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To support you as you work toward 
finishing the Governor's Summer Reading 
Challenge, the following list of titles has 
been compiled by the Connecticut State 

Library. 

Every reader has different interests and 
reads at different levels, so choose a book 
that's right for you! 

If none of the books on the list appeal to 
you, check the grade above or below. You 
can also reach out to your public library! 
They're professionals at guiding readers to 

find the perfect book! 
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This project is funded by the State of 
Connecticut and the Institute of Museum 
and Library Services under the provisions of 

the Library Services and Technology Act, 
administered by the Connecticut State 

Library. 

Descriptions for the books are compiled 
from Goodreads and Novelist. 

A Strange Thing 

I Happened in Cherry Hall 
, Jasmine Warga 

Viewed as a suspect in a theft 
J from the museum where his 
1 mom works, lonely seventh­

grader Rami decides to solve 
Mystery the case himself. 

A World Without Summer 
I Nicholas Day 

,.w.9i!-n1 Discover how Mount Tambora's 
- j I catastrophic eruption plunged .mtl the world into darkness, altering 
~ the global climate and inspiring 

the likes of Mary Shelley's 

Non Fiction 
Frankenstein, in a nonfiction 
story of disaster and survival. 

VlnlAI Ouncon 

Fiction 

Historical 
Fiction 

Buffalo Dreamer 
Violet Duncan 
While spending the summer on 

1 the reservation where her 
mom's family lives, Summer 
takes part in the town's rally 
when she learns about Native 
Americans at residential 

schools. 

1 
Danilo Was Here 
Tamika Burgess 
Things are tough for Danilo 
Osorio Jr. and his family in 1989 
when the U.S. invades Panama,· 
forcing them into a refugee 

camp. Then Danilo takes a 
chance on playing youth 
baseball in the U.S. 
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Dragon born The Island of Forgotten 
Struan Murray Gods 
After 12-year-old Alex Evans 1 Victor Pineiro 
awakens with a fiery roar, she's Twelve-year-old Nico and his 

sent to Skralla, one of the last 
I 

cousins' boring summer in 

surviving dragon havens, Puerto Rico takes a horrific turn 

where she trains alongside when they encounter a 
Fantasy other young dragons. Fantasy chupacabra, a cult, and the 

The Everybody gods who created the island. 
l.li~ ~om.;:;, 

('lti~~oDJGiJ Experiment Safiyyah's War 
xi-f£~MEN; 

Lisa Moore Ramee Hiba Noor Khan ~ 
/jl 

11-year-old Kylie has decided During WWI I, Safiyyah feels 
1 to do everything her friends do powerless to help her Jewish 

and suddenly finds herself in an friends and is drawn deep into 

uncomfortable world of parties Historical the heart of an underground 
Fiction and unsupervised excursions. Fiction resistance with her father. 

Graciela in the Abyss The Swifts: A Dictionary 
Meg Medina I of Scoundrels 

' In the deepest recesses of the Beth Lincoln 
ocean, Graciela--once an Shenanigan Swift worries that, 
ordinary girl--now makes sea 

I 
like everyone else named from 

glass and assists her friend, the Family Dictionary, her name 
Amina, as she welcomes newly is her destiny. 

Fantasy awakened sea ghosts from Mystery 
their death sleep. 

The Incredibly Human 1 
Thirst 

I 
Henson Blayze I Varsha Bajaj 

Living in the poorest part of 
Derrick Barnes Mumbai, where water is a 

Thirteen-year-old Henson precious commodity, Minni 

Blayze strives to be seen as starts work in a high-rise 

more than just a football player 
Fiction 

building where she discovers 

Fiction when a horrific incident that water is plentiful and fights 

compels him to speak out. to bring it to everyone. 
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The Vanishing of Lake 
Peigneur 
Allan Wolf 
A graphic novel about the true 
1980 event where a Louisiana 

lake drained after an oil rig 

Graphic accident, causing a massive 
Novel collapse that swallowed the 

lake, boats, and miners. 

Graphic 
Novel 

Very Bad at Math 
Hope Larson 
Verity Nelson can do it all, 
except math, until a teacher 

helps her discover she has a 
learning disability that causes 
her to mix up the numbers and 

this knowledge gives her a new 
perspective. 

Yoli's Favorite Things 
Patricia Santana 
Twelve-year-old Yolanda 

Sahagun is worried that her 
favorite older brother is eligible 

Historical for the draft to Vietnam. 

Fiction 

Authors to Enjoy! 

Beth Turley 

Jason Reynolds 
Kwame Alexander 
Lauren Wolk 
Nancy Tandon· 

Pablo Cartaya 
Sherri Winston 
Varian Johnson 

Additional Reading Lists 

All CT Reads 
Nutmeg Book Awards 




