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Senate Bill 12 (SB 12) Impact on School Counseling

Effective September 1, 2025, Texas Senate Bill 12 significantly changed 

how school counseling services are delivered by requiring annual parental 

consent before schools provide many routine mental health and counseling 

services to students. This increased administrative requirements and 

required extensive parent communication efforts.

■ Consented: 28,220 (85.8%)

■ Restrictions: 243 (0.7%)

■ Opt Out: 493 (1.5%)

■ Unanswered: 3,901(11.9%)

Total Students: 32,857



Inaugural Year for the NISD Student Wellness Center 

■ Evening counseling - T/Th

■ Staffed by NISD counselors 

and/or university interns

■ Central location - NHS in 

the fall and Pike MS in the 

spring

■ Short-term, solution-

focused

128 students served in 2025-2026



Exceeded the State’s Goal for 2026

■ Currently, 66% of NISD teachers and staff are trained.

■ We are offering 18 classes over the next 3 months, training an 

additional 540 staff members.

■ Sessions offered fully virtual, hybrid, or in-person

*Must have 25% trained by 2025-26, 50% by 2026-27, 75% by 2027-28, & 100% by 2028-29



Elementary Counselor Time Tracking
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Middle School Counselor Time Tracking
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High School Counselor Time Tracking
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65% Increase
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School Climate and Bullying Survey
Aware of anonymous reporting? Know how to report 
bullying, harassment, and other safety concerns

Elementary Secondary

2024 No district data 

available 

66%

2025 41% 75%

2026 45% 83%



Chronic Absenteeism & Truancy: 
SB 991 - Expansion of At-Risk Reporting 
Reporting 

Chronic = 
6,106 
students

Truant = 
6,794 
students

2024 94.7%

2025 95.2%

2026 95.5%

ADA



Truancy Intervention 

Truancy Intervention 
Jazmin Lopez, LMSW

Truancy Intervention
Haleigh Shaeffer, LMSW



Optional GPA Exemption: Begins this fall

Beginning with students entering the ninth grade in the fall of 2024, juniors and seniors shall 

have the option to exclude grades earned in up to two elective courses from their GPA and 

class rank calculation, in accordance with administrative regulations. A student may apply an 

exemption to a core course if the student elects to take the course in addition to any core 

courses required for graduation.

EIC Administrative Regulation outlines further details related to this process.

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1759332791/nisdtxorg/gjwwkahhqs8oc5asw9m7/EICR09-2025new002.pdf


Senate Bill 2314 (SB 2314) 

Texas Senate Bill 2314 officially establishes 

the My Texas Future online portal to help 

public high school students connect with 

higher education institutions. Passed during 

the 89th Legislative Session, the bill makes it 

a graduation requirement for students to 

opt-in or formally decline data sharing for 

direct college admissions. 

Updated Senior Requirements for 

2027: 

■ Foundation High School Program

■ Endorsement(s) - if applicable

■ STAAR exams

■ Speech 

■ CPR

■ Proper Interaction with Peace   

Officers

■ FAFSA/TASFA

■ My Texas Future



Counseling Excellence Awards

Hughes Elementary, 

Pike Middle School, 

and Wilson Middle 

School received the 

CREST Award.



DISTRICT LEADERSHIP

Dr. Jamie Farber

Director of Counseling
Shelbee Russell

Counseling Coordinator

Thank you!
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