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The Governor's 
Summer Learning Challenge 

To support you as you work toward 
finishing the Governor's Summer Reading 
Challenge, the following list of titles has 
been compiled by the Connecticut State 

Library. 

Every reader has different interests and 
reads at different levels, so choose a book 

that's right for you! 

If none of the books on the list appeal to 
you, check the grade above or below. You 
can also reach out to your public library! 

They're professionals at guiding readers to 

find the perfect book! 

\t,~ CT State Library 
~ ~ CT Library for Accessible Books 

. . • .. ·.: 
• ,.:_.;: INSTITUTE of • 

··:~:~. Museumandl1brary 
• .••::: SERVICES . . : 

This project is funded by the State of 
Connecticut and the Institute of Museum 
and Library Services under the provisions of 
the Library Services and Technology Act, 
administered by the Connecticut State 

Library. 

Descriptions for the books are compiled 
from Goodreads and Novelist. 
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Novel 

Cabin Head and Tree 

Head 
Scott Campbell 
Cabin Head and Tree Head are 
irresistible buddies who have 
fun together, support one 
another's ideas and help one 
another overcome challenges. 

Don't Eat Eustace 
Lian Cho 
When Bear, who lives alone in 
a lighthouse, catches Eustace 
the fish for lunch, Eustace's 
pleas may be just enough to 

Picture Book change Bear's menu. 

Early 
Reader 

Earl & Worm #1 
Greg Pizzoli 
Neighbors Earl and Worm 
couldn't be more different. Bird 

Earl bounces through life. 
Introverted Worm prefers quiet 

times at home with a book . 

Eyes That Kiss in the 
Corners 
Joanna Ho 
A young Asian girl notices that 
her eyes look different from her 

peers but she recognizes her 

Picture Book own beauty, self-love, and 
empowerment. 



The Governor's Summer Learning Challenge 

Reading List Grade 2 

1~ 'Jif," The Fastest Drummer ~ 
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I'm Sorry You Got Mad 
Kyle Lukoff 

.... ...... professional drummers of the 

After he hurts his friend Zoe's 
feelings, Jack discovers there's 
more to an apology than just 
saying "I'm sorry." 

Biography 
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Graphic 
Novel 

Henry's 
Picture·Perfect Day 

Chapter 
Book 

1 

early 20th century. 

The Fire-Breathing 
Duckling 
Frank Cammuso 
An adopted, fire-breathing and 
scaly "duckling" tries to find out 
who he really is. 

Henry's Picture-Perfect 
Day 
Jenn Bailey 
It's Picture Day and the 
teacher says the class will 
take a perfect picture, but 
Henry, a sensitive child on the 
autism spectrum, does not 
feel perfect. 

How Sweet the Sound 
Kwame Alexander 

Picture Book 
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Early 
Reader 

Lone Wolf Gets a Pet 
Kiah Thomas 
Grumpy Wolf wants jellybeans, 
and it seems that the only way 
he can get some is to win the 
local Best Pet Competition, but 
first he has to find a pet who will 
cooperate. 

Meet the Mini-Mammals 
Melissa Stewart 
Big mammals like elephants, 
hippos, and giraffes get a lot of 
press, but what about the little 

Nonfiction guys? 

Mystery Driver 
Elizabeth Tracy 
Alice is determined to build the 

A celebration of the history of ~ fastest car in the boys-only soap 
~~ Black music in America features ~~~~~1..... box derby. She works with 

,..l ....... ~ 

artists including Miles Davis, .,..,.,...-<.::-:!'~'=..,.."'" Daddy to build a car with an 
Kendrick Lamar, Billie Holiday, airplane's nose cone, in a story 

Nonfiction Ella Fitzgerald, Beyonce and Biography of engineering and joy of 

more. creating one's dreams. 
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'Reina Ramos 

Orris and Timble 
Kate Dicamillo 
Treasure-hoarding rat Orris 
might seem like a grumpy loner, 

but when he meets a trapped 
owl, he just has to help, leading 
to an unlikely friendship. 

Otis & Peanut Find a 

Way 
Naseem Hrab 
Together, the iconic long-haired 

guinea pig and naked mole rat 
navigate deep truths about life 
and human nature while letting 

their friendship shine. 

Reina Ramos, 
Neighborhood Helper 
Emma Otheguy 

Graphic 
Novel 

Tate Tuber, Space Spud 
Michael Slack 
Tate Tuber is a potato who 
wants to be an astronaut, but 
when he gets his chance to go 
on a mission, it is not what he 

expected 

The Teeny-Weeny 
Unicorn 
Shawn Harris 
Tired of being small in a family 
of extra-large unicorns, Teeny-
Weeny Unicorn runs away from 

Picture Book home, but an encounter with an 
gnome makes him wonder if 
he's teeny weeny--or just the 

right size. 

This Is How We Play 
Jessica Slice 
With love and adaptation, this 
is how we play demystifies and Early 

Upset because her class lost 

the food drive competition, 
Reina remembers just what the 
competition was all about after 

Reader spending some time helping her respects how people with 
Abuela. Picture Book disabilities and their families 

Survival Scout: Tsunami 
Maxwell Eaton Ill 

• .. ~ _a Learn about tsunamis - the 
.... ~ ......... ~· • causes, recognizing the signs, 

Graphic and evacuation plans. 

Novel 

use adaptive, imaginative, and 
considerate play so everyone 
can join in the fun . 
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J. Dillard 
Jacqueline Jules 
Jennifer Thermes 

Melissa lwai 
Norm Feuti 

Saadia Faruqi 
Shannon Hale 

Susan Hood 

Reading List 

Additional Reading Lists 

The Charter Oak Book Awards! 

Grade 2 


