
        Summer Reading Tips  
  
  

A. Take the Pre-Reading seriously  
  

• Take advantage of the opportunity to gather clues about what you will be reading   
• Take the time to genuinely write about your thoughts, ideas, and prior knowledge to get your brain in 

motion to understand and think more clearly about what you read.   
• Answering the pre-reading questions will lead to confidence as you read. The pre-reading is like a GPS 

that can help you get to where you need to be because you know what you’re looking for.  
  

B. Learn your reading rate for your fiction book so you can manage your time and finish  
  

• The first time you read your book, set your timer/stopwatch on your phone for 30 minutes.   
• Read, nonstop, until the time is up, then count the number of pages you read.   
• Divide the number of pages you read into the total number of pages in the book.  

  
Example: You read 14 pages in 30 minutes for a 250 page book.  Divide 250 by 14, Approximately 18, 

30-minute reading sessions are needed to complete the book. Reading rates usually increase as readers get 
used to the style and voice of the writer. However, not everyone reads at the same rate, and that’s OK. Know 
your reading rate and make adjustments if needed.   

  
  C. Control your reading routine  

  
• Know your summer schedule. Do you attend camps, play sports, have a job? Be sure you know when you 

are able to read during the day and work around your summer fun and responsibilities.  
• Do not procrastinate. Choose to read on your own terms so   
• Find a comfortable space to read, but not so comfortable that you will fall asleep.  

  
  D. Have a positive attitude  

  
• A positive attitude=positive results.  
• You will get out of the reading what you put into the reading. If you have a negative attitude…if you take 

short cuts…if you make the task a fight with your parents…if you see it as a chore or a punishment…then 
your reading and journal responses will not be done to your true potential.   

• Choose a book that aligns with your interests and keep an open mind.   
  

 E. Honesty and authenticity will help you succeed in your journal writing.  
  
• Most of the Big Questions will be applicable to all parts of your book. Simply write what you think makes 

sense and show your work by supporting your idea with text from the book  
• Read genuinely and honestly. The internet is filled with responses for every book used in schools. Trust 

your own intelligence, common sense, and feelings to write responses.   
• Avoid the temptation to cheat by using the internet, copying off your classmates, or using AI.  If you play 

games and try to trick the teacher, you run the risk of losing that game along with the teacher’s trust.  Make 
a good first impression at your new school with your new teacher.  



2026 Freshman Summer Reading List  

This summer you will be assigned one work of fiction and several short, nonfiction essays in 
preparation for your transition to St. Francis High School. Please review the list of novels below, selected 
based upon topics our students enjoy reading about most. Choose any novel from the list and then follow 
the attached directions for reading and writing in your journal. You will be required to read essays from a 
collection of short works about Buffalo, NY. All freshmen are required to use this book for their 
nonfiction assignment.  

Fiction (Choose one novel from any category)  

   Adventures in Nature and the Outdoors  

Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson                20,000 Leagues Under the Sea by Jules Verne 

   Mystery and Crime  

This is Our Story by Ashley Elston                             Murder on the Orient Express by Agatha Christie  

    Spiritual Journeys  
  

The Midnight Library by Matt Haig                           The Great Divorce by C.S. Lewis  

Science Fiction  

Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card                             The Martian by Andy Weir  

    Sports  

The Crossover by Kwame Alexander                           Ghost by Jason Reynolds  

Video Games and Gamers  

Ready Player One by Ernest Cline                               Slay by Brittney Morris  

   War  

Soldier’s Heart by Gary Paulsen                                  Sunrise over Fallujah by Walter Dean Myers  

Fantasy  

The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien                                     Nemesis by Brandon Reich   

  

Nonfiction (All Freshmen will use this book for the nonfiction assignment)   
  

    Right Here, Right Now: The Buffalo Anthology ed. By Jody K. Biehl  
 
 
 
 
 



Freshman Summer Reading Journal Directions 
 
FICTION PRE- READING DIRECTIONS:  
Complete the work listed below BEFORE you begin reading your book. Respond to each prompt below in your 
summer reading journaling notebook.  
 
1.  Review the “Summer Reading Tips” sheet with a family member what you will need to do to be 

accountable and successful in completing your work by September. Begin your journal by writing a few 
sentences about your discussion and your plan for success.  
 

2.  Preview and Predict:  
• Why did you pick this book?  
• What do the title, the graphics, or the back cover tell you about the book?  
• What are you expecting from your reading based on what you might have heard from others who have read 

it or movies that have been made about it? 
 
3. Complete a Google search of the author’s biography. Skim through the information you find and locate 
details about the following: 
• where the author is from 
• religious beliefs or cultural values associated with the author 
• historical or political events that may have impacted the author’s life 
• pop culture impact from this book or other works by the author 
 
4. We will explore some of life’s Big Questions throughout freshman year in English class. Some of those 
questions are listed below. Prior to reading your book, choose one Big Question from the list and write a 
short answer to the question based on what you’ve learned in life from your own experiences and observations.

What does it take to be a survivor? 
Can ordinary people be heroes? 
What makes someone feel like an outsider?  
Are old ways the best ways? 
Can you recover from tragedy? 

When is a risk worth taking? 
Why do people fear change? 
Why do people break the rules? 
How important is money? 
How important is telling the truth

 
READING JOURNAL:  
After every 1/4 of the book, choose ONE Big Question from the list that applies best to the section of text 
you read. For example, Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card is 324 pages long. 324 divided by 4 is 81. So 
for every 81 pages, you would write a short response of 8-10 sentences using a Big Question.  You may use 
the same Big Question more than once.  You may also use a different Big Question for each section. 
Follow these steps for your response: 
 

1. Select a Big Question and briefly summarize one interesting or important detail from your reading that 
led you to choose the Big Question.  

2.  Discuss what you can infer about the writer’s message or purpose by examining how the Big Question 
applies to the events in the book.  

3. Include text evidence from the book that supports your response about the Big Question. 

Journal Response Heading Example: 
Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card                       Journal Response 1   Pages 1-81 
 
 

 



NONFICTION PRE-READING DIRECTIONS:  

All freshman students will read a few essays from the book Right Here, Right Now: The Buffalo 
Anthology ed. By Jody K. Biehl before entering school in September. This book is a collection of 
writings about the people, the culture, and the history of Buffalo and Western New York. The various 
authors share their passion and memories about Buffalo in a way that will help you learn more about the 
city while making you reflect on your own experiences as someone who either is from Western New 
York or is currently living in Western New York. The first semester of your freshman social studies 
class is titled The History of Buffalo, New York. These readings will give you a head start on the 
material you’ll be learning about while also giving you practice in reading and analyzing nonfiction.  

PRE-READING: Read the “Introduction” of Right Here, Right Now: The Buffalo Anthology ed. By 
Jody K. Biehl (pages 7-9). Respond to each of the following prompts in your notebook. Responses 
should be 4-8 sentences in length.  

1. What is the main idea that the author is trying to introduce and communicate with the reader? 
2. Where did her idea for the title of the book come from? What do you think the title means? 
3. What did you learn about Buffalo and the people of Buffalo from the introduction? Provide examples.  

 
READING JOURNAL: There are five, labeled sections in the book. You will be required to read one 
essay from each section for a total of five essays. The sections and essays are listed below.  

1. Our City, Then & Now   –”Where is Buffalo?” by Luke Hamill (pages 18-19) 
2. Flashpoints   –”Tampa Stadium, January 27, 1991” by Marv Levy (pages 52-58) 
3. Neighborhood Stories   –”Back in the Day: Remembrances of Black Buffalo from the 1940s and 

1950s” by Georgia Burnette (pages 112-118). 
4. Food, Art, Books & Music   –”I am a Buffaholic” by Andrew Z. Galarneau (pages 163-168) 
5. Home & Belonging   –”A Hydraulics Boyhood” by Tom Dudzik (pages 206-211) 

 
After you complete each essay, respond in your journal using the same prompts as listed above. 
Responses should be 4-8 sentences in length. 

1. What is the main idea that the author is trying to introduce and communicate with the reader? 
2. What do you learn about the City of Buffalo’s history, geography, or culture? Provide Examples. 
3. What did you learn about the author of the essay or the people of Buffalo, in general? Provide 

examples.  
 
FICTION AND NONFICTION FINAL ASSESSMENTS: When you enter school in September, 
you will use the responses from your journal to complete final creative and formal assessments 
that will be assigned by your English and Social Studies teachers.  
 
SUMMER READING WORKSHOPS: The St. Francis English Department will be hosting 
workshops throughout the summer. Information will be sent in the Red Raider Review and from 
the Admissions Office regarding dates and times.  
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: Trust yourself and your ability to do your own work. Please re-read 
the “Summer Reading Tips” regarding authenticity in your work.  Make a good first impression. 






