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Welcome to Tarkington High School  
As you review the information in this document, we encourage you to plan for your future. TISD strives to provide 
students with a rigorous, challenging academic career to prepare them for a global future. We offer many opportunities for 
students to challenge themselves, encourage their creativity, find their passion, and discover the path for their lives.  
 

Non-Discriminatory Statement 
The Tarkington Independent School District does not discriminate based on race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, 
disability, military status, or any other basis prohibited by law in providing education services. Celeste Bradberry, Director 
of Human Resources,  2770 FM 163, Cleveland, TX 77327, has been designated to coordinate compliance with the 
nondiscrimination requirements of Title IX. Special Programs Director, Lindsey Mayes, coordinates compliance with the 
nondiscrimination requirements of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. 
 

4-Year Plan 
Students will begin planning their high school courses in the 8th grade and adjust each year in high school. All students 
fill out an updated “4-year plan” each year. Once students complete their freshman year, they can use their transcript to 
help guide adjustments. This is just a plan. It can change! We strongly encourage all students who know they intend to 
attend college to take as many dual-credit courses as possible. Universities expect to see a diverse and enriched school 
transcript. All students choose a Career and Technology Education (CTE) pathway. Pathways are a vital part of educating 
the whole child. Please review the course section for a pathway in CTE that connects to your career interest.   Students 
graduating from a Texas high school must complete graduation requirements outlined by the state and receive a passing 
score on five End of Course (E.O.C.) Exams include Algebra 1, Biology, U.S. History, English 1, and English 2. 
 
The state legislature amended the current admission eligibility requirements for students applying to any four-year public 
education institution. Only applicants who have completed the Foundation Plan with Endorsement or Distinguished Level 
of Achievement are eligible to apply for admission to a four-year Texas institution. It also applies to students eligible for 
automatic admission by graduating in the top ten percent of their class. In addition, this law further states that institutions 
of higher learning shall admit any applicant who is the child of a public servant killed or having sustained a fatal injury in 
the line of duty. Applicants also need to meet the minimum requirements of the institution. 
 

 

Tarkington High School 4-year Plan Simulator 

 

CCMR 
Texas law requires all students entering college to meet college readiness standards. Students who do not meet 

these college readiness standards may be required to take remedial courses, which do not count for graduation.  

 

Each year, the Texas Success Initiative Assessment 2.0 (TSIA2) exam is offered to current freshmen, 

sophomores, juniors, and seniors on the high school campus. Testing details and dates can be found in the 

Counseling office at the high school and on the Lone Star testing website. TSIA2 is typically taken by students 

who desire to attend college but have not taken the SAT/ACT or have met the minimum score requirements for 

college admission. 
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/17oit1fTPHAXgiyEw6hrdP7m1Roa19BHvAOXsZzL5W3U/edit?usp=sharing


High School Graduation Requirements 

Endorsements 
An endorsement is a pathway a student has chosen for their coursework in high school. High school 

endorsements are a series of courses that students take in high school to gain in-depth knowledge of a 

particular subject area. Students can have more than one endorsement. 
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Distinguished Diploma 

Class of 2027, 2028, 2029 

CR Distinguished Diploma 

Class of 2030 and Beyond 

CR Foundation High School 

Plan 

CR 

English 1,2,3, & 4 4.0 English 1,2,3, & 4 4.0 English 1,2,3,&4 4.0 

Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2, and one 

other Math 

4.0 Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2, and 

one other Math 

4.0 Algebra 1, Geometry, and one other 

Math 

3.0 

Biology, Chemistry, and two other Sciences 4.0 Biology, Chemistry, and two other 

Sciences 

4.0 Biology, and two other Sciences 3.0 

W. Geography or W. History, and US 

History, and Government/Economics 

3.0 W. Geography or W. History or 

Economics, and US History, and 

Government/Personal Finance 

Literacy 

3.0 W. Geography or W. History, and 

US History, and 

Government/Economics 

3.0 

Fine Arts  1.0 Fine Arts  1.0 Fine Arts 1.0 

Physical Education  1.0 Physical Education  1.0 Physical Education 1.0 

Spanish 1 & 2 2.0 Spanish 1 & 2 2.0 Spanish 1 & 2 2.0 

One Technology Course 1.0 One Technology Course 1.0 One Technology Course 1.0 

6- Electives / Endorsement Courses 6.0 6- Electives / Endorsement Courses 6.0 4-Elective 4.0 

Total for Distinguished 26.0 Total for Distinguished 26.0 Total for Foundation 22.0 



Performance Acknowledgements 
To receive a Performance Acknowledgement, students must complete an application available in the counseling 

office. Applications are due in the counseling office by May 1
st
 of the senior year. A student may earn a 

performance acknowledgment on their transcript for outstanding performance in 1 or more of the following 

ways: 

●​ College credit: Student earns at least 12 hours of college academic courses with at least a 3.0 

GPA or earns an associate degree while in high school. 

●​ AP Test: Students earn a three or higher on an AP exam. 

●​ Bilingualism: Student demonstrates proficiency in two or more languages AND 3 credits in the 

same language with at least an 80, or completes a level IV course, or earns a three or higher on 

an AP exam for a language other than English. 

●​ Standardized Test: Students will be recognized as Commended or higher on PSAT/SAT or for 

outstanding scores on national assessments (SAT 1350+, ACT 29+). 

●​ Certificate/License: Student earns a nationally recognized business or industry certification. 

 

Required State Assessments for Graduation (STAAR) 
Students in the class of 2026 and 2027 will take the State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness 

(STAAR) EOC (End of Course) exams at the end of English 1, English 2, Algebra 1, Biology, and U.S. History. 

To graduate, a student must achieve at least "approaches grade level" on each exam to graduate. Retest 

opportunities are available in summer, fall, and spring for students who don't pass their exams. Students who 

did not achieve "approaches" on any of the STAAR tests during the school year may be required to attend 

summer school for remediation and retake the STAAR in June. Start dates for remediation will be announced 

in May.   

 

Students in the class of 2028 and beyond will not take the English 2 EOC. They will only be required to 

complete the State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) EOC (End of Course) exams at the 

end of English 1, Algebra 1, Biology, and U.S. History.  

 

Tutorials are provided for each retest opportunity. Specific substitute assessments are allowed: Advanced 

Placement exams, PSAT, ACT, and SAT scores may be used instead. Details are available in the counseling 

office. SB149 allows students who haven't passed all their exams to qualify for an Individual Graduation 

Committee review during their senior year. Students must complete several requirements to be considered for 

an Individual Graduation Committee review. This includes passing at least 3 of the 5 required EOC exams. 

English Language Learners who use the English 1 special provision must count that assessment as 1 of their 

failed assessments. 

 

Grade Level Classification 
After the ninth grade, students are classified according to the number of credits earned toward graduation. 

   

Class of 2027 & Beyond 

 Credits Earned Classification 

 0 credits Grade 9 (Freshman) 

 6 credits Grade 10 (Sophomore) 

 12 credits Grade 11 (Junior) 

 18 Credits Grade 12 (Senior) 

 

Classification based on credits will be updated yearly in the summer or after each semester. Credits earned 

through summer school, credit by exam, or correspondence must be turned in to the counseling office before 

the first school day for classification purposes. 
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Course Requests / Schedule Changes 
Students must select courses based on their 4-year plan. The choices made during course selection determine 

the creation of the master schedule. The master schedule is designed to maximize student options. Students 

should choose alternate courses carefully since they may be used if a course request is not included on the 

master schedule. In January and February of each year, students in 9
th

, 10
th

, and 11
th

 grade will meet with their 

counselor individually or by class to choose their courses for the following year.  

 

Requests for changes may be considered based on course availability, class size, and program of study. All 

student change requests must be made by the eighth school day. No requests will be accepted after 

that time. 

 

Level Change Procedures 
For students enrolled in advanced courses, the following guidelines must be met for a level change:  

●​ Parents and students must communicate with the AP or advanced teacher about problems being 

experienced in the class; 

●​ The level change must occur for a year-long course by the end of the 5
th

 week of school, or the student 

will remain in the class until the end of the first semester. For a 1-semester course, it is recommended 

that the change occurs by the end of the third week; however, a level change may occur up to the above 

deadline under special situations.  

 

Special Requirements and Restrictions for Physical Education/Activity 
Courses 

●​ A student may not enroll in multiple physical education or athletic classes per semester. 

●​ A student dropped from an athletic program during the semester will be enrolled in a regular physical 

education class for the remainder of the semester. 

●​ If a student's health warrants a homebound placement, the homebound campus teacher will deliver a 

modified physical education curriculum. 

 

Language Other Than English (LOTE) Substitutes 
The Foundation High School Program requires students to complete two credits in the same language other 

than English. After completing the first level of a language, if a student demonstrates that they are unlikely to 

be successful in the second level of that same language, a substitution may be considered through a conference 

with the student, parent, and school counselor. 

 

Any approved substitute does not satisfy the coherent sequence requirement for an endorsement and may not 

meet the foreign language admission requirements for many colleges and universities, which commonly 

require two years of the same language. It is the student’s responsibility to verify specific language 

requirements with their prospective college or university. 

 

Transfer Students 
A student transferring into the District from a TEA accredited school will receive the numerical grade earned in 

courses from that school. Weighted courses will be honored and converted to match our system. Students from 

other countries will receive P’s for passing in appropriate courses. Letter grades will be converted as follows: 
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A+   =​ 100 A​ =​ 95 A-   =​ 90 

B+   =​  89 B​ =​ 85 B-   =​ 80 

C+   =​  79 C​ =​ 75 C-   =​ 70 

F <  =    69   



Credit by Exam 
Credit by exam is offered through Texas Tech University. These exams align with Texas Essential Knowledge 

and Skills (TEKS) and can be used to make-up a failed credit or test out of a subject that a student feels they 

have already mastered. 

 

If a student has received no prior instruction in a subject, the student must score an 80 or above on the CBE to 

be awarded credit. If  a student has received prior instruction on the subject, they must score a 70 or above to 

be awarded credit. Credit can be earned, but the grade is not calculated in the student’s GPA. 

 

Counselors facilitate the enrollment process and order materials. Tests can be proctored in the counseling 

office, but must be scheduled at least 3 weeks in advance. 

 

Enrolling Homeschool Student Requirements  
Accredited vs. Nonaccredited: 
High school students enrolling from an accredited educational program will be placed based on verified credits 

earned, not by age or prior grade level. 

●​ Official transcripts must be submitted for credit evaluation. 

●​ Credits will be reviewed to determine applicability to Texas graduation requirements. 

●​ The principal or designee will determine final placement and credit acceptance. 

 

Students enrolling in THS/TISD from a TEA-recognized accredited public, private, parochial, or accredited 

homeschool program must provide documentation of prior schooling. Required evidence may include, but is 

not limited to: 

●​ An official, printed transcript 

●​ The transcript must bear the school seal and be signed by the superintendent or designee 

 

High school students enrolling from a non-accredited school or homeschool will be placed based on verified 

credits earned, not by age or prior grade level. 

●​ Credits from non-accredited programs are not accepted. 

●​ Students may be required to demonstrate mastery through Credit by Examination (CBE) or other 

district-approved assessments before credits are awarded. 

●​ When enrolling in a district campus from a non-accredited public, private, or parochial school, 

including a homeschool, secondary students may use credit by exam.  A waiting period of three to six 

weeks will be needed to order, receive and administer credit by exam tests.  

●​ A secondary student assessed using the credit-by-exam method should be given (1) day prior per exam 

to prepare.  

●​ Until credits are validated, no grade-level classification (freshman, sophomore, junior, senior) is 

guaranteed. 

 

For purposes of FD (Local), a homeschool is considered “accredited” only if it is accredited by the Texas 

Education Agency (TEA), an equivalent state education agency, or an accrediting association recognized by the 

Texas Commissioner of Education. 

 

Students will be initially placed at the grade level completed at the previous school, pending observation and 

review by the classroom teacher, guidance counselor, and principal. Based on these observations and any 

additional academic information provided, the principal will determine the student’s final grade placement. 

 

Before withdrawing a student to homeschool, parents must provide a withdrawal letter and sign the 

homeschool form of assurance to confirm that the homeschool curriculum will meet TEA 's requirements. 

There can be potential loss of credit if a student does not enroll in an accredited educational institution and 

then attempts to re-enroll. 
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Summer School 
Self-paced, online Edgenuity courses are offered in the summer for students who fail to earn core credits 

during the school year.  The district may offer summer school if a determination is made that a need for 

remediation for multiple students would benefit the district’s practice and procedure for reduced retention of 

students. Details about summer school are released in late spring each year. Contact your counselor to ensure 

you are signing up for courses you need for graduation. 

 

Dual Credit 
Tarkington High School is dedicated to providing our students with the opportunity to: 

1.   Acquire college credit. 

2.  Complete CTE courses at the college level, whether on the college campus, high school campus, or 

another location. 

 

Students may simultaneously obtain college and high school credit under Lone Star College and Tarkington 

ISD. Lone Star and TISD faculty may teach the courses on high school campuses. To be enrolled in a dual credit 

course, students must pass the TSIA2 test or exempt TSIA2 with the following scores: ACT (19 in English, 19 in 

Math with a 23 composite) or SAT (480 in EBRW and 530 in Math).  Deadlines are STRICTLY enforced. Each 

student is responsible for ensuring the Lone Star College dual credits will be accepted at the college of their 

choice.  

  

Dual Credit Eligibility 
General Requirements:  

To take dual credit courses: 

●​ Students must obtain a Dual Credit Registration Form from their school counselor. 

●​ Students must have maintained a minimum 90% attendance rate. 

●​ Students must apply for admission through ApplyTexas at www.applytexas.org 

●​ Students must have passed all End-of-Course (EOC) exams taken to date. 

●​ To be eligible, students must take and pass the Reading and Writing sections of the TSIA2 assessment 

or meet college readiness exemption criteria based on ACT or SAT scores. 

○​ For certain Lone Star College courses, students must also take and pass the Math section of the 

TSIA2. 

○​ Students should consult their counselor for TSIA2 testing dates and times. TSIA2 testing is also 

available at the Lone Star College Testing Center. 

●​ Students may enroll in up to 18 college credit hours per semester and up to 7 credit hours per summer 

session. 

○​ Mini-mester courses are not approved. 

 

Dual Credit Progress Reporting  
Lone Star College does not issue progress reports. Students are responsible for communicating directly with 

their Lone Star College professors regarding grades, assignments, and course expectations. 

 

Tarkington High School does not employ Lone Star College instructors. Therefore, students must 

independently track their academic progress by maintaining copies of returned work and monitoring course 

performance. 

 

Final course grades are not available to the high school until they are officially posted by Lone Star College. If 

interim grade information is needed, students must provide documentation directly to the school counselor. 

 

Dual Credit Grades  
●​ To earn high school credit, students must earn a minimum grade of “D” in each college course. 

●​ Dual credit grades are recorded on both the student’s high school transcript and college transcript. 

●​ Once recorded, dual credit grades are permanent and cannot be removed or replaced for any reason. 
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○​ For example, if a student earns an “F” in a dual credit course, a 65 will remain on the high school 

transcript and be included in the student’s GPA, even if the course must be retaken in high 

school to meet graduation requirements. The retaken course will also appear on the transcript. 

●​ If a student makes a “D” or below in a college course, the student will have to write an appeal letter to 

the college before the student may register for another DC course. 

●​ Tarkington High School (THS) receives final letter grades directly from Lone Star College. 

●​ Only THS approved Lone Star College courses are included in THS GPA and class rank calculations. 

Courses must be listed on the approved list. 

●​ Once a student enrolls in a college course, a permanent college transcript is established. All college 

courses taken during high school remain on the college transcript indefinitely, regardless of whether the 

student passes or fails the course. 

○​ A student’s college GPA may impact admission to four-year universities and eligibility for 

financial aid (FAFSA). 

●​ Students are not permitted to drop a dual credit course without prior approval from the high school 

principal or designee. 

●​ Mini-mester courses are not included in GPA calculations. 

 

TISD Dual Credit Grade Conversion Chart 

  
 

Grade Point Averages and Ranking 
GPAs are computed at the end of each semester. All grades on a student's transcript, including failing grades 

and repeated courses (for remediation), will be included in GPA and class rank for the graduating Classes of 

2024 through 2027, except as stated below. The total GPA is calculated by adding the GPA of each subject 

together and dividing it by the number of courses taken. All students shall be ranked based on weighted subject 

grade averages. A numerical weighted value is reported when reporting GPAs to colleges and universities. 

Credit is received only once. If a student is denied credit due to excessive absences, the grade will be calculated 

into the GPA as non-credit (NC). A grade of NC is calculated in the GPA as zero grade points. 

 

For Class of 2027 

Courses Used for GPA Calculations: 

●​ Regular and advanced courses 

●​ Approved dual credit courses 

●​ Grades earned at other accredited schools 

 

Courses Not Used for GPA Calculations:   

●​ Courses taken at middle school 

●​ Credit by Exams (remediation or acceleration) or off-campus (preapproved) PE equivalents  

●​ Non-accredited schools, programs, or curriculum 

 

For the Class of 2028 & Beyond 

Courses Used in GPA Calculations:​ ​ ​ ​  

●​ All courses according to grade point average chart below​ ​ ​ ​  
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●​ Approved dual credit courses 

●​ Grades earned at other accredited school 

 

Courses Not Used for GPA Calculations 

●​ Credit Recovery, Office Aide, Senior Early Release 

●​ Courses taken at middle school 

●​ Non-accredited school or Non-accredited home school course 

●​ Local credits are not calculated towards a student’s GPA 

 

 Grading Scale, Class Ranking, & GPA Grading/Credit 
When a student completes a semester of work with a grade of 70 or higher, 1/2 credit is earned. Each semester 

stands alone. Semesters are not averaged together except in cases of Pupil Progression (see below). 

 

Pupil Progression Plan 
If a student fails one semester but earns a sufficiently high grade in the other semester to achieve a combined 

yearly average of 70 or higher, the student will be awarded one full credit and will not be required to repeat the 

failed semester. The failing grade, however, will be reflected on the student's transcript and be used to 

calculate the student's GPA. 

 

Transcripts 
Junior and Senior transcripts include current GPA and ranking. All Juniors and Seniors will receive their 

transcript at the end of the first semester.  Freshman and Sophomore transcripts do not have class rank. 

Seniors wishing to send transcripts to colleges should check whether their college requires paper copies or 

prefers electronic copies. It is the student's responsibility to request transcripts on time. Transcript request 

forms are available in the counseling office. 
 

Valedictorian, Salutatorian, and Historian 
The valedictorian, salutatorian, and historian shall be the eligible students with the highest, second highest, 

and third highest rank, respectively. To be eligible for this local graduation honor, a student must: 

1. Have been continuously enrolled in the district high school for the four semesters immediately 

preceding graduation; 

2. Be graduating after exactly eight semesters of enrollment in high school; and 

3. Have completed the Foundation Program with the Distinguished Level of Achievement. 

 

Highest- Ranking Graduate 
The student meeting the local eligibility criteria for recognition as the valedictorian shall also be considered 

the highest-ranking graduate for receiving the honor graduate certificate from the state of Texas [See policy 

EIC for more information]. 

 

Speeches at Commencement 
To be eligible to give the valedictorian, salutatorian, or historian speech during the commencement ceremony, 

a student shall not have engaged in any serious misconduct violation of the Student Code of Conduct, 

including removal to a disciplinary alternative education program (DAEP), a three-day suspension, or 

expulsion during his or her last two semesters [See FNA and the Student Code of Conduct]. All speeches will 

be reviewed by the principal or designee prior to graduation. 

 

Top 10% Graduates 
This group of students consists of three- and four-year graduates who fall among the top 10% of the 

graduating class at the time of official rankings. They are eligible for automatic admission to any public 

university in Texas, except the University of Texas (see details below). To qualify for automatic entrance, a 

student must: 

●​ Complete the Foundation Plan with a Distinguished Level of Achievement OR Satisfy the SAT or 
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ACT college readiness benchmarks; and 

●​ Graduate in the top 10 percent of their class at a public or private high school in Texas; and 

●​ Enroll in college no more than two years after graduating from high school; and 

●​ Apply to a Texas public university for admission before the institution’s application deadline. Since 

deadlines vary, students should check with the specific university to verify the application deadline. 

 

Senate Bill 175 amended the top 10% for the University of Texas. Their automatic admission is a maximum of 

5%. 

 

Honor Graduates 
To graduate with advanced honors, students must complete their final two semesters consecutively at 

Tarkington High School.  There will be a valedictorian, salutatorian, and historian. GPA determines honor 

graduates and shall be calculated at the end of the 5th six-week grading period of the senior year.  A 

valedictorian scholarship will be given to the top student. 

 

The District shall recognize honor graduates as: 

●​ All students who have completed the Foundation Program with Distinguished Level of 

Achievement (Algebra 2) and a cumulative unweighted GPA of 3.0. 

 

NCAA (National Collegiate Athletic Association) 
Bylaw 5-1-(j) -- Students entering NCAA Division I, II institutions as freshmen who wish to receive financial 

aid and practice and compete on an intercollegiate level must be certified by the Eligibility Center. To be 

certified by the Eligibility Center, students must: 

●​ Apply for NCAA certification during their junior year of high school through the NCAA Eligibility 

Center at www.eligibilitycenter.org.  

○​ Once all required materials are submitted, the Eligibility Center will issue a preliminary 

certification. 

○​ After graduation, the Eligibility Center will review the student’s final transcript and make a 

final certification decision in accordance with NCAA standards. 

○​ To receive a certification of amateur status. When registering for the Eligibility Center, 

complete the Amateurism Survey at www.eligibilitycenter.org. 

●​ Earn a minimum unweighted GPA of 2.0 in a core curriculum of at least 16 NCAA-approved 

academic courses completed during grades 9–12. 

○​ Only courses that meet the NCAA definition of a core course are used to calculate the NCAA 

GPA. 

●​ Meet the NCAA sliding scale (qualifier index) requirements, which combine the core-course GPA 

with a qualifying SAT (Evidence-Based Reading and Writing + Math) or ACT sum score. 

○​ The current qualifier index can be found at www.eligibilitycenter.org 

●​ The NCAA accepts traditional high school credits only. 

○​ Correspondence courses, credit by examination, credit recovery, and night school courses 

are not accepted for NCAA eligibility purposes. 
 

Dropping a Class with a Failing Grade – U.I.L. Eligibility 
According to TEA and UIL Side-by-Side Guidance, if a student drops a course with a grade below 70 at the end 

of a grading period, the student loses eligibility immediately. Eligibility is reinstated seven (7) calendar days 

after the end of the third school-week evaluation period, provided the student meets all other eligibility 

requirements. 
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Grade Point Average Chart 
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Numeric 

Average 

Dual Credit 

Advanced 

Placement 
Advanced 

Courses 

Regular 

Education 

CTE 
Foundation 

Modified 

100 7.0 6.0 5.0 4.0 

99 6.9 5.9 4.9 3.9 

98 6.8 5.8 4.8 3.8 

97 6.7 5.7 4.7 3.7 

96 6.6 5.6 4.6 3.6 

95 6.5 5.5 4.5 3.5 

94 6.4 5.4 4.4 3.4 

93 6.3 5.3 4.3 3.3 

92 6.2 5.2 4.2 3.2 

91 6.1 5.1 4.1 3.1 

90 6.0 5.0 4.0 3.0 

89 5.9 4.9 3.9 2.9 

88 5.8 4.8 3.8 2.8 

87 5.7 4.7 3.7 2.7 

86 5.6 4.6 3.6 2.6 

85 5.5 4.5 3.5 2.5 

84 5.4 4.4 3.4 2.4 

83 5.3 4.3 3.3 2.3 

82 5.2 4.2 3.2 2.2 

81 5.1 4.1 3.1 2.1 

80 5.0 4.0 3.0 2.0 

79 4.9 3.9 2.9 1.9 

78 4.8 3.8 2.8 1.8 

77 4.7 3.7 2.7 1.7 

76 4.6 3.6 2.6 1.6 

75 4.5 3.5 2.5 1.5 

74 4.4 3.4 2.4 1.4 

73 4.3 3.3 2.3 1.3 

72 4.2 3.2 2.2 1.2 

71 4.1 3.1 2.1 1.1 

70 4.0 3.0 2.0 1.0 

69 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 



English Courses 
 

English I -1 credit 

Course Description: Emphasizes skill development in reading, writing, literature, research skills, language, 

grammar, critical thinking, The Academic Letter Scholars Program, tense focus on preparation for the 

STAAR EOC English 1 exam, specifically the expository essay. Major writing forms include exposition, 

persuasion, comparison/contrast, and narrative. In literature, the significant genres covered include 

fiction (short stories and novels), nonfiction, poetry, and drama.  

 

English I Advanced -1 credit 

Course Description: Prepares intrinsically motivated, task-oriented, proficient readers and disciplined 

writers for success in our high school's Advanced Placement program. This course follows a rigorous pace 

and requires daily homework; all reading is done outside of class for in-class analysis. This course includes 

content immersion, a focus on in-depth analysis of rhetorical strategies, and performance assessed mainly 

at the analysis and synthesis levels. Students are encouraged to purchase their novels for annotative 

purposes and future reflection. Summer work may be required. 

 

English II -1 credit 

Course Description: Emphasis on the skills of reading, writing, language usage, grammar, research, and 

intense focus and preparation for the STAAR EOC English II exam, specifically the persuasive essay. 

Reading selections will include novels, plays, short stories, poetry, biographies/memoirs, and 

informational texts.  

 

English II Advanced -1 credit 

Course Description: Prepares task-oriented, proficient readers and highly motivated writers for success in 

our high school's Advanced Placement program. World literature analysis will include an in-depth review 

of complex literary devices and rhetorical strategies. Students must use sophisticated language to analyze 

literature persuasively during class discussions, in-class timed writings, and process essays. Projects and 

formal presentations will also be included during the year. Students are encouraged to purchase copies of 

novels and plays for annotative purposes and reflection. This course is rigorous and requires daily 

homework. Summer work will be required. 

 

English III -1 credit 

This course has been designed to help students develop into more engaged, confident, and effective 

readers and writers. Students will work in various American fiction, nonfiction, drama, poetry, short 

stories, and essays. Class time will often focus on reading, writing, and conferring with the teacher and 

other students. Instruction will focus on developing students’ reading and writing skills. Reading and 

writing assessments will focus on both process and progress. 

 

English IV -1 credit 

For college readiness, students in EnglishIV generate compositions for a variety of purposes and in a 

variety of modes as well as read and analyze selected works from British literature.  Based on a curriculum 

that integrates writing and reading concepts and skills with literature and history, this course teaches 

students to use the recursive writing process to communicate varied ideas about the world revealed 

through the literature. 

 

Independent Study in English - 0.5-1 credit  

High school English elective that engages students in reading and analyzing a variety of literary forms to 

appreciate author craft and deepen understanding of fiction and poetry. Students explore elements such as 

theme, character, plot, figurative language, and genre conventions while connecting literature to personal, 

historical, and cultural contexts and responding to texts through discussion and writing. This course may 

be used to support college readiness, including preparation for college entrance and placement 

assessments such as the TSIA2, SAT, and ACT. 

 

Literary Genres - 1 credit  

High school English elective that engages students in reading and analyzing a variety of literary forms to 

appreciate author craft and deepen understanding of fiction and poetry. Students explore elements such as 
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theme, character, plot, figurative language, and genre conventions while connecting literature to personal, 

historical, and cultural contexts and responding to texts through discussion and writing. 

 

Reading I, II, III - 1 credit  

High school elective courses that provide students with targeted reading instruction to build lifelong 

literacy skills. Students develop word recognition, vocabulary, comprehension, and fluency while learning 

to navigate and understand a variety of traditional and digital texts. These courses emphasize reading with 

competence, confidence, and understanding across content areas. 

 
 

Mathematics Courses 
 

Algebra I -1 credit 

Covers the topics of variables and equations, linear functions and systems, inequalities, polynomials, 

factoring, and quadratic equations. The use of graphing calculators is incorporated throughout to support 

the curriculum. Passing the Algebra 1 End of Course exam is required for graduation.  

 

Algebra I Advanced  -1 credit​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

This fast-paced, rigorous math course sets the foundation for more advanced math courses. Students will 

deal with more challenging problems than on-level Algebra 1 students and will be expected to do more 

work outside the math classroom. This course covers the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Algebra 

1 with extensions that require higher-order thinking skills. Passing the Algebra 1 End of Course exam is 

required for graduation.  

 

Geometry -1 credit 

Introduction and basics of a plane, solid, and coordinate Geometry. Stresses geometric knowledge of 

physical space, deductive and inductive reasoning, and the integration of Geometry and Algebra.  

 

Geometry Advanced -1 credit 

Introduction and basics of plane, solid, spherical, and coordinate Geometry. Stresses geometric knowledge 

of physical space and deductive and inductive reasoning. Higher level and critical thinking skills were 

addressed by providing opportunities for discovery and more detailed proof writing. 

 

Algebra II  -1 credit​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Students will build on the knowledge and skills for mathematics in Kindergarten through Grade 8 and 

Algebra I. Students will broaden their understanding of quadratic functions, exponential functions, and 

systems of equations. Students will study logarithmic, square root, cubic, cube root, absolute value, 

rational functions, and related equations. Students will connect functions to their inverses and associated 

equations and solutions in mathematical and real-world situations. In addition, students will extend their 

knowledge of data analysis and numeric and algebraic methods. 

 

Algebra II Advanced -1 credit​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Extends the Algebra II curriculum by providing opportunities to solve algebraic problems on a higher 

level. Emphasis on functional relationships and problem-solving in real situations should help prepare 

students to take Pre-AP Pre-calculus the following year. 

 

Algebraic Reasoning -1 credit 

High school mathematics course that builds on Algebra I and deepens students’ algebraic understanding 

and reasoning to prepare them for advanced math and real-world problem solving. Students broaden their 

knowledge of functions and relationships—including linear, quadratic, exponential, and other function 

families—through analysis, pattern exploration, modeling with data, and algebraic methods using tools 

that support college and career readiness. 

 

Financial Mathematics -1 credit  

This course is about personal money management. Students will apply critical-thinking skills to analyze 

personal financial decisions based on current and projected economic factors. 
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Pre-Calculus (Advanced) -1 credit 

PreCalculus includes the knowledge and skills relating to sequences and series, probability and statistics, 

conic sections and vector analysis.  Students use graphing calculators to develop advanced graphing 

techniques, explore patterns, analyze data, perform complicated computations and evaluate trig functions.  

Business and scientific applications for PreCalculus are an integral part of this course.  

 

Independent Study in Math- 0.5-1 credit  

High school mathematics elective that allows students to engage in individualized study of mathematical 

concepts under teacher guidance. The course supports the development of problem-solving, reasoning, 

and mathematical communication skills while providing flexible opportunities to address student needs, 

reinforce prior learning, or extend mathematical understanding through independent and guided 

activities. This course may be used to support college readiness, including preparation for college entrance 

and placement assessments such as the TSIA2, SAT, and ACT. 

 
 

Science Courses  
 

Biology  -1 credit​  

Study of cell function, systematic approach to organisms, principles of heredity, taxonomy, ecological 

principles, and an introduction to botany. Biological principles are reinforced by solid lab experience. 

 

Biology Advanced -1 credit​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Covers the study of cell function, systematic approach to organisms, principles of heredity, taxonomy, 

ecological principles, and an introduction to botany. Focuses on skills such as process thinking 

development and problem-solving using hands-on activities. They are designed to prepare students for 

advanced study in biological sciences.​  

 

Chemistry -1 credit​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Chemistry students conduct laboratory and field investigations, use scientific practices during 

investigations, and make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific problem-solving. 

Students study various topics, including characteristics of matter, the use of the Periodic Table, the 

development of atomic theory and chemical bonding, chemical stoichiometry, gas laws, solution 

chemistry, thermochemistry, and nuclear chemistry. Students will investigate how chemistry is an integral 

part of our daily lives.  

​  

Chemistry Advanced -1 credit​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Chemistry students conduct laboratory and field investigations, use scientific practices during 

investigations, and make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific problem-solving. 

Students study various topics, including characteristics of matter, the use of the Periodic Table, the 

development of atomic theory and chemical bonding, chemical stoichiometry, gas laws, solution 

chemistry, thermochemistry, and nuclear chemistry. Students will investigate how chemistry is an integral 

part of our daily lives. Scientific inquiry is the planned and deliberate investigation of the natural world. 

Scientific practices of investigation can be experimental, descriptive, or comparative. The method chosen 

should be appropriate to the question being asked. 

 

Physics -1 credit​ ​ ​ ​  

Topics include mechanics, electricity, and sound. Laboratory experiences are analytically based and relate 

directly to current classroom topics. Students intend to pursue careers in the physical sciences, technical 

sciences, engineering sciences, or pre-med at the university level. 

 

Advanced Animal Science -1 credit (Not an Advanced Course)​ ​  

Prerequisite(s): Introduction to Ag, Food & Nat Resources 

Recommended:  Equine Science, Small Animal Management 

Students will learn about careers in the field of animal science, classes and grades of livestock, animal 

genetics and heredity, animal anatomy, and physiology, animal nutrition for ruminants and 
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non-ruminants, and animal diseases and parasites. The students will also be required to participate in labs 

where they will demonstrate safe practices and knowledge of scientific principles and methods in the 

Animal Science Industry. This course is designed for students in the Animal Science pathway to earn their 

fourth science in an agriculture class.  

 

Earth Systems -1 credit 

Earth Systems Science. The Earth Systems Science course is designed to build on students' prior scientific 

and academic knowledge and skills to develop their understanding of Earth's systems. These systems (the 

atmosphere, hydrosphere, geosphere, and biosphere) interact through time to produce the Earth's 

landscapes, climate, and resources. Students explore the geologic history of individual dynamic systems 

through the flow of energy and matter, their current states, and how these systems affect and are affected 

by human use. 

 

Integrated Physics and Chemistry -1 credit 

High school science course that blends foundational concepts from both physics and chemistry. Students 

conduct laboratory and field investigations, apply scientific and engineering practices, and use critical 

thinking and problem solving to explore topics such as force, motion, energy, and matter. The course 

builds scientific literacy and prepares students for further study in science.​  ​ ​  

 
 

Social Studies Courses 
 

World History -1 credit​ ​  

Covers the history and development of various world civilizations. It provides a basis for comparing 

different ways of life and cultural patterns and understanding how these patterns occurred over time. 

Major topics examined are The Rise of Civilizations, Flowering of Civilizations, Regional Civilizations, 

Emergence of the Modern World, Age of Revolution, Industry and Nationalism, World in Conflict, World 

Wars, and the Contemporary World. 

 

World Geography -1 credit​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Provides an exploration of our world by investigating physical and human geography. Students use 

geographic concepts to study specific nations and regions, emphasizing an understanding of interactions 

between humans and their environment.  

 

U. S. History -1 credit​ ​ ​  

Incorporates the study of significant people, issues, and events by investigating authentic documents, art, 

and music. The course will briefly review the Revolutionary and Civil War eras and focus on 

Reconstruction to the present. Two projects per semester will be required. 

 

U. S. Government - ½ credit​ ​ ​  

Examines political heritage, comparative political systems, the Constitution, civil liberties and civil rights, 

the three branches of government, Texas and local government, law and criminal procedures, political 

parties, campaigns, and the responsibilities of citizenship.  

 

Economics - ½ credit (1 credit 2029-2030)​  

Provides a general understanding of U.S. Economic activities; fundamental differences between 

capitalism, socialism, and communism; the influence of American ideals of democratic government, laws, 

customs, and institutions on the free enterprise system; and familiarization with basic economic terms. 

 

 

Personal Financial Literacy - ½ credit 

High school social studies course that prepares students to make informed financial decisions and manage 

resources effectively. Students apply critical-thinking and problem-solving skills to real-world topics such 

as earning and spending, saving and investing, credit and borrowing, risk management and insurance, and 

planning for postsecondary education and long-term financial goals. The course emphasizes analyzing 

financial data, evaluating costs and benefits, and understanding how financial choices impact long-term 

14 



financial well-being. 

 

Psychology  (fall) - ½ credit 

This course is an introduction to psychology.  It is designed to help students develop an understanding of 

the fundamental principles of psychology.  Emphasis will be on human growth, development and behavior 

as well as development of the individual.   

 

Sociology (spring) - ½ credit 

This course is an introduction to sociology.  It is designed to help students develop an understanding of the 

basic principles of sociology.  Emphasis will be on cultural and social norms, social institutions and mass 

communication.   

 

 

Languages Other Than English 
Spanish I - 1 credit​ ​ ​ ​  

Introduction to the Spanish language, people, culture, history, and geography emphasizes language skills, 

listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing.  

 

Spanish II  -1 credit​ ​ ​ ​  

Prerequisite(s): Spanish I 

Review and further development of basic skills. Reading and writing activities increased. Spanish-speaking 

countries' culture, history, and geography are integrated into the curriculum.  

 

 

Fine Arts/Humanities Courses 
Art I -1 credit​​ ​ ​ ​  

Students will apply the elements and principles of design to original art pieces by exploring a variety of 

media. Students will be challenged to think creatively while introducing art history, aesthetics, and 

critique. 

 

Art II -1 credit 

Students will expand their exploration of the elements and principles of design concerning creative 

drawing solutions and valid mark-making. This course requires self-direction, self-motivation, and 

producing original work.  

 

Art III -1 credit  

Students will use a more rigorous exploration of the elements and principles of design regarding creative 

drawing solutions and good mark-making. This advanced-level course requires self-direction, 

self-motivation, and producing original work. Drawing classes are production-oriented, with a work 

portfolio required at each semester's end.  

 

Art IV​- 1 credit 

This course involves intensive reading, formal visual analysis, and critical thinking. Artistic expression 

from various human experiences and diverse cultures, past and present, will be examined. Students will 

consider the social, political, and religious contexts influencing artworks. This course requires good 

writing skills and a significant commitment to academic coursework.  

 

Theater Production I-IV -1 credit 

Theater Production is a co-curricular laboratory for the exploration, development, and synthesis of all the 

elements of theater. This course supplements other theater arts and technical theater courses that 

concentrate on theories, information, and techniques, by providing for the integration and implementation 

of those ideas and skills. Students who enroll in this course are expected to participate in One Act Play. 

 

Theater Arts I -1 credit​ ​  

This is an introductory course into the study of all realms of the theater.  Covering the beginning of theater 

and acting and the basic concepts including play and character analysis as well as some aspects associated 
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with technical theater.  Activities include theater games, role-playing and improvisations and the 

performances of scenes and monologues from plays. 

 

Theater Arts II, III and IV -1 credit 

This course is designed for the continuation of the performance aspects of theater. 

 

Band I, II, III, IV -1 credit 

Prerequisite(s): Must have at least one full year of band or exhibit proficiency on a band instrument with 

the director's approval to enroll. Must complete the previous level before advancing to the next level. 

The band provides opportunities to gain knowledge in instrumental technique, music theory, music 

history, critical listening, creative listening, self-discipline, and citizenship through various performance 

settings (i.e., marching band, concert band, etc.). During the fall semester, students will participate in the 

Marching Band. The Marching Band performs at varsity football games, pep rallies, marching contests, 

and parades. 

 

Jazz Band I, II, III, IV -1 credit 

This course is limited to students who play alto saxophone, tenor saxophone, baritone saxophone, 

trumpet, trombone, guitar, bass guitar and drum set.  Students enrolled in Jazz bands will be expected to 

compete at regional jazz auditions and perform at all concerts. 

 

Applied Music I, II, III, IV -1 credit 

This course is for students wishing to learn an instrument and/or advance on their current instrument.  

This course is competition based: students enrolled in this course will be required to compete at contests 

throughout the year.  Students enrolled in this course will also learn music theory, music history, 

composition and conducting. 

 

Color Guard I, II, III, IV - 1 credit 

Enrollment in this course is based on audition.  Students enrolled in this course must pay for all supplies 

needed, attend color guard camp, attend all summer practices, compete at U.I.L. marching in the fall and 

competing in winter guard in the spring. 

 

Physical Education/Foundation of Personal Fitness -1 credit 
Students in Individual Sports are expected to participate in a wide range of individual sports that can be 

pursued for a lifetime. Individual sports include but are not limited to Golf, Archery, Tennis, and 

Badminton.  

 

Competitive Athletics -1 credit 
Four credits of Physical Education can be earned in competitive athletics for the graduating classes of 

2025 - 2027.  The graduating class of 2028 will only earn one credit in competitive athletics. Competitive 

Athletic programs are a privilege. Students may be released at the coaches' discretion. The coach will 

contact the parent if a student is cut from a sport. 
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Career and Technical Education (CTE) Program of Study Overview 
Students choose an endorsement and program of study in 8th grade when creating their individual 

graduation plan. 

Requirements for College, Career, or Military Readiness: 

To earn college and career readiness points, students must complete the following: 

1.​ Earn an Industry Based Certification by: 

○​ Complete 3 or more courses within one program of study. 

○​ Earn 4 or more credits, which must include at least one level 3 or level 4 course. 

2.​ Additional Qualifications (choose one option): 

○​ Earn 3 hours of dual credit in Math or English. 

○​ Earn 9 hours of any dual credit courses. 

○​ Pass both the Math and English sections of the TSI or SAT or ACT. 

○​ Enlist in the military (DD Form 4 required). 

Program of Study Commitment: Once students select their Program of Study, they cannot change 

it after their freshman year. This is to ensure students can complete the necessary courses, earn the 

appropriate credits, and meet the requirements for earning an Industry-Based Certification (IBC). 
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Career and Technical Education Courses 
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Program of Study ↓ Level 1 cr Level 2 cr Level 3 cr Level 4 cr IBC 

 Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources 

Animal Science Principles of 

AFNR 

1 Small Animal 

Management & Equine 

Science 

1 Livestock and 

Poultry Production 

1 Advanced Animal 

Science 

1 Elanco 

Fundamentals of 

Animal Science 

Certification 

Agricultural 

Technology and 

Mechanical Systems 

Principles of 

AFNR 

1 Agricultural Mechanics 

and Metal 

Technologies 

1 Agricultural 

Structures Design 

and Fabrication 

1 Agricultural 

Equipment Design 

and Fabrication 

1 AWS D9.1​
​
Additional Exam 

AWS D1.1 

Plant Science 

SUNSET 2026-2027 

Principles of 

AFNR 

1 Horticulture OR 

Landscape Design and 

Management & Turf 

Management 

1 Floral Design 1 Advanced Floral 

Design 

1 BASF Plant 

Science 

Certification 

 Architecture and Construction 

Carpentry Principles of 

Construction 

1 Construction 

Management I 

2 Construction 

Management II 

2 Practicum in 

Construction 

Management OR 

Career Prep  

2 

or 

3 

NCCER 

Carpentry Level I 

 Arts, Audio/Video, and Communications 

Digital 

Communications 

Digital Comm in 

the 21st Century 

1 Audio/Video 

Production 1 

1 Audio/Video 

Production 2 

2 Practicum of 

Audio/Video 

Production 

2 Adobe Certified 

Professional in 

Digital Video 

Using Adobe 

Premiere Pro 

 Business, Marketing and Finance 

Business Management 

SUNSET 2026-2027 

Foundations of 

Business 

Communication 

and 

Technologies 

1 Virtual/Global 

Business 

1 Business 

Management 

1 Statistics and 

Business Decision 

Making 

1 Entrepreneur 

and Small 

Business 

 Education and Training 

Teaching and Training Principles of 

Education and 

Training 

1 Child Development 1 Instructional 

Practices 

1 Practicum in 

Education and 

Training 

2 Educational Aide 

1 

 Health Science 

Diagnostic and 

Therapeutic Services 

Principles of 

Health Science 

1 Medical Terminology 1 Health Science 

Theory 

1 Practicum in Health 

Science 

2 EKG Technician​
​
Additional Exam 

Certified Clinical 

Medical Asst 

 Hospitality and Tourism 

Culinary Arts Intro to 

Culinary Arts 

OR Principles of 

Hospitality 

1 Culinary Arts 2 Adv Culinary Arts 2 Food Science 2 ServSafe 

Manager 

 Manufacturing 

Welding Introduction to 

Welding 

1 Welding I 2 Welding II 2 Practicum in 

Manufacturing OR 

Career Prep 

2 

or 

3 

AWS D9.1​
​
Additional Exam 

AWS D1.1 



 

Program of Study: Animal Science 

Industry Based Certification: Elanco Fundamentals of Animal Science Certification 

 

Level 1: Principles of Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources -1 credit 

This class will help students expand their leadership and communication skills while furthering knowledge of 

the effects of agriculture on our world. The class will focus on the elements of the FFA and a basic study of soils, 

plants, and various livestock species. 

 

Level 2: Equine Science  ½ credit 

Students will study selection, nutrition, reproduction, handling, and management to prepare for a career in the 

horse industry.  

 

Level 2: Small Animal Management  ½ credit 

Students will attain knowledge and skills related to animal identification, animal behavior, anatomy, and the 

care and management of animals ranging from small mammals such as dogs and cats to amphibians and 

reptiles. 

 

Level 3: Livestock and Poultry Production -1 credit 

Students will have the opportunity to learn about careers in the livestock industry, livestock management, 

nutrition, genetics, reproduction, and common diseases and pests of cattle, swine, lambs, goats, and poultry.  

 

Level 4: Advanced Animal Science -1 credit​ ​  

Students will learn about careers in the field of animal science, classes and grades of livestock, animal genetics 

and heredity, animal anatomy and physiology, animal nutrition for ruminants and non-ruminants, and animal 

diseases and parasites. The students will also be required to participate in labs where they will demonstrate 

safe practices and knowledge of scientific principles and methods in the Animal Science Industry. This course 

is designed for students in the Animal Science pathway to earn their fourth science in an agriculture class. 

 

 

Program of Study: Agriculture Technology and Mechanical Systems 

Certifications: AWS D9.1 

 

Level 1: Principles of Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources -1 credit 

Principles of Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources will allow students to develop knowledge and skills 

regarding career and educational opportunities, personal development, globalization, industry standards, 

details, practices, and expectations. To prepare for careers in agriculture, food, and natural resources, students 

must attain academic skills and knowledge in agriculture. To prepare for success, students need opportunities 

to learn, reinforce, experience, apply, and transfer their knowledge and skills in a variety of settings. 

 

Level 2: Agricultural Mechanics & Metal Technologies -1 credit​  

Students will actively learn how to properly use tools to work with various materials, including concrete, 

electricity, plumbing, and basic carpentry. Proper safety is also integral in learning how to weld using Oxy-Fuel, 

Arc, and M.I.G. techniques. You can be sure the Agriculture Mechanics & Metal Fabrication class will interest 

you and lay a foundation of valuable skills for the future.  

 

Level 3: Agricultural Structures Design and Fabrication -1 credit 

Students who complete Advanced Ag Mechanics will develop the skills necessary to design agricultural 

structures, utilize and diagnose power systems, use welding technology effectively, and construct metal 

projects. Instruction will also emphasize job opportunities in these areas. 

 

Level 4: Agriculture Equipment Design and Fabrication Lab -2 credit 

Students will acquire knowledge and skills related to the design and fabrication of agricultural equipment. 

Students must attain knowledge and skills in agricultural equipment design and fabrication to prepare for 

careers in mechanized agriculture and technical systems. Students reinforce, apply, and transfer their academic 

knowledge and technical skills in various settings to prepare for success. 
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Program of Study: Diagnostic and Therapeutic Services 
Industrial Based Certification: EKG Technician 

 

Level 1: Principles of Health Science -1 credit 

The Principles of Health Science course is designed to provide an overview of the therapeutic, diagnostic, 

health informatics, support services, and biotechnology research and development systems of the healthcare 

industry. 

 

Level 2: Medical Terminology -1 credit 

The Medical Terminology course is designed to introduce students to the structure of medical terms, including 

prefixes, suffixes, word roots, singular and plural forms, and medical abbreviations. The course allows students 

to achieve comprehension of medical vocabulary appropriate to medical procedures, human anatomy and 

physiology, and pathophysiology. 

 

Level 3: Health Science Theory -1 credit 

The Health Science Theory course is designed to provide for the development of advanced knowledge and skills 

related to a wide variety of health careers. Students will employ hands-on experiences for continued knowledge 

and skill development. 

 

Level 4: Practicum in Health Science -2 credit 

Practicum in Health Science course is designed to give students practical application of previously studied 

knowledge and skills. Practicum experiences can occur in a variety of locations appropriate to the nature and 

level of experience. 

To pursue a career in the healthcare industry, students should learn to reason, think critically, make decisions, 

solve problems, and communicate effectively. Students should recognize that quality health care depends on 

the ability to work well with others. 

 

 
Program of Study: Carpentry 

Industry Based Certification: NCCER Carpentry Level 1 

 

Level 1:  Principles of Construction - 1 credit 

Principles of Construction is intended to provide an introduction and lay a solid foundation for those students 

entering the construction or craft skilled areas. The course provides a strong knowledge of construction safety, 

construction mathematics, and common hand and power tools.  

 

Level 2: Construction Management I -2 credit 

Construction Management I students will gain the knowledge and skills needed to enter the workforce as 

apprentice carpenters or building maintenance supervisors' assistants or to build a foundation toward a 

postsecondary degree in architecture, construction science, drafting, or engineering. Construction Management 

I includes the knowledge of design techniques and tools related to the management of architectural and 

engineering projects.  

 

Level 3: Construction Management II -2 credit 

Construction Management II students will gain the knowledge and skills needed to enter the workforce as 

apprentice carpenters or building maintenance supervisors' assistants or to build a foundation toward a 

postsecondary degree in architecture, construction science, drafting, or engineering.  

 

Level 4: Practicum in Construction Management -2 credit 

Practicum in Construction Technology, students will be challenged with the application of knowledge and skills 

gained in previous construction-related coursework. In many cases students will be allowed to work at a job 

(paid or unpaid) outside of school or be involved in local projects the school has approved for this class.  
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Program of Study: Welding 

Industrial Based Certification:  AWS D9.1 

 

Level 1: Introduction to Welding -1 credit 

Intro. to Welding, students will be introduced to the three basic welding processes.  Topics may include 

industrial safety, machine use and welding codes and standards. 

  

Level 2: Welding I -2 credit 

Welding I provides the knowledge, skills, and technologies required for employment in metal technology 

systems. Students will develop knowledge and skills related to this system and apply them to personal career 

development. This course supports integration of academic and technical knowledge and skills. Students will 

reinforce, apply, and transfer knowledge and skills to a variety of settings and problems. Knowledge about 

career opportunities, requirements, and expectations and the development of workplace skills prepare students 

for future success. 

 

Level 3: Welding II -2 credit 

Welding II builds on the knowledge and skills developed in Welding I. Students will develop advanced welding 

concepts and skills as related to personal and career development. Students will integrate academic and 

technical knowledge and skills. Students will have opportunities to reinforce, apply, and transfer knowledge 

and skills to a variety of settings and problems. 

 

Level 4: Practicum in Manufacturing -2 credit 

Practicum in Manufacturing course is designed to give students supervised practical application of previously 

studied knowledge and skills. Practicum experiences can occur in a variety of locations appropriate to the 

nature and level of experience. 

 

 
Program of Study: Teaching and Training 

Industrial Based Certification: Educational Aide 1 

 

Level 1: Principles of Education and Training -1 credit 

Principles of Education and Training is designed to introduce learners to the various careers within the 

Education and Training Career Cluster. Students use self-knowledge as well as educational and career 

information to analyze various careers within the Education and Training Career Cluster. Students are 

introduced to societal influences of education and various school models. Additionally, students learn the role 

and responsibilities of a classroom educator. Students will develop a graduation plan that leads to a specific 

career choice in the student's interest area. 

 

Level 2: Child Development -1 credit 

Child Development is a course that addresses knowledge and skills related to child growth and development 

from prenatal through school-age children. Students use these skills to promote the well-being and healthy 

development of children and investigate careers related to the care and education of children. 

 

Level 3: Instructional Practices -2 credit 

Instructional Practices is a field-based (practicum) course that provides students with background knowledge 

of child and adolescent development as well as principles of effective teaching and training practices. Students 

work under the joint direction and supervision of both a teacher with knowledge of early childhood, middle 

childhood, and adolescence education and exemplary educators or trainers in direct instructional roles with 

elementary-, middle school-, and high school-aged students. Students learn to plan and direct individualized 

instruction and group activities, prepare instructional materials, develop materials for educational 

environments, assist with record keeping, and perform other duties of teachers, trainers, paraprofessionals, or 

other educational personnel. 

 

Level 4: Practicum in Education and Training -2 credit  

Practicum in Education and Training is a field-based course that provides students background knowledge of 

child and adolescent development principles as well as principles of effective teaching and training practices.  
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Program of Study: Culinary Arts 

Industrial Certification: ServSafe Manager 

 

Level 1: Introduction to Culinary Arts -1 credit 

Introduction to Culinary Arts will emphasize the principles of planning, organizing, staffing, directing, and 

controlling the management of a variety of food service operations. The course will provide insight into the 

operation of a well-run restaurant. Introduction to Culinary Arts will provide insight into food production 

skills, various levels of industry management, and hospitality skills. This is an entry-level course for students 

interested in pursuing a career in the food service industry. This course is offered as a classroom and 

laboratory-based course. 

 

Level 2: Culinary Arts -1 credit 

Culinary Arts begins with the fundamentals and principles of the art of cooking and the science of baking and 

includes management and production skills and techniques. Students can pursue a national sanitation 

certification or other appropriate industry certifications. This course is offered as a laboratory-based course. 

 

Level 3: Advanced Culinary Arts -2 credit   

Advanced Culinary Arts will extend content and enhance skills introduced in Culinary Arts by in-depth 

instruction of industry-driven standards in order to prepare students for success in higher education, 

certifications, and/or immediate employment. 

 

Level 4: Food Science -1 credit 

In Food Science, students conduct laboratory and field investigations, use scientific methods during 

investigations, and make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific problem solving. Food 

Science is the study of the nature of foods, the causes of deterioration in food products, the principles 

underlying food processing, and the improvement of foods for the consuming public. 

 

 
Program of Study: Digital Communications 

Industrial Based Certification: Adobe Certified Professional in Digital Video Using 

Adobe Premiere Pro 

 

Level 1: Digital Communications in the 21st Century -1 credit 

Digital Communications in the 21st Century will prepare students for the societal demands of increased civic 

literacy, independent working environments, global awareness, and the mastery of a base set of analysis and 

communication skills. Students will be expected to design and present an effective product based on 

well-researched issues in order to thoughtfully propose suggested solutions to authoritative stakeholders. 

 

Level 2: Audio and Video Production I -1 credit 

Careers in audio and video technology and film production span all aspects of the audio/video communications 

industry. Within this context, in addition to developing technical knowledge and skills needed for success in the 

Arts, Audio/Video Technology, and Communications Career Cluster, students will be expected to develop an 

understanding of the industry with a focus on pre-production, production, and post-production audio and 

video products. 

 

Level 3: Audio and Video Production II -2 credit 

Building upon the concepts taught in Audio/Video Technology Production I, in addition to developing 

advanced knowledge and skills needed for success in the Arts, Audio/Video Technology, and Communications 

Career Cluster, students will be expected to develop an advanced understanding of the industry with a focus on 

pre-production, production, and post-production products.  

 

Level 4: Practicum in Audio and Video Production -2 credit 

Building upon the concepts taught in Audio/Video Production II and its corequisite Audio/Video Production II 

Lab, in addition to developing advanced technical knowledge and skills needed for success in the Arts, 

Audio/Video Technology, and Communications Career Cluster, students will be expected to develop an 

increasing understanding of the industry with a focus on applying pre-production, production, and 
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post-production audio and video products in a professional environment. This course may be implemented in 

an advanced audio/video or audio format. Instruction may be delivered through lab-based classroom 

experiences or career preparation opportunities. 

 

 

Other Electives: 
 

Ag.Business/Professional Communications -1 credit 

Agribusiness-The program of study explores the occupations and educational opportunities associated with the 

business of farming and agriculturally related businesses that supply farm inputs, such as machinery and seeds. 

 

Career Prep -3 credits (Open to 11th and 12th grade students / 3hr. class) 

Career Preparation provides opportunities for students to participate in a work-based learning experience that 

combines classroom instruction with business and industry employment experiences. The goal is to prepare 

students with a variety of skills for a changing workplace. Career preparation is relevant and rigorous, supports 

student attainment of academic standards, and effectively prepares students for college and career success.  

Students must receive a pay stub from their employer. Proof of employment must be submitted by the eighth 

school day. Proof must include employers TIN. 

 

Horticultural Science -1 credit 

High school career and technical education course that introduces students to the science, technology, and 

business of plant production. Students explore plant growth, soils, propagation, pest management, and 

landscape practices through classroom instruction and hands-on experiences. The course emphasizes scientific 

principles, environmental stewardship, and career opportunities within the horticulture industry. 

 

Money Matters -1 credit 

Students will investigate money management from a personal finance perspective.  Students will apply 

critical-thinking skills to analyze financial options based on current and projected economic factors. 

 

Yearbook -1 credit 

Yearbook class is a production-based course where students learn the skills needed to create a school yearbook. 

Students develop skills in photography, design, writing, and more, and work together to produce the yearbook.   
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THS Approved Dual Credit Courses 
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College Course Course Number College Credit High School Course 

ARTS 1301 3 Art Appreciation 

BIOL 1406 / 1408 4 Special Topics in Science 1 

BIOL 1407 / 1409 4 Special Topics in Science 2 

DRAM 1310 3 Theatre 1 

ECON 2301 3 Economics 

EDUC 1300 3 College Transition 

ENGL 1301 3 English III A 

ENGL 1301 3 English IV A 

ENGL 1302 3 English III B 

ENGL 1302 3 English IV B 

ENGL 2322 3 English IV A 

ENGL 2323 3 English IV B 

ENVR 1401 4 Environmental Systems A 

ENVR 1402 4 Environmental Systems B 

GEOG 1301 3 World Geography A 

GEOG 1303 3 World Geography B 

GEOL 1401 4 Earth System Science A 

GEOL 1402 4 Earth System Science B 

GOVT 2305 3 Government 

GOVT 2306 3 Special Topics in Social Studies 

HIST 1301 3 US History A 

HIST 1302 3 US History B 

HIST 2321 3 World History A 

HIST 2322 3 World History B 

HUMA 1301 3 Humanities A 

HUMA 1302 3 Humanities B 

MATH 1314 3 Independent Study in Math 

MATH 1316 3 Independent Study in Math 

MATH 1342 3 Statistics 

MATH 2412 3 Precalculus 

MUSI 1306 3 Music Appreciation 

PHED 1164 3 Foundations of PE 

PSYC 2301 3 Psychology 

SOCI 1301 3 Sociology 

SPCH 1311 3 Communication Applications 

SPCH 1315 3 Public Speaking 

CHEM 1405 3 Special Topics in Science 1 

CHEM 1407 3 Special Topics in Science 2 
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