Replace MERSD current policy EFC with MASC recommended policy EFC.

CURRENT MASC RECOMMENDED POLICY

File: EFC - UNIVERSAL FREE SCHOOL MEALS

The School Committee is committed to providing students with healthy, nutritious meals each
day so they can focus on school work, while also maintaining the financial integrity of meal
programs, and to ensure compliance with federal reporting requirements of the USDA Child
Nutrition Program.

The District will participate in the National School Lunch Program, the Massachusetts Universal
Free Meals Program, and other food programs that may become available to assure that all
students in the schools receive healthy, nutritious school meals.

In accordance with guidelines for participation in these programs, the District will provide
universal free meals to all students in the District.

Students seeking additional meals or a la carte items will be charged accordingly for those
additional items.

Each student in the District is entitled to (1) free breakfast, (1) free lunch, and (1) free snack
(where provided by the District.)

* Districts participating through the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP), serve
breakfast and lunch at no cost to all enrolled students without collecting household
applications.

* It remains important that families complete the annual Household Application for Free
and Reduced Price Meals. This form allows the school district to serve families more
effectively for other important programs such as P-EBT benefits, fee waivers for school
district programs/ services, (as determined by each school district), state and federal grant
eligibility, and more.

As required by state and federal regulations, the School Committee approves this policy
statement pertaining to eligibility for universal free school meals for all students in the District.

CROSS REF: EFE, Civil Rights Complaint Policy for Child Nutrition Programs
LEGAL REFS.: National School Lunch Act, as amended (42 USC 1751-1760);
Child Nutrition Act of 1966; P.L. 89-642, 80 Stat. 885, as amended;
USDA School Meal Program Guidelines May 2017;
M.G.L. 71:72; 15:1G; 69:1C;
Chapter 28 of the Acts of 2023 7053-1909

SOURCE: MASC - Complete rewrite 2023
MERSD Approved 6.16.26



REMOVE CURRENT MERSD POLICY

File: EFC - FREE AND REDUCED PRICE FOOD SERVICES

The school system will take part in the National School Lunch Program and other food programs
that may become available to assure that all children in the schools receive proper nourishment.

In accordance with guidelines for participation in these programs, and in accordance with the
wishes of the Committee, no child who a teacher believes is improperly nourished will be denied
a free lunch or other food simply because proper application has not been received from his
parents or guardians.

As required by state and federal regulations, the School Committee will approve a policy
statement pertaining to eligibility for free milk, free meals, and reduced price meals.

SOURCE: MASC

LEGAL REFS.: National School Lunch Act, as amended (42 USC 1751-1760)
Child Nutrition Act of 1966
P.L. 89-642, 80 Stat. 885, as amended
M.G.L. 15:1G; 15:1L; 69:1C; 71:72

(3) Food Service Department will work with parent/guardian not students to
collect negative balances.

(4) Students with balances exceeding the equivalent of five meals will be given a
designated menu alternate !. Sample: Cheese sandwich + veggie + fruit + milk 2

(5) All charged meals will be rung in the register as a "PAID" meal (in order for
the district to receive federal reimbursement) and the cost of the menu alternate
will be added to the child's account balance as a receivable.

b) Middle/High School students: Grades 6-12

(1) Will be allowed to charge a maximum of 5 meals after the account goes into a
negative account balance

(2) No ala carte items may be charged

(3) Students with balances exceeding this amount will be given a designated
menu alternate 3. Sample: Cheese sandwich + veggie + fruit + milk *

(4) All charged meal will be rung in the register as a "PAID" meal (in order for
the district to receive federal reimbursement) and the cost of the menu alternate
will be added to the child's account balance as a receivable.

2. When the negative balance exceeds $5.00, the food service department will send the
parent/guardian written notification of the debt.



3. For departmental record-keeping, the food service department will track notification
dates for all negative balance memos sent home and phone calls made.

Note: Negative balance letters are sent home twice monthly, with a follow-up phone call
at the end of the month if payment has not been received.

4. If payments have not been collected after these numerous attempts, the food service
department will notify the school principals

5. After Memorial Day, all charging will be cut off with the exception of grades Pre- K-
5:

a) Parents/Guardians will be sent a written request for "Payment in Full".

b) All charges not paid before the end of the school year will be carried forward into
the next school year

c¢) If a financial hardship is suspected, the families will be encouraged to apply for
free/reduced meals anytime during the school year.

SOURCE: MERSD
Adopted: July 11,2017



