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Welcome to 
English I

This summer assignment is designed to prepare you

for the reading, writing, and thinking you will do in

high school English. You will read a novel and

complete activities that focus on analysis, not just

understanding. This assignment will count as a

major assessment grade.



Part 1: 
Analysis Journal 

For EACH vignette, you must complete:

1. Annotations

While you read, focus on:

Key quotes that reveal ideas about identity

Character development (especially Esperanza)

Moments that show change

Important vocabulary

How to annotate:

Underline or highlight important quotes

Write brief notes (1–2 sentences max)

2. Title Analysis

What does the title mean?

How does it connect to the vignette?

3. New Vocabulary

Identify unfamiliar words

Define them using context clues or a dictionary

4. Important Moment (Quote)

Select a meaningful quote from the vignette

5. Analysis of Quote

What does the quote mean?

Why is it important?

What does it reveal about character, theme, or message?

Reminder:

Do NOT summarize

Focus on thinking and explaining

Write in complete sentences

Words to Know

Dialectical Journal: 

Analysis: 

Vignette:

Character Development:

Theme:



1. Title Analysis 

What does the title suggest before and after reading? Explain your thinking. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

2. New Vocabulary 

Write at least one unfamiliar or powerful word/phrase. Define it and explain its effect. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

3. Important Moment / Quote 

Copy one short, important quote or moment from the vignette. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

4. Analysis of Quote 

Explain how this moment reveals Esperanza's identity, perspective, relationships, or growth.

Reminder: A strong analysis explains why the quote matters, not just what it says.

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Vignette: The House on
Mango Street 









1. Title Analysis 

What does the title suggest before and after reading? Explain your thinking. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

2. New Vocabulary 

Write at least one unfamiliar or powerful word/phrase. Define it and explain its effect. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

3. Important Moment / Quote 

Copy one short, important quote or moment from the vignette. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

4. Analysis of Quote 

Explain how this moment reveals Esperanza's identity, perspective, relationships, or growth.

Reminder: A strong analysis explains why the quote matters, not just what it says.

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Vignette: My Name





1. Title Analysis 

What does the title suggest before and after reading? Explain your thinking. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

2. New Vocabulary 

Write at least one unfamiliar or powerful word/phrase. Define it and explain its effect. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

3. Important Moment / Quote 

Copy one short, important quote or moment from the vignette. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

4. Analysis of Quote 

Explain how this moment reveals Esperanza's identity, perspective, relationships, or growth.

Reminder: A strong analysis explains why the quote matters, not just what it says.

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Vignette: Alicia Who
Sees Mice 





1. Title Analysis 

What does the title suggest before and after reading? Explain your thinking. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

2. New Vocabulary 

Write at least one unfamiliar or powerful word/phrase. Define it and explain its effect. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

3. Important Moment / Quote 

Copy one short, important quote or moment from the vignette. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

4. Analysis of Quote 

Explain how this moment reveals Esperanza's identity, perspective, relationships, or growth.

Reminder: A strong analysis explains why the quote matters, not just what it says.

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Vignette: Sire







1. Title Analysis 

What does the title suggest before and after reading? Explain your thinking. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

2. New Vocabulary 

Write at least one unfamiliar or powerful word/phrase. Define it and explain its effect. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

3. Important Moment / Quote 

Copy one short, important quote or moment from the vignette. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

4. Analysis of Quote 

Explain how this moment reveals Esperanza's identity, perspective, relationships, or growth.

Reminder: A strong analysis explains why the quote matters, not just what it says.

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Vignette: What Sally Said





1. Title Analysis 

What does the title suggest before and after reading? Explain your thinking. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

2. New Vocabulary 

Write at least one unfamiliar or powerful word/phrase. Define it and explain its effect. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

3. Important Moment / Quote 

Copy one short, important quote or moment from the vignette. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

4. Analysis of Quote 

Explain how this moment reveals Esperanza's identity, perspective, relationships, or growth.

Reminder: A strong analysis explains why the quote matters, not just what it says.

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Vignette: The Monkey
Garden 













1. Title Analysis 

What does the title suggest before and after reading? Explain your thinking. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

2. New Vocabulary 

Write at least one unfamiliar or powerful word/phrase. Define it and explain its effect. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

3. Important Moment / Quote 

Copy one short, important quote or moment from the vignette. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

4. Analysis of Quote 

Explain how this moment reveals Esperanza's identity, perspective, relationships, or growth.

Reminder: A strong analysis explains why the quote matters, not just what it says.

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Vignette: Red Clowns 







1. Title Analysis 

What does the title suggest before and after reading? Explain your thinking. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

2. New Vocabulary 

Write at least one unfamiliar or powerful word/phrase. Define it and explain its effect. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

3. Important Moment / Quote 

Copy one short, important quote or moment from the vignette. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

4. Analysis of Quote 

Explain how this moment reveals Esperanza's identity, perspective, relationships, or growth.

Reminder: A strong analysis explains why the quote matters, not just what it says.

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Vignette: Linoleum Roses 





1. Title Analysis 

What does the title suggest before and after reading? Explain your thinking. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

2. New Vocabulary 

Write at least one unfamiliar or powerful word/phrase. Define it and explain its effect. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

3. Important Moment / Quote 

Copy one short, important quote or moment from the vignette. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

4. Analysis of Quote 

Explain how this moment reveals Esperanza's identity, perspective, relationships, or growth.

Reminder: A strong analysis explains why the quote matters, not just what it says.

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Vignette: A House
of My Own 





1. Title Analysis 

What does the title suggest before and after reading? Explain your thinking. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

2. New Vocabulary 

Write at least one unfamiliar or powerful word/phrase. Define it and explain its effect. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

3. Important Moment / Quote 

Copy one short, important quote or moment from the vignette. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

4. Analysis of Quote 

Explain how this moment reveals Esperanza's identity, perspective, relationships, or growth.

Reminder: A strong analysis explains why the quote matters, not just what it says.

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Vignette: Mango Says
Goodbye Sometimes





Part 2: Writing
Analytical Paragraph 

Compose a 6-9 sentence analytical paragraph on the theme surrounding

the topic of identity. Theme is a universally applicable message the author

delivers through character development, plot, and symbolism. Analyze how

Esperanza’s views on romance, poverty, and individuality change over the

course of the novel. 

Criteria: 

1.Clear and direct claim on the theme 

2.Precise and appropriate evidence that supports the claim 

3.A rational explanation of the logistical thinking behind the claim. 

4.Work should be clear, neat, and adhere to the standard written

conventions 



Exemplary Proficient Satisfactory
Needs

Improvement
Unsatisfactory

Clear and 

Direct Claim 

The paragraph

begins with a clear,

direct, and insightful

claim that effectively 

identifies a specific

theme in the text

and its significance.

The claim is

clear and direct, 

adequately 

identifying a 

theme in the

text.

The claim is 

present but may

lack clarity or 

specificity 

regarding the 

theme.

The claim is 

vague, unclear,

or only loosely 

connected to the

theme.

The claim is 

missing or 

unrelated to the

theme.

Precise and 

Appropriate 

Evidence 

The paragraph

provides 

precise and highly 

appropriate

evidence from the

text that strongly

supports the claim.

Evidence is well-

chosen and

effectively

integrated.

Evidence from

the text is 

appropriate and

supports the 

claim. It is 

integrated into 

the paragraph 

effectively.

Evidence 

supports the 

claim but may

be less precise

or not fully

integrated 

into the 

paragraph.

Evidence is 

present but may

be weak, not 

well-integrated,

or only loosely 

supports the 

claim.

Little to no 

evidence is 

provided, or the

evidence does not

support the claim.

Rational 

Explanation

of Logical 

Thinking 

All evidence is

accompanied by a

clear, rational

explanation that

demonstrates 

sophisticated

understanding and

analysis of how the 

evidence supports

the claim and

theme.

Explanations are

clear and

logical,

effectively 

connecting the 

evidence to the 

claim and

theme.

Explanations are

present but may

be more general

or less insightful

in connecting 

evidence to the 

claim and

theme.

Explanations are

weak,

incomplete, or

do not 

adequately 

connect the 

evidence to the 

claim and

theme.

Explanations are

missing or do not

make logical 

connections 

between the 

evidence and the

claim.

Adherence

to

Conventions

The work is

exceptionally clear,

neat, and free of

errors. It adheres

perfectly to 

standard written

conventions,

including grammar, 

punctuation, and

spelling.

The work is clear

and neat with

few errors. It

adheres 

well to standard

written 

conventions.

The work is 

mostly clear and

neat with some 

errors. It 

generally

adheres to

standard 

written 

conventions.

The work lacks 

clarity and 

neatness, with 

multiple errors. 

Adherence to 

standard written

conventions is 

inconsistent.

The work is 

unclear, messy, 

and contains 

numerous errors.

It does not adhere

to standard 

written 

conventions.

Rubric:



__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Analytical Paragraph 



__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
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