
EDUCATION

Tamara Tashkovska has been accepted to a dozen
universities abroad, what is crucial in deciding
where she will study?
BY VESNA IVANOVSKA-ILIEVSKA may 22, 2026

"My parents always encouraged me to explore on my own and find what fulfills me. In

addition to genetics, their support for being curious and ambitious also played a big role,"

she says.

"Mathematics, physics and the exact sciences explain how the world around us works, because

through them almost all processes and phenomena that surround us are described and

understood. What is particularly interesting to me is how present these principles are in everyday

life, often without us noticing," says Tamara Tashkovska, a high school graduate at the NOVA

International School who is currently making a decision on where she will continue her education.

Tamara has been accepted to about a dozen universities where she will develop her potential. She

says that the professors at NOVA equipped her with interdisciplinary knowledge and skills that were

recognized by the universities to which she applied.

You are facing a big decision in your life, where to continue your college education. Where did

you apply, where were you accepted, what attracts you the most at the moment and why?

What are your greatest affinities and where would you continue to develop them?
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– I have always enjoyed solving mathematical and logical problems and have been fascinated by the

natural sciences, so I plan to continue my education at one of the European universities that are

leading centers for innovation and research. I have chosen programs that combine mathematics,

computer engineering and data science and have real-world applications. I have applied to the

universities of Manchester, Edinburgh, Tilburg, Groningen, King's College in London, Constructor in

Bremen, as well as Bocconi in Milan. I am waiting for a response from several more universities, and

at the moment I have not yet made a final decision.

However, I will choose the university whose environment will suit me the most, not only

academically, but also in terms of lifestyle, culture and mentality. I believe that it is there that I will

be able to develop my affinities and potential the most.

Tamara Tashkovska

You are the full winner of the "Boris Trajkovski" scholarship at NOVA. How would you

describe the years spent at this school, how much did the professors help you prepare your

applications for admission to foreign universities? Which of them offer scholarships?

– Four years ago, when I received the Boris Trajkovski scholarship, when asked what motivated me

to apply to NOVA, I answered that it was the quality of education received at this school and that it

enables a large number of high school graduates to continue their education at prestigious

universities. Today, as one of them, I can certainly confirm that. The professors at NOVA equipped

me with interdisciplinary knowledge and skills that were recognized by the universities to which I

applied and will be of great benefit to me in my further education and professional development. I

received particularly great help during the application process from the academic advisor at NOVA. I
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had support at every step – from the choice of universities, to the organization and preparation of

the applications themselves.

In addition, NOVA also offers opportunities for personal development outside of school. I

participated in Erasmus projects, was a member of the math club, the school community and

volunteer activities. Additionally, the international environment at NOVA and the friends I met from

different parts of the world made me more open and adaptable, which allows me to easily integrate

into new environments.

You come from a technologically oriented family. How much did your parents' professions

influence your life choices? Or did genetics simply prevail and the affinity for mathematics,

solving problems in these sciences, is logical.

– Of course, family has an influence on the way we think and the interests we develop. I grew up in a

family of engineers where logic and analytical thinking were everyday things, so from a young age I

naturally became interested in mathematics and the exact sciences. However, I think the most

important thing was that my parents always encouraged me to explore on my own and find what

fulfilled me. So, in addition to genetics, their support for being curious and ambitious also played a

big role.

What fascinates you most about mathematics, physics, and the exact sciences?

– Mathematics, physics and the exact sciences explain how the world around us works, because

through them almost all processes and phenomena that surround us are described and

understood. What is particularly interesting to me is how present these principles are in everyday

life, often without us noticing. Even in simple situations, like waiting in line at the supermarket, we

instinctively try to predict which line will move faster. Although we often do this unconsciously, we

are actually using an optimization method.

I am attracted to the way mathematical methods can be applied in the real world – from data

science and machine learning, to economics and social innovation. That is why I want my education

to be focused on connecting mathematics and computer science with economics, so that I can apply

abstract mathematical concepts to analyze real economic problems.

Tell us about your experience at the mathematics seminar in Petnica, Serbia. What

knowledge did you gain, what does this experience and friendship with the most talented

students from the former Yugoslavia mean to you, and what level were your achievements

so far compared to students from Serbia and other countries?

– The seminar in Petnica was a very productive experience, where in addition to lectures from

experienced university professors, I had the opportunity to delve deeper into the research waters

and write a research paper. It was the knowledge and experience gained through work on that

paper that set me apart from the rest and was crucial for me to receive the scholarship for talented

students at Constructor University. The atmosphere during my stay in Petnica was inspiring,

because I was surrounded by students who are interested in science and want to deepen their

knowledge of the topics that interest them. Despite the different knowledge and perspectives, the

common denominator was curiosity and the desire to learn. At the same time, this experience

confirmed to me that I can discuss and work equally with students from different countries, which

gave me additional confidence.

Besides studying, how do you spend the rest of your time? Do you socialize? You have a

passion that is more than a hobby, which is Latin dancing, which you started as a club

activity at NOVA. How important is this segment of your life to you?
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graduation NEW education development studying

Tamara Tashkovska school

Riste Velkov, the first conductor of the Opera,

has died

The best UKIM students received awards

– Although academic success requires time and dedication, with good organization I manage to

make time for things that interest me outside of studying. Dance has always been an important part

of my life, it fulfills me and allows me to express myself in a different, creative way. Dancing in a

team taught me discipline, teamwork, leadership, and strengthened my sense of empathy, while

performing alone on stage helped me significantly build my self-confidence and feel confident in

front of an audience – skills that later proved to be useful on an academic level as well. An extremely

valuable experience for me was the opportunity to start a dance club at NOVA with two of my

classmates. I am especially glad that thanks to the younger generations with the same love for

dance, the club will continue to exist and develop after our departure from NOVA.

What do you dream about? Where would you like to see yourself in ten years?

– In about ten years, I see myself as a person who works on initiatives that will help improve

everyday life and address global challenges, but also as someone who has not forgotten the things

that make him happy outside of his career – dance, family, and friends.
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