The Governor’s Summer Learning Challenge

Reading List

The Governor's
Summer Learning Challenge

To support you as you work toward
finishing the Governor’'s Summer Reading
Challenge, the following list of titles has
been compiled by the Connecticut State
Library.

Every reader has different interests and
reads at different levels, so choose a book
that’s right for you!

If none of the books on the list appeal to
you, check the grade above or below. You
can also reach out to your public library!
They're professionals at guiding readers to
find the perfect book!
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This project is funded by the State of
Connecticut and the Institute of Museum
and Library Services under the provisions of
the Library Services and Technology Act,
administered by the Connecticut State
Library.

Descriptions for the books are compiled
from Goodreads and Novelist.
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An Immense World

Ed Yong
Explore the amazing ways

animals perceive the world,
such as turtles that track the
Earth’'s magnetic fields and fish
that use electricity to talk to
each other.

Benny on the Case
Wesley King

Eleven-year-old Benny, a boy
with Mosaic Down syndrome,
navigates a new mainstream
classroom, standing up to
bullies, making new friends, and
uncovering a government
conspiracy.

Fresh Start

Gale Galligan
Anime-loving Ollie and her

family have finally settled in
one place. Now Ollie just has
to figure out how to make
friends without the option of
running away anytime she
messes up.

The Last Resort
Erin Entrada Kelly

When Lila's estranged Grandpa
Clem dies, she has to spend the
summer in Ohio while her
parents decide what to do with
Grandpa Clem's creepy
Victorian Inn.
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Max in the Land of Lies

Adam Gidwitz Speechless |
Y28 Max Bretzfeld has become a Aron NEIS Stemk('-:*
7™  British spy and is returning to New sixth-grader Mira can

lAHD of k LIES

speak just fine at home, or
when she's making stop-motion
animations, but at school? The
Novel  \ords just won't come.

Germany with two missions: to
infiltrate the Funkhaus, the
center of Nazi radio, and to find
his parents.

Opal Lee and What It

Means to Be Free
Alice Faye Duncan

This stunning picture book
celebrates the life and legacy of
a modern-day Black leader
while sharing a message of
hope, unity, joy and strength.
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The Stolen Songbird
Judith Eagle
When Caro finds a stolen

masterpiece in her missing
mother's suitcase, she's thrust
into a thrilling art-heist caper in
1950s London.

_ The Teacher of Nomad
Red River Rose b
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Carole Lindstrom mm" lMltl Daniel Nayeri
Rose, her family, and the Métis :
people have lived on the land

for generations. But then Rose's £

With Iran being squeezed
between the forces of Great
Britain and the Soviet Union, a

parents start speaking in r— boy valiantly tries to protect his
Historical hushed tones, dISCUSS'II?g Historical = sister from Nazi spies, soldiers,
whether they should "join the and hunger.
ﬂ Resistance.”
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v Twelve-year-old Roberto ZEADWOONT % Deadwood Forest
MON W Aubrey Hartman
ZMUIN Alvarez becomes the lead ey -\ :
RE & % Anundead fox serving as the

plaintiff in a 1931 lawsuit
Novel in  challenging school segregation
in Lemon Grove, California. Fantasy

Usher of Souls has his life
upended when a mysterious

Verse badger soul appears.
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A World Worth Saving
Kyle Lukoff

After coming out as trans,
fourteen-year-old A is forced to
attend weekly Save Our Sons
and Daughters meetings, where
he uncovers the terrifying truth
that the group is run by a demon
feeding on their pain.

Xolo

Donna Barba Higuera

It is said the mighty feathered
serpent god, Quetzalcoatl,
helped create the earth. Not
much is known of his twin Xolotl,
the god of lightning, death, and
misfortune. A true monster. This
is what really happened.

Grade 4

Authors to Enjoy!

Beth Vabrel

Chad Sell

James Ponti
Janae Marks
Karina Yan Glaser
Kwame Alexander
Renee Watson
Shannon Hale
Stuart Gibbs

Additional Reading Lists

Nutmeg Book Awards






