
Northwestern Lehigh School District 
6493 RT 309, New Tripoli PA 18066 

School Board Meeting  
District Boardroom 

Wednesday, April 15, 2026, 7:00 p.m. 
  
1. Opening Procedures 
1.01 Call to Order 
The April 15, 2026, Board Meeting of the Northwestern Lehigh School District Board of Directors was 
called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Vice President Todd Leiser. 
  
1.02 Opening exercises included the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence 
  
1.03 Roll Call 
PR/AB 

PR John Casciano AB Todd Hernandez PR Todd Leiser 
AB Willard Dellicker AB Becky Hite PR Rachael Scheffler 
AB Joseph Fatzinger PR Lauren Hunsicker PR Jennifer Senavaitis 

  
Also Present: Natalie Keller, Brynn Wentz, Dr. Geoff Whitcomb, Sheryl Shiffer, Alan Shiffer, Aileen 
Yadush, Matthew Givler, Amy Wahl, Krista Keys, Jill Berlet, LeAnn Stitzel, Andrea Edmonds, James 
Hawk, Christie Steigerwalt, Kevin Birosik, Jennifer Holman, Troy Sosnovik, Paige Gross, Jessica Moyer, 
Stacy Eisenhard 
  
1.04 Approval of Agenda 
  
Moved: J. Senavaitis          Seconded: R. Scheffler    Vote: 5 Aye, 0 Nay 

  
1.05 Welcome 
The President welcomed guests. 
  
1.06 Courtesy of the Floor 
Rev. Whitcomb, PA Democrat nomination candidate for the 187th House District, said he is here to 
understand the budget process. 
 
S. Shiffer introduced herself, and said she drives a school bus for the district.  
  
1.07 Minutes  
Approval of Minutes from the March 18, 2026, Board Meeting and the April 1, 2026 Workshop Meeting. 
  
Moved: J. Casciano          Seconded: R. Scheffler   Vote: 5 Aye, 0 Nay 

  
1.08 Recognition/Presentations 
None at the time. 
  
1.09 Board President's Report 
None at the time. 
  
1.10 Superintendent's Report 
J. Holman reported that she received the 2026 PSBA State of Education Report, noting that districts 
across the state are experiencing severe budget strains.  
  
2. Personnel 
2.01 Approval is requested for the personnel items as attached: 
J. Holman asked for approval of the attached agenda with the exception of B5. 



  
 
The following motion approved all items on the personnel agenda, with the exception of B5: 
Moved: R. Scheffler          Seconded: J. Casciano    Vote: 5 Aye, 0 Nay 

 
A. Yadush introduced and welcomed Natalie Keller who will be a Language Arts Teacher at the high 
school for the 2026-2027 school year.  N. Keller said she is excited to be a part of this team and 
thankful for this opportunity. 
 
K. Keys introduced and welcomed Brynn Wentz who will be a Learning Support Teacher at 
Northwestern Elementary for the 2026-2027 school year.  B. Wentz said she is extremely grateful for 
the opportunity and thanked the Board.  
 
2.02 2026-2027 Support Staff Rate Sheet 

 
 



2.03 2026-2027 Healthcare Employee Contributions  

 
 
The following motion approved agenda items 2.02 and 2.03: 
Moved: J. Senavaitis          Seconded: J. Casciano    Vote: 5 Aye, 0 Nay 

 
3. Curriculum/Building Issues 
3.01 Curriculum Textbooks 
Texts will be on public display for 30 days in the District Board Room. 
  
We will be seeking approval at the June 3, 2026 Workshop Meeting. 
  
Series/Textbooks Pending School Board Approval for the 2026-2027 school year: 
  

Series/Text Title Subject/ Grade Publisher 
Innovamat  

Thinking Math! Mathematics: Grades K - 5 Innovamat Education, Inc. 

  
4. Policy 
4.01 First Reading of the Following Policies 
T. Sosnovik said he has not received any questions or comments regarding these policies. 
317-Conduct/Disciplinary Procedures 
317.1-Educator Misconduct 
318-Attendance and Tardiness 
319-Outside Activities 
320-Freedom of Speech by Employees 
321-Political Activities 
  
4.02 Second Reading and Final Approval of the Following Policies: 
T. Sosnovik said he has not received any additional questions or comments regarding these policies. 
141-Home or Charter School Participation in Interscholastic Sports and/or Extracurricular Activities 
313-Evaluation of Employees 
314-Physical Examination 
314.1-HIV Infection 
  
Moved: R. Scheffler          Seconded: J. Senavaitis    Vote: 5 Aye, 0 Nay 

​   
4.03 Recommendation to rescind the following policies: 
300-District Administration 
 

https://go.boarddocs.com/pa/nwlsd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=9WXHH5488843
https://go.boarddocs.com/pa/nwlsd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=AKHRU76AA758
https://go.boarddocs.com/pa/nwlsd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=9WXHH9488CB6
https://go.boarddocs.com/pa/nwlsd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=9WXHHA488DF9
https://go.boarddocs.com/pa/nwlsd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=9WXHHB488F3B
https://go.boarddocs.com/pa/nwlsd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=9WXHHC48907E
https://go.boarddocs.com/pa/nwlsd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=9WXHAR479937
https://go.boarddocs.com/pa/nwlsd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=9WXHGU487D7D
https://go.boarddocs.com/pa/nwlsd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BTWMHV5B61F2
https://go.boarddocs.com/pa/nwlsd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=9WXHGZ48833A
https://go.boarddocs.com/pa/nwlsd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=9WXHFQ485372


Moved: J. Senavaitis          Seconded: J. Casciano   Vote: 5 Aye, 0 Nay 
  
5. Operations 
5.01 Obsolete Vehicles 
  
Moved: J. Casciano          Seconded: J. Senavaitis   Vote: 5 Aye, 0 Nay 

​    
6. District Finances 
6.01 2026-2027 Budget Update (Info Only) 
J. Holman reviewed staffing for the 2026-2027 school year. 
 
C. Steigerwalt reviewed the budget updates. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

​  
 
C. Steigerwalt asked the Board what percentage they would like to use for the proposed final budget.  
The will of the Board was to use a three percent tax increase. 
 
6.02 Trash Removal Services 
C. Steigerwalt said this is to continue trash removal services with Republic Services for the 2026-2027 
school year.  

 
Moved: J. Casciano         Seconded: J. Senavaitis   Vote: 5 Aye, 0 Nay 

​  
6.03 Booked Authors Agreement 
​  
6.04 Gruvin' Enterprises DJ Entertainment Agreement 
​   
6.05 CLIU Facilities Plan 

 



6.06 General Healthcare Resources Agreement 
 
6.07 Reports 
C. Steigerwalt recommended the Board receive the following Reports for February: 

 
 

The following motion approved agenda items 6.03 through 6.07: 
Moved: R. Scheffler         Seconded: J. Casciano    Vote: 5 Aye, 0 Nay 

​    
6.08 Approval of the following bills as listed for payment: 
1.  Fund 10 General Fund 
2.  Fund 32 Capital Reserve 
3.  Fund 37 Capital Projects 
4.  Fund 51 Food Service Fund 
5.  Fund 58 Tiger Concession 
6.  Procurement Card – purchases totaling $22,662.97 
 
Moved: J. Casciano         Seconded: R. Scheffler    Vote: 5 Aye, 0 Nay 

   
7. Other Reports 
7.01 Enrollment Report 

 
 
7.02 Foundation Report 
L. Stitzel provided an update on upcoming Foundation events. 
 
7.03 Committee Reports as follows: 

●​ Intermediate Unit 
○​ None at the time. 

 



●​ Lehigh Career & Technical Institute 
○​ R. Scheffler reported that the budget is expected to be approved soon.  She also 

announced the resignation of Darin VanNorman and noted that he will be missed. 
 

●​ Lehigh Carbon Community College 
○​ None at the time. 

 
●​ Recreation Commission 

○​  None at the time. 

8. Old Business 
None at the time. 
  
9. New Business 
9.01 District Attorney Holihan  
J. Holman reported that she received an email from Dr. Holihan’s office requesting an opportunity to 
attend a board meeting to deliver a 30–45-minute presentation regarding services and resources 
offered by his office, as well as local crime rates and a question-and-answer period. 
 
The Board determined that a formal presentation would not be appropriate for a board meeting, but 
he would be permitted to speak during the public comment portion of the meeting if he would like. 
  
10. Communications 
10.01 Courtesy of the Floor 
None at the time. 
  
10.02 Communications / Notes for the Board from Rachael Scheffler, Secretary 
None at the time. 
  
10.03 Administrative / Building Sharing 
A. Edmonds provided an update on PDE’s on-site monitoring visit and expressed appreciation to the 
team for all of their hard work and efforts with compliance monitoring. 
 
J. Berlet shared past and upcoming events at Weisenberg Elementary. 
 
K. Keys shared past and upcoming events at Northwestern Elementary. 
 
A. Wahl shared past and upcoming events at the Middle School. 
 
A. Yadush shared past and upcoming events at the High School.   
 
J. Hawk updated the Board on the sprinkler project. 
 
T. Sosnovik recognized Andrea Edmonds for all of her hard work with compliance monitoring. 
 
J. Holman updated the Board on the Circle of Season visit today and thanked the administrators who 
helped with the visit. 
  
10.04 Board Member Sharing 
T. Leiser shared the passing of Willard Wanamaker, noting his active involvement in the community 
and expressed condolences to his family. 
  
10.05 Meeting Announcements 
An Executive Session for Personnel was held after the Board Meeting on March 18, 2026 in the 
Boardroom. 
  
A Workshop Meeting was held on April 1, 2026 at 7:00 PM in the Boardroom. 
An Executive Session for Personnel was held after the Workshop Meeting on April 1, 2026 in the 
Boardroom. 
  
A Workshop Meeting will be on May 6, 2026 at 7:00 PM in the Boardroom 



An Executive Session for Personnel will be on May 6, 2026 after the Workshop Meeting in the 
Boardroom 
  
A Board Meeting will be May 13, 2026 at 7:00 PM in the Boardroom. 
  
11. Adjournment 
Upon motion by J. Senavaitis, seconded by J. Casciano, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
  
  

Respectfully submitted, 
  
     
 
                                                
Rachael Scheffler, Secretary 
By S. Eisenhard, Assistant Secretary 

  
 


