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The Governor's 
Summer Learning Challenge 

To support you as you work toward 
finishing the Governor's Summer Reading 
Challenge, the following list of titles has 
been compiled by the Connecticut State 

Library. 

Every reader has different interests and 
reads at different levels, so choose a book 

that's right for you! 

If none of the books on the list appeal to 
you, check the grade above or below. You 

can also reach out to your public library! 
They're professionals at guiding readers to 
find the perfect book! 

, \\~ CT State Library 
~~ CT Library for Access,ble Books 

.. . . . 
• :::.:: INSTITUTE of • 

... ~~~. Museumandllbrary 
·:,•::: SERVICES . . : 

This project is funded by the State of 
Connecticut and the Institute of Museum 
and Library Services under the provisions of 

the Library Services and Technology Act, 
administered by the Connecticut State 

Library. 

Descriptions for the books are compiled 
from Goodreads and Novelist. 

Chapter 
Book 

Beti and the Little Round 

House 
Atinuke 
Beti loves the little round house, 
where there is always the 
promise of adventure with 
Naughty, Jae, and her friends­

whatever the season! 

Bibsy Cross and the Bad 
Apple 

• 1 Liz Garton Scanlon 

Chapter 
Book 

CASEY'S 
CASES 
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• 
Graphic 
Novel 

[ 
D~ E 

BEANS -•-nu: CAst Of THI NlSStJIG HAT 

Graphic 
Novel 

Spirited Bibsy Cross is "just a 
third grader with a whole lot to 
say." Her teacher, however, 

thinks Bibsy talks too much. 

Casey's Cases: The 
Mysterious New Girl 
Kay Healy 
Longing to be a detective, 
newly 11-year-old Casey turns 

everything into a mystery. 
Where is her missing hair 
band? Why is this stray cat so 

fat? Who is the new girl at 
school? 
Detective Beans & the 
Case of the Missing Hat 

1 Li Chen 
Meet Detective Beans, a young 

cat sleuth dedicated to doing 
whatever it takes to solve the 

case. 
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Realistic 
Fiction 

El Nino 
Pam Munoz Ryan 
Over the course of a California 
summer, Kai, a competitive 

swimmer in training, learns 
about a legendary Amazonian 

queen, about El Nino and 
about letting go of grief. 

,.,...aft':tllllMI , The Girl Who Figured It 
1 Out 

Minda Dentler 
Minda Dentler made history 
when she became the first 
female wheelchair athlete to 

Biography complete the world's toughest 
triathlon. 

Mystery 

Chapter 
Book 

The Golden Necklace 
1 

by Mitali Perkins 
On a tea plantation in 
Darjeeling, India, a twelve-year­
old Nepali girl sets out to solve 
the mystery of her Bengali 
friend's missing jewelry. 

Little Shrew 
Akiko Miyakoshi 
This collection of three magical 
tales that celebrates life's little 
pleasures follows Little Shrew 

as he discovers unexpected 
moments of joy. 

~ffiil ! The Mighty Macy 

_ .., .. 

Kwame Alexander 
When Macy gets Book One of 

I The Mighty Zora series, she 
1 loves it! The next day the school 

library doors are locked and 
Novel in open only a few days a week 

Verse due to budget cuts. 

Graphic 
Novel 

The Night Librarian 
Christopher Lincoln 

1 Curiosity and boredom prompt 
twins Page and Turner to visit 

1 the New York Public Library, 
where an encounter with the 
night librarian reveals that 
magical energy is escaping from 

the books. 

, Picture Purrfect 
Hilda Eunice Burgos 

1 Told in alternating voices, this 

• book follows Miguel and his 
I 

newly adopted street savvy cat 

Realistic Lalo as they build a loving and 
supportive friendship in 

Fiction 
Washington Heights. 

"" 
1 Search for a Giant Squid 
! Amy Seto Forrester 

Nonfiction 

, A choose your own path style 
story that guides the reader 

through the very real job of 
being a teuthologist. 
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Chapter 
Book 

The Shindig Is Coming! 
Charise Mericle Harper 
After receiving an urgent 
mountaintop message from the 
blue jay, Mouse proclaims to all 
the woodland creatures: "The 
Shindig is coming!" 

Smoke & Mirrors 
Rosalyn Ransaw 
After accidentally starting a barn 

fire in his aunt's small 
1 

Midwestern town, twelve-year­

~~~i0 
1 

old Andy spends his summer 
renovating the owner's mansion 

Mystery 

Nonfiction 

which previously belonged to a 

famous magician. 

Starlight Symphony 
Buffy Silverman 
Listen! What do you hear? Eee­
oh-lay! sings the wood thrush. 
Chirp-a-chirp! cries the cricket. A 
lyrical introduction to a nighttime 

symphony created by a 
multitude of musical animals. 

1 Wanda Hears the Stars 

------~--------
1 We Are Still Here! 
Traci Sorell 
A group of Native American kids 
from different tribes presents 

twelve historical and 
contemporary time periods, 

Nonfiction struggles, and victories to their 

classmates. 

Authors to Enjoy! 

Chitra Soundar 
Karlin Gray 

Kate Dicamillo 
Kelly Starling Lyons 
Leslie Bulion 

Shannon Hale 
Tracey West 
Zetta Elliott 

Additional Reading Lists 

The Charter Oak Book Awards! 

Nutmeg Book Awards 

Amy S. Hansen and Wanda Df az Merced 
Growing up in Puerto Rico, 
Wanda Df at Merced wanted to 

~ study the stars. But when she 

lost her sight, she had to find a 

Biography new way to work. 




