
HANAFORD SUMMER READING INITIATIVE
Grades 3-5 

What the research tells us: 
“Literacy development is an ongoing process…In today’s fast-paced world, literacy demands are expanding, and they 
include more reading and writing tasks than at any other time in history. Students [Adolescents] need high levels of 
literacy to understand the vast amount of information available to them, and to fuel their imaginations as they help 
create the world of the future.” (International Reading Association: Adolescent Literacy Position Statement) 

Summertime is a time for vacationing, relaxing, and spending time with family and friends. It’s important for all 
students to include reading among their summertime activities to maintain their level of skill development and 
avoid the “summer slide,” or loss in their reading skills. 

**All students are required to read THREE books for the summer of 2026.**

Rising 5th graders may want to get started reading the “Rooster Books” a.k.a, the Rhode Island Children’s Book 
Award Nominees for the 2027 year. Fifth graders need to read at least 10 of the 20 books to qualify for the 
“Rooster Games,” which will be held in June 2027.

If students should want to explore the 2027 Rhode Island Children’s Book Award Nominees, please use the 
links at the bottom of this letter. If students read or listen to at least three of these books, they can participate in 
the voting process for their favorite book in March of 2027. 

*All students must record the books that they read on the reading log provided. This reading log is electronic, so you can 
make your own copy of the document or you can print it out at home and write your choices down. Here are the reading 
logs: 

Incoming Grade 3 
Incoming Grades 4 & 5 

Students are encouraged to engage in a wide variety of reading activities over the summer, such as those held at 
public libraries, reading magazines, newspapers, maps, and brochures, both in print and online. 

We all hope you are safe and healthy and have a wonderful summer! You have earned it! 

Happy Reading!
Hanaford Teachers 

LINKS:
*Annotated list of 2027 Rooster Books:  https://olis-ri.libguides.com/ld.php?content_id=85096887 

*Individual Tracking Chart for 2027 Rooster Books: https://olis-ri.libguides.com/ld.php?content_id=85095987 

*Hanaford Library Website: http://guides.rilinkschools.org/hanaford 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uBm0q5umdYeVE0yDc80ny--Zu6P5da3L/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uBm0q5umdYeVE0yDc80ny--Zu6P5da3L/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rjI7k2Pgyv4lgmygTIeFxlSx7H5qTIXf07zyfi0IPVI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_RtcI8tgUqiOgA_6LHWe91wdUq5sKM8ZT6KklyslEYU/edit
https://olis-ri.libguides.com/ld.php?content_id=85096887
https://olis-ri.libguides.com/ld.php?content_id=85095987
http://guides.rilinkschools.org/hanaford





