
Summer Reading 
 Incoming 8th Grade



“
JTIS students,

The purpose of the JTIS Summer Reading Assignment is to encourage 

students to keep reading and thinking over summer break.  You will get to choose 

a book from a list of titles generated by both teachers and students.  There are 

two parts to the JTIS Summer Reading Assignment. 

JTIS parents, 

For the JTIS Summer Reading Assignment,  your child will be choosing a 

text.  The titles and overviews are attached.  Sharing this information gives you 

the opportunity to preview the subject matter and content of these books.  Some 

contain more sensitive content than others.  We encourage you to read along 

with your child and discuss the book as you do so.
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Atomic Habits
Author: Clear, James

Genre: Self Help

Brief Summary:
Atomic Habits by James Clear is a 
comprehensive, practical guide on how to 
change your habits and get 1% better every 
day. Using a framework called the Four Laws of 
Behavior Change, Atomic Habits teaches 
readers a simple set of rules for creating good 
habits and breaking bad ones.
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Matched
Author: Condie, Allyson

Genre: Science Fiction

Brief Summary:
The Society controls every aspect of its citizens' lives. 
Their food is delivered at set times. All but 100 songs, 
poems, and historical moments have been purged. 
Through matching, the Society even selects a person's 
mate. Somehow, though Cassia sees not one face but 
two when she is Matched. 
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Chasing Lincoln’s  
Killer

Author: Swanson, James

Genre: Biography

Brief Summary:
This volume is an adaptation of Swanson’s Manhunt: 
The 12-Day Chase for Lincoln’s Killer.  Divided into 14 
chapters and an epilogue, the sentences are shorter 
and chapters are condensed from the original but the 
rich details and suspense are ever present.
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We Were Liars
Author: Lockhart, E.

Genre: Young Adult

Brief Summary:
A beautiful and distinguished family. A private island. A 
brilliant, damaged girl; a passionate, political boy. A group 
of four friends—the Liars—whose friendship turns 
destructive. A revolution. An accident. A secret. Lies upon 
lies. True love. The truth. 
Spending the summers on her family's private island off 
the coast of Massachusetts with her cousins and a special 
boy named Gat, teenaged Cadence struggles to remember 
what happened during her fifteenth summer.
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Cover-up: Mystery at the  
Super Bowl

Author: Feinstein, John

Genre: Mystery

Brief Summary:
THE SUPER BOWL. America's biggest sports spectacle. 
More than 95 million fans will be watching, but fledgling 
fourteen-year-old sports reporters Steve Thomas and 
Susan Carol Anderson know that what they'll be watching 
is a lie. They know that the entire offensive line of the 
California Dreams have failed their drug tests and that the 
Dreams' owner is trying to cover up the test results. These 
two teens are sitting on the biggest sports scandal of the 
decade. What they don't know -yet - is how to prove it.
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Click on the Fill-in Guide for Fiction and 
Nonfiction to help organize notes from the book 
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Summer Reading Fiction Assignment Fill-In Guide

Summer Reading Nonfiction Assignment Fill-In Guide

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BexN6cQ57fpj3Nw7dYABkCwOdMdUJYyKtC_zoeYOzHg/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VCPej84JCgqcQWZ2hYhwTaKBxEiaBNgdrb-h8awZ-KE/edit?tab=t.0

