLse, _HOJ_f.‘m:.m_... _‘_.—m VELY h:n,unn .n_uw... Falw 1@ mie, pavt ol e ...1..:_.3“

E\ T ifad ) dradainlul waisc haraetenizations
3% WO 3R ad o h_ﬂmn: m..a.. nTﬁ 1l

c-m_..l.mvwﬂh .\OEun:Ln WL.:H.N ) }

~ A of the peasanory by the

Lors Mayor of Landon, with assistance

R educated classes. It s al
from one of the _nmzmm.um WBWMH.:.? i Rach- ot with the consperatos it

arl's presence. Cinee the armies. charmed  exhorration of __ vick the
e P salim o Burchet o Shakvspearys
by rhe boy king, had disbanded. Richard Hoany 11, Pt e et

went back un Ios word. Jack St Was e e do, lecs kit ail

f...ll!ll...lh g
beheaded, and Jobo Ball was hanged and,  de lawyees! ;
= = rm— Gumomstraty thy sappose
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while seill aliwe, d awh {that is, cut down, el o e wallns, T
castrated and disemboweled, bis organs Gk i bardly 2

. . ' L
Lyrmmed white he warchedd  decanitated.  faeof peas

—ulsp vyed e
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and quarteved, his guarcers and severed head sene for display to five

§
serongholds of cebellion: 2 reminders of Wic face thae awaited rebels.
When z respectful depatation of peasants leeer begged che king o

Rt
fwifill his prowises, Richard wounld dismiss thent wich the words
“Villeins ye are still and vilteins ye shall renain ™
Behind this rebetlion and others like ic in continental Burope.
T —— LI

especially in France, Jay a grese econonde shift thar had occurred

as 3 result of the Black Death. Bucawse there were far fewer people,
there was 0o longer auy reason for serilom. Without are ficis] legal

constraints, anyone could make 2 good living, because there were
so 1any jobs o b done gnd so fiaw g de them. So the lards of
the English manors had gor Rickerd’s srandfither and predeces~
sor, Edward [{E, o praclaim the Starote of Laboueers, pecording i
which landowners could summon as many laborers ds they needed

- —— ———t e g

and pay them 1o bettec wases than what they'd received before the

- e i a

plague. Despite my earlier reference to Karl Marx, 2 better way to

understand the peasant nnrest of this period may be to think uf it

in terms of our so-called free-marked ceoiiomy, Whar the pensangs
waneed was 3 marker it which they could ger whatever price 3 Cus-

Lomer was willing 1o pay, so long as each provider of labor could be .

free und uncenserained in seriking bis bargain. Though e prasanes
lase chis bartle, there could no longer be any doubt that they would
eventually win the war.

- We know the punishment riven jolin Ball was one ceserved
i high teeasén, sof hixesy. Convicted hietetics were not ._m.u._m.nz.
drawn, and quartered but burned ro deaeh. T'he vebellion initaced

et TS

by the preaching ol Ball would, nosctheless, resule eventusal ly ti not

a [ew cenvictions for heresy and subsequent incinerations. T hiee
sspecially should be considered.

Behind Bull starids what many of hix wellupliced conteniporaries
ok o be a barger conspiracy, that of dhe Lollards, wheo probabiy
gor thelr name rom their supposedly mﬂﬂﬂw&:ﬁ_ﬁ%mwnﬁn_w
(They were chougl e muter or mamble “lafidull” or “oil-loll”
as if their ongues were slow.) For slow-writced, slow-speaking doll-
ards, however, their ideas were nuany and keen. Chuschmen, they
thoughr, should be poor like Cheist and prohibited fram secruin

bt
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personal wealth, Wealthy church _propestics should be msed. The
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endless hubbub aboue the nacure of Chris's presence 1o fhe elo-
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mems of cthe Bucharise was excessive: nu one really knew whether
it was symbolic or veal, aud, if real, in what way. Far too much was
nvude of images and relics o churches, which hardly deserved the
reverence accorded them. Let’s stop paying clergy for prayers for
the dead, which bepefit only the rich, All the dead, as well as all
dhe living, shontd be prayed for equally. Church cereimony should
be simplificd and the focus pur on reading the Scriprares, which

need to be translated into loc:] languages, so thal everyone may
understand them. There 15 nothing special abour ordained priescs;
every Christian s u priest. Priests have no special power to forgive
sins and should not be expecred 1o be celibate. Nonetheless, orficial
churchmen should not concern themselves with secular martcers,
which are none of thetr business. War is wrong, as is capiral ponish-
raent and che taking of cachs. .

There were probzbly addicional raoees held by various groups of
Lallards. Soon enough, they had ro meer in seeret, and it becormnes
harder o track their beliefs. That John Ball was o Lollard seems
indisputable; so was Sir john Oldeasde, boon companion of Prince
Hal (ue day co veign as King Henry V) and model for Shakespeare™s
Falstaf. At dmes, Chaucer has been labeled a Lollard and cereainly
seems. in The Canrerbury Tales, to express Lollard-like sympathies.
‘f'o_combar Lollardy, Henry IV, Henry Vs father and Richard IEs
successor, Bad, as early as 1401, tssued De .Humnﬁaa..ﬁ.mzazl_:magw
the Burning of Heretics), which prohibited both the translating of

the Bible into Egulish and the owning of such 2 Bible and made
provision for the burning of heretics in England,

The probable fowmder of Lollardy was Jolin Wyclif, Oxford
don and by taditional ueclamation “the Morning Star of the
Reformation™—neary a century and & half before Luther. Besides
the convictions of Lollardy oudined above, Wydlif actacked the
claimis of the papacy 15 unfounded, reestablished the Scriptyres, us
Christianity’s authorivativi norm, vianslare febie Newe Tis-
ramentinge solendid vernagylie English (a wanslacion thac contin-
eed to be imitated by others even as late a3 the King James Verston
ol 1611), 2nd taughe-—if in a simpler, more primicve form—-what
would become Luthers cencral doctrine of jussfication b l@.w_.,.
rathier than by works. Thoungh he died in his bed jn 1384, he was

F] <z -, . . my o - e .
ﬂﬂudﬁ_ﬂﬂﬂﬁ Cm. mﬂﬂ_..nm.ﬁ ._..vv.. a ﬂugm—ﬂﬂu._. GOC;E_ i 1428, His remains were
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dug up at the comumand of Pope Martin V. burned, 2ad case v the
Fiver Swift, Despite this posthumous snirosity, Wyelif was much
toved i bis lifetime and knowa by his muny friends and admirers
as “the wisese and most biessed of alj men.” Like Unrﬂ..hﬁ%ﬁ

e e ete —

very mauch an Avgustiniun Placonist, so much so that he was dubbed

“johm of Augustine” by his students. in advance of his time In 30

many ways, he aise despised Arjszotle.

Wyclif’s mose farnous disciple was Jan Huos, the Crech priest and

reformer who o this day is beld in special reverence by the Crech
Jution. He advocated theological and structural vetorms similar
chose of Wyclif—though it would be ditficalt o find anyching he
had to say that would be unacceprable roday to 2 moderate Roman
Catholic—and was burnsd ag the stake for his honesty and candor.
His marryrden ook place not in his native Hohemia but in 1415
in the Alps at che ecumenical Council of Constance, whither Hus
had journeyed e debaze his proposals at the invitation of the Haly
Ronun Emperor Sigismuond, who had assured kit of safe passage.
He was condemned by 2 consensus of the bishops m artendance. He
caid he would die “with gladnese” “in the truth of the Gospel.” As
the Aanes licked higher, poor Hus, naked exceptfars Tiigh paper hay
irscribed witls the single word hmeresiardie {heresiatchy, is reported
ro have called out chat “in a hundred years, God will raise up z
man whose calls for reform cannot be suppressed.” One hundred
and two years later, Marein Lother will—-or so it is recounted—autt
his Ninery-Five Theses ta the door of the Winenberg churel on
Oerober 31, now remembered a5 Refovmation Sunday.

‘The most netorious heresy conviction in this period was that
of Joan of Arc, 3n illicerate Lrencls peusant who was buraed ar the

stalee in 1431, ot the probable age af mineteen, lor having dared

to attempt the military task of reuniting France and expelling s
English occupiers. The church couyt that condemnned her as a witch
was an irregular one, corvened by die sniveling bishop of Beatuvis,
an English partisan, who had not the ecclesiastical jurisdiction ta
ery her case. Joan, a genuine mystic and visionary, would never
have fallen into English hands if her sovercign, Charles VI, had
had the courage to pursue the daring rrilitary strategies she urged
e him. Everyihing in the extensive conicmporary records under-
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seores both her genias and her unadulterated honesey. The record
ol ner crial ceads at times Tike the gospel accounes of the olal of
jesus before Filue, She was, perhaps somewhal wo enthusiastically,
awarded che tide “the Girst Protescont™ by Ceorge Bernard Shaw,
towever challenging she may have appeared to the official church
it her insistence on the truth of her personal inspiration cver any
supposed nopins of ¢atholic orthodoxy, she was lacer than both

1

Vvelif aud Hus,®

‘hese scclestastical inquides ingo heresy—ov in uisitions. as
. = SR g
they were catled—conld clearly end in dire consequences {or the
Rt il

seensed. Nonetheless, we should bear in mind that, bloody-minded

and misguided as they were and, like so many public wials even to
our owit day, easily influenced by emorional and political pressurss,
thev were fairdy infreguent in the Middle Ages. The grugsoms &

vors of che rack und other forms of mrnme belong morve properly fo
ehie period olthe nzissaince wnd Reformation than to the medi-

e

eval period 1o which they are so often referred. More than chis,
we should recall thar in tmes past gven the most reasonable and

Cndaammne s S REEPIIEE P o
pacific of nen inmgined that heresy—that is, diversity of réligions
PPN % iy = e T
apinion—could not be tolerated 1f 2 society was f6 remain whole.
e it i BT g = T, b= e v
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As Iave 25 the enlightencd eighre¢uth céntwry, we Find Smnuel John-

£

son, that most censidered of nbﬂmmmws,h:.._.n:mnasm this shoclkivg

judgments

*Phey ser ouc For Harwich in the stage—couch . .. a8 m._usznn_,:
writes Christopher Hibbert in s biography. “johnson, in high
good humor, el in vonverswien wich a lag, talleative, eiderly gen-
clewoman. . . . in che alternoon, the old lady began to calk violently

agaiust the Romun Cacholics and of the horrors of the [nguisicion.
To ithe utter astoaishment of everyone present, except Buoswell who
kutew by now thac be would talk on any side of a question. johnsan
defended the Inquisicion warmly, maintatuiog that s fulse doctrine
should be checked ou its firsc appearance,
thar the civil power should unite with the

F Moie than foor and a hall

chuech i punishing those who Aared 1o centurics after her wastyrdoin

Lrtack the estblished religion, that none au the hawss of churchasen,
had be - shed Joan was cansnized by the
b such as taese had ever been punished " d puned o przron ol

by the higquisicon.” © France
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Arficle 43

How Jacques Coeur Made
| His Fortune

He made it none too scrupulously, and lost it at the whim of a much wilier

Marshall B. Davidson

One should visit Bourges 0 see the cu-
rious hovse that Jacques Coeur built,
wrote Jules Michelel a century or so ago
in his glgantic bistory of France. It was,
he added, *“*a house full of mysteries, as
was Coeur's life.” Then, in one of the
picturesque asides that make his history
such a treasury of unexpecled discov-
erics, he went on to describe that house
and the man who built it—the self-made
man who played barker to King Charles
VI of France, and who bailed out that
monarch when his kingdom was at stake;
the intrepid man of the world who traded
privileges with Mostem sultans, Chris-
tian popes, and European princes; the
implausibly rich parvenu who, within
fess than twenty years, parlayed a few
counterfeit coins into the largest private
fortune in France.

By 1443, when construction of his
house started, Coeur was guite possibly
the wealthicst man in the world. His new
dwelling was to be a monument to his
warldly suceess, and according to one
contemporary it was “‘so richly orna-
mented, so spacious, and yet, withal, so
magnificent, that neither princes of the
blosd, nor the king bimself, had any
residence comparable to it.”" That last
peint was not Jost on Charles VII, as, in
the end, Coeur had bitter cause 10 know

The house still stands in the cathedral
town of Bourges, a short drive south of
Paris. It is a unique survival, 8 memorial
as much to a ime in history as to the man
wha bullt it, for Coeur’s life spanned a
critical peried in the destiny of France,
In the last decade of his life the agonizing
internecine sirife and the bioody slnugh-
ter that accompanied the Hundred Years’

196

author.

scoundrel than himself

War were, with his substantial aid, fi-
natly brought to 2n end. The English
were thrown back across the Channel,
and the land was united as it bad not been
in living memory.

I the course of those protracted disor-
ders the scrambled authority of feudal-
ism gave way to the more orderly rule of
national monarchy, the spirit of chivalry
faded betore the practical aims of an
aspiring bourgeoisie, and the smltifying
controls of medieval economy were turn-
ing into the growing pains of modern
capitalism. To most contemporary cyes
such vital changes nppeared as & blurred
image, like a dissolve in a movie. But
Coeur's role in those transitions was so
decisive, and he was so perfectly cast for
the part he played, that he might well
have written the script himself.

It could be said that in Coeur's time
double-entry bookkeeping was proving
mightier than the sword, for without that
instrument of precision and cenvenignce
(appavenily a fourtecnth-century inven-
tion), he could hardly have managed his
complex affairs. To him, and other busi-
nessmen, tme and—timekeeping—took
on new importance. For timme was money
mate or lost. The casy rhythm of the
canonical hours was being replaced by
the stern measure of mechanical clocks
that counted out the cost of fleeting ap-
portunities, pointed the way to quicker
profits, and ticked off intcrest on loans.
And Coeur pressed every advantage, He
even used carrier pigeous to bring him
advance notice of approaching cargoes
so that he could improve his position in
the local markets.

From the very beginning Cosur's ¢n-
terprise was, for beter and for worse,
closely associated with the interests of

"Hew Jacques Coeur Mede His Fortune,” by Marshall Davidson, Horizom, Winter 1876, Reprinted by permission at the
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his sovereign. Ironically, he first came to
public notice in 1429, when, 88 an asse-
ciate of the master of the Bourges mint,
he was accused of striking coins of infe- - ¢
rior alloy. Like so many other functions
now considered the exclusive prerogative
of government, niinting money was than
a private concession, albeit by privilege
from the king, who took a substantial
share of the milling toil as seigniorage, at
rates fixed by law Since no practical
system of taxation was yet in force, this
was one of the few ways the king could
raise money. To meet the demands of the
momens, debasing the coinage was ap-
proved practice, and the voyal “take”
could be enhanced by secrctly altering
the rate of seigniorage—that is, by still
further debasing the coinage withput ad-
vising the public. If the counterfeit was
detected, the royal accomplice could dis-
avow the scheme and leave his conces-
sionaires to face the music. And this i
what happened to Coeur and his associ-
aics in 1429, .
Desperate necessitics drove Charles
VII lo practice such duplicity When be -
inherited the throne in 1422, the Hundred -
Years” War was in its eighth grim decade
and the fortunes of France were at their
lowest ebb. This ill-omened, youtifl
heir, the tenth child of a madman who-
disinherited him and of a mather of 10056 -¢
rorals who disowned him (it was widely;
reported that he was 4 bastard, no matt
of shame at the tite, but a shadow on b
claim to the throne), was haled up-
Bourges, An English king reigned
Paris, and English-forces occupied al
land. from the Channcl to the Low
Philip the-Good, the powerful and auto
omous duke of Burgundy, toleratcd |
foreign invader and was allied with him:
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And Brittany, ever mindful of its own
independent traditions, wavered between
allegiances.

The years that followed Charles's suc-
cession revolved in a murderous cycle of
war and brigandage, pestilence and fam-
ine. The king could not afford a standing
army, and his military leaders were inde-
pendent contractars who, between bat-
tles with the enemy, roamed the land with
theit mercenaries, raping, stealing, burn-
ing, and killing. Under the cireum-
stances, trade and commercs came to a
standstill. Merchants tcok to the road
ondy if they were armed to the teeth. The
great international fairs of Champagne,
once vital points of exchange for Eu-
rope’s traffic, were abandoned as the
north-south trade shifted to the sea
routes between Flanders and the Medi-
terranean. France came close to ruin.

The winier of 1428-1429 brought a
tarning point, or at least a promdse of
deliverance. The English had Jaid seige
to Orléans, the principal city remaining
in Charles’s rump of a kingdom. Had
Orléans fallen there would have been
pitifully little left of that kingdom, The
city became a symbol of resistance,
while the timié¢ young monsrch vacil-
lated in his provincial retreat barely sixty
miles away. His mocking enemies dubbed
him the “king of Bourges™ and antici-
pated the fall: of his petty realm. His
treasury was empry; it is said he even
borrowed mensy from his laundress.
Only by 2 miracle could hc keep his
tottering crows.

The miracle materialized when, as if
in direct response to the widely whis-
pered prophecy that an armed virgin
would appear and drive the English from
the land, Joan of Arc was brought before
the king at the chéteau of Chinon where
he was then holding coutt. After grilling
the maid for three weeks, the king's
counselors decided that she was, as she
claimed, divinely-appointed by “voices™
she had heard to save/hsr king and her
counicy, Somehow, Charles found money
to provide her with troops, and the siege
of Orléans was lifted. Joan then pet-
cuaded her wavering monarch to be
crowned at Reims, where Clovis had
been baplized. By that ritual the stain of
bastardy was automatically removed,
and Chatles was indisputably the true
king of France. It took him eight more
years to win Paris from the English, but
when he did ride triumphamly into that
city, after its sixteen years of foreign

occupation, he came a8 the rightful
Christian king.

Tt was hardly a coincidence that Coeur
and his associates were charged with
counterfeiting almost jmmediately after
the “miracle™ at Orléans, or that Coetr
was pardoned of the crime, Charles had
most fikely met the payroll for Joan's
troops with fands provided by the mint's
illegal operations, and as party to the
crime he saw that Coeur got off easily. At
least there is no better explanation,

In any case, soon after his pardon
Coeur set out to make his fortune, He
formed a new partnership with his old
associates at the mint, this time to deal in
“every class of merchandise, including
that required by the King, Monseigneur
the Dauphin, and other nobles, as well as
other lines in which they [the parmers]
can make their profit.”

For precedents in this new venture he
looked abroad, The basis of Renaissance
prosperity, already so conspicupus in
Ttaly, was the carrying trade between
East and West. For centuries Venice had
fattened on this commerce, to the point
where its successful and friendly busi-
ness relations with Mongols and Mos-
lems alike had encouraged those infidels
to close in on the Christian world. Then,
as Buropean knighthood took the Cross
to the Holy Land, Venetians supplicd and
equipped their fellow Christians and fer-
ried themn to the battle sites at exorbitant
rates.

Venice also continued its flourishing
trade in arms, armor, and diverse othet
poods with the Saracens of Egypt and
Palestine. When Pope Benedict XII for-
bade unauthorized trade with the infidel,
the merchants of Venice bought up papal
authorizations wherever they could and
used them as ordinary bilks of exchange.
With the Pourth Crusade, the “business-
man’s crusade,” the merchants of Venice
madc a double kling, They dissuaded
the debt-burdened knights from their
praclaimed purpose of attacking Alex-
andria, one of Venice's richest markets,
and persuaded them to sack the flovr-
jshing Christian capital of Constantin-
ople.

Meanwhile, ocross the Apennines in
Tuscany, enterprising merchanis wese
swarming out of Florence into western
Europe, collecting contributions to the
Crusades as bankers to the Holy See,
advancing money to land-poor feudal
lords at fantastic interest rates, and with
their ready cash buying up the privileges
of the towns. During the Hundred Years®
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War the powerful Bardi and Peruzzi fam-
flies equipped bath French and English
armies for the battleficlds, prolonging
the conflict and taking over the fanctions
of statc when it was necessary to sscure
their accaunts. In return for helping Hen-
ry III of England with his running ex-
penses, the Florentines asked for 120 per
cent interest on advances and, when fe-
payment was tot prompt, added 60 per
cent moare. In such a company of greedy
Christians, Shylock would have seemed
hopelessly ingennous,

During the most agonizing period of
the Hundred Years' War, however, the
Florentines had graduslly abandoned
their commercial colonies in France.
Now that his time had come, Coeur
moved to fill that vacuum with his own
business and, with equal speed, to stake a
claim among the markets of the East, so
profiwably. exploited by Venice. His first
try at emudating the Venetian merchants
was a disaster. In 1432 he journeyed to
Damascus, an awkward if not perilous
place for Christians to be at the time,
buying up spices and other exotic com-
modities for resale in the home markets
of France. When his ship foundered off
Corsica he lost literally everything but
his shirt, He and his shipmates were
stripped clean by the islanders.

He seerns to have recovered promptly.
He had centered his operations at Mont-
pellicr on the Mediterranean coast, the
only French port authorized by the pope
10 deal with the infidel Bast, He threw
himself with bounding determination
into the development of the city’s facili-
ties, pressing the local authorities to im-
prove its docks, dredge essential canals,
construct adequate warehouses, and gen-
erally improve the advantages for com-
merce and nevigation even spending his
own money when he had to. As he later
wrate the king, he had plans for develop-
ing a vast maritime emplre under the lily
banner of France.

Almost from the moment Charles re~
turned to Paris, Coeur's affairs siarted to
move in a steady counterpoint to the
affairs of state, Within a year or two he
was installed as argentier, teceiver of the
revenues used to maintain the royal es-
tablishment, Since in his capacity as mer-
chant he was also the principal purveyor
to that establishment, his position was
doubly advantageous and ambiguous.
And since for the most part the court
could be accommodated only by long-
term credit, both the advantage and the
arnbiguity were compounded. It must
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have been quite easy for Cocur to con-
vince himself that what was good for
Jacques Coeur was good for France.

A reciprocal thythm of commissions
and beneflts, responsibilities and oppaor-
tunities, honors and profits, increased in
tempo for more than a decade. The king
may already have been in debt to Coeur
even before the royal emtry into Paris,
and this relationship became more or less
chronie thereafter, The Paris campaign
had again exhausted the royal treasury,
In an effort to tiphten the leaking econ-
omy of the stare, Charles, possibly ad-
vised by his argenties forbade the export
of money from his realm except by a
specizl license, which he then granted,
apparently exclusively, to Coevr.

In 1440 Charles further recopnized
Coeur’s services by according lim pat-
ents of nobility. The following ysar he
appointed him conseillewr du rof, in effect
minister of finance and, as such, adviser in
the revision of the nation's 1ax stuchure.
Chatged with assessing and coliecting re-
gional taxes, Cocwr sometimes recelved
not only his due cornmissions but gratuities
from local representatives wha both re-
spected his influence at court and feared
his power as a merchant banker. The
“states” of Languedoe, for example, of
which Montpellier was the principal
port, paid him handsomely for his good
offices in the interest of their maritime
prospesity—canceling his share of their
taxes as a matter of course,

The king, meanwhile, with an unprec-
edented income from the revenues he
received, reorganized his military forces
into a paid standing army. He was no
longer a mere feudal lord but a monarch
able to make policy and enforce it, if
need be, with cannon—cannon, cast at
the foundries of bovrgeois manufac-
turers, that could reduce the proudest
knight's castle to rubble. ¥n 1444 Charles
arranged a tempurary peace with the
English, who still held Normandy and
Guyenne, It was at the gay spring pour-
parlers on the banks of the Loire by
which the ptace was negotiated. that
Charles first spied the indescribably
beautiful Agnes Sorel, “the fairest of the
fair," whom he shorlly afterward made
kis mistress. As the king's bedmate,
Agnes began to use her influence in
matters of state, inaugurating a tradition
in French history. As it Jater turned out,
this was a fafefol development in the Tife
of Jacques Coeur. The immediate conse-
quence of the truce arrangements, how-
cver. was that he could now move into
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the English-held markets in Rouen and
Bordeaux az well as across the Channel.

Coeur’s influence was already recog-
nized far beyond the shores of France. In
1446 he served as negotiator between the
Knights of Rhodes and the sultan of
Egypt, Two years later, through the in-
tercession of Coeur’s agents, the sultan
was persuaded (o restore trading privi-
leges to the Venetians, who had for a
time been banned from the Arab world,
At the same time, Coeur consolidated his
own position in the Meaditerranean and
put a cap on his immense commercial
structure. Pope Eugenius IV issued a bull
asthorizing Coeur to trade for five years
in his own right, beyand the privileges
‘enjoyed by the port of Montpellier, with
the non-Christian world, With this spe-
cial authority in his pocket, Coeur
shifted the base of his maritime enter-
prise o Marseilles,

One important matter still needed
mending. For all Coeur’s good offices
and his wide reputation, official relations
between France and the Arab world were
less cordial than suited his interests. In
1447 he persuaded Charles to agree 1o 2
formal pact with Abu-Said-Djacmac-e]
Daher, sultan of Egypt. The French am-
bassaduors, traveling in Coeur's ships and
at his expense, arrived in Egypt “in great
slate™ bearing lavish gifts provided by
Coeur in the name of the king. The
sultan, in turn, arranged an extravagant
reception, Coeur's diplomacy triumphed.
Peace between the two lands was agreed
upon, and French traders received “most
favored nation"” privileges in Arab ports.

Alded by the gratitude of the Vene-
tians and the Knights of Rhodes, the
friendship of the sultan, the favor of the
pope, and the indulgence of his king;
Cocur secured unassailable advantages
at every important point in the world of
his day, “All the Levant he visited with
his ships,” wrote the duke of Burgundy’s
chronicler some years later, “and there
was not in the waters of the Orient a mast
which was not decorated with the flenr-
de-fis.™ The maritime empire he crented
remained for several centuries one of the
principal bulwarks of French commerce.
To carry on his far-flung, highly diver-
sified operations—they had developed
into a virtual monopoly of France's ex-
clusive markets—Coeur employed some
three hundred agents and majntained
branch offices in Barcelona, Damascus,
Beirut, Alexandria, and other strategic
centers,

The dnventories of his warehouses
read [ike an exaggerated descriplion of
Ali Baba's caves. “All the perfumes of
Arabja" were carfled in stock, ang
spices and confections from the farthes
shores; dyes-and colors, cachineal angd
cinnabar, Indigo and saffron—and henng
to illuminate the king's manuseripts; ma-
terjals of fabulous richness and variery,
and gems supposedly.from the.navels of
sacred Persian and Indian monkeys,
which were mounted in precious metals
and considered a universal antidote to
human lls. He could provide for the
court’s most extraordinary or exquisire
whim: a coat of mall covered with azure
velver for a Scottish archer of the king's
bodyguard; a silver shoulder piece and
Turkish buckler for Charles of Orléans;
silks and sables for Margaret of Scot-
land; diamonds to set off the incompar-
able beauty of Agnes Soiel—they were
all to be had, including cold cash for the
queen of France herself, who offered up
her "great pearl™ for security.

In order to put his surplus money to
work and to spread his risk. Coeur
Joined associaticns that profited from the
licensing of fairs (reborn since the tem-
porary truce with England), from spec-
ulation in salt, and from the exploitation
of copper #nd silver mines of the Lyon-
nais and Beaujolais, He had imterests in
paper and sifk factories in Florence. He
even invested in three-quarters of two
English prisoners of war, each worth a
bandsome ransom.

The list of his varied enterprises is
almost cndless. Cash was still in short
supply amang the nobility, the long war
had brought ruin to many lordly tenants,
and Charles’s fiscal reforms were reduc-
ing their income from traditional feudal
dues. So Coeur accommodated some of
the greaest families of the realm by
buying up their manor houses and prop-
erties until he held more than thirty
estates, some including whele villages
and parishes within their grounds. All
told, the complex structure of his myriad
affairs, his control of the production,
transport, and distribution of goods, his
private banking resources, and his secure
grasp on essential markets all suggest
something like the first vertical trust in
history.

So far, nothing belied the motto Coettr
was then having chiseled into the stones
of his greal town house at Bourges—A
vailfans cueurs riens inpossible, nothing
js impossible to the valiant, Coeur's star
rose even higher in 1448 when he was
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Cocur's mansion is adornad both inside and out with whimsieal
vignaltes of daily life.

sent to Rome by Charles with a select
group of ambassadors to help end the
“pestilential and horrible” papal schism
that for long years had been a great trial
to the Church, The French ambassadors
entered Rome in a procession of splen-
dor—their cortege included three hun-
dred richly caparisoned and harnessed
Arabian horses—and Pope Nicholas V
wrote Charles that not even the oldest
{nhabitants could remember anything so
magnificent.

Cocut promptly look center stage.
Through his efforts, the rival pope, Am-
adeo VIII, duke of Savoy. was finnlly
perstiaded 1o renourice his claim to the
papa! throne and accept a position in the
church hierarchy second only to that of
Pope Nicholas V. As 2 reward, Coeur’s
privilege of dealing with the non-Chris-
{ian world was extended indefinitely. He
was also given a franchise lo carry
Christian pilgrims to the Haly Land.

There were some who complained of
the quirageous cast of that papel mission
from which Coeur gained such honor
and profit. Coeur had no doubt paid the
bills, but whether from his own purse of
from -the king's treasury would have
pecn diffeult to determipe. Coeur's
wealth-was by mow beyond Imagining. It
was reported that his horses werc shod
with silver. His table service was of gold
and silver. Each year, it was said, his
income was greater than that.of all the
other merchants of France combined.
“The king does what he can; Jecques
Coeur does what he pleases” was 2
repeated observation. He might even be
in league with the devil, they began to
say.

HOTH: ARCHIVES PHOTDGRAPHIQUES

master’s return.

Tacgues Coeur had indeed reached a
stngular, and perilous, eminence.

How rich Coeur really was and what
resources he could command came out in
the years immediately following, The
time had come, Chatles decided, te
break the truce with the English and 0
push them out of France altogether. To
Jaunch and maintain the campaign, how-
ever, Charles needed more money than
he coutd find in the royal coffers, and he
turned 10 Coeur for help, Coenr re-
sponded by dredging every sou he could
manage from the [eSOUECES available to:
him. and by stretehing his almost, inex-
haustible credit o the limit. By one
means or another, he turned over to the
king, at the very minimoum, bwo hundred
thousand ecus, a sum equal to more than
one-fifth of the kingdorn's annual tax
TEvenues,

He also took to the field at the king's
side. in the victorious procession that
entered Rouen on November 10, 1449,
Coeur rode in the company of Charles;
mounted on a white charger, he was
clothed in velvet and ermine and wore 8
sword embellished with gold and pre-
cious stones.

Coeur was now about fifty-five years
old. For some twenty ycacs he had en-
joyed increasing wealth and prestige.
Then, suddenly, the wheel of formune
changed- direction. Three months afler
the. ceremonics 8% Rouen, Agnes Sorel
died in childbicth, after having been de-
tivered of the king's fourth child. Rumors
spread that she had been poiscned. Al-
most automatically, a cabal of deblors
formed to point a finger al the king's
argentien, "'the money man” of almost

43. Jacques Coeur

The tvorape 1'oeil couple may represent servants watching forthelr

magical faculties, who was known be
one of the executors of Agnes's will. To
convist Coeur of murder would serve to
disembarrass the king and gvery jmpor-
1ant member of the court from the claims
of their common creditor.

Charles was quick to play his part.
One week in July, 1451, he expressed his
gratitude to Coeur for his many services;
the next week he issued an order for his
arrest. Supported by his most recent
favorites, the king confronted Caoeur
with a long list of indictments, stacting.
with the poisoning chatge and going
back ovet the years to, the counterfeiting
charge of 1429, set aside so'long ago by
the pleasure and the convenience of
Charles VIL

No sponer were the dungeon doors
closed behind Coeur than “the vultures
of the court” started picking away at the
estate he could no longer protect. The
nobility. of France swarmed about the
tottering house of Jueques Coeur to re-
deem their ows fortunes from his dis-
grace, The ‘trial that followed was a
mockery. With his.enemics as both pros-
ccutors and judges he never had a
chance. Even thotigh his accusers confes-
sed that the charge of poisoning Agnes
Sorel was false, and the pope pleaded for
clemency and justice in the case, Coeur
was shunted for several years from
prison to prison.

Finalty, in May 1433, at Poitiers,
when he was thieatened with torture, hs
issued a statement that Jed his judges to
condemn him, banish him, and confis-
cate his properties. By a remarkable coin-
cidence. on the day of Coeur’s sentence the
sorcly tried city of Constantinople fell,
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6. RENAISSANCE AND REFORMATION

this time once and for all, to the Turks. Tt
was the end of an era. Less than & week
later, the convicted man made an amende
honorable: kneeling, barcheaded, before
a large crowd and holding a ten-pound
wax torgh in his hands, he begged mercy
of God, king, and the courts.

One more adventure remained. For
almost a year and a half after his triaf,
Coeur was kept imprisoned in France, in
spite of his banishment, while most of his
holdings were selzed and sold off. Then,
in the antumn of 1454, he managed to
eseape. Aided by soveral of his faithful
agents, he crossed the Rhone oot of
France and fled to Rome, where the pope
recaived him with honor, He never
rerurned to Framce, nor to the house

that was his pride.

But he did take to the sea one last time.
He arrived in Rome at 2 crucial moment
in the history of the Church and of
Western civilization. All Christendom
had been shaken by the fall of Constan-

“tinople lsss than two years earlier and

felt threatened by further advances of the
Ottoman hordes. In the sumemer of 1456,
Cocur, sixty years old and “toiled with
works of war,” set forth in command of a
fleet dispatched by Pope Calixtus IIf to
help retake Constantinople. On the
twenty-fifth of November, on the island
of Chios, his vaiflant coeur was stopped,
possibly by wounds he suffered in battle.

As he lay dying, Coeur sent one last
appeal to Charles, begging the king to

show consideration for his children. At
this point Charles could afford to be
indulgent. In an act of royal compassion
he conceded that since “the said Coeur
was in great authority with us and rich
and abounding in this world’s goods and
ennobled in his pesterity and line . . . it
pleases us to have pify on [his children],”
and ordained that what might be salvaged
from their fathet’s estate, including the
house at Bourges, be retorned to them.

It was, after all, little enough for him
to do, angd in the end Coeur had an ironic
revenge. The thought of poisoning con-
tinued to haunt the king, Four years later,
fearing he might be poisoned by s own
so, he refused to eat, and died of
starvation.
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Article 44

Machiavelli

Would you buy a used car from this man?

Vincent Cronin

achiavelli-—the most haied man
M who ever lived: charged, down
the centuries, with being the
sole poisonous source of palitical monkey
business, of the mocking manipulation of
men, of malfeasance, misanthropy, men-
"Hacity, murder, and massacre; the esvil
genius of tyrants and dictators, worse
than Judas, for no salvation resulted from
his betrayal; guilty of the sin against the
Roly Ghost, knowing Christianity to be
true, but resisting the truth; not 2 man al
all, but Antichrist in apish flesh, the
Devil incarnate, Old Niek, with the whiff
of sulphur on his breath and a tail hidden
under his scarlet Florentine gown.
Machiavelli is the one Italian of the
Renaissance we all think we know, partly
becausc his name has passed imo our
Janguage as a synonym for unscrupulous
schemer, But Niccold Machiavelli of
Florence was ¢ more complex and fas-
cinating figure than his namesake of the
English dictionary, and unless we our-
selves wish to earn the epithet Machia-
vellian, it is only fair to look at the

historical Machiavelli in the context of »

his age.

;{ He was born in 1469 of an impov-
" erished nobfe family whose coat of arms
} featured four keys. Niccold's father was
a retired lawyer whe owned two small
farms and an inn, his mother a church-
goer who wrote hymns to the Blessed
Virgin, Niccold was one of four chil-
dren: the younger son, Totto, became a

- priest, and the idea of 2 confessional

oceupied by a Father Machiavelli is one
that has caused Niccold's enemjes some
wry laughter,

Miccold attended the Studio, Flo-
rence's university, where he studied the
prestigions newly-discovered authors of

! Greece and Rome. Like all his genera-
i tion, he idolized the Athenians and the
Romans of the Republic, and was 10

sprachlavelli,” by Vincenl Cronin, Harizon, Autumn, 1972. Reprinted by permission.

+ make them his models in life. This was
one important influence. The other was
the fact that Fiorenee was then enjoying,
lunder the Medici, a period of peace, For
‘centuries the city had been torn by war
and faction; but now all was serenc, and
the Florentines were producing their

* greatest achievements in philosophy, po-

etry, history, and the fine arts.

This point is important, for too often
we imagine the Italian Renaissance as a
period of thug-like condottieri and cruel
despots forever locked in war. We must
fict be dsceived by the artists, Uccella
and Michelangeio painted bloody battles,
but they were battles that had taken place
many years before. If we are to under-
stand Machiavelli, we must picture his
youth as a happy period of civilization
and peace: for the first time in centuries
swords rusted, muscles grew flabby, for-
tress walls became overgrown with ivy.

In 1494, when Machiavelli was twenty-
five, this happincss was shattered. King
Charles VIIL of France invaded lialy to
seize the kingdom of Naples; Flarence
lay on his route, In the Middle Ages the
Florentines had fought bravely against
apgressors, but now, grown slack and

. effete, they were afraid of Charles's vet-
“erans and his forty cannon. Instead of
manning their walls, they and their lead-
* ing citizen, Pietro de' Medici, meekly
* allowed the French king to march in;
they even paid him gold not to harm their
- country.
This debacle led to internal wars, to
economic decline, in which Niccold's
father went bankrupt, to much heart-
searching, and to a puritanical revolu-
tion. Savonarola the Dominican came to
. role from the pulpit. Thundering that the
+ French invasion was punishiment for a
i pagan way of life, he burned classical
! books and nude pictures and urged a
: regeneration of Florence through fasting
" and prayer. The French just laughed at

Savonarola; he Jost the confidence of his

fellow citizens and was burned at the
stake in 1498.

In that same year, Machiavelli became
an employee of the Florentine Republic,
which he was to serve ably as diplomat
and administrator, Machiavelli scorned
Savonarola's idea of political regenera-
tion through Christianity; instcad, he
persuaded the Florentines to form a citi-
zen millda, as was done in Republican
Rome, In 1512 Florence's big test came.
Spain had succeedsd France as Ttaly's
appressor, and now, at the instigation of
the Medici, who had been exiled from
Florence in 1494 and wished to veturn, a
Spanish army of five thousand matched
against Tuscany. Four thousand of Ma-
chiavelli’s milita were defending the
strong Florentine town of Prato, The
Spanjards, ill-fed and unpaid, launched a
halthearted attack. The Florentines, in-

. stead of resisting, took 1o their heels.

S

Prato was sacked, and a few days later
Flarence surrendered without a fight.
The Medici returned, the Republic came

. to an end, Machiavelli lost his job and
was tortured and exiled to his farm. For

the sccond time in eighteen years he had
witnessed a d=feat that was both trauma-
tic and humiliating.

In the following year an out-of-work
Machiavelli began to write his great
bogk The Prince. It is an attempt 1o
answer the question implicit in Flo-
rence’s two terrible defeats: what had
gone wrong? Machiavelli's answer is
this: for all their classical buildings and
pictures, for all the Ciceronian Latin and
readings from Plato, the Florentines had
never really revived the essence of classi-
cal life-—that military vigor and patrio-

' tism unto death that distinguished the

Grecks and Romans, What then is the
remedy? Italy must be regenerated—not
by Savonarola's brand of puritanism, but

: by a soldier-prince, This pringe must

subordinate every aim to mililary effi-
ciency. He must personally command 2
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i citizen army and keep it disciplined by a

i reputation for cruelty.

But even this, Machiavelli fears, will
not be enough to keep at bay (he strong
new nation-states, France and Spain. So,
in a crescendo of patriotism, Machiavelli
urges his prince to disregard the accapted
rules of politics, to hit below the belt. Lat
him lie, if need be, let him violate
treaties: “Men must be either pampered
or crushed, because they can get revenge
far small injuries but not for fatal ones™;
“A prudent ruler canniot, and should nat,
honor his word when it places him al a
disadvantage and when the reasons for
which he made his promise no longer
exist”: "If a prince wants to maintain
his rule he must learn how not to be
virtuous.”

Machiavelli develops his concept of a
soldier-prince with a couple of portraits.
The first, that of the emperor Alexander
Severus, is an example of how a prince
should not behave. Alexander Severus,
who reigned in the third century, was a
man of such poodness it is said that
during his fourteen years of power he
never put anyone to death without a trial,
Nevertheless, as he was thought effemi-
nate, and a man who let himself be ruled
by his mother, he came to be scorned,
and the army conspired against him and
killed him. Machiavelli scorns him also:
“Whenever that clzss of men on which
you believe your continued rule depends
is corrupt, whather it be the populace, or
soldiers, or nobles, you have to satisfy it
by adopting the same disposition; and

" then good deeds are your enemies.”

achlavelli's second portralt is
M of Cesare Borgia, son.of Pope
Alexander VI, who carved out

a dukedom for himself and then brought
it to hee! by appuinting a tough governer,
Ramiro. Later, says Machiavelli, Cesare
discovered that “the recent harshness
had sroused some hatred against him,
and wishing to purge the minds of the
peaple and win them over . . . he had
this official (Ramiro) cut in twao pieces
one morning and exposed on the public
siquare . . . This ferocious spectacle left
the people at once content and horrified.”
The words I have italicized show Ma-
chiavelli's peculiar cast of mind. He
grows excited when goodness comes to 8
sticky end and when a dastardly deed is
perpetrated under a cloak of justice. He
seems to enjoy shocking traditional mo-
rality, and there can be little doubt that he
is subconsciously revenging himself on
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the Establishment responsible for those
two profound military defeats,
Machiavelii wrote The Prince for Giu-
liano de’ Mediei. He hoped that by ap-
! plying the lessons in his book, Ginliano
would become tough enough to unite
Ttaly and drive outl the foreigner. But
Giulieno, the youngest son of Lorenzo
the Magnificent, was a tubercular young
man with gentle blue eyes and long sensi-
tive fingers, the friend of poets and hirn-
self a sonneteer. He was so soft that his
brother Pope Leo had to relisve him of
his post as ruler of Florence after less
than a year. Preparations for war ageinst
France taxed his feeble constitution; at
the age of thirty-seven he fell il and

died, Machiavelli's notion of trning -

Giuliano into a second Cesare Borgia
was about as fantastic as trying to turn
John Keats into a James Bond.

This fantastic clement has been over-
looked in most accounts of Machiavelli,
but it seens to me important, Consider
the Life of Castruccio Castracani, which
Machiavelli wrote seven years after The
Prince. 1t purports 10 be a straight biog-
raphy of a famous fourteenth-century
ruler of Lucca, but in fact only the
outline of the book is historically true.
Finding the real Castruceio insufficiently
tough to embody his ideals. Machjavelli
intraduces wholly fictitious episodes bor-
rowed from Diodorus Sieulus’s life of 2
tyrant who really was unscrupulovs:
Agathocles, As captain of the Syracu-
sans, Agathocles had collected -a great
army, then summoned the heads of the
Countil of Six Hundred under the pretext
of asking their advice, and put them all to
death.

Machiavelli in his book has Castruecio
perform a similar stratagem, fust &s in
The Prince the second-rate Cesare Bor-
gia passes through the crucible of Ma-
chiavelli’s imagination to emerge 25 a
modern Julius Caesar, so here a mildly
villaincus lord is dressed up as the per-
fect amoral antocret, In both books Ma-

, chiavelli is so concerned to preach his
“doctrine of salvation throngh a strong
;soldier-prince that he leaves Italy as it
jreally was for & world of fantasy.

Machiavelli had a second purpose in
dedicating The Prince to Giuliano de’
Medici (and when Giuliano died, to his
alrnost equally effete nephew Lorenzo).
He wished to cegain favor with the Med-
jei, natably with Pope Leo. This also was
a fantastic plan. Machiavelli had plotted
hand over fist against the Medici for no
less than fourteen years and was known

ta be a staunch republican, opposed to
one-family rule in Florence. Pope Leo,
moreover, was 4 gentle man wha loved
Raphael's smooth paintings and singing
1o the lute; he would not be interested in
a book counseling cruelty and terror,

How could a man like Machiavelli,
who spent his early life in the down-to-
earth world of Italian politics, have
yielded to such unrealistic, such fantastic
hopes? The answer, 1 think, lies in the
fact that he was also an imaginative
artist—a playwright obsessed with ex-
treme dramatic situations, Indeed, Ma-
chiavelli was best known in Florence ag
the author of Mandragola. In that bril-
Hant comedy, a bold and tricky adven-
turer, aided by the profligacy of a
parasite, and the avarice of a friar,
achieves the triumph of making a gulled
husband bring his own unwitting but too
vielding wife to shame. It is an error to
regard Machiavelli as primarily a politi-
cal theorist, taking & cool look at facts,
The Prince is, in one sensé, the plot of a
fantasdc play for turning the tables on the
French and Spaniards.

What, too, of Machiavelli’s doctrine

_ that it is sometimes wise for & prince to

break his word and to violate treaties? Tt
is vsvally said that this teaching origi-
nated with Machiavelli. If so, it would be
very surprising, for the vast majority of
so-called original inventions during the
ltalian Rengissance are now known o
* have been borrowed from classical texts.

‘The Florentines valued wisdom as Ed-
wardian English gentflemen valued port—
the qlder the better.

In 1504 Machiavelll wrote a play,
which has been lost, called Masks, It was
in imitation of Aristophanes' Clouds, the
subject of which is the Sophists, those
men who claimed to tesch “virtue” in a
special sense, namely, efficiency in the
conduct of life. The Sophists emphasized
material success and the ability to ague
from any point of view, irrespective of its
truth, At worst, they encouraged a cyni-
cal disbetief in all moral restraints on the
pursuit of selfish, personal ambition.
Florentines during their golden age had
peid little attention to the Sophists, pre-
ferring Plato, who accorded so well with
Christianity and an agsthetic approach 10

‘life; but after the collapse in 1494 it
wotlld have been natural for a man like
‘Machiavelli to dig out other, harder-
headed philesophers.

The source for his doctrine of political
unscrupalousness may well have been
the Sophists as presented in Aristo
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phanes' play. The following sentence
from one of Machiavelli's letters in 1521
is close to many lnes in The Clouds:
“For that small matter of liss,” writes
Machiavelli, “I am a doctor and hold my
degrees, Life has taught me lo confound
false and rue, till no man knows either.”
In The Prince this personal confession
becomes a general rule: “One must
know how to color one’s actions and to
be a great liar and deceiver.”

ow was it that an undisputably
Hcivﬂized man like Machlavelli

could advise a ruler to be cruel
and deceltfil and to strike terror? The
answer lies in the last chapter of The
Prince, entitled “Exhortation to liberats
Italy from the barbarians.” Often ne-
glected, it is, in fact, the most deeply felt
chapter of all and gives meaning 10 the
rest. “See how Italy,” Machiavelli writes,
“beseeches God to send someons 10 save
her from those barbarous cruclties and
oulrages”—he means the oblrages per-
petrared by foreign troops in lualy, a land,
he goes on, that is “leadecless, lawless,
crushed, despoiled, torn, overrun; she
has had 10 endure every kind of deso-
lation,"

Machiavelli s a patriot writing in
mental tormert. He seldom mentions the
deity, but in this chapter the name God
ocours six times on One page, a4 an
endorsement for this new kind of ruler,
Machiavelli really believes that his de-
ceitful prince will be as much an instru-
ment of God as Moses was, and this for
two reasons. First, Ialy is an occupied
country, and her survival is-at stake; and

! just as moral theologians argued that

theft becomes legitimate when comunit-
ted by a starving man, so0 Machiavelli
implies that deceit, cruelty, and so on
become legitimate when they are the

; only means to national survival

Secondly, Machiavelli had seen honest
raeans tred and fail. Savonarcla had
hoped to silence cannon by singing
hymns; Muachiavelli himself had sent
conscripts against the Spaniards. But the
Jtalians hed been then—and stiil wers—
bantamns pitted against heavyweights.
They could not win. according: to the
rules, only with kidney punches. And
since they had (o wia or cease 10 be
themselves—that js, a civilized people as
compared with foreign “barbarians’'—
Machiavelli argues that it js not only
right but the will of God that they should
use immoral means.

Trma

We must remember thal The Prince is
an extreme book that grew our of an
extrerne Situation and that its maxims
must be seen against the charred, smok:
ing ruins of devastated Italy. The nearest
modern parailel is oceupied France, In
the early 1940's cultivated men like
Camus joined the Resisiance, commit-
ting themselves to blowing up German
posts by night and to other sinistcr tech-
niques of magquis warfare. Like Ma-
chiavelli, they saw these as the only way
to free their beloved country.

ut the most original and neglected
B aspect of Machiavelli is his method.

Before Machiavelli’s time, histo-
rians had been the slaves of chronalogy.
They started with the Creation, or the
founding of their city, and worked for-
ward, yeat by year, decade by decade,
chronicling plague, war, and civil strife.
Sometimes they detected a pattern, but
even when they succeeded in doing so,
the pattern was Sui generis, not applica-
ble elsewhere. Machiavelli was the first
modern historian to pool historical facts
from a variety of authors, not necessarily
of the same period, and to use these facts
to draw general conclusions or Lo answer
pertinent questions.

He applies this method notably in his
Discotirses on Livy, and among the ques-
tions he answers are these: “What causes
commonly give risc to wars between
different powers?"” *What kind of repu-
tation or gossip or opinion causes the
populace to begin 1o favor a particular
citizen?” “Whether the safeguarding of
liberty can be more safely entrusted to
the populace or to the upper class; and
which has the stronger reason for creat-
ing distorbances, the ‘have-nots’ ar the
‘haves'?"

Machiavelli does not wholly break
free from a cyclical reading of history—
the term Renaissance is itself 4 statement
of the convicticn that the golden age of
Greece and Rome had remurncd, Nor did
Tie break free from g belief in Fortune—
what we would now call force of circum-
stance—and he calculated that men were
at the mercy of Fortune five times out of
ten. Nevertheless, he does mark an enor-

_ mous advance over previous historical

thinkers, since he discovered the method
whereby man can Jearn from his past.

Having invented this method, Ma-
chiavelli proceeded to apply it impec-
foctly. He virmally ignored the Middle
Ages, probably becanse medieval chron-
icles were deficient in those dramatic

44, Machiavelli

human twists, reversals, and paradoxes
that were what really interested him,
This neglect of the Middle Ages marred
his study of how to deal with foreign
invaders. Over a period of 2 thousand
years Iraly had constantly suffered inva-
sion from the north; the lessons mplicit
in these instances would heve helped
Machiavelll to resolve his main problem
much better than the more remote hap-
penings he chose to draw from Livy. For
example, at the Battle of Legnang, near
Milan, in 1176, a league of north Italian
cities won a crushing victory over Fre-
derick Barbarossas crack Germen
kniphts, The Ttalians didn’t employ du-
plicity or dramatic acts of terrorism, just
courage and a united command.

So much for Machiavelli's teaching
and discoveries, It temains 1o consider
his infiuence. In his own lifetime he was
considered a failure. Certainly, no sol-
dier-prince arose to liberate Jialy, After
his death, hawever, it was otherwise. In

j 1552 the Vatican placcd Machiavellis .
' works or the Index of Prohibited Books,
becavse they teach men “to appear good
for their own advantage in this world—a
doctrine worse than heresy.” Despite this
ban, Machiavelli’s books were widely
read and his political teaching became
' infAuential, Tt would probably huve con-
firmed him in his pessimistic view of
human natare had he Jmown that most
statesmen and thinkers would scize on
the elements of repression and guile in
his teachings to the exclusion of the civic
sense and patriotism he cqually taught.

In France several kings studied Ma-
chiavelli as a means of increasing their
absalutism, though it cannot be said that
he did them much good. Henry III and
Henry IV were murdered, and in each
case on their blood-soaked person was
found a well-thumbed copy of The Prince.
Louis X311 was following Machiavelli
when he caused his most powerful sub-
jeet, the lalian-born advenwrer Coneini,
o be treacherously kitled, Richelieu af-
firmed that France could not be gov-
erned withous the right of arbitrary arrest
and exile, and that in case of danger to
the state it may be well that a hundred
innocent men should perish, This was
raison d'étas, an exaggerated version of
certain elements in The Prince, o which
Machiavelli might well not have sub-
seribed.

In England Machiavelli had Litde di-
rect influence, England had never been
defeated as Floreace had been, and En-
glishmen couid not understand the kind
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of desperate situation that demanded un-
serupwlous political methods, The politi-
cal diseases Machiavelli had first studied
scientifically were in England called af-
ter his name, rather as a physical dis-
ease—say Parkinson's—is called not after
the man who is suffering from it but after
the doctor who discovers it. Machiavelli
thus became saddled with a lot of things
he had never advocated, including athe-
ism and any treacherous way of killing,
generally by poison, Hence Flamineo in
Webster's Whire Devil:

O the rate trickes of a8 Machivillian!
Hee doth not come like a grosse plod-
ding slave

And buffet you to death: no, my quaint
knave—

Hee tickles you to death; makes you
die laughing,

As if you had swallow'd a pound of
saffron.

The cightcenth century, with its strong
belief in man's good nature and reason,
tended to scoff at Machiavelli, Hume
wrote: “There is scarcely any maxim in
The Prince which subsequent experience
has not entirefy refuted, The errors of
this politician proceed, in a great mea-
sure, from his having lived in too early
an age of the world to be a good judge of
political truth.” With Hume's judgment
Frederick the Great of Prussia would, in
early life, have agreed, As a young man
Frederick wrole an Awmi-Machiavel, in
which he stated that a ruler is the first
servant of tis people, He rejected the
idea of breaking trestles, “for one has
only to make one deception of this kind,
and one loses the confidence of every
rules.,” But Frederick did follow Ma-
chiavelli’s advice to rule personally, to
act as his own commander in the field,
and to despise flatterers.

Later, Frederick began to wonder
whether honesty really was the best pol-
icy. “One sees oneself continuafly in
danger of being betrayed by one's allies,
forsaken by one's friends, brought low
by envy and jealousy; and ultimately one
finds oneself obliged to choose bttween
the terrible alternative of sacrificing
one’s people or one’s word of honer.” In
old age, Frederick became a confirmed
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Machiavellian, writing in 1775: “"Rulets
must always be guided by the interests of
the state, They are slaves of their re-
sources, the interest of the state is their
law, and this lew may not be infringed.”

uring the nineteenth cenmry Ger-

many and Italy both sought to

achieve mational unify, with the
result that writers now began to play up
Machiavelli’s other side, his call for re-
generation. Young Hegel hails the author
of The Prince for having “grasped with a
cool circumspection the necessary idea
that Ttaly should be saved by being com-
bined into one state.” He and Fichte go a
stage further than Machiavelli: they as-
sart that the conflict between the individ-
val and the state no longer exists, since”
they consider liberty and law identical.
The necessity of evil in political action
becomes a superior ethics that has no
connection with the morals of an individ-
val. The state swallows up evil.

In Italy Machiavelli's ideal of a regen-
erated national state was not perverted in
this way and proved an important influ-
ence on the risorgimento. In 1859 the
provisional government of Tuscaay, on
the eve of national independence, pub-
lished a decree stating that a complete

edition of Machiavelli's works would be

printed at government cxpense. It had
taken more than three hundsed years for
“a man to arise to redeem ltaly,” and in
the event the man turned out to be two
men, Cavour and (faribaldi, Both, inci-
dentally, wers quite unlike the Prince:
Cavour, peering through steck-rimmed
spectacles, was & moderate statesmnan of
the centsr, and Garibaldi & blunt, hu-
mane, rather quixctic soldier,

Bizmarck was a close student of Ma-
chiavelli, but Marx and Engels did not
pay much attention to him, and the Flo-
rentine's books have never excried great
influence in Russia. In contemporary
history Machiavelli's main impact has
been on Benito Mussolini, In 1924 Mus-
solini wrate a thesis on The Prince,
which he described as the statesman's
essential vade mecom. The Fascist
leader deliberately set himself to imple-
ment Petrarch’s call quoted on the last

page of The Prince:

Che l'antico valore
Nell’ iralici cor non & unvu mvrtu,

Let lwalians, as they did of old,
Pr;:;’e that their courage has not growa
cold,

After a course of muscle building, Mus-
solini sent the Ttalian army into Bthiopia
to founrd a new Roman Empire. He
joined Hitler’s war in 1940, oniy to find
that he had failed to impart to modern
Italians the martial qualities of Caesar's
legions, The final irony oceurred in
1944, when the Nazis were obliged to
occupy northern Italy as the only means
of stopping an Allied walkover, and Italy
again experienced the trauma of 1494 and
1512, Mussolini's failures discredit, at
Ieast for our peneration, Machiavell's
theory that jt is possible for one man to
effect a hieart transplant on a whole people.

What is Machiavelli's significance to-
day? His policy of political duplicity has
been found wanting in the past and is
probably no longer practicable in an age
of democracy and television, His policy
of nationalism is also beginning to date
85 we move into an era of ideological
blocs. His insistence on the need for
military preparedness has proved of
more durable value and is likely to re-
main one of the West's key beliefs. His
technique for solving political problems
through a study of the past is practiced to
some extent by every self-respecting for-
eign minister of oor time.

‘Was Machiavelli, finally, an evil man?
He made an ethic of patriotism, In nor-
mal times that is a poisonous equation,
but defensible, T believe, in the context of
sixteanth-cantury Italy Machiavelli wrote
on the edge of an abyss: he could hear
the thud of enemy boots, had seen pil-
lage, profanation, and rape by foreign
troops. Imaginative as he was, he could
sense horrors ahead: the ending of politi-
cal liberty and of freedom of the press,
which put the lights out in [taly for 230
years, He taught that it is civilized man’s
first duty to save civilization—at all
costs. Doubtless he was mistaken, But it
is not, I think, the mistake of an evil
man.
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Violent Europe (circa 1492) had much art and some science, but was decidedly
not a place of gentleness or environmentalism

" Timothy Foote

Timothy Foole, a memnber of SMITHSO
NiaN s Board of Editors, iy the author of
& book about the Flemish painter Pieter
Bruegel and the Northern Renaissance,

in the dingy engravings of our

schoolbooks. The welcoming ab-
origines ¢lad mainly in innocence, The
handful of Spaniards with swords, their
heads scrunched into pointy heimets.
The Great Discoverer himself roasting in
dark doublet and hose, usually on his
knees in the sand, head raised 1o heaven.
And beside them the shape of a great
¢ross  which, in pecrspective, looms
higher than the distant masts of the three
delicare listle ships offshore.

For Americans it was a familiar
enough image, long beforz a] the heavy
buildup to the 500th anniversary set in.
Columbus, we knew, never put foot or
keel on the continent of North America.
He claimed what he called “*the Indies”
not for any collection of future Pro-
testants from Northern Europe but for
Catholic Spain in the 15th century. But
we were happy to see the man as a hero
#nd the moment on the beach in 1492 as
the start of something that eventually
produced the best hope yet for liberty
aod self-government,

The landing led to much else, of
course. A recent cartoon, for instance,
shows passengers on an antique vessel
admiring & vast and rolling landscape, "1
came here seeking religious freedom,"
one says, ‘‘bur now I think maybe I'll go
into real estate.” Just lately the landing
has also stirred liberal doses of quincen-
tennial surprise and outrage both at Col-

Thcre they-all are, just as they wert

umbus (he was, it appears, a boastful
slave trader with litle concern for the
environment} and at the cruel exploita-
tion following his arrival, as Spanish
adventurers claimed the land and en-
slaved many of ils people,

Even in the long context of history,
some shock is in order, If we are sur-
prised, though, it may be because, apart
from a Borgia orgy or two, we tend [o
think of ths period that launched Col-
umbus to the New World as a golden age.
Bold thrusts across uncharled seas.
Forays back in time to revive the lost
learning of Rome and Greece. And that
sunburst of artistic genius never since
equated. In Everything You Always
Wanted To Know Abowt Sex (Bur Were
Afraid To Ask,) Woody Allen ucges a girl
to hurry up and make love because “‘be-
fore you know it, the Renaissance will be
here and we'l) all be painting.”

Showtime for hurnanism; in shert, the
¢nd of the Middle Ages and the dawn of
Western science; the dazzling moment
when modern man was born,

Modern man was a long way off,
though, and human nature, then as now,

-was notoricusly unreliable, Despite all the

splendid expanditure of intellectual energy
and epg tempera, Western Europe from
1450 to 1306, roughly Columbus’ lifetime,
was a time breathtakingly different from
ours, Among other things, and this we
tend to forget, it was a time when men
telieved so deeply that the body is but a
sleave of flesh containing an immortal
soul, that in good faith they could see
other men (ortured to save their souls, It
was a (ime so precarious that any riss in
population was taken as a sign of pros-
perity. It was also a lime much given to
terror, war, pestilence, famine, slavery

and religious persecution, most ercphat-
{cally nor one to encourage gentleness or
ecological concern.

During Columbus® lifetime, his even-
tual sponsors, Ferdinand and Isabella,
united ¢he kingdoms of Aragon (his) and
Castile (hers), and with starding reli-
gious and secular ferocity turned Spain,
with 2 population of under ten million,
into a naiion. The great event of the year
(492 was not Columbus' sailing but theiz
victory in Granada, bringing back 10
Spain the last portion of Spanish soil in
Mocrish hands, Thal same year the
Spanish Lnguisition issued an ultimatum
to all Spanish Jews: converl to Chris-
tianity or quit the country iIn four
months. A major exodus to North Alfrica
occurred in August 1492, (he very month
when the Nifia, the Pinm and the Sanra
Maria holsted sail and headed west into
the stream of history.

The long bost of Italy, where the Re-
naissance was born, consisted of five
principal parts: the kingdom of Naples,
the republic of Florence (richly domi-
nated by the Medicis), the dukedom of
Milan, the Papal States, which waxed
and waned according to churchly ambi-
tion, and Venice. Only Venice was a
great power, a sprawling city-state that
stretched for miles westward and narth
from the Adriatic, The parts of laly
were constantly fighling with one an-
other, and later being fought over by
Spain and France in combinations and
alliances that shifted, sometimes from
month to month, making carnage fairly
constant. “And all this time,” Swiss his-
torian Jacob Burckhardt wrote of the end
of the 15th century and after, “the mon-
archs of the West year by year beearne
more and more accustomed to a colossal
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political card game in which the stakes
werse this or that province of Italy.”

Other Italian cities. nominally repub-
lics, had given themselves into the hands
of despots, benevolent and otherwise, to
insure a dafense against roving bands of
soldiers, and to maintain some kind of
order within their gates. Venice alone
remalned g real republic, run by an ans-
tere and farsighted oligarchy, with over-
seas possessions like the island of Cyprus,
The city served as 2 trading center for the
Meditarranean world. as far as the Biack
Sea, and her fleet was a bulwark against
the encroaching Ottornan Turks. Venice
was renowned for her courtesans. She
had a retiremeni fund and a pension
system for domestic servants. She cre-
ated the world's most skilled diplomatic
corps. Her espionage service, lke that of
lsrael today, was the envy of the world.
“It can find out what the fish are doing
and also about the fleet which Spain is
preparing in her ports,” ons sultan wrote
an agent in Seville,

In 1453, when Columbus was not yet 2
years old, the armies of the Ottoman
sultan, Muhammad 11, sent a shudder
through Venice and atl Christendom by
taking Constantinople, center of the
Eastern Orthodox Chureh and Byzantine
Empire. In those days, if & ¢ity resisted,
it was officia] policy, often not followed,
to kill the men and sell the women and
children into slavery, They killed Em-
peror Constantine in battle and con-
verted the basilica of Santa Sophia into a
mosque, Two ycars later they took
Athens and converted the Acropols into
¢t mosque. The threat from Islam did not
end umiil 1683, outside the gates of
Vienna.

Like the city-states of Italy, the courty
of 15th-century Europe, famous for
splendor and squalor, were more medi-
eval than modern. Think of nobles and
ladias arrayed in gorgeous, particolored
costumes that trailed in the mud, or
swept ameng the rushes on the foor of
the great hall where hones and leavings
were gnawed Dy dogs. Baths were rare
by modern standards, perfume preva-
lent. You brought your own knife lo
lable, used it 1o cul off what you would
gat, which was deposited on a slab of
hardtack bread, known as a trencher.
Whence the expression “2 good trencher-
man.” Basically you ate with your hands.
(Even in the 16th century people at¢ with
their bands. The great essayist Michel de
Montaigne noted glumly that in his haste
at meals he sometimes bit his fingers.)
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There were new cades of manners
(don't scrateh yourseif or pick your teeth
at table} and how-to books (how to givea
joust), Melees—mock war  between
mounted knights—caused so many inju-
ries that the practice would soon be
phased out. War never went out of style,
but it was changing with the advent cf
guns and explosives. Meanwhile, one
measure of how wide a road had to be
was the length of 2 knight's lance if he
rode with it sideways across his saddle.

Kingdoms were becoming nation-
states or absolute monarchies, enlisting
or extorting financial help from rich
ciies and merchants, raising forces to
make war on rival countries and also to
strengthen the crown by putting down
brigandage and local disorders. The cu-
mulative effect of violence on the com-
mon people, who suffered most from
war, can hardly be imapincd, Much of
the fighting was done by groups of undis-
ciplined men who fought for hire or for
booty. In Iialy they were led by condor-
tieri, freslance commanders who also
were pretty much a law unto themselves.
Qne of the most feared, Bartolomeo Col-
leoni, still throws a chill into tourists
who run across his grim likeness, & huge
equestrian  statue by Verrocchio (hal
stanids in a piazza in Venice.

If passing troops did not rape and burn
and pillage, they lived off the land, strip-
ping it so thoroughly that militacy com-
manders understood an army could
never retreat along the seme path it had
advanced over, People huddied together,
praying to be passed by, or rar for the
nearsst walled town, As guns and explo-
sives were perfected, even walled towns
were ne guarantee of safety. And when
the fighting eased off, bands of ex-sol-
diers roamed the countryside, robbing
and killing, sometimes taking possession
of whole towns.

Even so, it was a time of trade and
pilgrimages to holy sites with saints'
relics, and if a careful count could show
that some saints must have had two heads
and four zrms, few of the faithful com-
plained. In peace or war you tried nat lo
travel except in a targe group, and it was
unwise W lalk loo openly aboul whal
route you planned to take. Even in the
city no one went out at night. At dark all
doors were locked and double-barred.
Tallow candles cost a lot and sinelled, so
people slept from dark tll dawn. City
gates were locked at nightfail. If a tired
traveler arrived & minute or so too late,
he was out of lneck—and in danger—unti!

morning, onless he could find a spot ip
one of the inns Lthat prew up outside the
city walls,

Violence and the threal of violence
bred terror. Punishiments were terrible,
yat people eagerly flocked to see them,
Few ages, oxcept our own~and we
screen it throogh the medium of film—
had more morbid fascination with tor-
ment, killing and death, or more art and
action (o satisfy it. A patron saint of
those who suffered from the Black Death
(SmrTHsoNiaN, February [990), which
had killed off a third of Europe’s popula-
tion the century before, was the martyred
Sebastian, painted again ard again and
again as a fleshly pincushion shot fulf of
arrows. Skeleton-filled woodeuts were
plentifu], variously depicting the Tri-
umph of Death, the Dance of Death or
the Art of Dying.

If executioners wanted to be especially
humane, they sirangled 2 man before
hanging or burning him. Such leniency
did not always please the crowd. Records
show that spectators wauld sometimes
buy a thief who was to be quickly exe-
cuted and arrange to see him being
drawn and quariered instead, Flaying
and burial alive, head down, were also
used. Cruelty permeated many pastimes.
Bear baiting, dog fighting and the worry-
ing of badgers were common. In the
Low Countries, crowds at fairs enfoyed
watching blind men with clubs being
penned up in a stnatl enclosure and co-
erced into trying to beat each other’s
braing out,

Religion and art, culture and learning,
all profoundly intermingled, produced
profoundly shocking and contrary ef-
fecls, Pure, radiant faith and raw repres-
sion, philosophy and savage propaganda,
{ncipient science and ingrained supersti-
tion. We know best and love most the art
of architecrure: timeless, stately piety
(and geometric plimpses of Tuscan coun-
tryside) in the paintings by Piero delia
Francesca, who died in 1452, Leonarde
Da Vinel's Last Sipper and, as the 13005
dawned, the Michelangelo ceiling of the
Sistine Chapel. Painters were more and
more visibly enthralled by the visual
beauty of the world, and even by ravish-
ing pagan subjects (overlaid, of course,
with Christian symbolism), like Sandro
Botticelli’s The Birth of Venus.

Whatever z painting’s subject, most
were painted “for the Greater Glory of
God.” These days, however, we rarely
tend to connect the religious spirit that
infuses such paintings with the torment-
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ing Faith thas helped produce figures like
Torquemads, Queen Isabella’s state it~
quisitor, or the auto-da-fé, an institution
with which he tortured Spain. But they
had a common source. IF Christians
spilled onc another’s blood copiously
over the form of religion in the 15th
century and after, it was partly because
they never doubted that the world was a
divine creation.

The civil war in the humen heart,
petween the cluims of this world and the
next, ran right through the Renaissance.
Waorldliness among merchants and bank-
ers, who gloried in activity and threw off
the medieval notion thar being rich was 2
spiritual liability, paid for civic improve-
ments and history’s greatest art boom.
Warldliness in thought and inquiry led to
humanism, which ultimately would
threaten both the simple faith thet al-
lowed peogple to bear up under adversity,
and the secular pawer of the Roman
church, Worldliness and corruption
among the leaders of that church all but
destroyed it (The term “nepotism”™ is
linked to the proclivirty lhat officially
celibate popes had for favoring their
ngphews"—somelimes bastard sons—
for high office.) Threughout, unworldly
purity within the church tried 1o reform it
and friled, though thousands of the self-
less religious took care of lepers and
ran the hospitals, almshouses and or-
phanages.

SAVONAROLA'S “BONFIRE OF
‘fHE VANITIES”

Some of the carly apostles of purity were

“gende, like Saific Francis. Somc were

savage. In 1494, after the death of
Lorenzo the Magnificent and the expul-
sion of his son Piero, the preacher-priest
Savonarola ook control of the city of
Florence.- He expanded the city’s consti-
tution to give more people the right to
vote, but his main target was worldly

 excess, not only in the Florentine citizen-

ry but in the papacy. He banned books
and challenged the authority of the pope.
At his fiery preachment, people gave up
swearing for o time, and gaming. At
huge public gatherings to expunge lech-
ery and luxury, known as “bonfires of
the vanities,” they outdid one another in
zeal, tossing into the flames rich clothes,
perfumes, jewelry, wigs, toiletries, veils,
dice, playing cards, musical instruments
and paintings of beantiful women. Afier
four years of this, history’s mast noto-
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rous pope, Alexander VI, a Borgia who
had his murderous son Cesare made a
cardinal at age 17, aceused Savonarola of
hetesy and had him hanged from, and
burned on, a gibbet placed on a special
ceuseway built cut into the city's main
square.

We think of the Western world’s first
movable type and the Gutenberg Bible in
1455, and concentrate on the upbeal
news of the general spread of learning
through printed books—some 20 millien
volumes in Europe by the time Col-
umbus sailed in 1492. Among those ti-
tles, though, was a best-seller celled The
Hammer of Witches, Written by a pair of
Dominican scholars and made public in
1486, with a little help from a papal bull
against the heresy of witcheraft it helped
sat off two centuries of torturing, hang-
ing, burning and drowning. The book
describes how witches consort with the
Devil and how they can be identified. It
helpfully provided the formuia for pre-
paring the magic salve they rubbed on
themselves so they could fly: first, feed
stolen, consecrated wafers to toads; then
burn the toads and mix with powder
from the bones of hanged men and the
blood of newborn infants.

Movable type was also used t0 mass-
produce indulgences for remission of the
penalties of sin, which a succession of
popes sold pretty much like war bonds to
finance ambitious projects. This was one
of many outrages about to split the Chris-
tian world from within, setting off the
Reformation und a train of religious wars
that devastared much of Europe off and
on for more than a hundred years. By
1506, the year Columbus died in Spain,
bitter and forgoiten, & man named John
Tetzel, who had acquired a papal indul-
gence concession in Germany, was aic-
tioning indulgences at mass meetings to
the highest bidder, the very thing that
was soon t¢ owirage young Martin
Luther.

Advances in the ficlds of engineering,
design and science proceeded by fits and
starts. More universities were founded.
Arabic numerals began replacing Roman
numerals in the pagination of books.
Arabic and Greek learning in the felds
of geomelry, algebra, astronomy, geog-
raphy and medicine were introduced into
smdy. But people’s notions of the Uni-
verse and of the human body remained
hopelessly inaccurate. Even with the new
type, word often didn’t get around.

For example, the designs of Leonarda,
the man who, more than any other, today

symbolizes the artistic genius and omnivo-
rous etiriosity of Renaissance huranism.
We know now about his practical “inven-
tioris™: all those marvelous things—drawn
with almost machine-shop detail—like
chain links, the spinning wheel, the rope
lzadder, the parachute, But Leonardo kept
his designs to himself, except for warlike
devices, including some exploding can-
nonbails that he offered to Lodovico
Sforza, the Duke of Milan, to get 3 job as
Sforza's military engineer, The duke did
not use them, And the rest of the mote
than {00 devices that prefigure the mod-
ern world of machinery were not redis-
covered for centries.

MILLERS WERE HIGHLY
SUSPECT

Cockstoves had just been invented.
Three years before Columbus sel out on
his third voyage, in 1498, ‘the first dry-
dock was built in England. But machin-
ery was rare in Renaissance Burope, and
most of it dated back to the Middle Ages
or before. The big piece of machinery
that a country person was most likely to
see in his lifetime was a water mil}, a
groat, clanking thing whose mysteries
were known only to the miller. For cen-
wries millers were hated characters
(more even than Jawyers today) because
farmers suspecled they took more than 2
proper share of the grain brought to the
mill for grinding. Tt was widely thought
that returned flaur was bulked out with a
little fine send. There were strict punish-
ments, Cheating was hard to prove,
though, so people went on feeling

cheated. The comic cuckolding of the -

miller in Chaucer's Canterbury Tales
was the equivalent of a modern ant-
fawyer joke.

High school history teachers inspiringly
tell us that in the inexorable march of
pragress, Nicolaus Copernicus, born
during Columbus’ lifetime, made the
world understand rhat Earth orbited the
Sun, (This theory had been explored by
Arab astronomers two cenfuries befors,
but Western scholars were unaware.)
Copernicus’ reason was that if the Sun
moved around Earth, lhe eccentric
movements of planets and more distant
stars didn’t make mathematical sense.

Copetnicus was largely right. Bul his
outrageous ¢laim made little impression.
If Earth revolved around the Sun, scoffers
pointed out, it would have 1o be spinning
pretty fast. Wouldn't birds be feft be-

219




6. RENAISSANCE AND REFORMATION

hind? If you droppad a stone from a
tower, wouldn’t it hit the ground yards
away? For more than a cemtury, even
learned folk went on believing that the
Sun and the planeis moved around Earth
on powered belts called spheres, which
resembled the rings of Saturn and were
driven by the outermost sphere, known
as the prime mover.

Copernicus could not prove his theory
hecause there was no telescope for accu-
rare study of celestial bodies. Moreover,
the church set about meking it heresy to
say that Earth orbited the Sun. It wasn’t
until 1610 that Galileo perfected a tele-
scope good enough to see the moons of
Jupiter and to observe that Venus had
phases like cur moon, which meant that
it circled the Sun, virmally proving Co-
pernicus rigat. By then, however, the
strupgle between science and religion
had hardened 2nough so that Galiloo was
forced to recant his findings.

Sometimes a great leap forward pro-
duced by the revival of ancient science
was actively pursued, bui with limited
results, not because of church disap-
proval, but because the new humanist
scholars had a tendency to regard any
scientific observations by the ancients as
sacrosanct. Example: the rediscovery of
medical writings by Hippocrales, and
especizlly by the great second-century
anatornist Galen, which encouraged fur-
ther study and practice.

The church had been against the dis-
memberment of bodies ever since the
Crusades, when dying crusaders some-
times got friends o promise to boil them
down or cut them up, the better to trans-
port them home. But after his rediscov-
ery, Galen was recognized as the father
of the science of anatomy, and approvals
wers piven, especially to celebrated phy-
sicians and painters, to dissect human
cadavers.

The work was mostly done in winter
and in haste (there being no refrigera-
tion), and performed on the bodies of
convicted thieves and murderers who,
presumably, had less chance at bodily
resurrection than virtuous folk, At such
events, the exalted physician did no cut-
ting. He stcod on a high pulpit reading
from Galen, while below, the poor bar-
ber-surgeon did his best to prove that the
cadaver matched Galen's description,
Pictures of these scencs show crowds of
students and plain rubberneckers press-
ing in arcund the corpse. Alse, some-
times, a small dog waiting for any choice
bits that may come his way.
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Galen had used Barbary apes in his
experiments, and there were some dra-
mnafic anatomical discrepancics. Bul
since Galen could not be wrong, these
were usually blamed on the ineptitude of
the surgeon. Even Andreas Vesalivs, one
of the great anatomists of all time, hotn
just cight years aftar the death of Col-
umbus, deferred to Galen's errors, Yethe
finally incurred the wrath of professors
at the University of Paris because many
of his findings, based on dozens of per-
sonal dissections of human bodies, dis-
agreed with Galen's. What physicians
could quote from Galen's lext was, in a
sense, their meal ticket In the profession;
they did not want jt jeopardized by any-
thing so mere 4§ AcCUracy.

A great hindrance to medicine was
ignorance of physiology. Galen never
understoad that the heart is a muscle; he
thought blood wes moved back and
forth, like the tide, impelled by some
mysterious heavenly spirit, It was not
untll the 17th century that William
Harvey unlfocked the sscrets of the circu-
latory system. In Columbus’ time and for
several hundred years after, doctors
thought health and tcmperament were
determined by the mix of the famous
four humors (i.e., fiuids) of the body:
blood, phiegm, choler (yellow bile) and
melancholy (black bile). The ideal was
balance. Whatever mix yon received
from the gene pool determined your dis-
position, then known as your "complex~
ion,” A choleric man was likely to be
yellow-faced, lean, proud, ambitious,
shrewd and quick to anger. A sanguine
man, having much blood, was likely to
be cheerful and optimistic. Doctors
mostly sought to change a paticnt’s body-
fluid balance, the oid standbys being
puking, purging and bleeding.

Clearly the early Renaissance was no
time to be sick. Public faith in the medi-
cal profession had fallen because doctars
had proved so helpless during the plague
years, earnestly suggesting such cures us
inhaling the smell of billy goats. Besides,
even after its warst period of killing, the
plague did not ga sway either, and there
was still np cure and almost no praven-
tion. As late as 1484, when the 33-year-
old Columbus had just asked for backing
from King John II of Portugal and becn
rebuffed, the plague killed 50,000 people
in Milan,

Diagnosis was like blindman’s buff.
Indiana University professor Ann Car-

* michacl, author of Plague and the Foor

in Renaissance Florence and doctor of

medicine rrned medical historian, has
been studying computerized medical and
dedth records [rom 100,000 cases re-
corded in Florence and Milan circa 1450
and after, She notes that people did not
ceally expect cures. Doctors were simply
expected to provids some carc and eas-
ing of pain.

Except for the bieeding and puking,

Carmichzel feels, much of the care was’

good. Doctors kept patients quict, saw
thet wounds were cleaned and bandaged,
and used effective herbs and salves,
many of them left over from the medi-
cally underrated Middle Ages. Though
Renaissance barber-surgeons were looked
down upon by lordly physicians who
spouted mock science and took high
fecs, thay could set bomes and cut off
legs. (To ease the pain, the patient was
given things like mandrake root, hen-
bane or opium in wine, As late as the
18th century, however, it sometimes took
five people to extracl a tooth—four to
hold down and one to pull,) Surgety and
bone setting were expensive. If you frac-
tred a wrist or dislocated a shoulder and
hadn't the means, chances were you'd get
an enduring bone infection or be left to
heal gradually—mors or less crooked
and crippled for the rest of your life.

There were no antibiotics, Pus was
taken as a sign of healing (whence, until
late in the 19th century, the term *laud-
able pus"). Babies died in the thousands
of gastrointestinal diseasss. Even loday,
Carmicheel notes, in the Third World,
“diarrhen can turn a baby into 2 prune in
less than four days.” In the 15th century
three out of Fve children failed to reach
age 5; Tully half did not make it to age
20,

The plague had taught people some
things, As 4 great maritime power, Ve-
nice established the quarantining of
sailors off arriving ships, initially for a
period of 30 days, To cut down possible
sources of contagion when plague threat-
ened, many cities banned the resals of

old clothes (which were burned instead).

Communal public baths were banned,
too.

Florence had a city ordinance forbid-
ding citizens to throw dead cats into the
river Arno, Bt there, as elsewhere, peo-
ple were regularly buried in city church-
yards that leached into nearby streams.
in some places parbage wus burned or
collected to be tossed over the city walls,
(In Paris as late as 1512, the pile outside
the walls was so high that the king had it
temoved because he thought invaders

A AR

AT B i B Fmn




!
!
{
‘

e P N

R e

rrmg me et

’
i
r
:
ih'l;‘
i

might climb up the garbage and scale the
clty’s defenses.) In lalian cities piazzas
were kept clean, but in the hackstrests,
refuse often simply lay around 10 be
churned to a kind of black muck after
rains., Farm animals living inside the
cities added 10 the mess, but when cities,
with a view to cleanliness, banned their
presence inside the walls, things got
worse. It turned out thet city pigs had
been performing a major cleanup service.

Oceasionally the revival of ancient
learning was swifily absorbed; extended
and applied to.a real problem, changing
Man's conception of the world, By far
the happiest example, especially for Col-
urmbug’ quincentennial year, lay in the
ficld of sailing, after Portugal's Henry
the Navigator set up a center for sharing
knowledge. Onc notable event was the
recovery of Geography, a lreatise writ-
ten by Claudius Ptolerny in the second
century A.p. and lost to Western Burope
for hundreds of years.

In the }400s, 8 Buropean man in the
sereet may possibly have figured the
world was fiat. But church scholars, as
welt as other learned men, had iong

regarded it as @ globe. Nevertheless, they

thought thet its lower half was uninhabi-
wble except for weird creatures, such as.
giams with a single huge fool. Around
the Equator lay @ “torrid -zone," whers
the sea was boiling hot, For purpoases of
spiritual orientation, on most *world
maps” of the time, Jerusalem was pre-
sented as the center of the world, On
others, more realistic in intent, only the
Mediterranean, Europe, the Middle East
and the top part of the bulge of Africa
had any detail. The Tndian Ocean was a
vague inland sea. The nether regions ol
the globe were as firmly closed as outer
space to the questing imagination.
Piotemy’s Geography, printed up in
vook form in the late 14705, helped
change all that because it used informa-
tion garnered from longtime Islamic ex-
perience, as well as from the far-flung
records of the Roman Empire and the
conquests of Aléxarder the Great, Plo-
Jemy’s maps projected: the surface of the
globe onto a flat surface, preuty much as
we do today, and showed sonie detail
sbout the East African coast and the
Indian Ocean. Perhaps more imporiant,
Piolemy had divided the complete circle
of the globe into 360 degrec units of
longitude, estimating each degree as
about 57 miles long at the Equaror, con-
siderably less than the 69 miles we now
know to br the case, '
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“Maps,"' as J. R. Hale puts it, "are
diagrams of the possible.”” To sail any-
where, risking your life, you must at
least imagine whete you are going. With
Prolemy's Geography, and others, in
hand, Portuguese saiiors who had been
fallowing the coast of Africa farther and
facther south could imagine sadling
around the tip of Africa to India and the
Spice Islands, instead of paying Arab
middlemen a whopping price for dear
items Jike pepper and cloves. In 1487
Portuguese capwin Vasco da Gama did
just that, gramatically expanding Eu-
Tope’s vision of the world.

COLUMBUS COOKED HIS
FIGURES

Then came Columbus. Using Prolemy’s
distances, in addition to the observations
of enother scholar, Pierre d*Ailly, who
reasoned that between Spain and the
Indies there were only 135 degrees of
open sea, Columbus copked his figures
to reduce the number of sea or land miles
in each degree of longitude, By his reck-
oning, Japan lay only 2,760 miles frem
Spain, or roughly a gquarter of what it is.
Wild for financial backing, he once
noted, *“The end of Spain and the begin-
ning of India are nat far apast . . . and it
is known that this sea is navigable in a
few days' time with favoring wind,"”
History has much derided the Spanish
experts who were leary of Columbus’
estimates. They wete right. But Ferdi-
nand and [sabellz were right to back him
anyway, By risking the equivalent of
£7,200 and the use of two ships (he had
to charter the third) they got tide to much
of the New World.

Within 30 years, trading ships were
shuttling back and forth where, shortly
before, hardly a man had dreamed of
going, The Wester: Hemisphere was be-
ing explored, the Pacific had been
crossed and, with Magellan’s voyage of
1519 (Smirusonian, April 1991), Euro-
peans had made jt around the world. All
this eventally meant & flood of silver,
gold, land and sugarcane profits, as
Spain became the most powerful country
in Europe, with a far-flung, enduring
empire. It also brought an appalling ex-
pansion of slavery.

There was litle in Columbus' back-
ground to make bim feel glum about any
of the above. He was very much a man of
his time in his courage and in his faith
that God wanted alt this o happen, as

well as in his passion for trade and his
desire to exploit the physical world. His
Europe was a smallish peninsula sticking
out from the landmass of Asiz, with
much seacoast north and south reachable
from inland, many harbors for shipping
and rivers for waterpower and trade.
Europe's way to the gold and spices of
the East had been slow and expensive,
since it was controlled by the Arab world
and lay through the Middle East, until
navigators solved the problem. As histo-
rian Fernand Braude! notes, 15th-ceatury
Europe needed to expand jnto the New
World.

Columbus needed to make his trip pay.

When it turned out therc wasn't much

gold where he landed, he naturally
turned to the enslavement of the poor
people of the Indies. Hadn't Aristolle, 2
fount of Renaissance learning and the
father of scientific classification, decreed
thar mankind is divided into two classes,
the few {(and smart) destined to be mas-
ters, the many to be properly classified
as slaves?

Slavery cxisted everywhere—includ-
ing the New World (though no one knew
that yer) and Africa, The Turkish sultan’s
whole army and many of his administra-
tors were his personal sluves. William
Phillips, author of the recent study Slav-
ery from Roman Times, draws on dala
showing that by 1400, Arab traders
working West Africa had brought back
four million slaves for he Middle Easl
alone.

The cruelty and expansion cf slavery
in the New World seems more reprehen-
sinle. however, precisely because in
\5th-century Europe slavery was rcla-
tively rare and getting rarer. This was
partly bceause Christianity taught that
manumission of slaves was pleasing to
God, partly becuyse peasants wsre more
efficient than slaves in handlirg Euro-
pean agriculiure.

MANY FAMILLES HAD A SLAVE
OR TWO

Christians were not allowed to ensiave
other Christians, but many city familics
in 15th-century Europe had a domestic
slave or two, Mosdy young, white and
female, they lived with the family and
found it relatively easy to marTy or work
their way to freedom. They were 4c-
quired as pagans, wsually in Eastern Bu-
rope or Circassia, and baptized to save
their souls only after they were in ser-
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vice. (As carly as the 12th century, the
word for “slave™ in Italian, German,
Spanish, Prench and English derived
from the word *'Slav,'")

From the start, there was anguished
complaint by a few Spaniards about
Spanish mistreatment of native people in
New Spain—and sbout slavery. By 1542,
with slaves being brought in from Af-
tica, the church and the Spanish gov-
ernment bad banned enslavement of
“Indians” in the New World, but for
some groups in the Caribbean it was too
late. They were all but extinct.

It is the fresh awareness of such things
{often overlooked in previous, upbeat
historles of the period), as well as the
fiew envircnmental passion, that have led

" to condermnations of Columbus and what
followed him. The Buropean “discov-
ery” of the New World, as one outraged
chronicler recently put it, defiled the
Garden of Eden, corrupted paradise, and
brought little with it but “deforestation,
extermination, cruelty, destruction and
despoliation.”

Such a view may be forgiven, perhaps,
as distorted overstatement in a virtuous
cause, It is hardly necessary, though, to
start a list of hard-won and useful things
that eventually reselted from Euro-
peanized thought and action after the Old
World arrived in the New; trial by jury,
freedom of religion, medicine 10 cure or

prevent almost all manner of plagues,
painless dental drills, attempts at unjver-
sal education, the Bill of Rights and
rights for women, the seeds of parlia-
mentary dernocracy, hope at last for a
united United Nations, not to mention
the whole rich complexity of Hispanic
America today.

The real foolishness of such judg-
ments lies in the utopian delusion that
thers ever was a paradise here, and a
hopelessly skewed perspective that seems
to want us to believe thar the globe has
been going downhill since the Paleolithic
period when, granted, few hunian beings
were defiling it. The New World in 1492
(SmiTasoniaN, November 1991) was
sparsely populated and largely under-
developed. But war and slavery existed.
So did slashing and burning for agricul-
wre, end imperial exploitation, And
those who ceremonially split a virgin's
heare each day to please their deity, or
sacrificed babies for rainfall (the more
tears, the more rainfall, it was thoughe)
can hardly be seen as demizens of a
Garden of Eden, free of violence and
greed, wholeheartedly dedicated to be-
nevolence and ecological harmony.

If the biblical story of the Garden of
Eden has any application here, in fact, it
is only as a figurative reminder that
humans are not angels. They seem, in-
stead, creatures doomed by providence

or evolution te a prolonged, perhaps
endless, struggle with greed, lust, vio-
lence and ignorance. Anyone who doubts

‘it has only to glance at the daily papers.

Medieval Europeans knew thds, but
blamed Man's sinfulness for much that
happens in the world, figuring that the
issue mostly would be settled between
the Devil (in those days he was “as real
as a sorp tooth ™) and the Deity. From the
Renaissance on, men felt more prideful
about mankind, This remarkable cre-
ation, cruel and greedy, yet capable of
selflessness and herolsm, located some-
whare between the beasts and the angels
in the great chain of being, had one
unigque and distinguishing skill and vir-
tue—the compulsion and the capacity to
learn and experiment—and so might yet
prove able to change history for the
betier.

Since Charles Darwin’s Qrigin of Spe-
cies we've understood that it will be a
slow business at best, a matter of trial
and error. Little use in blaming this rece
or that goverument. In any Garden of
Eden drama, Man will aslways be the
sorpent—and Adam and Bve as well,
James Madison said it all at the Constiru-
tional Convention: *'If men were angels
no government would be necessary.”
Columnbus, and the land that launched
him, simply helped another act begin,
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Luther: Giant of
His Time and Ours

Half a millennium after his birth, the first Protestant

t was a back-room deal, little differ-
ent from many others siruck at the
time, but it triggered an upheaval that:
altered irrevocably the history of the
Western world. Albrecht of Branden-
burg, a German niobleman-who had pre-
viously acquired. a dispensation from the.

-Vatican to become a priest while under-

age and to head two dioceses 4t the same
time, wanted yet another favor from the

‘Pope: the powerful archbishop’s chair in

Mainz. Pope Leo X, a profligate spender
who needed money 'lo bujld St. Pewr’s
Basilice, pranted -the appointment—for
24,000 gold pieces, roughly equal to the
annual imperial revenues in Germany. It
was worth it Besides being a rich source
of income, the Mainz post brought Al-
brecht a vote for the next Holy Roman
Emperor, which could be sold o the
highest bidder.

In return, Albrecht agreed to initiate
the sale of indulgences in Mainz, Granted
for good warks, indulgences were papal-
ly controlled dispensations drawn from
an eterna), Vtressury of merits” built up
by Christ and the saints; the thuxch
taught that they would help pay the debt
of “tesmporal punishment” due in purga-
tory for sins commitied by either the
penitent or any deceased person. The
Pope received half the proceeds of the
Mainz indulgence sale, while the other
half went to repay the bankers who had
lent the new archhishop gold.

Enter Martin Luther, a 33-year-old
pricst and professor at Wittenberg Uni-
versity. Disgusted not only with the traf-
fic in indulgences but with its doctrinal
underpirnings, he forcefully protested to
Albrecht—never expecting that his ae-
tion would provoke-a sweeping uprising
agalnst a corrupt church. Luther’s chal-
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is still a towering force

lenge culminated in the Protestant Rafor:
mation and the rending of Western-
Christendom, and made him a towering
figure in European history. In this 500th
anniversary year of his birth (Nov. 10,
1483), the rebel of Wittenberg remains
the subject of persistent study, It is seid
that more books have been written about
him than anyone else in history, save his

own master, Jesus Christ, The fenais- .

sance in Lather scholarship suczounding
this year’s anniversaty serves as a re-
minder that his impact on modern life is
profound, even for those who know little
aboul the doctrinal feuds that brought
hizn unsought fame. From the distance of
talf a millenniom, the man who, s His-
torian Hans Hillerbrand of Southern
Methodist Upiversity in Dailas says,
brought Chuistianity from lofty theclogi-
cal dogma to a clearer wd more persangl,
petisf is still able fo stimulate more
heated debate than all but a handful of
historical figures.

Indeed, as the reformer who fractured
Christianity, Luther has latterly become
a key to-reuniting it. With the approval of
the Vatican, and with Americans taking
the lead, Roman Catholic theologians are
working with Lutherans and other Pro-
testants to sift through the 16th century
disputes and se¢ whether the Protestant-
Catholic. split can some day be over-
come. In a remarkable turnabout, Catho-
lic scholars today express growing
appreciation of Luther as a *“father in the
faith™ and are willing to play down his
excesses. According to a growing con-
gensus, the great division need never
have happened at all.

Beyond his importance as a religious
leader, Luther had a profound effect on
Western culture. He is, paradoxically, the

983, pp. 100-103. Copyright @ 1983 by Time Warnet Inc, Repsinted by permission,

last medieval man and the first modern
one, a political conservative and  spiri-
tal revolutionary. His impact is most
marked, of course, in Germany, where
he laid the cultural foundations for what
Jater became & united German nation.

When Luther attacked the indulgence
business in 1517, he was not only the
most popular teacher at Wittenberg but
also vicar provincial in charge of eleven
houses of the Hermiis of St. Augustine.
He was brilliant, tireless and a judicions
administrator, though given to bouts of
spiritual depression. To make s point
on indwgences, Luther dashed off 93
theses condemning the systems (*'They
preach human folly wha pretend that as
soon as money in the coffer rings, a soul
from purgatory springs”) and sent them
to Archbishop Albrecht and a number of
theologians. ®

The response was harsh: the Pope
eventually rejecied Luther’s protest and
demanded capitulation. Tt was then that
Luther began asking questions about
other aspects of the church, including the
papucy itself. In 1520 he charged in an
open letter to the Pope, “The Roman
Church, once the holiest of all, has be-
come the most licentious den of thieves,
the most shameless of brothels, the king-
dom of sin, desth and hell.”’ Leo called
Luther “the wild boar which has invaded
the Lord’s vineyard.”

The following year Luther was sum-
moned to recant his writings before the
Diet of Worms, a council of princes

+Despite colorful legend, it is not certain he
ever nailed them to the door uf the Castle
Church.
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convened by the young Holy Roman
Emperor Charles V. In his closing de-
fense, Luther proclaimed defiantly: **Un-
less I am convinced by testimony from
Holy Scriptures and clear proofs based
on reason—because, since it is notorious
that they havé erred and contradicted
themselves, I cannot believe ejther the
Pope or the council alone—1 am bound
by conscience and the Word of Gad.
Therefore [ can and will recant nothing,
because to act against one’s conscience is
neither safe nor salutary. So help me
God.” (Experts today think that he did
not acmally speak the famous words,
“Here I stand. I can do no other.")

This was hardly the cry of a skeptic,
but it was ample grounds for the Em-
peror o put Luther under sentence of
death as 2 herstic, Instead of being cxe-
cuted, Luther lived for ancther 25 years,
became a major author and compeser of
hymns, father of a bustding household
and a secular fgure who opposed rebel-
lion—in all, a commanding forcs in Eu-
ropean affairs. In the years beyond, the
abiding split in ‘Western Christendom
developed, including a large component
of specifically "Lutheran” churches that
todzy have 69 million adherents in B3
nations.

The enormous presence of the Wiiten-
berg rebel, the sheer force of his person-
ality, still broods over all Christendom,
0oy just Lutheranism. Although Luther
declared that the Roman Pontiffs were
the “Antichrist,” today’s Pope, in an
anniversary tip of the zucchetto, mildly
speaks of Luther as “the reformer.” Ecu-
menicel-minded Catholic theclogians
have come to rank Luther in importance
with Augustine and Aquinas, “No one
who came afler Luther could match
him," says Father Peter Manns, a Catho-
lic theologian in Mainz. “On the ques-
tion of truth, Luther is a lifesaver for
Christians.” While Western Protestants
still express embarrassment over Lu-
ther’s anti-Tewish ranlings vr his skepri-
cism about political clergy, Comeriunist
East Germany has turned him into a
secular saint becavse of his influence on
German culture, Party Boss Erich Hon-
ecker, head of the regime's Lutherjahr
committee, is witling to downplay Lu-
ther’s antirevolutionary ideas, using the
glant figure to bolster national pride.

Said West German President Karl
Carstens, as he apened one of the hun-
dreds of events commemarating Luther
this year: *Luther has become a symhol
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of the unity of all Germany, We are all
Luther’s heirs.”

After five centuries, scholars stitl have
difficulty coming to terms with the con-
tradictions of a tempestions man, He
was often inexcusably vicions in his writ-
ings (he wrote, for instance, that one
princely foe was a “faint-hearted wretch
and fearful sissy' who should “do noth-
ing but stand like 2 eunuch, that is, a
harem guard, in a foel’s cap with a fly
swatter'). Yat he was kindly in person
and so generous 1o the needy that his
wife despaired of balancing the house-
hold budget, When the plague struck
Wittenberg and others fled, he stayed
behind to minister to the dying. He was a
powerful spiritual author, yo! his words
on other vecasions were so scatological
that no Lutheran periodical would print
thern today. His writing was hardly sys-
tematic, and his owtput runs to more than
100 volumes. On the average, Luther
wrote a major wact or treatise avery two
weeks throughout his life.

The scope of Luther's work has made
him the subject of endless reinterpreta-
tion. The Enlightersnent treated him as
the father of free thought, conveniently
omitting his belief in a sovereign Cod
who inspired an anthoritative Bible, Dur-
ing the era of Otto von Bismarck a
centery ago, Luther was fashioned into a
nationalistic symbol; 70 years later, Nazi
propagandists claimed him as one of
their own by citing his snti-Jowish
polemics,

All scholars agree on Luther’s impor-
tance for German culwre, surpassing
even that of Shakespeare on the English-
spealdng world. Luther's masterpiece
was his translation of the New Testament
from Greek into German, largely com-
pieted in ten weeks while he was in
hiding after the Worms confrontation,
and of the Old Testament, published in
1534 with the assistance of Hebrew ex-
perts. The Luther Bible sold massively in
his lifetime and remains today the autho-
rized German Protestant version. Before
Luther’s Bible was published, there was
no standard German, just 4 profusion of
diaiects, "It was Luther,” said Johann
Gottfried von Herder, one of Goethe's
teentors, “who has awikened and let
loose the giant: the German language.”

Only a generation ago, Catholics wers
trained to consider Luther the arch-here-
tic. Now no less than the Vatican's spe-
¢ialist ont Lutheranism, Monsignor Aloys
Klein, says that *Martin Luther’s action
was beneficial to the Catholic Church.”

Like many other Catholics, Klein thinks
that if Luther were living today there
would he no split. Xlein's colleague in
the Vatican’s Secretoriat for Promoting
Christian Unity, Father Pierre Duprey,
sugpests that with the Second Vatican
Council (1962-65) Luther “got the coun-
cil he asked for, but 450 years too late.™
Vatican II accepted his contention, that
in a sense, all balievers are priests; while
the council left the Roman church’s hier-
archy intact, it enhanced the role of the
laity. More important, the council moved
the Bible to the center of Cetholic life,
urged continual reform and institsted
worship in local languages rather than
Latin.

One of the key clements in the Refor-
mation was the question of “justifica-
tion,” the role of falth in relation to geod
works in justifying a sinner in the eyes of
God. Actually, Catholicism had naver
officially taught that saivation could be
attained only through pious works, but
the popular perception helds otherwise.
Luther recognized, as University of Chi-
cago Historian Martin Marty explains,
that everything “in the system of Catho-
lic teaching szemed aimed toward ap-
peasing God. Luther was led to the idea
of God not as an angry judge bul us a
forgiving father. [t is a position thai gives
the individual a great sense of freedom
and sscurity™ In effect, says US. Histo-
rian Rolend Bainton, Luther destroyed
the implication that men could “bargain
with God,”

Father George Tavard, a French Cath-
olic expert on Protestantisim who teaches
in Ohio and has this month published
Justification: An Ecumenical Study (Pau-
list; $7.95), notes that “today many
Catholic scholars think Luther was right
and the 16th century Catholic polemicists
did not understand what he meant. Both
Lutherans and Catholics agree that gaod
works by Christian believers are the re-
sult of their faith and the working of
divine prace in them, not their personal
contributions to their own salvation.
Christ is the only Savior. One does not
save oneselfl” An interpatonal Lu-
theran-Catholic commission, exploring
the basis for possible reunion, made a
joint statement along these lines in 1980.
Last month a parallel panel in the U.S.
issued a significant 21,000-word paper
on justification that affirms much of Lu-
ther's thinking, though with some careful
hedging from-the Catholic theologians.

There is doubt, of course, about the
degree to which Protestants and Catholics
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can, in the end, overcome their differ- '

ences. Catholics may now be permitted
w sing Luther's £ Mighty Fortress Is
Our God or worship in their native lan-
guages, but a wide gulf clearly remains
on issues like the status of Protestant
ministers and, most crucially, papal
authoriry.

During the futile Protestant-Catholic
reunion negotiations in 1530 at the Diet
of Augsburg, the issue of priestly celi-
bacy was as big an obstacle as the faith
vs, good works controversy. Luther had
married a nun, to the disgust of his
Catholic conternporarics. From the start,

the marriage of clergy was a sharply

defined difference between Protestan-
tism and Catholicism, and it remains a
key barrier today. By discarding the con-
cept of the mural superiority of celibacy,
Luther established sexuality as a gift
from God. In genersi, he was a lover of
the simple pleasures, and would have had
little patience with the later Puritans, He
spoke offhandedly about scx, enjoyed
good-natured joshing, beer drinking and
food (“If our Lord is permitted to create
nice large pike and good Rhine wine,
presumably [ may be allowed to eat and
drink™). For his time, he also had an
elevated opinion of women, He cher-

ished his wife and enjoyed fatherhood, -

siring six children and rearing eleven
orphaned nieces and nephews as well.

But if Luther’s views on the Catholic
Church have come to be accepted even
by many Catholics, his anti-Semitic views
remain a problem for even his most
devoted supporters. Says New York City

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum: *“The anniver- -

sary will be marred by the haunting
specter of Luther's devil theory of the
Jews."

Luther ssailed the Jews on doctrinal
grounds, just as he excoriated “papists”
and Turkish “infidels.” But his work
tiled On the Jews and Their Lies (1543)
wenl so far as to advocate that their
synagogues, schools and homes should
be destroyed and their prayer books and
Talmudic volumes taken away, Jews were
to be relieved of their savings and put to
work a5 agricultural laborers or expelled
outrighe,

Fortunately, the Protestant princes ig-
nored such savage recommendations,
and the Lutheran Church quickly forgot
about them. But the words were there to
be gleefully picked up by the Nazis, who
removed them fram the fold of religious
polemics and used them to buttress their
20th century racism. For z good Lu-

The room where Luther transfated the
New Testament; title page of his Bible

theran, of course, the Bible is the sole
authority, not Luther’s writings, and the
thoroughly Lutheran Scandinavia vigor-
ously opposed Hitler’s racist madness. In
the anniversary year, all sectors of Lu«
therznism heve apologized for their foun-
der’s views,

Whatever the impact of Luther’s anti-
Jewish tracts, there is no doubt that his
political philosophy, which tended to
meke church people submit Lo state au-
thotity, was craclal in weakening opposi-
tion by German Lutherans to the Nazis.
Prabably no aspect of Luther’s teaching

48. Luther
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is the subject of more agonizing Pro-
testant scrutiny in West Germany today.

Luther sought to declericalize society
and to free people from cconomic bur-
dens imposed by the church. But he was
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soon forced, if reluctantly to deliver
considerable control of the new Pro-
testant church into the hands of secular
rulers who alone could epsure the sor-
vival of the Reformation. Luther spoke
of “two kingdoms,” the spiritual and the
secular, and his writings provided strong
theological support for authoritarfan
government and Christian docility.

The Lutheran wing of the Reforma-
tion was democratic, but only in terms of
the church ltseif, teaching that a plow-
man did God's work as much as a priest,
encouraging lay leadership and seeking
to educate one and all. But it was Calvin,
not Luther, who created a theology for
the democratic state. A related aspect of
Luther's politics, controversial then and
now, was his opposition fo the bloody
Peasanmts’ War of 1525. The insurgents
thought tiey were applying Luther's
ideas, but he urged rulers to crush the
revolt: “'Let whoever can, stab, strike,
kill.” Support of the rtlers was vital for
the Reformation, but Luther loathed vio-
lent rebellion and anarchy in any case,

Today Luther’s law-end-order approach
is at odds with the revolutionary romant-
cism and libcration theologry that are popu-
lar in some theology schools, In contrast
with modern European Protestantism's so-
cial pospel, Munich Histotian Thomas
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Nipperdey says, Luther “would not sccept
modemn attempts to build a utopin and
would argue, on the contrary, thet we as
mortal sinners are incapable of developing
a paradise on sacth,”

Meanwhile, the internal state of ths
Lutheran Church raises other questions
about the lasting power of Luther's vi-
sion. Lutheranism in the U.S., with 8.5
million adherents, is stable and healthy
The church is also growing in Third
World strongholds like racially torn
Namibia, where black Lutherans pre-
dominate. But in Luthcranism's historic
hearfland, the two Germanys and Scan-
dinavia, thers are deep problems. In Bast
Germany, Lutherans are under pressure
from the Communist regime, In West
Germany, the Evangelical Church in
Germany (E.K.D.), a church federation
that includes some non-Lutherans, is
wealthy {annual income: $3 billion), but
membership i6 shrinking and attendance
at Sunday services is feeble indeed, Only
6% of West Germans—or, for that mat-
ter, Scandinavians—worship regutarly.

What seems to be lacking in the old
Euwropean churches is the passion for
God and his truth that so characierizes
Luther. He retains the potential to shake
people out of religious complacency.
Given Christianity's need, on all sides,

for a good jolt, eminent Historian Heiko
Oberman muses, “I wonder if' the time of
Luther isn’t ahead of vs.”

The boldest assertion about Luther for
modern believers is made by Protestants
who claim that the reformer did nothing
less thau enable Christianity to survive.
In the Middle Ages, too many Popes and
bishops were little mors than corrupt,
luxary-loving politicldns, neglecting the
teaching of the love of God and using the
fear of God to enhance their power and
wealth. George Lindbeck, the Lutheran
co~chairman of the international Lu-
theran-Catholic commission, believes
that withemt Luther “religion would have
been much Jess important during the next
400 to 500 years. And since medieval
religion was falling apart, secularization
would have marched on, animpeded.”

A provocative thesis, and 2 debalable
one, But with secularization still march-
ing on, almost unimpeded, Protestants
asd Catholics have much torreflect upon
as they scan the five centuriss aftor Lu-
ther and the shared future of thejr still
divided churches, .

—By Richard N. Ostling,

Reported by Roland Flamini and

Wanda Menke-Gliickert/Bonn, with
other bureaus,
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