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INTRODUCTION 
The Bentonville Schools Literacy Plan encompasses the critical work taking place within our 
district to ensure that all students are able to read and comprehend at or above their current 
grade-level.  Contained within this document is the framework that guides our efforts.       
 
 
ELEMENTARY 
Teaching students to read is our critical mission at the elementary level as reading is 
foundational for all subject areas. Two main areas of reading are addressed within our 
elementary reading instructional plan, decoding and language comprehension, which students 
must master in order to comprehend what they are reading.   
  
(Decoding x Language Comprehension = Reading Comprehension) 
 
In kindergarten and first grade, each of these components is addressed separately. Decoding 
instruction focuses on explicit instruction in Phonological and Phonemic Awareness as well as 
systematic phonics instruction. Comprehension is addressed through instruction that builds oral 
language, background knowledge, and vocabulary. Students begin to practice bringing the 
components together through decodable text and shared experiences. Second grade begins the 
transformation towards independent reading comprehension. Each side of the reading equation 
is addressed separately through explicit instruction and begins to evolve toward independent 
reading comprehension. In third and fourth grade, the decoding side of the equation is 
addressed through word study that focuses on morphology. Reading comprehension is 
deepened through more complex texts and continued instruction in reading comprehension 
strategies.  All students are assessed through a screening process to ensure grade level 
mastery of reading skills. (See Outline Below) 
 
ASSESSMENTS  

●​ Assessments - Explanation and Timing 
 
CURRICULUM and INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES  

●​ Curriculum and Instructional Resources 
 
INTERVENTIONS 

●​ Interventions 
 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

●​ Professional Development Plan 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RjyQAK3YtXnA6Mt85fEyNR6enM9CHDOU/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rsNhcqpdpgcHhnkO2BUcxkBbx7LVrP7-iaNM56GYgH4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZFQrBQgPqd3RUOlnqtBzI3jFm9B6VvzwuhGJIbmIfpk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15cxzgfiq65C5gvgd2mlhT8zFVIx52sHH2RHd4S68UJs/edit?usp=sharing


 
MIDDLE-LEVEL 
Because we know from the science of reading that Decoding x Language Comprehension = 
Reading Comprehension, these areas are the focus of literacy instruction at the middle level.  
For decoding, the emphasis is placed on multisyllabic words and morphology.  Language 
comprehension is explicitly taught and practiced across grades 5-8, with emphasis on 
vocabulary, comprehension strategies, verbal reasoning, and syntax in increasingly complex 
texts.  All students are assessed through a screening process to ensure grade-level mastery of 
reading skills, and interventions are used as appropriate to close gaps in decoding and/or 
comprehension. 
 
ASSESSMENTS  

●​ Universal Screening and Intervention Diagnostic 
 
CURRICULUM and INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES  

●​ Curriculum and Instructional Resources, including interventions 
 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

●​ Literacy Professional Development Plan 
 
 
SECONDARY 
The focus at the secondary level is to strengthen literacy development across content areas 
with a focus on reading comprehension.  Literacy development is monitored through regularly 
scheduled reading assessments as outlined in the Bentonville Schools Literacy Intervention 
Flowchart.  Struggling readers receive appropriate interventions to fill gaps in phonological 
awareness, decoding, fluency, and comprehension following the Bentonville Schools Literacy 
Intervention flowchart.  These students are supported in literacy improvement through additional 
strategic reading classes such as Academic Reading, Strategic Reading, and Transitional 
English IV. These interventions follow a specified curriculum to fill gaps and explicitly teach 
comprehension strategies.  Teachers and students are supported by building and district-level 
specialists and interventionists, and all certified staff receive on-going professional development 
to ensure that all teachers demonstrate an awareness or proficiency in the Science of Reading. 
 
ASSESSMENTS  

●​ High School 
 
CURRICULUM and INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES  

●​ Curriculum and Instructional Resources, including interventions 
 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

●​ Literacy Professional Development Plan 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yAb4M-tVRCrfD7YOSHy0_KBuxSfGY-fL/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QrKGN4Vjmr7xW5pp07lud0nBxVe26pZqguSQWFm-Das/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WfFO_e-rs4Z82zl_lq7NkPo52d-I1ALG02MSjeQ6GM4/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/bentonvillek12.org/file/d/12Xe6ZYhA73kD1x0kWHwnMAwMeNNjw7HQ/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QZpK0xsrPejgaKZa6NNC85-92IDpKJzjNE37VH52kJM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1W5msGozTe1cXwEFXVFi4e7w8YfIkaxy3n6Mw9d2GTrA/edit?usp=sharing

