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RFP Number: 2026-001
Issue Date: 6/15/26
Proposal Due Date: 7/6/26

Project Name: Jefferson Elementary Playground Replacement Project

1. INVITATION TO PROPOSE

Arkansas City Public Schools USD 470 is soliciting sealed proposals from qualified playground
manufacturers, suppliers, and installers for the design, purchase, delivery, and installation of a
new playground structure at Jefferson Elementary School.

The District seeks a high-quality, durable, safe, and developmentally appropriate playground
structure designed specifically for elementary-aged students, with a focus on play value, student
engagement, accessibility, and long-term durability.

2. DISTRICT INFORMATION

Arkansas City Public Schools USD 470
2545 Greenway Road

Arkansas City, Kansas 67005

Phone: 620-441-2000

Attn: Braden Smith
Assistant Superintendent of Business and Operations

Project Site:

Jefferson Elementary School
Arkansas City, Kansas

3. PROJECT PURPOSE

The purpose of this project is to replace and/or upgrade the primary playground structure at
Jefferson Elementary to better serve students in grades PreK-5.

The District desires a playground environment that:

Promotes physical activity

Supports social interaction and imaginative play
Meets ADA accessibility standards

Provides age-appropriate challenge levels



e Prioritizes student safety
e Maximizes durability and longevity

Input from school leadership, site council, and student stakeholders has informed the priorities
for this project.

4. SCOPE OF WORK

The successful proposer shall provide all labor, equipment, materials, supervision, freight, and
installation necessary to complete the project.

Required Services:

Site evaluation and design consultation
Playground equipment design and layout
Removal of existing equipment (if applicable)
Delivery of all equipment and materials
Complete installation

Safety surfacing installation (if included)
Final safety inspection

Staff training on maintenance and inspections

Design Expectations
Proposals should include:

Multiple climbing opportunities

Slides

Balance features

Upper body play opportunities

Inclusive play elements

Sensory play components

Shade considerations (preferred)

Ground-level play opportunities

Capacity to serve multiple students simultaneously

Age Group
Primary target users:

o Ages 5-11
e Elementary students grades K—5



Compliance Requirements
Equipment must comply with:

ASTM International standards

CPSC Public Playground Safety Guidelines
ADA Accessibility Guidelines

IPEMA Certification (preferred)

Warranty Requirements
Vendors must provide:

Structural warranty

Parts warranty

Installation warranty

Surfacing warranty (if applicable)

Warranty details must be clearly outlined.

5. TIMELINE
Milestone Date
RFP Issued 6/15/26

Site Visit (Optional) 6/23/26

Questions Due 6/26/26
Addendum Issued 6/29/26
Proposal Due 7/6/26
Review Period 7/7-1/10
Board Approval 7//13/26
Notice of Award 7/14/26
Installation Start Summer 2027

Substantial Completion Before August 12,
2027



The District reserves the right to adjust dates as necessary.

6. SITE VISIT
An optional site visit will be available for vendors wishing to assess existing conditions.

Date: 6/23/26
Time: 10 am

Participation is strongly encouraged.

7. SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Proposals must include:

Company profile

Years in business

Experience with K—12 playground installations
Minimum of three (3) school references
Proposed design renderings

Equipment specifications

Detailed pricing

Installation schedule

Warranty documentation

Proof of insurance

Safety certifications

Appendix A requirements

Submission shall include:

e One (1) sealed hard copy
e One (1) electronic PDF

Clearly label:
RFP 2026-001 — Jefferson Elementary Playground Replacement
Submit to:

Arkansas City Public Schools USD 470
Attn: Braden Smith



2545 Greenway Road
Arkansas City, KS 67005

Email: braden.smith@usd470.com

Late proposals will not be accepted.

8. EVALUATION CRITERIA

Proposals will be evaluated using the following criteria:

Criteria Weight
Cost 35%
Design Quality / Play Value 25%
Durability / Warranty 15%
School Experience / References 15%

Installation Timeline 10%

The Board reserves the right to award the proposal deemed to be in the best interest of the
District.

9. INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS

Successful vendors shall provide:

General Liability: $1,000,000 per occurrence
Workers Compensation: Statutory requirements
Automobile Liability: $1,000,000

Umbrella Liability: $1,000,000

Arkansas City Public Schools USD 470 shall be named as additional insured.

10. TAX EXEMPT STATUS
Arkansas City Public Schools USD 470 is exempt from Kansas sales tax.

Tax exempt documentation will be provided upon request.



11. COMPLIANCE

Vendors shall comply with:

Federal, state, and local laws
OSHA regulations

Kansas procurement statutes
Drug-Free Workplace requirements

Criminal background requirements for onsite personnel

12. TERMS AND CONDITIONS

The District reserves the right to:

Reject any or all proposals

Waive informalities

Request additional information
Negotiate terms

Cancel the RFP process at any time

The District is not responsible for costs incurred by vendors in preparing proposals.

13. QUESTIONS

All questions shall be submitted in writing to:

Braden Smith

Assistant Superintendent of Business and Operations
Arkansas City Public Schools USD 470
braden.smith@usd470.com

620-441-2000

No verbal interpretations shall be binding.

END OF REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

APPENDIX A

DESIGN NARRATIVE & RENDERINGS



Each proposer shall submit a complete design narrative and supporting visuals for the proposed
Jefferson Elementary Playground Replacement Project.

This appendix is intended to provide the District with a clear understanding of the proposer’s
design philosophy, equipment selection, safety considerations, and alignment with the
educational and developmental needs of Jefferson Elementary students.

Failure to provide all requested materials may result in reduced evaluation scoring.

1. DESIGN NARRATIVE

Provide a written narrative (minimum 1 page) that addresses the following:

A. Overall Design Philosophy
Describe the overall vision for the playground and how the design promotes:

Physical activity
Social interaction
Inclusive play
Imaginative play
Sensory engagement
Student safety

B. Student Experience
Explain how the proposed design supports:

e Multiple students using the space simultaneously
e Age-appropriate challenge levels for students ages 5—11
e Different types of play (climbing, sliding, balancing, upper-body, social play)

C. Accessibility and Inclusion

Describe how the playground design meets ADA accessibility standards and supports students of
all abilities.

Include:

Ground-level accessibility
Transfer points
Accessible surfacing

Inclusive play elements



D. Safety Considerations
Describe the safety features of the proposed design, including:

Fall zone planning
Sightlines for supervision
Equipment spacing
Surfacing recommendations

Shade considerations

E. Durability and Maintenance
Explain:

Material selection

Expected product lifespan
Maintenance expectations
Replacement part availability
Long-term ownership considerations

2. REQUIRED VISUALS
Each proposal must include:

Top-down site layout

Equipment labels and descriptions
Dimensions of overall footprint
Fall zones identified

ADA access points identified
Surfacing area clearly shown

Recommended supervision zones

3. CAPACITY SUMMARY

Provide the following:

Category Total
Total Recommended User Capacity

Ground-Level Play Activities
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Elevated Play Activities
ADA Accessible Components

Inclusive Play Components

4. MATERIAL SPECIFICATIONS
Provide a summary of materials used, including:

Decking

Posts

Slides

Hardware

Shade structures (if included)
Surfacing materials

Attach manufacturer specification sheets.

5. OPTIONAL ALTERNATES
Vendors may include alternate options or enhancements separately.
Examples:

Shade structures

Additional inclusive features
Expanded surfacing
Additional climbers

Site furnishings (benches, trash receptacles, bike racks)

All alternates must be clearly separated from base bid pricing.

DISTRICT PRIORITY STATEMENT

Arkansas City Public Schools values playground environments that promote active play,
accessibility, safety, and long-term durability. Proposals should reflect these priorities and
demonstrate thoughtful design for elementary-age learners.
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ADDENDUM #1
RFP 2026-001
Jefferson Elementary Playground Replacement Project

Contents:
Clarifications:
1. Budget
o $60,000 - 80,000 expectations
2. Removal of Existing Equipment
o Included in base bid
3. Safety Surfacing
o Priced as alternates
o Vendors may propose turf or poured-in-place
o Shade structures as alternate
4. Concrete Work
o Include footings, curbs, sidewalks as needed
5. Utilities
o District aware of standard utilities only
o Vendors should assess drainage
6. Design Approach
o Single or multiple zones acceptable
o Pre-K area optional alternate
7. Stakeholder Priorities (students, parents, site council)
o Climbing
Slides
o Balance
o Inclusive play
o0 Durability
o Supervision visibility
8. Renderings
o 3D preferred
o 2D required
9. Board Presentations

o Not anticipated, but district reserves the right
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